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Correspofidence nith Lady Hope-— Diary tomtiaued. 

LETTER XXX. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

January 11 , 1785 . 

I RHcBivssj my dear Daughter’s uote with the 
inclosed, and would sooner have acknowledged 
it, but have hardly been able till this day. 1 had 
much bodily indisposition when at B — — n, and 
have suffered much more since; yet in spite of 
both 1 had no cause to regret my being there; 
having had a remarkable display of the goodness 
of my God, and such a striking proof of his being 
the hearer of prayer, as led me in my way home, 
though unwell, to magnify the Lord, and to rejoice 
in bim as the God of my salvation : and though, 
since, 1 have been partly confined t£ bed, and 
brought low in body by pain and sickness, yet 
ft sweet savour of it remains on my mind. In 
the night seasons the Lord made his word the 
fbod of my soul ; sleeping and waking it fitted 
Vol. II. B 
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my mind; and to-day, through mercy, my pain 
is much abated, and I feel much disposed to 
abide in prayer for myself and friends. The Lord 
appeared willing to grant all I asked. O the 
depth of Divine love ! Surely if I was not to 
praise the Lord, the very stones of the field might 
cry out against me. I feel weak and helpless in 
myself, but see ‘an ocean of love and goodness in 
God and in Christ, to which I am welcome to 
have constant recourse, and out of that fulness 
to receive by faith a//' I stand in need of. O for 
power to improve to the utmost the rich privileges 
to which, as believers, we are entitled. And, O 
for power to live more to God ! I seem as a mere 
dwarf in religion, swimming upon the surface 
instead of sinking into all the depths of humble 
love, and rising up to all the life of God. May 
the Lord make us all more in earnest ! 1 write 
freely, knowing that neither matter nor motive 
will be mistaken. May you, and our friend, 
experience a remarkable increase of every grace 
of the Holy Spirit, prays 

Your affectionate parent in Jesus, D* M. 

LETTER XXXI, 


. ; * TO LADY H. HOPE. . 

Saughton Halt , < 

# Friday Afternoon , Jan. 25, 1782. 

As it was late before your servant called, 1 did 
not like to detain him, and therefore sent only a 
verbal return to your kind inquiries. I write 
now, hoping you will get this to-morrow. 
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I am sorry youshould be alone, and that I am . 
confined at home, indeed mostly to my chamber. 

I am, through mercy, much better, but -still feel 
a soreness in my throat, and have a small degree 
of cough; and the weather, at present, is so 
severe, that, without some care, I am afraid of 
longer confinement. 

I cannot think of yonr going abroad in this 
stormy weather : do not risk coming here till it 
is milder. The Lord, I trust, will be with you, 
and supply your, every want. May you have 
sweet access to a throne of grace through the 
blood of sprinkling ; a power to roll your every 
burthen upon the Lord, and find him so sus- 
taining you as to prevent your being moved; 
then your hours will pass sweetly on. May Jesus 
converse with you ; and, as the Prince of IAfe x 
increase your life ; and, as the Prince of Peace, 
cause your peace to flow as a river. O what 
blessings are you entitled to, through your union 
with him ! , Peace of conscience, joy in the Holy 
Ghost, increase of grace, perseverance therein 
unto the end ! These are a few of them, but who 
can tell them all ! And, in eternity, when pain, 
and sorrow, and sin are done away, what glorious 
things await you ! O dwell on these things, that 
the high praises of your God may continually be 
in your mouth, and his love in your heart ; then 
will your every moment be devoted to him. 

He, in tender love, often tries you with pains 
and _ weakness ; but the rod is gentle. He means 
you to come more purified out of every furnace, 

, B 2 
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and as the "burning ‘bush, to flourish unoomumed 
in fire. I am glad you are better both in body 
and mind. Be strong, and the Lord will strength 
afford. FearA% your besetting weakness j strive 
against it ; it is very hurtful to the soul. When 
low, and tempted to distrust, O fly thea close to 
Jesus, and he will cover you from your toes, and 
keep you as in the hollow of. his band I His 
tenderness and kindness to his people is more 
than we can conceive. 0, Jesus, what iu thy love 
possess we not! Cast all your cares upon him • 
spread all your wants before him ; and be will 
guide and comfort you here, and fix you at last in 
never-ending joys, unspeakable and fuU of glory. 

1 hope Lady G. will not be long from you, 
nor suffer by her labour of love to the old man. 
May the Lord give him his soul for a prey ! May 
we improve to the utmost the years, months, 
jar days, that shall yet be allowed us, and at last 
have an abundant entrance ministered unto us 
into the everlasting kingdom of our. God and 
Saviour. Till then 1 remain, 

- My dear daughter’s affectionate parent in the 
Lord, . D. M. 

LETTER XXXII. - 

TO LADYH. ROPE. 

' . March 16, 1782. 

From toy feelings, both asleep and awake, for 
some time past, I suspected my dear daughter 
was not well, either ip body or mind, or both j 
and her letter of yesterday confirms my suspicions. 
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What a tnercy that all our trials, in soul and 
body, are under the direction of a God of love, 
the Father of our beloved Saviour, in whom we 
are, through abounding mercy, accepted. We 
have reason, then, to trust all shall be over-ruled 
for our good; however, in the mean time, pain- 
ful ; if we are not giving way to any thing con- 
trary to the word and will of God. We cannot 
cleave too closely to Christ, nor believe too firmly 
upon him, nor expect too much from him. “ If 
our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
toward God.” But the prevalence of temptation , 
as well as sin, .will weaken this confidence ; and 
it is highly needful, for our own peace, to advert 
to this circumstance. They err greatly* who make 
either duties, ox frames, the foundation of their 
acceptance with God: yet the fijtnjer is -indis- 
pensably necessary, and the latter Jn very desira- 
ble — is our privilege, and is also evidential -of a 
thriving soul. Many of the children of God sink 
into a careless and supine spirit by. paying . too 
little regard to their frames, when, perhaps,' they 
only desire to be preserved from building upon 
them : hereby satan lays a snare for them, which 
they fall into unawares. But from this my dear 
daughter, I trust, .will be saved, and from every 
other snare of the enemy, and thus be kept by the 
power of God, through faith, unto full salvation. 
Nervous complaints much depress the mind. 

I had intended to be out at this time, but a 
new cold, and the severity of the weather, have 
made me unwillingly give up the thoughts of 4. * 
B d 
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from your situation I should be doubtful whether 
it be proper for you either ; this is a very trying 
month. May the Lord direct you ! and whether 
at home or abroad, may he enliven and refresh 
you with the sipiles of his reconciled countenance. 

I have hopes that the Lord has heard my re- 
peated cries to him. for a proper teacher. When 
I have more time and health, will give you par- 
ticulars. Fear not , all will be .well. So hopes, 
so believes, so prays, my dear daughter. 

Your ever affectionate parent in the Lord, D.M. 

. LETTER XXXIII. 

TO LADY H. HOPE, 

March 29, 1782. 

My last was sealed and sent to town before 
your servant called. I see by your short letter 
that you are in heaviness through manifold temp- 
tations. As to your apprehensions about Lady G, 

I believe it is a device of satan' to distress you, 
and think you should strive against it.* But as 
nothing happens to the children of God, whether 
joyous or grievous, but from which he means they % 
should reap benefit ; it might turn out to your 
spiritual advantage if you would carry it frequently 
to the Lord, and endeavour to plead earnestly that 
the end he has in view, by permitting it, may 

* A fear that Her frijend was about to be removed by death. 
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b e fully answered. This might be the means of 
your obtaining entire victory, if it be a temp- 
tation : and supposing the worst, still this is the 
best way to get the mind comforted, fortified, 
and sweetly reconciled to the Divine will. O 
what cannot the power of grace effect in the 
human heart ? It can make us even rejoice to 
give up our Isaacs, when called to it. Believe 
this firmly, and then you will so trust in the 
Lord as not to be afraid of evil tidings; your 
heart will be fixed. We should be much aware of 
anticipating evil, it is fraught with many hurtful, 
consequences ; it embitters present enjoyments ; 
it weakens faith, love, trust; it grieves the Holy 
Spirit, nourishes unbelief, and leads to discon- 
tent. Do you not remember how strongly you 
were tempted, some years ago, to believe your 
own death was at band : the impression, you said, 
was strong, but you saw afterwards that it was 
only temptation. If we have a friend that we 
can trust, it is of great use to mention our temp- 
tations ; this is often, by the blessing of the Lord, 
made the means of breaking their power. I know 
this by experience. May you prove it so at pre- 
, sent! Your affectionate parent, D.M. 

- 

The following Extracts from the Djauy will 
enable the reader to form a proper estimate of 
the state of her Ladyship’s mind and heart. at 
the close of this year. 

€t September 25. In the course of these last two 
B4 
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weeks I have felt variously. I have, at tidies, 
had seasons of refreshing ; sweet proofs that God 
Is the hearer of prayer. I have had strong desires 
after entire devotedness of heart and life to God ; 
have been drawn out to plead for the full accom- 
plishment of the promises in my own soul, with 
much longing for that happy time; and have 
waited for it with a degree of hunting, because 
so long deferred. I hare thought, surely the 
promises of a faithful God cannot foil ; . yet, 
wherefore is it so long before he appears in my. 
behalf. I have feared lest I had any sinful hand 
in it, and hare been grieved, because I seem to 
live to so little purpose; doing so little for God, 
for others, or for myself. I have hoped that 
every retaining day would have made a happy 
change. I have been happy whenanyopportuntty 
was put in my power of doing good, and re** 
joiced as one tiiat found great spoil : though even 
herein, upon a strict scrutiny, I have been very 
unfaithful. In short, I am a mystery to myself ; 
and were it not that I have the express promise 
of a faithful God, on which to depend for a great 
increase in roy own soul, and for an enlarged 
sphere of usefulness , I should almost despair of 
tilings being better with me than they are at 
present. But surely the heavens and the earth 
shall sooner fell, than one word that he hath 
spoken faU to the ground. Lord, I believe, help 
thou my unbelief. - , 

October 11. Still I have much cause to say, 
t( my leanness, my leanness.'’ Yet, 1 must also 
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»ay, I have much cause to record the loving-kind- 
ness of tbe Lord. Since my last date, my visits 
from ob high have been more frequent. I have 
felt more sweetness flowing frdm a sense of the 
presence of Christ* who has been very near and 
precious. Q, were he always thus with me, my 
heaven, in one sense, would be complete t He is 
my all in all. The Lord has greatly enlarged 
my sphere of usefulness m a way I did not expect ; 
and at first I felt a degree of reluctance, fearing 
my unfaithfulness : but I am now sweetly recon- 
ciled to it, and have cause to praise the Lord, 
who has strengthened me to do what he called 
me fid, and what I feared. O for a grateful heart 1 
He gives me also to feel, , in the present case, 
that the way . of duty is the way not only of 
safety, but of comfort and strength. He does all 
things weU. He has laid his hand gently upon 
my body, and again removed the rod, and dis- 
appointed my fears. He has also refreshed- my 
spirits by good accounts' from afar 3 from every 
particular friend, who, I hope, has been bis mouth 
to me. Lord, thou knowest I would not willingly 
mistake the way in which thou wouldst have me 
to walk. I lode to thee to confirm this matter 
to me, that 1 may rest assured I am doing what 
is well pleasing to thee. 1 have this day, (Friday) 
as usual,, renewed my engagements to-be the 
Lord’s ; though- not with all that life and joy I 
aim at, yet with more sweetness than usual. I 
fed strong desires to live up to them, to the very 
Utmost 3 and this for the sake of others, as 
B 5 


Digitized by Google 



10 THE* LIFE OF 

well as myself. Lord, do thou enable me to be 
faithfikL 

25. Still, because my God is good, I 

experience, in a measure, his loving-kindnesiy 
• In the course of these two weeks he has been 
gracious to me in various ways : he has carried 
me through trials ; strengthened me for doing 
and suffering his will ; made me feel more profit 
and comfort from the word preached than for 
some time before ; given me to experience more 
emptiness in the creature than usual ; and also 
made me willing it should be so, if he saw meet ; 
provided I might enjoy a proportionable sweet- 
ness in himself. He has strengthened my body 
to undergo more fatigue than usual, without 
being hurt by it. He has made me also to feel 
how good it is for me to make all my wants 
known to him by prayer ; with all my hopes, 
fears, and desires ; for I keep nothing from my 
God. He more and rriore leads mein this way, 
arid I praise him for it. O the privilege of prayer I 
He also tenderly warns me when danger is near, 
and causes me to cry to himsblf. 

November 9. I again take up my pen to testify 
of the goodness of my God. Since my last date 
he has given refreshing seasons; sometimes ih 
public, sometimes in, secret, and sensibly assisted 
me in family duties. He has permitted me to be 
brought into many difficulties, in order to shew 
his power in supporting me under (hem, and his 
goodness in delivering me from them. I have 
fact with most unexpected trials within these two 
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Weeks* and have been driven* in some measure* 
into extremity j but this hath been the Lord’s 
opportunity. I cried unto him* and he kept my 
mind staid on himself. In the midst of various 
trials he has made me sit calm on tumult’s wheel. 
From the comfort I felt, I doubted trials were at 
hand : it proved so, but I also proved the Lord a 
strong hold in the day of trouble. Nature felt 
and stifferedy but grace sustained the conflict. He 
gave me to feel composure* serenity* and comfort 
in his house of prayer. O that it may be a pre- 
lude to greater enjoyments ! But he makes me 
more and more sensible I am nothing* and have 
nothing* but what be bestows ; and this keeps 
me dependant upon himself* for which I praise 
him. He also still shews me what I lack* but 
surrounds me with promises for all I can stand 
in need of. I will extol thee* O God, my King* 
for ever and ever : while. I have a being I will 
praise my God. 

21. Gardiner’s Hall . I left Saitghton 

Hall the 14tb* a place where the Lord permitted 
me to be tried with great and sore inward con- 
flicts* but out of which be also* in a great measure* 
delivered me \ a place wherein he gave me, in 
much mercy* to know him* times without number* 
as a God that heareth prayer, both for myself 
and others. He also afforded frequent opportu- 
nities of attempting to do good to others, by 
having the gospel preached immy house ; by the 
distribution of religious tracts among the people, 
audby conversing with many individuals upon the 
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concerns of their immortal souls. However feeble 
the attempts, if the Lord give his blessing, they 
shall not be in rain. Saughton Hall was a place 
to which I was much attached j but when the 
'Lord called me to leave it, he enabled me cheer- 
fully to give it up, and perhaps I may see more 
clearly afterwards his reasons for calling me out 
of it at present, I am satisfied with my situa- 
tion. His presence constitutes my heaven in 
every place. May he enable me to love him 
more, and serve him better in this place, than 
ever I have yet done. Then I shall indeed have 
reason to praise him for the change. 1 have much 
cause to bless him for carrying me through much 
hurry, fatigue, and a variety of scenes, without 
suffering by it ; and for giving me, since I came 
here, health of body, intercourse with bis people, 
the privilege of repeatedly entering his house of 
prayer, and also some opportnnities of acting for 
him, though my spiritual comforts have not been 
so great. 

December 19. Friday. Words foil to express 
my obligations to the Lord. Knee Wednesday, 

. last week, I have had gracious seasons, both when 
alone and when with others. When Jesus smiles, 
my heaven is begun ; and of late he has been 
present and precious. He is the sacred soured 
from whence spring my chiefest joys. I long to 
proveius utmost salvation, and fulness of love ; 
to be lost in that ocean of love, that neither 
knows bottom nor shore. 

— — 22. This also has been a precious- day; 
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My fellowship has been with the Father and the 
Sod from morning to night. I have felt wrapt 
up in Jesns, and proved him such a source of 
calm repose as I cannot easily express. How 
poor aiid trifling does ail created good appear, 
when thus highly favoured of God. He in mercy 
keeps me keenly sensible of my weakness, while 
he lets me feel where my strength lies, and 
makes me aware of my danger. As it respects 
spiritual pride, toy soul trembles at the thought. 
I ; fly to the feet of Jesus, and there I am safe. 


% 

1783. 


Diary and Correspondence continued. 


January 3. My God has seen meet to conduct 
me to the beginning of a new year, and with an 
unusual measure of bodily health. I was enabled 
to wait upon him in public very late on the last 
night of the last year, and early on the first day 
of this j neither of which I had been privileged 
to do for many years. A painful languor has 
rested on my mind for some little time. I have 
no condemnation, but experience a keen convic- 
tion of my want of more spiritual life. I see and 
feel the necessity of drawing near to GotLJudeed 
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he has so moulded my spirit, that if I do not 
enjoy comfort in him, I cannot find it in any 
thing else. Long since he inclined me to flee 
from the world lest I should be hurt by it, and 
also because I had no relish for it ; so that I am 
thankful to say, I have no proper source of coin- 
' fort but in himself. When, therefore, I feel at a 
distance from him, I am all an aching void, and 
am entirely out of my element. 1 also grieve 
from day to day that my sphere of usefulness 
remains so contracted. My desires to act for 
God are constant and vigorous ; and his promises , 
for this are many and extensive ; but “ hope 
deferred maketh the heart sick.” The aspect 
of Providence has long in this respect appeared 
to oppose my wishes and expectations, hence 
arises my grief : but I would chide my unbelief. 
Surely the promises of a faithful God shall not, 
cannot fail. Upon a review of the last year, I 
• perceive this has been my complaint during the 
whole of it ; yet I trust I have been kept thirsting 
after all the life of God, and for the full accom-t 
plishment of all theprecious promises behas given, 
in my behalf. Hasten, Lord, the happy time. 

22. I have lately been favoured with a 

more ardent spirit of prayer than almost ever 
formerly : my whole soul seemed to struggle into 
God, and to pant keenly after the full .accom- 
plishment of the promises. I was in great hopes 
that the time to favour me was come ; for I felt 
as though I could not live at such a distance from 
God, was made astonished and ashamed at my 
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past unfaithfulness and unprofitableness; and 
amazed that the Lord had borne with mp so long. 
For some days past this keen edge has been 
blunted; and is succeeded by a degree of languor. 
My constant desire is, for the full enjoyment 
of the blessing of sanctification ; aud I would 
always be at a throne of grace : but when there, 
I do not enjoy that spirit of fervent supplication 
as lately ; nay, all my kindling ardours die away, 
and 1 remain uneasy and restless. O to enter 
into a permanent rest, where all is light, life, and 
power! O to be all praise, all love, and all 
activity ! My desires' after more extensive use- 
fulness continue, and recently the Lord favoured 
me with new opportunities, and afforded me 
power to embrace them. I feel the. will of my 
God to be precious, and desire in all things to 
be conformed to it. 

February 14. I have had a small revival, but 
it does not' provelasting. Gn Monday evening 
my heart was softened, my mind serene, and a 
degree of sweetness was diffused throughout my 
soul. The following day, this inejeased 4 ; and 
the Lord shewed me clearly the state of ray soul, 
and convinced me that part of my suffering had 
arisen from a partial ignorance respecting it. 
While I painfully thought the work of grace was 
at a stand, the Lord was in fact carrying it o'n, 
though not in that joyous way 1 wished but by 
giving me a general and constant view of the 
shortness of time, and the infinite value of eter- 
nity, thereby making all earthly and • transient; 
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things appear very poor and little indeed. This 
is an important lesson. O that I may barn it 
fully ! then all other things will be easily set right. 

— — 28. Still I have cause to complain ; still 
I am far from possessing that degree of spiritnal 
life, which I know to be my privilege. Since 
my last I have enjoyed tastes Of the goodness of 
God, but they were too short to satisfy. I have 
felt a sensible increase of hungering after the 
Whole image of God ; the want of a fall posses- 
sion of this, has pained my inmost soul : bat 1 
am again- in a measure sinking from this ardour, 
and it is succeeded by a degree of languor which 
alarms me. When shall I be all I wish 1 Secret 
prayer is the means from which I derive the 
greatest benefit at preset) t. I do indeed prove 
this to be a special privilege : 1 could not liver 
without it, though I do not always find comfort 
in it. 1 still ardently desire an enlarged sphere 
of usefulness, and find it comfortable to embrace 
the opportunities afforded me, though alas 1 I 
am not so faithful herein as I ought to be. Q 
what great things hath God promised and pre- 
pared for his children even here f Why should t 
come so far short ? 

March 12. I would with gratitude acknow- 
ledge the goodness of my God, who, for the two 
last weeks, has given me more reason, than for 
some time, to conclude that be is carrying on 
his work in my soul, and with much freedom 
from painful temptation and inward- conflicts. 
He has, with the return of spring, given me a 
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fresh, spring of heavenly Sections ; sweetly allur* 
ing me to himself, and constraining me to yield 
up all the affectionate powers of my heart to him, 
with whom true joys abound. Then i would 
centre all my happiness ; from that sacred source 
I would draw all my consolation. 1 have been 
favoured with the sweet and sensible presence of 
my God, especially this last week, both in public 
and private, but particularly in secret prayer. In 
the house of God, my views of a happy eternity 
have been truly delightful. For about two hours 
last week, I felt most keenly,, from a fear that 1 
had- grieved the Spirit of God j but the Lord in 
mercy removed my distress, and comforted me. 
He shews me that my works are not perfect; 
clearly sets before me how much more closely I 
may trelk with him : how much more glory l 
may tiring to hiob j. and if I can judge of the feel- 
inga of my heart, .1 should esteem it my richest 
privilege to give him each precious moment as it 
fiies, and to prove the utmost power of trans- 
forming grace. 

14. Still my God is good. Last night, 

in the chapel; it was indeed a time of love. God 
the Father, and Son, drew near; surrounded me 
with their peaceful presence, and filled my soul,— 
not with rapturous joy, but with a silent heaven 
of love. The Divine attraction felt so strong, 
that, like the concentrated rays of the sun, my 
every power and faculty seemed united and fixed 
on God. I felt sweetly sinking into- him, and 
enjoyed most delightful and extensive views of 
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holiness. I experience to-day* as one blessed 
effect of this heavenly visitation, an increasing 
poorer to take up my cross, to deny myself, and 
fo follow the Lord. 

26. This morning, while I was convers- 
ing with some persons that love God, Jesns drew 
near, and filled my soul with sweet surprise. 
When he is nigh, sorrow and care fly far away. 
Throughout the day, he at different times ap- 
peared to. the eye of my faith as altogether lovely ; 
yet my enemies pushed hard at me, and one 
temptation for some time prevailed. But, O, 
with what desire did I breathe after pure and 
perfect love ; that Jesus might more fully possess 
my .heart, and felt willing to part with all foi'this. 
For some time, my hungering and thirsting after 
entire devotedness to God, have been abundantly 
increased : yet I have also felt depressed with a 
sense of my unprofitableness. O that the Lord 
would enlarge my sphere of usefulness. I long 
to be active for God, and useful to my fellow- 
creatures. I have the promise of. a faithful God 
for this ; but the time seems long delayed. O 
that now he would do as be bath spoken. 

May 23. Coates. Having obtained help of 
God, I continue to this day, witnessing that he is 
good. Since my last date, 1 have had severe 
and unexpected trials, but the Lord has brought 
me through. O that I could add, with glory to 
his Name, and with profit to my own soul : but 
alas ! herein I am still defective. 1 have also 
enjoyed many mercies. O that I could say, they 
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produced all that warmth' of gratitude they were 
calculated to do ; but herein also I greatly fail. 

In very many respects I am a wonder to myself. 
When will my complainings cease ? I am weary 
of them. When shall I -be all love and all praise t 
The Lord brought me to this place on the 16th 
instant; through many difficulties : it has been • 
mostly a season of trial ever since; yet mingled 
with many mercies. At Gardener's house; from 
whence I came, I had much cause to speak of 
the goodness of the Lord ; and here also I expect 
his tender mercies will follow me. O that I may 
be endued with power to glorify him , however it 
may fare with me. 

June 6. Since my last date, the Lord ha» 
appeared remarkably in my behalf, aud has 
wrought out for me a great temporal deliverance. 
His goodness astonished me,; and his faithfulness, 
which shone conspicuously in this affair, confirms 
my trust in him for future mercies : but yet this 
lively sense of his kindness does not prove so 
lasting as it ought. O I much need more grace ! 
Par some weeks past, I have been harassed with 
worldly matters, which have occupied much of 
my time, and I fear injured my mind ; at least, 
damped my spiritual ardour. I hope the bustle 
is now nearly over. O that I may, a thousand 
times more than ever, centre in God; feel calm 
repose in the bosom and blood of Jesus, and be 
all for Jehovah. 

13* My soul is made very desirous of an 

enlarged sphere of action for God : the language 
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of my heart is, what shall I do far God t 1 
have cried to him repeatedly, that he would put 
some work in my hand, and I think he has 
pointed out one or two ways wherein I may' be 
of some use to his cause and people. He has 
given me strong convictions, since I came here,' 
of the shortness and uncertainty of time — of the 
unsatisfactory nature of all sublunary good — of 
the great propriety of using all for him — and of 
my doing as much as possible during my short 
life for his cause. May his grace enable me to 
reduce these lessons to practice; may I enjoy 
more of his love in my heart. He has in mercy 
lately warned me of danger, where I was not 
suspecting any; and stimulated me to cry to him, 
to be preserved from whatever would grieve his 
•Spijit, or in the least injure my -own soul.’' 

ii ii 1 1 in . 

\tyhile Lady Maxwell was thus intensely de- 
siring an enlarged sphere of usefulness for herself,, 
she continued to stimulate her friends to go for- 
ward with their works of faith and labours of 
love. The following letters must not be omitted. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Coates, June 19, 1783. 

I had both my dear daughter’s letters, and 
would have answered the first sooner, but have 
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bad pestle staging In my boose for some days, 
to whom I gave a good deal of my time, fondly 
hoping it might be of some ose to them. Besides, 
1 have not been so - well for the last two weeks, 
and, on Sunday, was only out about two boors 
to the West Church, which was a time of re- 
freshing. Mr. Jones and Mr. Groves were no 
small addition ; both seemed alive, and in general 
it appeared to be a good time. I hope Mr. G— 
mil be of use at Edinburgh, multitudes attend 
his preaching. He was with me yesterday, when 
we had some profitable conversation. O that the 
Lord would give a fresh commission to many 
of his ministering servants, that his word may 
run and have free dourse, that multitudes may 
.fall down under the power of it, and our God be 
glorified, from the rising to the setting sun. How 
desirable is it to be in any way instrumental in pro- 
moting this great work. Time is flying, men are 
dying, and eternity hastens on. This is not onr 
rest, we mnst not expect it here ; let -ns then be 
willing to embrace every ineonveniency the Lord 
may see meet to lay in our way ; let us live as 
pilgrims, hastening heme to our glorious rest, 
and endeavouring to take as many with us as we 
can. We have hitherto lived at a poor dying rate, 
much beneath our privileges ; let the time, past 
more than suffice ; let us now arise and lay aside 
every weight, look continually to Jesus, and live 
hy faith upon him, and we shall.find wonders done 
in his holy Name, both for ourselves and others. 

I am glad Lady G— • is getting better ; I hope 
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the Lord has much to do for her, and with her, 
before she takes possession of that inheritance 
that fadeth not away. With my love, tell her, 
1 had all her letters, and lost no time in doing 
what she wished me; but the person she men- 
tioned was gone out of town, not to return till 
this night, when I hope to give him the infor- ; 
mation she desired ; and on Monday, I hope to 
be able to give her some account of the matter* 
Mrs.N — is much as usual, rather stirred up by 
Mr. G — . Scarlet fevers are prevailing in town, 
and a putrid one at Dunbar ; but when , will the 
inhabitants learn righteousness. 

I wish I could provide you with a proper maid, 
but it is a difficult matter ; you have my prayers 
for it, and if I hear of one, will let you know. 
Prayer can procure all things that’is for our good. 
Q what cause of thankfulness is it, that w r e have a 
gracious God to go to on all occasions. Use and 
enjoy this privilege, and you can never be miser- 
able. You want more faith; cry mightily for it, 
and stir up the gift of God that is in you, and let 
not the povrer of temptation obscure that comfort- 
able light it is the will of God you should walk in, 
or weaken that strength of which you are possessed 
in virtue of your union with the Lord of life and 
glory. May the Lord set you free, and keep you 
so, and enable you more than ever to spend 
and be spent in his cause. So prays, my dear 
daughter, your affectionate parent, D. M, > 
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, LETTER XXXV. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Coates, July 8 , 1783 . 

How is my dear daughter since she arrived 
at MofFot ? May I hope better both in body and 
mind ? It is surely a great evil to think more 
highly of ourselves than we ought to think ; but 
I judge it is also a loss not to form sljusI estimate 
of ourselves. It is the opinion of one of our 
English Poets, that the part we act in life bears 
an exact proportion to the judgment we form of 
ourselves ; that we never shall attempt any thing 
great* either for* God or man, if we think very 
-meanly of ourselves. This sentiment, though it 
came from the pen of a man that I believe had 
no religion, yet properly qualified, it is truth. In 
one sense we cannot think too meanly of our- 
selves ; but in another, 1 think we may, and I 
believe the adversary of souls has a hand in it; 
for while he persuades us that we are so poor 
and despicable, we can do nothing ; he means 
thereby to cut asunder the very sinews of our 
active endeavours for the glory of God, and the 
good. .of our fellow-creatures. This is a very 
subtle device of satan ; by it, many strong ones 
are rendered weak, and kept useless all their 
days, when by nature and grace they are formed 
for extensive usefulness. May the Lord shinq 
into your soul, and give you to know the things 
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that are- freely given yon of God, andenable you 
to use them ail to bis glory, die good of your 
fellow-creatures, and -the. comfort of your own 
soul. I know this is the habitual. desire of your 
heart. 

Is there any way which occurs to your mind 
for the promoting of any, or all of these, iQ which 
you could take a more active part than you have 
-hitherto done ? I think it would be of use to 
you. Your nerves and spirits are, I think, very 
weak at present; see that you do ail you can in 
your present situation for strengthening them. O 
get free from unnecessary cares, and from taking 
too great a weight of even necessary ones. Fear 
nothing ; neither persons, placesy nor things. It' 
is our privilege to have but one desire — that is, to 
please God ; and but one fear — lest we should 
offend him. This brings much sweet liberty into 
the soul. May you feel it so ! 

I shall be glad to hear soon from you, with 
many particulars about yourself, and our dear 
- friend, and also of Lady J. Many thanks for the 
bottle you sent me. I am much as when you 
saw me. I wrote Lady G. last night, but forgot 
to give her my address. Most people continue 
my old one. Princess-street, and my letters always 
come safe. In every place and situation I con- 
tinue, my dear daughter. 

Your affectionate parent, D. M.” 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

" * 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Coatesy July 24 thy 1783. 

My dear daughter’s letter of the 16th I did 
not receive till the 23d, owing to Miss N — 
being out of town. I began to fear that either 
Lady <3— ~ or you was not well. Both letters 
were most acceptable, and agreeable. By your 
desire I write soon. I am glad the visits, you 
mention are over, and the hurry and agitation 
occasioned by them subsiding. I would almost 
say> it is a great mercy when we are hurt by 
worldly company, (1 do not mean sinfiilly so) $ 
it is a great preservative against mixing too much 
with it, and a loud call to avoid it, as much as 
is consistent with the will of God, and our duty. 

I perceive, by your letter* that you are suf- 
fering both in body and mind from different* 
causes j some of which have often proved a - 
source of distress to you. O that the Lord 
would teach you to depend more upon himself, 
and to be less attached to the creature, indeed, 
it is your privilege to be free and disentangled 
from ally to give them all up to God, and to 
leave them there. This will secure to you the true 
enjoyment of them $ but this victory the power of 
sovereign grace alone can give, and it is more 
difficult to some tempers than others. The more 
you love God, the more easy you will find it 
Vol.iL c 
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to trust him with .whatever is dearest to you, 
whether persons or things j and the greater degree 
of sweet liberty you will feel in your own soul. 

There is nothing so hurtful to the nervous 
system, as anxiety ; it preys upon the vitals, and 
weakens the whole frame ; and, what is worse 
than all, it grieves the Holy Spirit. But I hope 
you will be made conqueror over that, and every 
other foe, and prove God’s utmost salvation and 
fulness of love : then you will find, “ where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” Theu 
you will be better able to commit not only your 
own way, but the way of those you love unto 
the Lord, and to trust in him that he will bring 
it to pass : then you will see cause to praise him, 
when he has wrought that work that caused your 
needless fears. I feel inclined to say, (( O thou of 
little faith, wherefore dost thou doubt ?” Where- 
fore dost thou fear from day to day ? for thyself 
and others, and where is there any just cause 
for fear? “ The Lord God Omnipotent rcigneth>” 
and this God is your God, and the God of your 
dear friend, and he will be the guide of both even 
unto death. His faithfulness is a constant shield 
and buckler to both : you may have access every 
moment, for counsel and direction from him, 
and you are surrounded with his promises for 
time and eternity. You have no views in life 
but to glorify God and to enjoy him ; how then 
can you entertain one shadow of a doubt, 
that the Lord will not shine upon your path, and . 
lead you into all his holy will? O, my dear. 
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madam, see your privileges, and live up to them, 
aud say, with the poet, 

“ Away my unbelieving fears, 

F^ar shall no more in me have place.” 

When the Lord answers our prayers, he often 
thwarts our inclinations , and by leading ns into 
all his holy will* he most frequently crosses our 
own . But these are sacrifices he expects we will 
offer up to him. All Lady G — *s exercises will, 

I trust, terminate as you and 1 could wish, in her 
owa good, and that of others. You may assist 
her much, by your prayers, your counsel, and 
. your ready and cheerful acquiescence in whatever 
she has reason to believe is the will of God con- 
cerning her. I rejoice in the good accounts from 
London. O that the work of the Lord may in- 
crease in all places : may his kingdom come, 
and his will be done ; and may we be permitted, 
and honoured, to throw in our mite also ; may 
all we have and are be devoted to God. How 
does Lady I — go on? Believe me ever your 
affectionate parent, D. M.” 

■ ■ 

The Lord had important work in reversion for 
his pious handmaid, and he was now gradually 
preparing her to engage in it, with all the spiri- 
tual ardour of a primitive Christian. The inten- 
sity of desire breathed forth in many of the fol- 
lowing extracts, and the victorious faith mani- 
C 2 
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fested throughout, until she received “ the ac- 
complishment of the promises," are truly re- 
markable. 

4 

“ July 27. Since the 13th, I have experienced a 
small increase ; a keener edge upon my spirit ; — 
a sharper appetite for spiritual food ; — a greater 
standing alone with God ; — a fuller emptying of 
Created good ; — a deeper conviction of the short - 
ness of time, and the awful importance of eter- 
nity ; — with an increase of love to God, sweetness 
in duty, and more ardent desires to be wholly 
employed for him. Still my God continues his 
goodness to me, with regard to secret prayer, 
allowing me liberty to pour out all my heart to 
him; to cast all my cares upon him ; and to spread 
all fa y wants before him. How very often do I 
prove him to be a God that heareth prayer. I have 
been lately favoured with some precious instances 
of this ; of his care over me in preserving me in 
the time of danger, and in providing for my 
safety when I thought not of it. 

September 12. Upon a strict review of what has 
passed within, and without, during the last month, 

I have cause to record the goodness of my God 
in very many respects 5 yet my comforts have 
run in so low a channel, that I seem to have but 
little to say. One thing I must observe, that if 
spiritual consolations have been small, inward 
conflicts and outward trials have also been few. 

I Have felt a keener edge upon my spirit, strong 
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desires after all the life of God, and for power 
to glorify him in a more active and useful way. 
He has enabled me to be much in prayer for the 
accomplishment of the promises, though with 
little comfort; yet .at times, I have been brought 
into extremity s seeing all outward helps failing ; 
no opening in Providence for extensive useful- 
ness ; no immediate answers to prayer in respect 
to this particular. Besides the removal of those 
that were helpful to me by prayer and con- 
ference, some to Abraham’s bosom, — others 
turned seemingly aside — all these things appear 
against me, and tend to discourage me ; so that 
at times I have been sorely perplexed. Yet in 
the midst of these trials, I have been upheld by 
an Almighty power, and still hope not one word 
shall fail of all the good things which God hath pro- 
mised. Though in a great measure I stand alone, 
and have done so for some time, I am enabled 
to believe that the Lord is able to make me stand, 
and that he will perfect what concerns me; 
though destitute of various helps which I once 
enjoyed. Even so, Amen. 

October 3. Still my soul is vexed with a par- 
tial distance from God ; still he delays his coming 
in the full accomplishment of the promises : 
still the means of grace are comparatively un- 
profitable, and at times I feel the fiery darts of 
satan. It is an emptying season. Yet the Lord 
frequently answers my prayers with regard to 
temporal things, from which I derive encourage- 
ment ; but it is spiritual blessings I long for : a 
C«3 
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healthful soul, and a useful life. This God hath 
promised. And though at present a sable cloud 
envelopes me, I will still wait, and hope, and 
believe to the end. O to be all alive to God 3 to 
possess a heart flaming with Divine love ; and a 
life shining with every grace of the Holy Spirit. 
For these I would despise crowns and sceptres. 
Lord, grant me all I want, for Christ’s sake, and 
I will praise thee in time and through eternity.” 

Lady M — , at this time, suffered from a degree 
of uncertainty respecting the work of grace in 
her heart. She had not yet publicly professed 
entire sanctification , but at times believed that 
she enjoyed the blessing : at other seasons, she 
was perplexed with doubts, and was led to fear 
that those doubts were occasioned by her not 
humbly declaring, “ what God had done for her 
soul.” That she might be delivered from this 
state of uncertainty, she solicited an interest in 
the prayers of her friends. 

LETTER XXXVII. 
to miss"ritchie. 

October 18, 1783. 

I wrote dear Miss Ritchie many months ago, 
and hope it is hot want of health which prevents 
my having an ' answer. If entirely convenient, 
should be glad to be assured of this by her own 
pen. 

For some time past, a painful degree of un- 
certainty has rested upon my experience. 1 feel 
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afraid of drawing any certain conclusion con- 
cerning the present state of my soul ; lest, on 
the one hand, I deny what the Lord has done for 
me ; or, on the other, presume on what he has 
not given. On this account, I suffer a good deal 
of distress, and feel much inclined, if you will 
permit me, to ask the assistance of your prayers 
in a particular manner ; that the Lord would 
cause his heavenly light to shine bright into my 
soul, and thereby scatter every cloud, and do 
away all degree of painful doubt : that 1 may 1 
know the things freely given me of God ; and 
be enabled to give him the glory, and take the 
comfort to myself. The fiery darts of the enemy 
1 feel at times keenly pointed : you know, I doubt 
not, the sharp distress these occasion. I trust, all 
I feel is in mercy, and will be over-ruled for 
good 5 but I long much for deliverance, if agree- 
able to the Divine will. The Lord has given me 
. exceeding great and precious promises, for all 
1 can want both for soul, body, and outward 
estate ; in time, and through eternity : many of 
which be has accomplished ; but the delay of the 
rest often proves a source of the most painful 
sensations. I long to be fully established in God's 
utmost salvation ; to be firm as a wall of brass, 
and as an iron pillar strong. Surely this is his 
will concerning me. Do, then, dear Miss Ritchie, 
plead earnestly that I may stand perfect and 
complete in it; and thereby you will greatly 
oblige, your affectionate friend, in the bonds of 
the gospel, D. Maxwell.” 

C 4 
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Such precaution is highly praise-worthy, and 
deserves to be imitated by all the people of God. 
A few more extracts from the Diary will conduct 
to the end of this year. * 


“ October 29. The Lord hath appeared in my 
behalf, and sent me help from his holy hill, for 
which I desire to bless him. Last Saturday, he 
gave me a little reviving in my bondage ; and on 
the succeeding Sabbath, 1 felt his power, tasted 
his goodness, and proved his faithfulness. While 
the enemy was attempting to pour in as a flood, 
he lifted up a standard ; disarmed satan of his 
malicious power, and armed me with Divine 
strength. In spite of all opposition, I was enabled 
to stand still, and see the salvation of God. Since 
ben, I have enjoyed more comfort, more sweet- 
u ess in prayer, and vigorous desires to be all for 
God. Immediately before this revival, I felt 
stripped of all, except a power to call on the 
Lord ; and, indeed, my heart and flesh cried out 
for the living God, but this was in the absence of 
every joyous sensation. Truly God is good to 
Israel, and though at times he may tarry long, he 
will avenge his own elect, who, night and day cry 
unto him. 

November 19. Since my last date, I have had 
seasons of trial and of consolation. Last week- 
was a time of severe temptation. I scarcely knew 
to which hand to turn ; yet, in the midst of all, 
through mercy, I was enabled to cry mightily to 
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God, and lie has heard and sent me deliverance. 
Yesterday, while conversing with some of his 
children on religious subjects, he made it a season 
of refreshing' from his presence, both to myself 
and others. God, the Father and Son, were 
dear to the eye of my faith ; and all within was 
peace and serenity. This happy frame continued 
through the day; and to-day, though much 
tempted, my God is sensibly with me. 

December 2. This has truly been a precious 
day : from morning to night, my peace has flowed 
as a river. In conversation, the Lord has sug- 
gested profitable matter, and given ability to ex- 
press it. At times my pen, and tongue, move 
freely; at others, I feel ’‘a total incapacity, and 
labour under a painful stagnation of thought : 
this convinces me, that the power to use either 
to purpose, comes from the Lord. Indeed the 
further I go in the Divine life, the more conscious 
I am of my entire dependance upon God, and 
that ft is so affords me peculiar pleasure. He is 
daily teaching me more simplicity of spirit; 
makes me willing to receive all as his unmerited 
gift ; and to call upon him for every thing I need, 
as I need it; and he supplies my wants according 
to existing exigencies. I perceive I have no 
stock in myself, on which to depend ; every new 
service demands a fresh supply, and my God is 
good, and sends me grace to help in the time of 
need. Much of his goodness I have tasted this 
day, in secret and social prayer, in conversation, 
and in meditation. The Lord has also lately re- 
C 5 
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moved much bodily indisposition. O that health, 
time, talents, wealth, influence, all, may be 
used for him. While my God is thus blessing 
me, the enemy is very busy, varying his tempta- 
tions, and applying them most powerfully, where 
perhaps I am weakest : so that, though happy 
in God, I have almost trembled for fear of their 
consequences. My only security is in looking to 
Jesus ; but here l obtain relief. 

22. This has also been a precious day. 

My fellowship has been with die Father and Son 
from morning to night. I have felt wrapt up in 
Jesus, and found him such, a source of calm 
repose as I cannot express. How trifling and 
insignificant does all created good appear, when 
1 am thus highly favoured of God. He, in 
mercy, keeps me. sensible of my weakness, while 
ho lets me know where lies my strength j and 
makes me aware of spiritual pride: my soul 
trembles at the thought of that dreadful evil. 
I Ay to the feet of Jesus, and there 1 am safe. 
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1784, 


Diary and Correspondence continued. 


January 1. Upon a retrospect of the past 
year, I find my obligations to God are exceed* 
ingly great. Many, very many have been the 
times of refreshing I have had from him. How 
many my temporal and spiritual deliverances 1 
and O, how numerous the answers of prayer 
with which I have beep favoured. My com* 
munion with heaven has been sensibly increased ; 
and, times without number] he has made me 
sensible of the accomplishment of a promise] 
powerfully impressed on my mind] several 
years ago that when 1 was converted I should 
strengthen the brethren. In some temporal 
affairs, he has most wonderfully manifested his 
goodness in my behalf; and] on many difficult 
occasions, strengthened and enabled me to 
confess him before others. Language fails to 
express what be has done for mg; indeed it 
beggars aU expression. 1 will extol thee, O God, 
Slid praise thy name for ever and ever $ while I 
have a being, i will praise thee. Through the 
whole of last year, \ have beep kept, panting 
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after extensive usefulness, and thankful when 
any opportunity for doing good was granted me. 
The Lord has also been very good to me in re- 
straining the power of the enemy : spiritual 
temptations have neither been so strong, nor so 
numerous, as I have found them in former times. 
This I esteem a great mercy, for of all sufferings 
and trials, they are the keenest. 

. 11. Sunday. A day much to be remem- 

bered. Through difficulties went to Mr. Jones’s 
chapel, where the sacrament was to be dis- 
pensed. From the moment 1 sat down, the. 
Lord began to bless me, and many things in the 
sermop were comfortable : but on sitting down 
at the table, my communion with the Father and 
Son was sensibly deepened : 1 had certainly a 
foretaste of the heavenly glory. How sweet and 
near was my fellowship with the Father : God 

? eemed to surround me with his presence. I 
vas permitted to put up many petitions for 
myself and others, and for the church. 1 hope 
they will be answered. language fails when 1 
would express my gratitude to the Lord. O that 
my life may express it. 

February 6. Sinoe my last date, 1 have been 
comforted, and also severely tried 1 hare felt die 
rod of. God, whereby nature suffered keenly : but 
1 hare also proved die staff of God supporting 
me. He in groat: mercy, prepared me for suf- 
fering, .by an increase of fellowship with himself. 
How tenderly does he deal Withlne ! In the time 
of a most unexpected trial, my'deisus drew near. 
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as if he had said, “ Though friends die, I live 
for ever.” Blessed Lord, that is enough. Yet 
nature feels, animal spirits are weakened, and - 
spiritual temptations, have been strong ; but in 
all my God is good. 

— — 20. I find my mind for some time past 
enlarged by the habitual consideration of eternity. 
These thoughts tend much to rectify the judge- 
ment; and when that is fully instructed, the 
passions are easily adjusted. How contracted are 
our views, while confined within the limits of 
time. Here there are no. objects in any degree 
adequate to the vast powers and infinite desires 
of an immortal soul ; but when we contemplate 
eternity, what a boundless prospect presents 
itself! What a full scope may we there give to 
our most extensive views and wishes. There all 
our "holy affections may roam at large, and find 
abundance of objects perfectly suited in kind and 
duration, to their nature. O my God, in these 
glorious regions of bliss and peace, which the 
gospel brings to light, may 1 for ever enjoy Thee : . 

March 4. I have felt very variously in the 
course of these last thirteen days# sAt times; 
painfully exercised in my mind; through the pre^ 
Valence of spiritual temptations* and the remains 
of unbelief; these produced keen distress, though 
through the goodness of God, it was hot per- 
mitted to continue long. On Saturday last, Jesus 
drew nigh, rebuked the adversary, disappointed 
•my fears, comforted my soul, and gate me a 
sweet conviction that God was the hoatev jof 
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prayer, answering the petitions I offered up to 
him. But soon after, the clouds again gathered, 
and I was distressed. The enemy renewed his 
attacks } and not perceiving the stratagem, 1 felt 
painfully fearful, that it was myself which ob- 
structed the accomplishment of the promises; 
both those which relate to the prosperity of my 
own soul, and those which refer to extensive (use- 
fulness. This caused poignant sorrow, better 
felt than expressed. The more so, now my whole 
soul is bent upon glorifying God : by enjoying 
him continually in my own soul, and by being 
active in his cause. But last night, I felt a sweet 
impression on my mind, and from its effects, I 
trust it was from the lord, that the delay, ,which 
causes me at times so much distress, was not of 
myself, but of the Lord ; that matters were not 
yet ripe for the full accomplishment ; but that 
the lord would, in his own time, bring to pass 
in me, and by me, what he has promised. This 
impression wonderfully calmed my mind, re- 
moved my painful fears, and led me to trust in 
the Lord. That impatience, which bordered 
upon the haste of unbelief, fled away ; 1 was led 
to see, that 1 Was called to wait patiently, and 
calmly to hope, that what the Lord had said, he 
would do. . 

May 12. For the last three weeks, I hare 
experienced the most intense thirst after an in- 
crease of the life of God in my soul, and an 
enlarged sphere of usefulness. I felt spurred on 
by strong desire, stimulated by the promises of 
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God, and strengthened to plead by the spirit of 
prayer. Yet as no opening in Providence ap- 
peared for the latter, and little or no answer in 
return to the former, my faith was tried to the 
uttermost. My heart felt ready to break, for 
the longing it had after God. It seemed as if I 
could not live, except my prayers were heard 
and answered, with respect to these two par- 
ticulars. At length, my God, who is rich in 
mercy, proved it, by condescending to send me 
an answer last Sabbath from bis holy habitation. 
In the morning, I went to church, where the 
ordinance of the sapper was to be administered. 
The words spoken from were, — “ Mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation.” The text struck me, 
mid I was led to expect something good, yet 
found nothing remarkable from the sermon. 
The enemy was now very busy, mid my mind 
felt uncommonly prone to wander from the point 
in hand : but if the Most High is determined to 
arise and work, who can hinder ? At his holy 
table, to which I went much agitated, all my ' 
wanderings ceased, and God spake with power to 
my soul. He condescended to unfold to me the 
seeming mystery of his late dispensations towards 
me, both in providence and grace. He told me, 
it was to try ray frith, and to prove whether 
I would continue to follow him through every 
discouragement, and continue believing his pro- 
mises, although the aspect of providence contra- 
dicted them. He . then assured me my frith 
.should prove triumphant, even Os the frith of the 
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woman of Canaan, who, continued to plead for 
her daughter in spite of every discouragement. 
These gracious words brought amazing strength 
Into my soul ; I felt determined, with a Divine 
fortitude, to cleave unto the Lord, in spite Of 
every opposition; to hope against hope, and 
patiently to wait upon him, till he saw meet to 
accomplish the promises. This heavenly frame 
continued : through the day, and in the evening, 
while in the house of prayer, my God renewed 
his former kindness : O for a power to retain it. 
How great is his goodness. Surely it is good to 
wait upon the Lord, and to .trust in him. But 
lest I should be exalted above measure, the day 
following, I was confined with severe indis- 
position of body. On Tuesday morning, I felt 
a degree of languor of spirit, and confusion of 
mind, which grieved me. Having to meet with a 
Christian friend or two, I prayed much for the 
presence of the Lord to be *with us. He heard 
my cry, and gave me my petition. He made me 
very sensible of the approach of Deity. While 
I sting bis praises, a reverential consciousness of 
the Divine presence rested oh and animated my 
soul ; God the Father revealed himself to me, 
and that near and clear view of him has con- 
tinued- with me ever since. How caft I sufficiently 
'praise- him j ! find where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty. • ’ . 

.28, ' Since the 17tb, the Lord has sup- 
ported me under many trials, some- Of -them most 
•-Uttehpecthd; ahid Which -pierced mC to the -quick. 
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He has given me to feel much, very much, of the 
insipidity of worldly enjoyment, and caused 
some creature comforts to prove bitterness to 
me. Though these things wrung my heart with 
keen anguish, and brought tears from my eyes, 
yet I found I could, from my inmost soul, bless 
God for thus dealing with me, because salutary 
purposes were answered by the painful dispen- 
sations. 1 thus get further from the creature, 
and nearer to God j convinced he only can make 
me truly happy. Persons, things, and places, 
are in themselves empty cisterns, which hold no 
waters of consolation,, but us the Lord pours 
into them. And if I do not rise and keep above 
them all, they will pierce me through with many 
sorrows. My God does all things well. O to 
be faithful to him ! Though thus tried, I have 
not been left comfortless : the Lord has been 
good. He still gives me power to hold fast what 
he has spoken, in spite of satan and every foe. 
0 that he would come quickly, and do as he has 
said ! 

June 27. In the course of these seventeen 
days I have not experienced any very material 
change. I have had, at various seasons, an in- 
crease of the more immediate presence of God ; 
and Jesus has sweetly attracted my heart and 
affections, by appearing in his native beauty; 
shining with the milder beams of his mediatorial 
glory. In him resides the fulness of the God- 
head bodily ! Deity in its plenitude of power ! 
Comfortable, animating thought ! And Jesus is 
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mine. Amazing mercy ! On Sunday week I 
had an opportunity to sit down at the Lord’s 
table, where I felt my inmost soul pierced with 
a sense of bis goodness. For some days after I 
was kept praying without ceasing, and was in 
hopes the time to favour me was come; but to 
this succeeded two bitter days of outward and 
inward . trials. On Sunday last, through many 
difficulties, but with strong desire, and great 
expectation, I entered the house of God. In the 
former part of the day I was disappointed ; in - 
the latter, he whom my soul loveth, drew nigh, 
and I was comforted. Yesterday my soul felt as 
if drawn from its centre ; my keen relish for 
Divine things was much lessened, and my com- 
fort greatly abated ; yet I was much strengthened 
to attempt the spiritual benefit of others, by writ- 
ing, speaking, and giving away books on divinity. 
These opportunities of doing good were most un- 
expected ; but while thus engaged, the adversary 
was most assiduous in his attempts to distress ; 
painful temptation for some time prevailed, but 
by prayer and faith he was conquered. 

October 22. . In the course of these seven 
weeks I have too much given way to temptation, 
by not writing. Satan has recourse to many 
stratagems to prevent it. He knows it is pro- 
fitable, and therefore opposes it. I have much 
cause to bless the Lord for many mercies, spiritual 
and temporal. Since my last date I have had 
sweet seasons, many answers to prayer, and 
power to attempt doing good, in a way not 
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tried, except twice, since I came here : I mean, 
having the gospel preached at this place once 
every week. O that the Lord may smile upon my 
feeble attempt to glorify him, and give success. 
My God has been graciously present at my little 
meeting on Thursday, for prayer, praise, and 
Christian conference; and in secret and social 
prayer has shown much kindness, and given un- 
expected opportunities of acting for him at home 
and abroad, and enabled me to exert more power 
in this way than ever. The issue 1 leave to him. 
Upon the whole, he has kept my soul in a good 
measure alive to him ; panting after the accom- 
plishment of the promises, and daily looking for 
his coming ; to do in me, and by me, as he has 
promised. He increases my desire and power to 
use my substance in the support of bis servants 
and cause ; makes me sensible of my danger as to 
several evils I might fall into ; which causes me to 
cry. to him against them. Secret prayer is more 
and more profitable and comfortable, and a so- 
lemn sense of eternity still rests upon my mind ; 
with a strong desire to improve time, for myself 
and others. At times the Lord gives me to feel my 
weakness, and how quickly I should be swallowed 
up by my enemies, if he did not interpose. This 
night the Lord disappointed my fears; when I 
looked to him, he was at hand to help me. 

December 8. Since my last date I have had 
keen inward sufferings ; what are termed the 
bufferings of satan. Horror, at times, has taken 
hold of me. I felt much, but feared more. I 
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feared that I had grieved the Spirit of God, and 
therefore cried mightily to him, that if this was 
from an enemy he would rebuke the adversary, 
and give freedom from these painful feelings; 
but if from himself, they might continue till every 
end was answered that was intended by sovereign 
|ove. On Sunday last I longed to go to church, 
expecting relief ; and in the afternoon his servant 
was a son of consolation. My soul was strength- ' 
ened and comforted by what I heard. But in 
the evening, at the chapel, my distress returned. 

I felt stripped of all : I wished to be searched to 
the bottom, and appealed to the Lord that I 
longed to be all he would haye me. Jesus drew 
sweetly nigh, and comforted me. For some 
minutes I attempted to examine myself, but all 
was in confusion : one thing seemed pressed upon 
my mind, but whether from an enemy I could 
not say. I gave it up to the Lord, and prayed 
that he would lead me into his will. On Sun- 
day night and Monday, my miyd was burthened i 
1 looked and longed for relief in the means 
afforded me, but was disappointed. On Tuesday 
afternoon, Jesus again drew nigh and comforted 
me ; but this did not continue, and again fear 
returned. Time seemed to fly fast, and still little 
was done. I felt a poor trifler with God. On 
Wednesday I was distressed, fearing many things : 
comfort sprung up in my soul at times, but it 
did not abide. In the course of some years I 
have had several attacks of this kind ; sometimes 
much worse indeed. O that my fears may be 
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disappointed, and that the Lord- would give me 
the thing that I long for ; the accomplishment of 
all the promises he has given for extensive use* 
fulness, and prosperity of soul. I am much dis- 
couraged for want of this; and also, that the 
attempts I make to do good seem to prove abor-' 
tive. When, O iny God, when shall I have it to 
say, that thou hast fulfilled the desires of my 
soul, and given me the thing that I looked for ?” 

Such repeated exercises and deliverances tended 
greatly to qualify Lady Maxwell to give advice, 
and to administer consolation to others when 
tempted or dfstressed. Thus she again addressed 
her afflicted, desponding friend : — 

■ 

LETTER XXXVIII. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Coates , December 14, 1784. 

. . “ I had not time to answer my dear daughter’s 
note yesterday, but wish to-day to ask how she 
does, hearing that many of the family have been 
complaining. In the New Jerusalem, none shall 
say they are sick : but while here, according 
to the -laws of mortality, we must expect to 
be often pained and distressed both, in body and 
mind. But O what comfort does it afford us. 
to know, that “ We have not an High Priest that 
cannot be touched with a feeling of our infirmi- 
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ties on the contrary, in all our afflictions he 
is afflicted. An earthly friend may, and does feel 
for us, yet often cannot relieve ,us ; Jesus, ou 
the contrary, npt only sympathizes with us, but 
supports, upholds, and comforts us ; and the very 
moment that deliverance is proper, he gives it. 
What a strong argument this for entire resignation 
to every dispensation of providence and grape. O 
may our hearts at all times sweetly acquiesce in 
all the holy will of God respecting ourselves, and 
those with whom we stand closely connected! 
His smile creates our day : 

“ In darkest shades if Christ appear. 

Our dawning is begun.” 

I have felt a little of this of late : tried for some 
days with severe conflicts, the fiery darts of the 
enemy were keenly pointed. In these very try- 
ing seasons we feel what poor helpless creatures 
we are : how soon we should be utterly destroyed 
if left to grapple with our spiritual foes in our 
Own strength. O how precious is a Saviour then ! 
In tender mercy he drew near, rebuked the ad- 
versary, and smiled upon me. May he enable 
us, in every temptation, to look to him and over- 
come. 

My soul strongly breathes after more of his 
mind and image, and for power to promote his 
cause and kingdom. I feel but as a babe in him, 
but do long, night and day, for the strength of a 
father. O to possess every purchased blessing ! 

I long also to hear of the prosperity of jour 
soul. You have long walked through a wilder- 
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Dess of trials and temptations. 0 that he now 
would bring yon ihto a wealthy place ! “ Pray 
without ceasing,” and do not faint, though an 
answer is not speedily given. The Lord will 
come in his own time, and rebuke the adversary 
for your sake, and your path shall be as “ the 
shining light, that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day.” I hope you will receive good 
accounts of your brother. Cast all your care upon 
God ; and believe me ever, 

Your affectionate parent in the Lord, D.M.” 

She thus concludes the year 

— 31. I have been much djjawn to secret 
prayer to-day, and spent more time in it than 
usual ; avoiding every unnecessary avocation, and 
even some that were otherwise, in order to give 
myself wholly to prayer and spiritual exercises. 
I have found sweetness, and inward liberty; 
though the adversary was very busy, trying every 
method to intercept mel 1 do not {wove all the 
power of prayer I wish, but 1 have certainly felt 
more of it these last eighteen months than in any 
former period. 1 wish to pray without ceasing. 
1 see the necessity of praying always, and not 
fainting: but I find hope deferred fatigues the 
mind, and wearies the spirit. Yet I feel, through 
grace, determined to pray on, till 1 have it to 
say, not one word has failed of all that the Lord 
has spoken concerning me. Upon a retrospect 
of this year, now come to an end, I find I have 
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infinite cause to praise the Lord, much more so 
than I supposed, when, some days ago, I was 
consulting only my present feelings. It is melan- 
choly to think how soon a sense of the Lord's 
goodness dies away from the spul, even after the 
strongest manifestations of his love. Lord, what 
is man that thou shouldest shew kindness to him ! 
How ungrateful, insensible, unfaithful, and un- 
profitable. 'Yet still thou art good: but thou 
knowest whereof he is made, and rememberest 
he is but dust O, how do I long to feel sovereign 
grace triumphing over all my weakness, igno- 
rance, unbelief, fear, yea, every thing, that is 
contrary to the will of my God. Since January, 
1783, the Father of Mercies has several times 
appeared in my behalf in a remarkable manner ; 
in public, private, and secret : indeed, times 
without number, but more especially on three dif- 
ferent occasions ; twice at his own table, and once 
in secret. What consolation did he pour into 
my soul I With what communion with himself did 
he favour me, immediately before I was visited 
with a severe trial ! Words cannot, may silence 
speak his praise. Some months after that, how 
wonderfully did he condescend to explain the 
dispensations of his providence and grace to- 
ward me, when they were so mysterious I could 
not understand them, and bad well nigh sunk in 
the mire of despondency : but he took me out 
of that horrible pit, set my feet upon a rock, and 
established my goings. Then was I made to ride 
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upon my high places for months, till again, 
through the power of temptation, the remains of 
unbelief, and the subtle workings of the adversary 
of souls, I was driven to extremity. Again Jeho- 
vah, who “ sits above the water-floods, and re- 
in aineth King for ever,” spoke to my sold with 
Divine power, and the mountains melted down. 
He condescended to tell me what he was doing, 
and what be would do, and how much I was mis- 
taking his dealings with me. Amazing goodness ! 
O to be bumble, and thankful ! Here again my 
head was lifted up above my foes, and I was 
made to triumph over those who threatened to 
lead me captive. When stretched upon a bed of 
sickness, O how did my God disappoint my fears, 
and exceed my expectations ! My mind, which 
on these distressing occasions, used to be pain- 
fully languid, and often the seat of inexpressible 
{bars, was refreshed with a sense of the Divine 
presence, and raised above the present affliction j 
and my lips, which used to be closed in these 
trying seasons, were opened to speak the praises 
of him who dealt so kindly with me. But time 
would fail to tell of all the instances of the good- 
ness of my God, daring the last twelve months ; 
and not to me only, but to others also, with 
whom I stand nearly connected : to some, by 
the ties of nature ; to others, by those of grace. 
Suffice it to say, that he bath done all things 
well ; and that eternity alone can bring to light, 
or make sufficiently known, all bis goodness to 
Vol.II. D 
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me« With my soul, and all that is within me, 1 
desire to bless and magnify his holy name ; 

“ To praise him for all that is past. 

And trust him for all that’s to come.” 

Amen. 


1785. 


Diary and Correspondence continued. 


January 12, Very frequently I have taken up 
my pen to give expression to my complainings ; 
but now, I would indite thanks and praises to 
my God for his goodness. I entreated him to 
usher in the year with his blessing, and he has 
granted tny request. He is a God of mercy ; 
blessed are all those who put their trust in hint. 
He gives me to know more and more that he is 
the hearer of prayer. On Sabbath last, 1 had an 
opportunity to renew my covenant engagement 
to the Lord, by sitting down at his table. While 
uniting in prayer with the great congregation, the 
Lord Jesus . drew nigh, brought with him un- 
utterable peace, and shed a heavenly serenity 
throughout my soul : this increased upon sitting 
down at the sacred table, and continued the- 
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Whole day. 1 enjoyed a delightfully spiritual 
Erarue wherever 1 went, and in whatever 1 was 
engaged. The Lord filled my hands all day with 
his work, and my heart with his love. Some 
hours were spent with the sick, in prayer and 
conversation, and in ministering to their wants 
in various ways ; and the Lord countenanced 
those labours of love. My heart,, at times, felt 
almost too full for utterance. 

20. Unwell in body, but comfortable 

in soul. The Lord has increased what he so 
graciously bestowed on Sunday week. I have 
had a fuller enjoyment and clearer view of my 
God and Saviour. It has been almost as one un- 
clouded day, and the cry of my heart is, “ Ever, 
Lord, abide thus with me.” I found my mouth 
opened to tell, before those who fear bis name, 
what he has done for my soul. To-day I have 
ei\joyed many privileges, and endeavoured to let 
others partake of my enjoyments, by having the 
gospel preached to them. Many flock to hear : 
may they understand* The comfort I now enjoy 
makes me dread severe trials ; yet 1 would not 
anticipate evil. One, in particular, 1 have cause 
to fear ; but I leave all to my God, who doth all 
things well, 

28. Still my fellowship is with the Father 

and the Son. In writing to a Christian friend 
to-day, on the goodness of God, and on the 
sweetness of the love of Jesus, my heart seemed 
too full for utterance. This 1 also experienced 
immediately after, when conversing with a Chris- 
D 2 
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tian.' I could not but wonder at this barrenness 
of expression, when Divine love so prevailed in 
my heart. It convinced me, that both the power 
and the propriety of speech are from God, and 
are given, or withheld, as he sees meet. I long 
for the eloquence of Cicero, for the persuasive 
powers of Demosthenes, when speaking of die 
things of God ; yet these , without his blessing, 
would not produce the great and desirable effects 
at which I aim : his glory, in the conversion of 
sinners. I must endeavour to be contented with 
meaner talents, and rest satisfied that even these 
may and will effect great things, if Divine as- 
sistance be afforded. 

February 13. Sunday. My God has been 
unspeakably gracious all this day. I was strong, 
trusting in the Lord. My faith in Jesus seemed 
as a strong cable, fixed to an immoveable rock. 
I walked in the light of a luminous faith, and by 
his strength and light was carried through diffi- 
culties with ease and comfort. I was also privi- 
leged with an opportunity of shewing forth the 
death of Jesus ; and truly he was with me, in bis 
house, and by the way. In the afternoon, found 
the qompany of those that were not alive to God 
exceedingly irksome. What a blessing it is, al- 
ways to associate with living souls. 

March 12. Three weeks have elapsed since 
my last date ; various hinderances have been 
thrown in the way; but. I believe nothing, but 
absolute necessity, should prevent my taking 
notice of God’s dealings with me, by committing 


Digitized by Google 



DARCY, LADY MAXWBLL. 


53 


diem to paper ; as 1 find a lively sense of his 
goodness is too apt to die away from my remem* 
brance. I have not lost what the Lord bestowed 
on the 9th of January, and the Sunday following ; 
but I do not at present enjoy so mHcb sensible 
comfort . I seem to have more faith than love, 
and would gladly hope that the alteration is rather 
in enjoyment , than in possession. Last Sunday 
evening, in the chapel, the Lord renewed his 
goodness to my soul, but it has not proved per- 
manent. I feel this change a great disappoint- 
ment, as I had hoped the time was come, when 
I should be able to “ rejoice evermore, pray with-* 
out ceasing, and in every thing give thanks.” I 
have not relinquished all hopes of its terminating 
in this mature and permanent experience. I 
fear lest my unfaithfulness should be the cause 
of any change for the worse. His grace can 
triumph .over all my weaknesses, ignorance, and 
unbelief. I am also grieved that no effectual 
door is yet . opened for my more extensive use- 
fulness, according to his promise. Still I will 
hope against hope, because he is faithful, and bis 
promises are “ yea and amen.” 

April 1. Again ten days more are expired. 
How rapidly does time fly; — imperceptibly it 
steals'away. How ardently do I desire that my 
improvement may be in proportion to the con- 
stancy and rapidity of its flight. 1 have still 
much cause to adore and bless my God, as the 
hearer of prayer. O that every fresh proof of 
his goodness may strengthen my trust for future 
D3 
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mercies; and more firmly confirm me hi the 
belief, that not one word which he hath spoken 
concerning me shall fail of its accomplishment. 
From my deficiency herein, springs much dis- 
tress ; my harp is often hung upon the willows* 
and then my heart experiences much bitterness. 
Holy Father, whatever it is that causes these* 
depressions, remove it Car hence; and let me 
every moment dwell in love, and in God, that 
God may dwell in me. Lately, at times, I am 
hurt by entering too keenly into the subject on 
Which l am conversing ; especially when it 
happens to be a painful one : this produces too 
many words, many unnecessary ones ; and, for a 
little, interrupts that calmness of mind, serenity 
of soul, and consciousness of the presence of 
God, I wish every moment to retain ; and which 
always sweetly solemnizes the spirit. 

May 4. I am in general kept waiting, as those 
that watch for the morning, for the appearing 
of my God, in that full display of his goodness, 
which he has promised. As yet, my hopes are 
disappointed ; but I am thankful I have nbt been 
permitted to cast away my confidence. 1 still 
believe, that “ he that shall come, will come, 
and will not tarry.” I have lately been favoured 
with many evident answers to prayer ; my ex- 
tremity has been the opportunity for Divine 
mercy to interpose, and often very remarkably 
to disappoint my fears. In secret prayer, the 
Lord frequently renews his loving-kindness to 
my soul; but I long to prove these mani-* 
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Testations of Divine lore more transforming. 
With the Psalmist, I may say, u My soul breaketh 
for the longing it hath” for full conformity to 
the Divine image, and for power to fill up all my 
time for, and with God. 

27. A time of close trial from various 

causes. I have been made to feel, not only the 
emptiness, but the bitterness of persons, places, 
and things. I have been, and still am, in heavi- 
ness through manifold temptations. In tbe midst 
of all, I am much drawn to secret prayer, yet 
without any particular returns. All nature seems 
an aching void. O what would the world be to 
me, with all that is admired in it, without the 
sensible enjoyment of my God? A Bochim 
indeed ! But, ^ord, do thou shine gloriously 
from between the cherubim, into my soul * then 
all creation smiles, and every object wears a 
delightful aspect. For some time past, my 
opportunities for doing good have been abun- 
dantly increased ; and with eagerness of desire 
I have embraced them, and felt in my element 
when so employed. 

June 22. Since my last date, the tide of 
temptation has run as high qs ever I experienced 
it since I knew the Lord. It was, indeed, high 
water ; but it did not continue very long 5 neither 
had I any remarkable deliverance, — the flood 
abated by degrees. O for a full rest from the 
days of adversity; such, at least, as this state 
admits, and which the word of God authorises 
me to expect. Daily, I am alternately tossed 
D 4 
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between hope and fear, expectation and disap- 
pointment. I wade through the mire of per- 
plexity and uncertainty, but still my trust is in 
the Lord. O my God, make me strong in faith. 

July 26. It has now been for weeks a time of 
almost constant inward suffering, arising chiefly 
from keen unsatisfied desires after God. I cannot 
easily express what has been endured. Yet many, 
opportunities to act for God have been afforded ; 
most of which have been cheerfully embraced. 
Strong desire after secret prayer has also been 
allowed me; yet not followed with any remark- 
able answers. I have struggled hard at a throne of 
grace, to trust in the Lord, in spite of every temp- 
tation, and have often found it good to do so. For 
some days past, my heart has felt ready to break 
with anguish of spirit, from perceiving a want 
of conformity to God, and from a desire to glorify 
him. Lately, my desires for this have been so 
intense, that I have been sometimes tempted to 
think they came from an enemy; because they 
, robbed me of present enjoyment, and sometimes 
degenerated into impatience . Within these few 
jiays, the Lord has condescended to shew me 
wherein I err, and thereby suffer loss. He gives 
me to see that these desires come from himself ; 
but that they must be kept so far within proper 
limits, as not to prevent my sense of, and gratitude 
for, what he has already done for me ; and that 
pne way to express this gratitude is, by a proper 
enjoyment of what he has imparted, and a calm 
waiting upon him by faith for what he has 
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promised, and will in his own time perform. In 
repeatedly attempting this, I have found an in- 
stantaneous change in my soul for the better. 

August 18. For some days after my last date, 
I enjoyed such a degree of freedom from painful 
temptations, as made me fear a state of insen- 
sibility. I prayed to the Lord, and he increased 
my comfort. Some weeks ago, I met with a 
trial, the last and least expected. At first, I felt 
as if thunderstruck; but soon recovered from 
this, and then sunk into a degree of supineness 
which' alarmed me. I had, from the first, given 
it up to the Lord ; entreating that his will might 
be done in this affair, and that the issue might 
terminate to his glory and my good. He afforded 
me no particular light, but kept me looking to, 
and depending, on himself for direction ; and has 
given me for some time an increase of love. 
Jesus has been near, amjl precious; and .the 
enemy is in some measure chained, up. , I have 
thought, perhaps, this . unexpected event may 
be one step towards, the. accomplishment of the 
promises, though I do not see how it can t but I 
remember the Lord has said, “ He, will bring the 
blind by. ft way they know not;” My pqul, there- 
fore, ;.wuts .upon the Lord; disposed to stand 
still, -apd #ee his. salvation. - Q that.be may, make 
a plain pfth for my. feet, with respect; tp>' this 
trials 1 dread mistaking his will. die -hath pro- 
mised to-be my counsellor. Lord, be it to.tby 
handnupd as tbon hast spokes. , ; . 

— -%$1. Through- mercy*. J. have enjoyed 
D 5 
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tranquillity of mind in general for some time. 
I have felt not only alive to eternal things, but 
comfortably so ; with some power to lie passive 
in the hands of the Lord, and to pour out my 
soul with frequency and fervour at a throne of 
grace, which is my resource in all situations^ 
A dawn of light, pointing out the path of duty, 
respecting the trial formerly mentioned, begins 
to arise; and brings comfort and gratitude along 
with it. I cannot easily express the sweet and 
ardent desire that fills my soul, for power and 
opportunity to glorify God by active service. 
I envy those who are thus highly favoured, and 
watch as those who wait for the morning light, 
'fbr the time when I also shall be permitted to 
throw in my mite, for the support of that best of 
all causes , Religion. Lord, hasten the happy 
time. - 

September 4. The Lord enabled me to be 
earnest in prayer, for support and comfort under 
trials — to be brought out of them in his own good 
time— and to avert those which I dreaded ; and 
now, he enables me to witness for him, that he 
is the hearer of prayer. He has in mercy literally 
answered my petitions. He has removed en- 
tirely the heavy trial mentioned above, which so 
perplexed me ; and has also filled me with grk- 
titude fbr his goodness, in disappointing my 
fears. The Lord Was peculiarly gracious tb- me 
last Sabbath. He/ hr tea. uncommon manner, 
strengthened my • body, 'attef refreshed my soul. 
While at the table* the' Lord Jesus* ihe-muter 
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of the feast, drew so very nigh, that faith seemed 
swallowed up iu enjoyment. I was lost in wonder, 
love, and praise ; and was permitted, like John, 
to lean my weary head on the bosom of the Sa^ 
viour. . He gave me sweet liberty to make all my 
wants known to him ; my hopes, my fears, my 
desires. It was a time to be remembered. O 
that I may never forget it, but be enabled to 
improve to the utmost, this gracious visitation. 
Jesus has abode with me ever since. He carried 
me through difficulties the same day; and heat, 
morning I needed his presence much, being 
visited with severe bodily pain ; my Beloved was 
near, and this sweetens every dispensation. O 
ray God, now carry on the work rapidly, and 
fulfil the desires of my heart. 

21. Through the abounding mercy of 

my God, I am still enabled to hold last what 
was bestowed on the 4th instant, though it has 
been, at times, as if through fire and water. 
Jesus is still near, and dear to the eye of my 
faith. O that he may never more depart. My 
sonl is, more than usual, athirst for salvation. For 
-many months, my strongest desires, and greatest 
-expectations, were for a larger circle of action ; 
these last still continue, but now with the ad- 
dition of the former. I sweetly pant to prove 
the utmost extent of Christ's kingly power in 
-my. heart. I have much cause to praise him for 
many blessings, both temporal and spiritual. *3 
see bis graetoue hand at work for me. in many' 
things, which eaUs forth my gratitude, and' ink 
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creases my trust in him ; bat till herhas delivered 
me from all my foes,, there will be partial depar- 
tures from him, and a deficiency in every grace ; 
nor shall I be able to make him suitable returns. 

October 5. I have much cause to say, truly 
God is good to the soul that seeks him. He still 
enables me to hold fast what he bestowed the 4th 
of last month ; and has lately increased it. Last 
Sunday evening, in the chapel, God was pecu- 
liarly present ; sweetly solemnized my mind, and 
increased my communion with himself : and on 
Monday, though necessarily employed in worldly 
matters, he kept me in the comfortable enjoy- 
ment of what he had bestowed. In the evening, 
when engaged in secret prayer, God was very 
gracious ; my ' feelings were uncommon : it 
seemed as if the Lord was about to. work a 
greater work in my soul than ever ; but in that 
moment, the adversary so furiously assaulted 
me, that 1 seemed driven back from the very 
port of bliss. To-day, I enjoy calm peace and 
. inward liberty. Prayer is my resource on all 
occasions; and truly, I experience it an un- 
speakable privilege. My God permits me to 
bring all my affairs, both great and small, to 
himself; and condescends to bear -end answer 
my petitions, i hope I am learning more gospel 
simplicity, and am taught to look for aU I want 
by faith. For many months, my whole soul has 
been thirsting after a larger sphere of action.; 
agreeably to the promises of g faithful God. For 
these few last weeks, I have been led to plead 
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earnestly for more holiness. Lord, give both, 
that I may praise thee. This evening again, in 
secret prayer, my gracious Saviour gave me so 
much of his delightful presence, as seemed tp 
supersede the medium of faith ; it felt as if lost 
in fruition ; I was ready ■ with Peter to say, “ It 
is good to be here.” The store-house of Divine 
mercy appeared open to me, yet 1 had not power 
to lay hold on all I wanted and desired. It 
seemed rather a time of enjoyment, -than of 
wrestling. Lord, teach me how to improve to 
the utmost these seasons of love. 

8, This has been a precious day; unut- 
terable sweetness has been diffused through my 
soul. I have been permitted to behold the face 
of my gracious Saviour, and to enjoy communion 
with my God and Father. Yesterday, my per- 
ception of Divine objects- was not so clear ; this 
was painful, as I feared it prognosticated the re- 
moval of my comfort, and an overshadowing of 
my delightful prospect ; but to-day my* God, who 
is rich in mercy, scattered the rising clouds. The 
Sun of Righteousness, by the brightness of his 
shining, dispelled the dreaded gloom, and dissi- 
pated whatever threatened to intervene and 
obscure my heavenly light. 1 have been enabled 
to plead for holiness, &r every blessing Christ 
has purchased, and for the witness and- the fruit 
of the Spirit. Come, O my God, in aH thy. 
fulness come !” 

— >♦— 

We must here pause for a moinenty again to 
introduce to the reader, the amiable and aSieted 

Digitized by Google 



62 


THE LIFE OF 


Lady Hope. In the antumn of this year, she 
removed to Bristol Hot Wells : hpr health was 
now rapidly declining, and it became painfully 
evident to her affectionate friends, that the time 
of her departure was at hand. By this affliction, 
all the tender sympathies of Lady M — ’s heart 
were excited; and with a solicitude truly ma- 
ternal, she endeavoured, by consolatory epistles 
and' fervent prayers, so to fortify the mind of her 
“ Dear Daughter,” that she might be enabled 
with Christian confidence to enter the “ valley 
of the shadow of death.” The following letters, 
which it is believed were the last she ever wrote 
to the dying saint, will be read with interest. 

♦ 

LETTER XXXIX. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Coates, October 26, 1785. 

“ Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied” to 
my dear daughter, more abundantly, in her pre- 
sent distressing situation. I heard with surprise; 
from LadyG — , of your being much worse by the 
journey to Bristol. I fear the pain of parting 
with a dear friend has made things worse than 
they would. otherwise have been. I would have 
written sootier, to express my maternal sympathy 
with, and anxiety about you, but that I feared, 
from the account I had, it might. be improper. 
This, however, did not prevent, but double my 
(attenrion^ tathe use of .those means' whereby 1 
thought ! could most essentially serve you •> but 
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as Lady G — , who was with me yesterday, read 
me part of a letter written with your own hand, 
I thought I would venture a few lines. 

It affords me comfort to think, that you have 
such a good woman about you as Mrs. S— ; 
and I felt my heart cleave to your amiable 
brother, Mr. John, for his kind attention to you. 
Lady G — , for my satisfaction, was so good as to 
read a part of his letter to her* wherein he speaks 
of finding you better than he expected ; though I 
fear the best account that can be given, of the 
present state of your health, is not what your 
friends would wish. But, my dearest daughter, I 
rejoice that you are in the hands of Him who 
loves you infinitely better than 1, or any earthly 
friend, can do ; who will make all your bed in your 
sickness, and smooth the pillow of disease ; and 
who, I trust, will sweeten this bitter cup with a 
comfortable sense of his love. O that Ke may, 
in the absence of relations and Christian friends, 
make up your every want ; disperse every cloud ; 
scatter all your fears; wipe away every tear; 
enable you to lean your weary head, by faith, 
upon his bosom ; and give you liberty to pour 
all your complaints there, O that you may, more 
than ever, taste salvation in the name of Jesui: 
that. dear name, which 

. “ Charms our fears, and bids our sorrows cease,” . 

; May ybu prove the sovereign efficacy of hb prc- 
‘cfoAs Mood, ta cleansing you fromall sin, and in 
with PMi&t peace and)heavenly lt«^ 
quillity of mind. May he chain up the adversary 
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of your sou], and give you peace in aH, your 
borders ; and, with unbroken resignation, enable 
you to acquiesce in all bis blessed will concerning 
you. All these great things your dear Lord can 
easily work in your soul: if he but speak the 
word, the work shall be done; nay, one look 
from him can effect it. O what a comfortable 
view of things' is this, when we feel ourselves 
poor and weak as helpless infancy, and can do 
nothing. The Lord give you to experience it 
fully. 

How willingly would I endeavour to render 
you every kind attention, could a wish convey 
me to your bed-side. Indeed, LadyG — has been 
sodcind, as to beg I would go up with her, sup- 
posing, also, my health might be bettered by it ; 
but I fear it would not answer. The season is 
now far advanced, and set in very cold.; and I 
do not see how I could return alone, and I could 
not tarry all winter. You may believe what com-" 
fort lb would give me, to see you once more . in 
the land of the living. 

Lady G — is wonderfully well ; and how kind 
has the Lord been to her,- in delivering her so 
quickly from that, load .of difficult . business that 
B — :has caused her so long, and at such a critical 
time. Truly, our God is good to the soul that 
trusts in him. She proposes to leave this soon ; 
it is a comfort to me that she & to be with you. 
I received 10/. from her, for the school, and poor; 
your .attention is. great* But.,1 am afraid,! am 
making tins too long, forgetting your.wealws*. 


Digitized by Google . 


- DARCY; LADY MAXWELL. 65 

To the ever watchful care of the Shepherd 
of Israel; who neither slumbers nor sleeps; I 
commit my dearest daughter; and remain her 
truly affectionate parent in the Lord; D. M. 

— ♦ 

LETTER XL. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Coates , November 7, 1785. 

I sent my dear Lady H — a few lines by post 
some days agO; and hope the fatigue of reading 
them has not hurt her. Trusting that this is the 
case; I take the opportunity of our dear friend’s 
going to you; to write again. I am happy to think 
she goes so soon ; if it is the Lord’s will, I hope 
you will have a comfortable winter together; so far 
as weakness and many complaints of body on 
both sides will permit. 

I hope the Lord keeps you; as in the hollow 
of his hand; and covers your defenceless head 
from the fierce attacks of the enemy, in your 
weak state. He in mercy often stays his rough 
wind, in the day of his east wind, knowing what 
poor, weak, helpless creatures we are, and how 
little we can bear. He is a God who delighteth in 
mercy, and has no pleasure in the distress of his 
people. When he afflicts them at any time, it 
is to answer some great purpose ; and while he 
chastises with the one hand, he supports with 
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the other; and in general, on these occasions* 
his consolations are neither few nor small. I 
trust my dear daughter finds the best wine has 
been kept to the last. O that the heavenly 
attraction may’ be strong, so as to raise her 
superior to painful feelings, and to deliver her 
from that anxiety which brings weakness upon 
the soul* Believing views of Jesus, and of the 
infinite merit of his sufferings, are a ground pf 
much solid comfort to the distressed Christian. 
With what holy boldness n>ay these be pleaded 
at a throne of grace, and with much acceptance, 
even when the soul, to its own apprehension, is 
all darkness, confusion, and fear ; pressed down 
with manifold temptations. This is a foundation 
that cannot be sapped, that standeth ever strong, 
immoveably fixed in God. On this Rock of Ages 
my dear daughter is built ; therefore, praises at 
all times, and in every situation, should her glad 
tongue employ. Behold your God , and be strong. 
He lays the foundation of your hope and trust, 
in oaths , in promises, in blood . Surely, then, you 
should stand firm as the beaten anvil to the 
stroke. What should discourage you ? Or why, 
with vexing thoughts at any time, should your 
soul be disquieted ? With a holy fortitude, you 
may look forward to death, judgement, and eter- 
nity. Though weak and poor in yourself, yet in 
virtue of your union with the Lord Jesus, you 
may grasp Omnipotence, und call it your own. 
“ Who can lay any thing to the charge of God’s 
elect ?” Jesus, your surety, hath answered all 
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the demarids that law and justice had against 
you : fly, then, to your strong hold in the day 
of trouble, and you may defy ail the powers of 
earth and hell. 

, The sacrament was given in Edinburgh last 
Sunday, in our church. Mr. Randal preached a 
most delightful sermon upon the love of Jesus to 
his church, “ Who loved his churchy and gave him- 
self tov it.” I was very poorly in body, but tasted 
his love in toy soul. On Monday, I was not so 
well as to be able to go abroad ; but my Jesus, 
on the last day of the feast, gave me my portion 
at home. How tenderly does he deal with his 
people ! 

Miss N — 1 — - is just come from B and 

tells me Lady C. E. is a good deal better ; her 
pulse come down to 76, and her pain much 
abated; and suffers with a sweet spirit. May 
Jesus make himself fully known to her, and 
comfort her in the time of trouble. Mrs. H — 
and family are pretty well. But Lady G — will 
give you all particulars ; therefore, I need not take 
up your time and strength. Many thanks for 
your kind attention in sending Mrs. Fletcher’s 
Letters, &c. &c. She has indeed suffered a great 
loss in the death of such a husband ; but he has 
been highly favoured in his last conflict. Happy 
those who are safely landed. Lady G — insisted 
upon paying for the small books, though I told her 
you had desired I should. So that I have JBl 5s. 
of your money; say to what use it should be put. 

I fear the length of this ; do read but a little 
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of it at once. May goodness and mercy follow 
my dear daughter all her days; a large pro- 
portion of Divine love be mixed in every, cup, 
so as to conquer every fear 5 and at last may she 
enter the harbour of peace and endless bliss, in 
the full triumph of faith. So prays her very 
affectionate friend in Jesus, D. M.” 


The affliction and death of friends appear to 
have excited the following seasonable and solemn 
reflections. 

“ November 17. O, time, swift of wing, how 
rapid is thy flight! Blessed be God, who has 
taught me to pierce beyond an hour. Yet what 
cause have I to mourn that 1 have not more fully 
improved that important talent. Where, Lord, lies 
the defect ? I can appeal to thee, O thou searcher 
of hearts, that it is my constant desire to fill 
up every moment with something valuable. I 
fear 1 too much overlook the present, in expec- 
tation of something 'more favourable in future. 
The awful blanks of time are many. How many 
are numbered with the dead during last week! 
even among those I knew, either by character 
or personal acquaintance. But for the joyful 
prospect of a happy eternity, the mutability of 
all created good would spread around our world 
a black and impenetrable cloud. Blessed be God, 
though all here are shadows, all beyond the grave 
is ever-during substance.” 

One extract more shall close'this year. . 
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“December 31. I was much disposed this day 
to spend my time with God, to consider my ways, 
and meditate on the time that is past; met 
with interruptions, but being for the profit of 
others, 1 endeavoured to be satisfied. I asked a 
token for good, in the end of this year as in the 
former one, and my gracious God condescended 
to give it. How many are my mercies ; this last 
year, they have been great. My communion 
with the Father and the Son has been uncom- 
monly sweet and near; aiid since the 4th of 
September, almost uninterrupted. In temporal 
things, also, the hand of my God has been very 
visible. He has also given me much bodily health, 
and when deprived of the means of grace through 
indisposition, he kept my soul as a watered 
garden ; and gave me, in prayer and meditation, 
delightful enjoyment of himself. Lately, also, 
my God has opened' an unexpected door for use- 
fulness. Surely, I bend under a load of mercies, 
spiritual and temporal : O for a more grateful 
heart. How shall I sufficiently praise my God 
and Saviour. Come, Lord, and assist me to 
praise thee in higher strains than ever. O come, 
and accomplish in me thy promises, and all my 
powers shall be greatly enlarged.” 
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1786. 


Death of the Ladies Hope and Glenorchy — Lady 
Maxwell appointed Executrix of the latter — visits 
England — meets with the Rev. Alexander Mather 
— character of — correspondence with him-^and the 
Rcv.G.Atmore . 


This was an eventful and memorable year in 
the life of Lady Maxwejl. That sacred bond of 
union, which nothing in life had been able to 
dissever, was at once broken up by the irresistir 
ble and unrelenting arm of death. On the first 
of January, Lady Henrietta Hope bid adieu to all 
the pains and disquietudes of mortality, and 
entered into life. She had long languished under 
.an enfeebled body, and had been called to endure 
a complication of afflictions. While these, sanc- 
tified as they were by, grace, naturally induced 
her to trim her lamp, and to wait, in an expec- 
tant attitude, the coming of her Lord ; they also 
tended, to prepare her friends for the painful 
bereavement. Lady Glenorchy was with her at 
Bath ; a dose and unwearied attendant. It was 
her honourable employment to watch over the 
jiast lingering moments of the dying saint, to 
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sooth the bed of death, and to witness the flight 
of her redeemed and triumphant spirit. 

“ But after every medical exertion had proved 
ineffectual, and the medicinal virtue of the wells 
yielding no relief, she meekly rendered up her 
ransomed soul into the hands of her Redeemer. 
Thus died Lady Henrietta Hope, more full of 
honour than of days, leaving behind her a fair 
copy of every thing praiseworthy and of good 
report. A considerable part of her property she 
left for pious and charitable purposes.”* 

Though Lady Maxwell could not but rejoice 
to hear that the object of her affectionate solici- 
tude had conquered her last enemy, and entered 
into the joy of her Lord ; the pang at parting 
appears to have been acute. This is inferred 
from her expressive silence. During this season 
of suffering, she did not venture to record her 
emotion?, There is a chasm in her Diary of 
three weeks ; a rare case; and when she resumed 
her pen, she did not even notice the painful oc- 
currence. On some occasions, probably, she 
found that the only way to avoid , excessive and 
inordinate sorrow, was ; by laying, a powerful re- 
straint upon herself, to keep the cause of her 
distress, as much as possible, absent .from her 
mind. It has been a matter of surprise to her 
most intimate friends, that she should so care- 
fully shun all conversation relative to the prema- 


* Gibbon’s Memoirs of eminently pious Women, vo). II, 
•p. 260 . : 
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ture loss of her husband and child; but she 
appears to have been influenced by the above 
reason. To her friend, Miss Ritchie; who had 
requested from her art account of the means 
by which the Lord brought her to himself, she 
replied, “ You ask me t!o give you the particulars 
of my awakenings and conversion ; and how, 
since, the work of sanctiflcation has been carried 
on ? To give you a minute detail of this, would 
carry me beyond the limits of a letter, and lead 
me to do violence to my temper and feelings; 
the former by nature shy , and in this respect not 
entirely conquered by grace ; the latter keen 
and tender; easily wounded by recalling past 
scenes of woe, when indeed they were tried to 
the uttermost. 1 ” To the request of her friend 
she could not, however, remain entirely silent ; 
and therefore proceeded in her usual laconic 
way on this subject 1 K Suffice it to say, I was 
chosen in the furnace of affliction. The Lord 
gave me all I desired in this world, then took 
all from me ; but immediately afterwards, sweetly 
drew me to himself.” That Lady Maxwell’s 
feelings were exquisite on the present occasion, 
will be no cause of surprise. While religion 
moderates and refines the sensibilities of our 
nature, it, at the same time, imparts a suscepti- 
bility Which can only be felt by those, who are 
the subjects of its influence. She was deprived 
of her nearest and dearest earthly friend 5 one 
for whom- she had entertained the most cordial 
and unmixed esteem ; for whose spiritual and 
3 
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Eternal welfare she had exerted her utmost eneiS 
gies ; and one. Who had ever been most ready to 
enter with her, into every measure calculated to 
meliorate the moral condition of man. They 
had for years Walked to raehouse of God in com - 
pany ; one in sentiment, ‘and one in heart : 

<* faj-Nor Varied ought, 

In public sentence^ or in private thought. ” 

Now, they were separated for a season ; the one 
to enjoy her full reward ; while the other re- 
mained a few years longer, to witness the power 
of Divine grace; and to prosecute, with un^ 
deviating fidelity, that important work, which the 
great Head of the church had in reserve for her. 
On resuming her pen she Wrote as follows. 

“January 21. for these last three weeks, I 
have expected greater things than it has pleased 
my God to bestow. He is good ; supremely 
good when be gives, nor less so when he with- 
holds. But I dare not say that be has withheld 
altogether. He has, in mercy, favoured me with 
several siveet , though short visits, since the first 
of the month. I have, indeed, had some exqui- 
sitely painful moments, and felt ready to sink 
beneath the pressure^ but by trusting in -a faith- 
ful God, he soon raised mfe up, and bas restored 
an intense thirst for all the mind that was in 
Christ. He has given me -a desire equally ardent 
for power to bring forth much fruit, even* an 
hundred fold; and in tender mercy has granted 
<TTe to see, where 1 least expected any, some good 
Vo l. U* f E 
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effects , of my .labour. Ho docs, indeed, enable 
me to strengthen and comfort his owu children: : 
to him be all the glory. Lord, let a little one 
become as a thousand : nothing is too hard for 
thee. But what I noiV. principally desire to 
see, is the conversion of sinners. O, my God ! 
give me many clear, decided proofs of this .; many 
witnesses for thee, brought out of darkness into 
thy marvellous light. O put energy into the 
words I speak, the letters I write, the prayers I 
offer, for, and with others ! and do not suffer me 
to remain in the' world comparatively useless : 
while, at the same time, my heart burns with 
desire to glorify thee in every possible way ; and 
while I am encouraged to expect much from thy 
« own faithful word of promise. Come, Lord, G 
come quickly, and do as thou hast said.” 

When her Ladyship wrote the above, she ap- 
pears to have attained her former tranquillity : 
but scarcely were the wounds healed, and the 
tears wiped from the cheek, occasioned by the 
departure of Lady Hope, before Lady Maxwell 
was again called to the work.of sacrifice. 

“ When mrvow* c dme, Abey. come not single spies, 

. .Rut in battalion*.” 

So, at least, it proved in the present instance* 
•Lady Gleuorchy, the next illustrious individual 
■in this threefold union of private friendship, and 
of public worth, “ full of plans for the glory of 
<3od, and good of men, and busy in the prosecu- 
tion of them, returned from Bath to Edinburgh 
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in the beginning of this sumitier. Her friends 
observed, with concern, her declining state of 
-health. . She spoke much to them of death, and 
of her persuasion, that, to her, it was nears 
and uniformly expressed her satisfaction and joy 
at the prospect. Religion, in her, was not the 
production of gloom, either during the progress 
of life, or in the -near views of its termination. 
' Almost her last words were, " If this be dying, 
it is the easiest thing-imaginable.” Disease pre- 
vailed^and not many hours afterwards she ex- 
pired, in the 44th year of her age, Dt the houSe 
Of the Countess of Sutherland, on Monday, thfe 
I7fh of July, 1786. Of her may "be said in truth, 
what with equal propriety can Dot be said of 
every departed Christian, “ Her path was as the 
shining light, which shinfeth more and more to 
the perfect 'day.’”* 

On this melancholy occasion. Lady Maxwell 
ventured to record her feelings ; and in doing 
this, could not avoid glancing at her former loss. 
On the 21st of this month, four days after the 
demise of her friend, she -expressed herself in 
the following manner. K I, have met with- a 
severe, and most unexpected trial, in the death 
of a dear Christian friend. How mysterious are 
the ways of God ? But we know the Judge of 
the whole earth must do right. Silence, there*- 
-fore, becomes his creatures, under the darkest 


* Gibbon’s Mem. &c. Vol. II. p. 271. 
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and most painful dispensations. In mind and 
t>o dy, for the last few days, I have been dis- 
tressed ; and at times, overwhelmed with grief 
and astonishment : — 

Every sorrow cuts a string, 

'jAad urges us to rise.” 

Yet nothing but sin need hinder my heavenly 
progress. O that my God would now come, and 
-absorb my will in his. May he give victory over 
every spiritual foe, that I may enjoy a peaceful 
habitation in my own soul ; and derive every 
possible improvement from this bereavement. I 
have now, within these seven months, lost two 
invaluable Christian friends. O to get nearer to 
the fountain, now the streams are cut off. I 
bdieve, that two years ago, the Lord gave me 
warning of what has now occurred. The death 
of these two friends, is in some measure expla- 
natory of my experience at that time; but I 
expect far greater things 9 than have as yet hap- 
pened, to make it fully clear to me. At present, 
I would stand still, and see the Lord bringing 
about his own purposes, and fulfilling to me his 
own promises. I wish to be much in prayer ; I 
greatly need it. The prayer of faith “ shuts or 
opens heaven.” Come, Lord, and fully turn my 
captivity.” 

The solemn and affecting events thus brought 
under review, are admirably calculated to teach 
many important and useful lessons : it would 
indeed be well, if the living ivould lay them to 
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heart. But, though there are few reflections 
more trite, or more readily admitted, than, that 
Kfe is uncertain, and must shortly terminate 
that the most delicious sweets of earthly friend- 
ship are exceedingly evanescent that all human, 
greatness 

- is like a circle in the water. 

Which never ceasetli to enlarge itself, 

Till, by broad spreading, it disperse to nought."* 

Yet, alas ! how feeble the influence which these 
truths appear to have, on the actual doings of 
men in general. This is greatly to be lamented. 
It is thus for want of practically observing, what 
is generally known and acknowledged, that the 
World is ruined. The pious Christian, it is sin- 
cerely hoped, will not overlook or readily forget, 
one particular, which claims his attention ; — the 
ardent and steady affection exercised by these 
excellent .females towards each other. This 
affection, as we have seen, had to struggle with 
difficulties; yet it rose superior to them. Though 4 
these two ladies differed in sentiment on some' 
important points m theology; though these sen- 
timents, at times, led to some collision, in their 
endeavours to do good ; yet, being fully con- 
vinced that they were both seeking to attain the 
same grand object, difference of sentiment could 
not resist the claims of mutual esteem ; or di- 
minish from the unfettered exercise of that love 
which thinketh no evil. On the contrary, these' 
firm friends, with Lady Hope, as their, endeared,- 
E. 3 
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companion* throughout the whole of. their reliv 
gious course, exemplified to the churchy and to, 
the world,, the fall force of religious principle ; 
in cementing the genuine members of Christ’s, 
mystical body in an indissoluble union ; and, held 
up an example, of pure and disinterested affec- 
tion, worthy the imitation of the whole religious, 
world. 

Lady Maxwell never yielded to the reveries of. 
ungoverned fancy*, nor was she the-creature of 
wild and, Undefined impressions:: on the con- 
trary, she ever, diligently sought to know the- 
will of God* by, the legitimate use of every means 
of grace afforded her j . and iu cases , of perplexity, 
and uncertainty, she stood still, and- gave herself 
to prayer. But in the course of the last two 
years especially, she had experienced such an. 
intensity, of desire for the prosperity of Sion ^ 
and bad received, ip answer, to prayer,, so many 
powerful and peculiar, applications of Scripture 
promises,, in reference to this subject* as led her 
firmly to believe,, that God was about to enlarge 
^er borders j. and to employ her in a more ex? 
tended field of. usefulness. She knew not the- 
way, in which this should be effected ; frequently, 
observed, that “the aspect of Providence seemed, 
to contradict the promises £’ yet she could not 
be tempted to relinquish her hold. of these pro-, 
inises; and now it was about to be done to her*., 
according to her faith. The cold calculators,, on 
what is called a rational religion, which goes ton 
exclude all immediate operations of the Spirit, 
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’torn the heart, may find some difficulty in ac- 
connting for it, but it is a fact which cannot be 
contradicted : Lady Maxwell had long a per- 
.suasioti, which in her mind, had all the influence 
of an absolute certainty, that God had gome 
great work for her to perform, though no inti- 
mations of Providence appeared to authorise 
such a persuasion. By the Will of Lady Glenorchy 
this prophetic impression received its full accom- 
plishment ; and what even to Lady M — had ap- 
peared . mysterious, Was thus clearly explained. 
She was, as before intimated, constituted the 
solo executrix of her deceased friend ; appointed 
tiie principal snperintendant and manager of her 
numerous chapels, both in England and Scotland; 
and became thus invested with the disposal of 
important funds, for other religious and charit- 
able purposes. What were the precise powers, - 
with which her Ladyship was entrusted, is not 
known to the editor; but they appear to have 
been extensive, and almost unlimited* The fol- 
lowing extract developes her views and feelings 
on this interesting occasion. 

“ July 28. Since the 25th, the Lord hath dealt 
wonderfully with die. By the death of the dear 
friend mentioned above, atod by the over-ruling 
providence of Him, who is the great' Disposer of 
all events, an increase of fortune has devolved 
upon me. This, through the grace and strength 
of the Most High, .! firmly purpose to use for- 
the promotion of his glory ; by endeavouring to 
promote to the utmost, his cause and kingdom 
E 4 
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in the world. This is agreeable to the desire of 
my deceased friend, and consonant to her prac- 
tice, while it remained in her own possession ; 
it also, accords with the whole bent of my own 
soul, and with the will of that gracious God, who 
has, for these purposes, entrusted me with it* 
With these views,. I have this day attempted to 
make a solemn dedication of myself to him ; 
with all that he has now,, and formerly given me* 
or may yet give me earnestly imploring, that he 
would afford nie light to discover bis will,; in all 
things necessary for me to know ; f ml power and 
inclination constantly to comply with it also, 
much, very much of the wisdom of the. serpent,' 
with a large proportion of the harmlessness of the 
dove* happily blended ; so as to enable me toman-, 
age all my affairs with discretion, that in nothing; 
the gospel may be blamed that I may besides, 
be faithful to him, who hath appointed me i 
rising superior to the smiles, or frowns of mortals* 
Thus, 0 my God, I have again given myself to 
thee n let me never live to draw the impious 
breath that would retract the deed ; but may I,, 
to the latest moment prove, the happy effects of 
this, and many former self-dedications* The 
greatest satisfaction I feel from this bountiful 
dispensation,, is, its coming to me, so evidently * 
so strongly marked with the Divine signature.. 
This was evident, not only by the powerful im- 
pression made on my mind by the Spirit of God* 
as if he had said “ this comes from me” at the 
very moment the first intimation of it was given. 
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by man ; but, also, by its being so very explanatory 
of God’s dealings with me, for the last two* years. 
What has been very mysterious to me, is noth' 
fatty explained. For some days, the Lord has-- 
been leading me to review my spiritual expe- 
rience, for a number of years; in which I have • 
been enabled’ to trace so clearly, the wisdom, 
the beauty, the propriety, and the goodness of his 
dispensations, both of providence and grace, as 
fills me with wonder and gratitude; and pro- 
duces in me a*deep and powerful conviction- of 
his faithfulness.-- Language entirely fails me, 
when I would express my sense of obligation. 
O that I may ever retain this equally strong. 
And now, Lord,:, what can thy handmaid say 
more ? , Oy.may.my future life speak thy praise. 
Aud r . do thou, come, and accomplish the pro- 
mises given for the prosperity of my soul ; then 
shall it be as a watered garden.” 

On the 5th of August, Lady M — wrote as 
follows : — >" Many difficulties have occurred con- 
nected with the important business corrimitted- 
to me ; but I feel encouraged to go on in the 
strength of the Lord ; believing, that as the whole 
matter originated with himself, he will bring me 
through- oily in a proper manner. Indeed, he tV 
bringing me, step by step, through these diffi- 
culties; and I now see, and conclude, without* 
a doubt;, that this is the great blessing promised- 
me in general; at his own table, in May, 1784.* 
This is that active sphere, in his cause, which he* 
promised tne years ago j but, for> which, he en^- 
E 5 
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abled m& firmly to believe, at the tiine alluded' 
to above. Since then,, through what a variety 
of painful- exercises of mind- have I- past ; but 
my faithful-God has at last brought matters tp a 
crisis ; yet> alas !’ it is by the loss of. a dear 
Christian friend. I am kept crying to the Lord 
for wisdom, direction,, and tight: He affords me- 
sweet encouragemeiit to expect all i want;. and? 
he makes his word truly profitable to- me. He. 
also gives, me reason to believe, that he is car- 
rying on his work in my. soul. I can almost, 
believe,, he has imparted the blessing so long 
sought, perfect love.. The- beginnings are but? 
small, and I dare not positively conclude re- 
specting my state;. but will wait, and expect- 
the Lord to shine upon his work. 0 how gra-? 
cktusly. has hedealt with toe !. How shall! suffi- 
ciently praise him for. his faithfulness- and. good- 
ness in every respect!” 

In this spirit Lady Maxwell entered upon the 
work assigned her ; and without loss of time,; 
prepared for a jpurney to England, ©n the 5th. 
of September, she left Edinburgh,, and did not 
return until the 18th of October. She visited most-, 
of the places where Lady Glenorcby’s chapels, 
were situated and made such arrangements, as 
she deemed best calculated,, by the blessing of 
God,, to secure religious prosperity,. Her Diary 
does not enter into particulars ; but several dif- 
ficulties are alluded to,, which, beset her path 
most of these, however, she was enabled to snrr 
mount';, and on her return,, devoutly thanked; 
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Cfod for direction and assistance. In one respect, 
at least, her journey proved highly advantageous 
to herself. At York, where her Ladyship tarried 
for some time, she met with the Rev. Alexander 
Mather. “ Here*” she writes, “ I enjoyed many 
privileges ; especially, in conversation and social 
prayer with that servant of Jesus Christ, the 
Rev. A. M.” An intimate friendship commenced 
between them; and in her subsequent corre- 
spondence with this eminent minister of the 
gospel, she will be found to speak without re- 
serve. Mr, Mather was, at this time, the super- 
intendant of the Wesleyan Society in the above 
city;- The following character given of him by' 
his brethren in the ministry,, will shew that’ 
Lady M— selected her acquaintance With judge- 
ment, . and knew how to appreciate- true ex- 
cellence. 

“ This venerable man travelled in our con- 
uexion for ftVrty-two years with great success. His* 
usefulness in the church of God, for a great part 
of that time, both as a father to the preachers, 
and as a steady supporter of all the branches of 
Christian discipline,* was exceedingly great. Very 
numerous were his spiritual children, whom he 
instrumentally - brought to Jesus Christ and sal- 
vation; but his grand forte tvas> the edifying of 
believers, and building up the church of Christ : 
here he was always at home. He was, we may 
truly say, a blessing to all among whom he. 
sojourned. - • • 

“ Hi* afflictions, during the decline bf'life, 
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were extremely painful m r but bis confidence mft 
comforts corresponded with his deep and exten- 
sive acquaintance with, the thingsi of God., The 
Lord had been unusually propitious to him,, in 
the natural endowments of both his body and 
mind. He rose every morning at four o’clock,, 
and could labour till nine at. night,, without ap~ 
parent fatigue,, in duties, which required the 
closest application*. In conversation and debate, 
he entered at once into the spirit of. the business . 
or subject in hand,, and could instantly meet an 
objection with, an appropriate reply. He was a. 
perfect master of all the minutiae of the doctrines 
and discipline of Methodism.. Hereby he was 
enabled, from ^principle of duty and conscience,, 
to afford Mr.Wesley very, considerable assistance 
in the superinteodance of the Societies* His. 
wisdom and experience, his courage and perse-, 
verance, rendered him an invaluable friend , to 
our connexion,, during scene late troubles under, 
which it suffered. He was never intimidated, 
through, fear, of calumny, , from pursuing' those 
plans which he conceived to tend towards the 
peace and union, of our Spoieties. His noble soul 
was elevated-above the momentary opinion of, a, 
party. . He looked only at the interests* and glory 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom,, apd waited for, his. 
-reward in a better world/’* 

* Minutes of Conference, Vol. IT, p. 82. For further 
particulars relative to theAfe andlabours of this excellent 
man, the reader may consult the Metli odist Magazine, for 
the 3 ear, 1780( ,p. 9b, fetid for thi year 1 801 > p. UAL* 
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Lady. Maxwell heard Mr. Mather the night pre- 
vious to her leaving York, preach in. his usual 
luminous manner, on the important subject of 
faith. She was so forcibly impressed with his 
observations, that, on the following day, she 
wrote to request him to favour her with an out- 
line of the discourse. The way was thus opened 
fQr an epistolary intercourse, which, was con- 
tinued with mutual benefit, until the growing in- 
firmities of age,, on the part of Mr. Mather, ren- 
dered it impracticable.. The following letters, 
will conclude this year. 

LETTER XLI. 

TO THE REV. ALEXANDER MATHER.. 

Etuingaouli , Oct. 18, 1786.- 

Rev. SiR, 

The kind attentions you have paid to my best 
interests since I came to England, encourage me 
to hope, that you will not. refuse the request 1. 
now. make, if only your numerous engagements 
will admit of your compliance. I regret that 1 did 
not mention it this morning, before 1 left York ; 
but necessary attention to pecuniary matters, and 
want of time, caused it to escape me. The farour 
I mean to. ask. of you is this y that you would 
employ your first leisure moments in throwing 
together a few thoughts on the words- you spoke 
from last- night.. To save you>the trouble of much, 
writing, and that I may have the satisfaction. of 
receiving your communication in the course of. a. 
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poet, yon may write as concisely as possible. And 
as yon possess the pen of already scribe, I hope 
yon will pot find the task imposed, in the least 
bnrthensome. I found the subject suitable to 
my state, but from the causes above mentioned, 
was prevented reaping all the benefit 1 desired. 

Accept of my best wishes for yourself, and those 
you stand most closely united to by natural ties. 

L pFay, that the highest expectations of a fond 
parent, may be fully answered in your hopeful 
son. His natural and acquired abilities afford 
you pleasing prospects ; and if, to these, is su- 
• peradded, the greatest ornament of human, 
nature, what can you want, to fender your hap- 
piness as complete as it can be expected in this 
vale of tears ; except still more of the Divine 
image upon your own soul, and yet further 
success in your endeavours to promote the cause 
and kingdom of your Master. 

That you may be thus highly favoured, is the 
desire of, Rev. Sir, your faithful, humble servant, 

D. Maxwell.. 

LETTER XLII. 

TO TBFE REV. ALBX. MATHER. 

Edinburgh , December 15, . 178U.- 

Rfiv. Sm, 

■ 1 have been much and necessarily occupied,.- 
with temporal ebneems, since my- return borne : 
this has- abridged my time for work-in which my 
heart is mote -engaged ; and I have thus beem 
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prevented' returning yon many and sincere thanks- 
for the sermon, I find it truly profitable* and 
derive benefit from- it*, on every repeated perusal;. 
It inculcates a lessen* which it is difficult to 
learn* living by faith. All nature opposes this : 
yet I am convinced, that I- can only proceed in, 
the Divine life, in propotion as I exercise this- 
heaveuly principle-.. And- such is the present 
state of my mind* that no sermons* no letters* - 
no books* no conversation are of any use to me, 
nor do I reap any comfort from them, except 
they treat of the life of faith,. I have-not yet the 
evidence my soul' requires* that- 1 am possessed 
of full' salvation. But the Lord is- teaching me- 
many important lessons- necessarily connected^ 
with it. He so condescends to my weakness and* 
ignorance, as I cannot express. He also makes- 
his word in secret a constant source of comfort 
and encouragement to me. In my pursuit of 
perfect love* I have often lately felt*, as if just 
at the port of bliss ; my soul .has been filled With, 
a hope full of immortality, and I have thought- 
the time to favour me was eome. Yet* stilt* some- 
thing has prevented me from taking possession of. 
the good land but I-hepe this will not long be 
the case ; fW the Lord- has so moulded my spirit* 
that nothing Ch» satisfy -me, but constant com- 4 
munion With,, and full conformity, to my God.. 
The whole world*, without this, appears to me 
an achiHg'Votd* a Wilderness' of- shadows.. I suffer 
keenly fhm. the. remains -of unbelief. Do assist 
me to hew tbiaAgag in piooes* . before the Lord. 
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H is a great mountain ; yet had I faith, it tvotridF* 
become a plain before the great Zernbbabel. That 
I should remain so slow of heart to believe, after 
all the Lord has done for me, and all the kindness* 
he is daily shewing me, is truly amazing. 1 really 
feel ashamed 5 and yet I cannot help it; You 
say I may,, but I cannot easily believe this. May 
the Lord shew me where lies the hinderance, and 
speedily remove it.. 

L should wish for an hour’s conversation 
every day with you and Mrs.. Mather ; but as- 
that cannot be allowed me, permit me to ask* 
an interest in your prayers : for I. ean engage 
in nothing with satisfaction, till this great matter 
is settled. Business is a. burthen to me ; yet L 
must attend to it, as so much is committed to 
me. I know the Lord has peculiarly called me- 
to it, and will therefore fit me for it; this is to- 
me a constant source of comfort. Without thi» : 
conviction, I should sink under the load, con- 
scious of being unequal to the task. 

Accept of my good wishes for the prosperity of 
your own. soul, and for success in the work to- 
which the Lord has called you. 1 hope Mrs^ 
Mather sees much of the fruit of her 'labours*. 
Remember me' kindly to .her,, and believe, 

Rev. Sir, your faithful,, humble servant, '■ 

. D* Maxwell. 

P. S. I have, this day paid' imp the hands of: 
Mr. Pawspn, 31. 3*. for the purpose; mentioned 
to you when. in England. . It is the widow’s mite^ 
I pray it may be blessed*. 
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LETTER XLIir. 

TO THE REV. CHARLES ATMORE.* 

Coates , December 30, 1786. 

Upon recollection I do not find. Rev. Sir, that 
I have any thing material to add to the particulars 
mentioned to you on Thursday, concerning Mrs. 
Thompson :+ but as you expressed a desire to 
have my thoughts on that subject in writing, I 
have thrown together a few hasty ones, being 
much circumscribed rii point of time. 

I never was in any particular habits of friend- 
ship with Mrs.T — ; but for some years past being 
connected with her in church fellowship, I had* 
of course, frequent opportunities of conversing 
with her. From the knowledge thus obtained, 
I was led to. regard her as a person possessed 
of sterling worth, rather than shining talents : 
as one originally cast in a very amiable mould ; 


* The Rev. C. Atmore was, at the period of this date, 
one of .the Wesleyan Ministers, stationed in Edinburgh. 
Having obtained help of God, he continues to this day 
enjoying the esteem of his brethren, and the affection of. 
thousands, and is at present the Superintendant of the Lon*, 
don East Circuit. — 1821. 

f Mrs. Thompson was a pious, steady member of the 
Society, in Edinburgh, for many years. It will be gratify-, 
iqg to her surviving friends to 6ee this short sketch of her. 
character by the pen of Lady Maxwell*. 
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of gentle manners; sweet pacific disposition;: 
full of benevolence, and good will to all ; rich in 
good works; aiid of great moral rectitude. I 
am inelincd to think,, that her ideas of religion 
in thd earlier part of fife were rather crude 
and indigested,, but that in more advanced years- 
she obtained a clearer view, and mere ex- 
perimental knowledge- of some of the leading 
doctrines of Christianity ; such as the fall of man- 
and his recovery by Christ. 

When convinced of her original depravity, and 
the absolute necessity of a Saviour to restore to 
the Divine favour and image,, she set out in good 
earnest in the ways of God; nor ever slackened her 
pace till called home to receive her great reward- 
Being remarkably constant in her attendance on 
all the means of grace, she quickly found that 
“ the hand of the diligent maketh rich.” She 
soon obtained. “ the knowledge of salvation, 
by the remission of sins ;” and I believe never 
after lost that antepast of heaven. 

Thus happy in her own soul, her heart deeply 
dyed with ge ne ro us kindness, expanded in large 
and fervent desires, that multitudes might share 
in thesuperlative felicity which she enjoyed. This 
led 'her, as Christian prudence direoted, to be in- 
stant in season and out of season, to promote, in 
every possible way, the spiritual interests of her 
fellow-creatures. 

Towards the close of life, it seemed geed to 
the great Disposer of all events, to visit her with 
various trials j more especially the death of two 
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hopeful sons. Here all her maternal feelings-, 
were called forth, and- keenly exercised ; but in 
the midst of severe distress^ she maintained a 
deportment worthy the character which she sus- 
tained. She bore these bereaving afflictions, net 
with the stoical apathy of the philosopher j but 
with the tender sensibility and noble firmness of 
the Christian,, happily blended. She kissed the 
rod that smote her,, and bowed in sweet submis- 
sion to the Divine will.. 

Her mind seemed raised superior to the fears 
of death. She rather wished, and sometimes ex- 
pressed a desire fbr dissolution j and Ood soon, 
gave her the desire of her heart.. The Almighty 
fiat went forth, — death name commissioned to- 
put ao end to all her sufferings. During the 
concluding scene she appeared full of peaceful 
resignation, but spoke little j.- the force of disease,, 
ip some- measure, laying an embargo upon the 
powers.-of speech. Thus lived and died this ex- 
cellent woman.. She is now where the inhabi- 
tants say not they are sick. As Christians, it is. 
our privilege to reap permanent advantage by 
every such providential dispensation. 

“ Fosr ut th$y aiekrft, and for w* they din.” 

With good wishes for your Spiritual prosperity,., 
and great success in your ministerial labours, 

I remain. Ref. Sir, your obliged,, humbte- 
afcrvantin the bonds of the gospel, 

D- Maxwbw.^ 
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Difference of opinion entertained by {Christians on the 
nature and extent of salvation — Lady MaxwelP * 
sentiments on this subject — attains full salvation— 
her views with regard to the Trinity — She esta- 
blishes Sabbath-day Schools— corresponds with Miss 
Ritchiey Mr. Mather y and Mr. Atmore. 

The views entertained by Christians on the 
nature and extent of gospel salvation, must be of 
the utmost importance* If these are erroneous/ 
their pursuit after it will be more or less retarded* 
And yet, it is to be lamented, that difference of 
sentiment has long obtained on this highly mo- 
mentous subject* While all the sincere disciples 
of Jesus insist on the absolute necessity of holi- 
ness in order to final salvation, they are not 
agreed with respect to the degree & of holiness 
attainable on earth 5 or rather, as it respects the 
time when this holiness may be received* Some, 
from a deep conviction of the entire and radical 
depravity of human nature, and from a conscious- 
ness of the numerous imperfections which attach 
to. us as men, have denied the possibility of our 
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being delivered from the remains of the carnal 
mind until the article of death ; or at least con- 
ceive, that God does, for wise and gracious pur- 
poses, suffer his people to struggle with their 
innate ccorruptions, so long as they remain in 
the body : — that though sin is subdued, it is not 
eradicated ; that though it docs not reign, yet it 
maintains a warfare within, until mortality is 
swallowed up of life. Others, with views equally 
correct on the depth and malignity of human 
depravity, and equally conscious of unavoidable 
imperfections, conceive that they see enough in 
the scriptures, to authorise them to expect a full 
and a present salvation : not only from the guilt 
and dominion of outward sin, but also from the 
very remains of corruption in their hearts. They 
see an extent and efficacy ascribed to the atoning 
blood, sufficient to wash away all moral pollution : 
u Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works “ the 
blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from 
all sin.” They are encouraged to expect the 
entire benefit of this renewing and cleansing 
process, by numerous exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises : “ Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean.; from 
all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will 
I cleanse you. I will also save you from all 
your uncleannesses.” “ If we confess our s^, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” — 
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“Having these promises,” they cleanse them* 
selves “ from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of Ged.” — While 
they pray, that God would ** sanctify them wholly, 
body, soul, and spirit, and preserve them blame- 
less to the coming of the Lord Jesus*” they 
believe it to be their imperious duty, and their 
exalted privilege, to love and serve God •with all 
their heart, and soul, and mind j to " be perfect,' 
as their Father, who is in heaven, is perfect/ 1 
And having this hope in them, “they purify 
themselves, even as he is pure.” “ Beholding 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, they are 
changed mto the same image from glory to glory, 
as by the Spirit of the Lord.” Thus they “ in- 
crease with all the increase of God,” until they 
attain to the “ full stature of a perfect man in 
Christ.”* 


* As’tbere k still afloat much mistake and misrepresenta* 
tion on this important branch of Christian doctrine and 
experience, the Editor deems it expedient to subjoin the 
following extract from Mr. Wesley ’s u Plain Account of 
Christian Perfection .’ 1 

“ Q. What is Christian Perfection ? 

“ A^ The loving God with all our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength. This implies, that no wcong temper, none con* 
trary to love, remains in the soul -; and that all the thoughts, 
words, and actions, are governed fey pure love. 

“ Q. Do you affirm, that this perfection excludes all in* 
firmities, ignorance, and mistake P 

A. I continually affirm quite the contrary, and always 
have done so. 

* Cl. But how can evety thought, word, and work, be 
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That the latter sentiments were those enter- 
tained by Lady Maxwell* on this important 


governed by pure lore, and the man be subject at the same 
time to ignorance and mistake ? 

“ A. I see no contradiction here. ** A man may be filled 
with pure love, and still be liable to mistake. * Indeed I 
do not expect to be freed from actual mistakes, till this 
mortal put on immortality. I believe this to be a natural 
consequence of the soul l s dwelling in flesh snd blood. For 
we cannot now think at all, but by the mediation of those 
bodily organs, which have suffered equally with the rest of 
our frame. And hence we cannot avoid sometimes think- 
ing zvrong> till this corruptible shall have put on incorruption. 

<c But we may carry this thought farther yet. A mistake 
in judgment may possibly occasion a mistake in practice. 
For instance : Mr. De Renty’s mistake touching the nature 
of mortification, arising from prejudice of education, occa- 
sioned that practical mistake, his wearing an iron girdle. 
And a thousand such instances there may be, even in those 
who are in the highest state of grace. .Yet, where every 
■word and action springs from love, such a mistake is not 
properly a sin . However, it cannot bear the rigour of God 1 * 
justice, but needs the atoning blood. 

“ Q. What was the judgment of all our brethren, who 
met at Bristol, in August, 1758, on this head ? 

“ A. It was expressed in these words : 1. Every one may 
mistake as long as he lives. 2. A mistake in opinion may 
occasion a mistake in practice. 3. Every such mistake is a 
transgression of the perfect law. Therefore, 4 Every such 
mistake, were it not for the blood of the atonement, would 
expose to eternal damnation. 5. It follows, that the most 
perfect have continual need of the merits of Christ, even 
for their actual transgressions, and may say for themselves, 
as well as for their brethren, ( Forgive us our trespMefe’ 
u This easily accounts for what might otherwise reem to 
be utterly unaccountable : namely, that those who are not 
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branch of Christian doctrine and experience, has 
been already abundantly manifest. While she 


offended, when we speak of the highest degree of love, yet 
will not hear of living without sin. The reason is, they 
know all men are liable to mistake, and that in practice as 
well as in judgment. But they do not know, or do not 
observe, that this is not sin, if love is the sole principle of 
action. 

“ O. But still, if they live without sin, does not this ex* 
Clude the necessity of a Mediator ? At least, is it not plain, 
that they stand no longer in need of Christ in his priestly 
office ? 

“ A. Far from it. None feel their need of Christ like 
these ; none so entirely depend upon him. For Christ does 
not give life to the soul separate from, hut in and with him- 
self. Hence his words are equally true of all men, in 
whatsoever state of grace they are: * As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine, no more can 
ye, except ye abide in me : without (or separate from) me, 
ye can do nothing.’ 

“ In every state we need Christ in the following respects : 

1. Whatever grace we receive, it is a free gift from him. 

2. We receive it as his purchase, merely in consideration of 
the price he paid. 3. We have this grace not merely from 
Christ, but in him. For our perfection is not like that of 

tree, which flourishes by the sap, derived from its own. 
root, hut, as was said before, like that of a branch, which, 
united to the vine, bears fruit, but severed from it, is dried 
up and withered. 4. All our blessings, temporal, spiritual, 
and «terna], depend on bis intercession for us, which is one 
branch of his priestly office, whereof therefore we have 
always equal need. 5. The best of men still need Christ 
m ijis nriestly office to atone for their omissions, their short - 
comii^P, ( as some not improperly speak,) their mistakes in 
judgment and practice, and their defects of various kinds. 
For these are all deviations from the perfect law, and con* 


Digitized by Google 


DARCY, LADY MAXWELL. . 97 

bettered every particle of good in mm flows to 
him through the medium of atoning blood, she 
beheld on infinite worth In that atonement, to 
procure for her the highest possible degrees of 
grace ; and • sufficient efficacy in the grace of 
God , fully to transform her into theDivine image. 
She durst not, therefore, limit the Almighty, or 
prescribe any boundaries to the operations of his 
grace on the human heart : but on the contrary, 
from the period she obtained justifying mercy, 
she. invariably hungered and thirsted after full 
salvation ; — to be delivered from all inward cor- 
ruption, and to be filled with all the fulness <ff 


sequently need an atonement. Yet that they are not pro- 
perly sins, we apprehend may appear from the words of 
St. Paul, * He that lovfth hath fulfilled the law, for love is 
the fulfilling of the law,’ Rom. xiii. 10, 12. Now mistakes, 
and whatever infirmities naturally flow from the corruptible 
state of the body, are no way contrary to love, nor there- 
fore in the Scripture sense, sin. 

“ To explain myself a little farther on this head. 1. Not 
only sin, properly so called , that is, voluntary transgression 
of a known law, but sin improperly, so called, that is, an 
involpntary. transgression of a divine law, known or un- 
known, needs the atoning blood. 2. I believe there is no 
such perfection in this life, as excludes these involuntary 
transgressions, which, I apprehend, to be naturally conse- 
quent on the ignorance and . mistakes inseparable from 
mortality. 3. Therefore sinless perfection is a phrase I 
never use, lest I should seem to contradict myself. 4. I 
believe a person filled with the love of God, is still liable to 
these involuntary transgressions. 5. Such transgres^ms 
you may call sins, if you please : I do not, for the reasons 
above mentioned.”— xWesley's Works , vol. xi. p. 191^-194 
VOL. II. P 
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God. "She had often “ felt aa if just at the port 
of bliss and, to continue the figure, soon after 
the commencement of this year, she entered into 
this haven of rest. And, though she sunk deeper 
into self-abasement, became more completely 
sensible of her entire dependance on the Saviour, 
and continued to thirst after a growing con- 
formity to God; yet, after waiting for the most 
satisfactory evidence, both from the witness and 
fruit of the Spirit, she was constrained to bear 
her steady, decided, and consistent testimony, 
that the bitter root of sin was destroyed. 

. Lady Maxwell’s experience, from this time, to 
use her own expression, evidently “ ran in a 
deeper channel.” She had for years “ walked 
with God,” but now her walk became more in- 
' timate and familiar. She had . long felt “ the 
powers of the world to come;” after this, she 
frequently felt, as if on the borders of immortality, 
holding converse with its heavenly inhabitants. 
Her faith became so vigorous, as, in a great 
measure, to draw aside the vail of sensible things ; 
and enabled her to contemplate with a steady 
eye, invisible and eternal realties. While an in- 
describable emptiness appeared impressed on all 
terrestrial objects, the “ whole affectionate powers 
of her soul” were Concentrated, and fixed, on 
Jehovah. To promote the glory of God ; to 
extol the riches of his grace ;' to exalt the Saviour ; 
to recommend redeeming love ; to seek the salva- 
tion pf souls; was, especially from this period, 
her only, and delightful employment. This was 
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the element in which she Uted, and moved, and 
breathed* And. though still conscious of her own 
nothingness and weakness ; though still the sub- 
ject of temptation, called to wrestle with princi- 
palities and potters, and the rulers of the dark- 
ness of. this world ; yet her spiritual enjoyments 
became more deep, solid, constant; her frames 
less subject to fluctuation. The pious and judi- 
cious will not, therefore, be either surprised or 
discouraged, if they And in her subsequent ex- 
perience, an acquaintance and familiarity with 
the deep things of Qod, not common to the 
generality of Christians. 

Her views respecting the sacred and sublime 
doctrine of the Trinity, deserve particularly . to 
be examined with modesty and caution. “ She 
considered that the revelation which God has 
made of himself to man, must needs be very 
partial ; sufficient, however, for every practical 
and saving purpose ; that no revealed truth is of 
a merely speculative nature, but that every one 
js designed to produce a practical influence on 
our mind and conduct, on our duties or privileges. 
The doctrine of three distinct. Divine subsisten- 
cies, in the one indivisible God, is a revealed truth* 
and on the authority of that revelation the Chris- 
tian believes it : but in her view* and in .her 
experience, this grand truth was not merely 
believed but known . The revelation of the doc- 
trine is not for Speculation j its direct influence 
on conduct is not easy to see; then it must wear 
an important aspect on the Christian’s privileges.” 
F 2 
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Thus her Ladyship thought j and believed, that 
she received. Divine manifestations from each 
Person in Ihe ever-blessed Trinity; and enjoyed 
a distinct communion with the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost ; frequently quoting, as confirmatory 
of her views and feelings, a passage which often 
afforded her peculiar consolation. "He that hath 
my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me ; and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father; and I will love him, and 
will manifest myself 1 9 him.” " If a man love 
me he will keep my words ; . and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him.”* 

At first,- these glorious manifestations of Deity 
excited her surprise, and were even accompanied 
with a sacred awe, amounting almost to dread. 
She knew not how to account for them, and feared 
lest her apprehensions and feelings might lead her 
astray. She therefore long pondered these things 
in her heart, and remained silent ; but becoming 
more satisfied of the reality of her experience, 
she ventured to open her mind to a few of her 
pious and spiritual advisers. What were the 
sentiments of Mr. Mather on this interesting 
subject, is not known ; but in July of this year, 
Mr. Wesley wrote to her Ladyship, as follows : — 

" After Mrs. Roe, first, and then Miss Ritchie, 
had given me so particular an account of that 
branch of their experience, I examined, one by 


* John iv. 21, 23. 
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one, the members of the select Society in Lon- 
don on that head. But I found very few, not 
above nine or ten, who had any Conception of it. 
I think there are three Or four in Dublin, who 
likewise speak clearly , and scriptureliy, of having 
had such a manifestation of the several Person* 
in the ever-blessed Trinity. Formerly I thought 
this was the experience of all those that Were 
perfected hi love. But I am now dearly con- 
vinced that it is not. Only a few of these are 
favoured with it. It was indeed a wonderful 
instance of Divine mercy, that, at a time when 
yon were so encumbered with the affairs of this 
world, you should have so much larger a taste of 
the powers of the world to come.” In a sub- 
sequent letter, he says f< Mr. Charles Perronet 
was the first person I was acquainted with, who 
was favoured with the same experience as the 
Marquis de Renty, with regard to the ever- 
blessed Trinity.* I have, as yet, found but very 


* The Marquis de Renty descended from one of the 
most neble houses of Artois. He was the only son of 
Charles de Renty, and was bom in the year 1611, at Beny, 
in Lower Normandy. In early life, the reading of “ Kempis 
on the Imitation of Christ,” made a powerful impression 
on his mind ; and, by the blessing of God, induced him to 
seek the one thing needful, the salvation of his soul. At 
the age of twenty-two, be married Elizabeth de Balsac, 
daughter of the Count of Graville. When he bad reached 
the Age of twenty-seven, it pleased God to touch his heart 
more powerfully! and this time he marked as the beginning 
of his entire change and perfect consecration to the service 
of God. From this period, he became a burning and 

F 4 
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few instances $ so that it is not (as I was at flr$t 
apt to suppose) the common privilege of all that 
are * perfect in love/ ”* 

The above quotations sufficiently shew, that 
these peculiar sentiments * were, at the time 
alluded to, entertained only by few individuals 5 
and it is believed such experience is, at present, 
rarely heard of, Christians will, doubtless form 
different opinions on this subject. Some, pro- 
bably, with an unbecoming temerity, and with- 
out hesitation, will proscribe -the whole of it as 
undisguised mysticism -.—others will impute it 
to a misguiding imagination : — many will con- 
clude, that, what was peculiar, might arise from 
the mind dwelling particularly on the different 
parts of the Divine economy, in the work of 
human redemption. Others again, will refer it 
to the difficulty of clothing in mortal language, 
the pure and sublime enjoyments of " a soul in 
, commerce with her God — while a few, from a 
correspondence of feeling and enjoyment, may find 

shining light, adorning in dll things the doctrine of God his 
Saviour. But his race was short : he died at Paris, on the 
24 th of April, '1649, in the 38th year of his age. The 
passage in his Life, to which Mr. W. alludes above, is as 
follows : — “ I bear in me ordinarily, an experimental verity, 
and a plenitude of the most Holy Trinity, which elevates 
' me to a simple view of God ; and with that I do all that his 
Providence enjoins me, not regarding any thing for their 
greatness or littleness, but only the order of God, and the 
glory they may render Him .” — See an Extract qf the Life 
of M. de Renty , by Mr. Wtsley. 

* Wesley’s Works, 8vo. vol, xvi. p.gOl, 202. 
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no difficulty in receivings without any qualification, 
the testimony of such persops as de Renty, Per- 
ronet, and Maxwell. All, however, will do well to 
remember, that, it is a subject not of speculation , 
but of experience . This may tend to throw around 
our decisions the chastenings of a becoming 
modesty: it may lead to the humble inquiry. 
How far am I qualified to decide at all ? It may 
even tend to suspend the judgement, and to save 
from the folly of hasty dogmatism, until we have 
attained to the same entire devotedness to God, 
as had been attained by the pious Lady, whose 
testimony we are at present canvassing. And 
all will do well to remark, that her Ladyship only 
deemed those manifestations of mercy valuable, 
in proportion as they tended to transform her 
into the Divine likeness. Besides, whatever may 
be the opinions entertained on this subject, we 
shall not err, if we still say with Mr. Wesley, 
when writing to one 6f the above pious indivi- 
duals, “ There is nothing deeper, there is nothing 
better, in heaven, or earth, than love ! There 
cannot be, unless there were something higher 
than the God of love. So that we see distinctly 
what we have to aim at. We see the prize, and 
the way to it. Here is the height, here is the 
depth of Christian experience ! “ God is love : 
and he that dweileth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him.’ ”* 

* Sec Wesley’s Works , vol. xvi. p, 343. 

* “ He (says Jeremy Taylor,) who goes about to speak of 
the mystery of the Trinity, and does it by words and names 
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Lady benevolence dm continued to 

expand in proportion to her piety : her faith and 


of man’s indention; talking of essences and existences, 
hypostases and personalities, priorities in co-equalities, and 
unity in pluralities, may amuse himself, and build a taber- 
nacle in his head, and talk of something be knows notwhat : 
but the good man, who feels the power of the Father; to 
whom the Son is become wisdom, sanctification , and righte- 
ousness— and in whose heart the Spirit is shed abroad : this 
man, though he understands nothing of what is unintelligi- 
ble, yet he alone truly understands the Christian doctrine of 
the Trinity.” 

The Editor knows no author, who has writter on this 
sublime doctrine, with such au immediate reference to the 
experience and privileges of believers, as Dr. John Owen, 
in his valuable work, entitled, “ Qf Communion with God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, (each Person dis- 
tinctly) in Love, Grace, and Consolation.” And he would 
earnestly recommend to his pious reader, especially if 
called to minister m the sanctuary, a diligent and serious 
perusal of this devout and. able treatise. It is presumed, 
that he would then feel less difficulty iii admitting any 
peculiarity in phraseology, or strength of expression, he 
may meet with in the present volume. This justly cele- 
brated writer, after having enlarged on the nature of com- 
munion in general, proceeds with his usual ability to shew, 
“ That the saints have distinct communion with the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, (that is, distinctly with 
the Father, and distinctly with the Son, and distinctly 
with the Holy Spirit,) and in what the peculiar appropria- 
tion of this distinct eommunion, unto’ the several persons, 
doth consist.” 

Those who would prefer a judicious abridgement of this 
work, freed from the peculiarities of the author’s creed, 
may meet with it in the “ Christian library,” vol, x. 
p. 409, &c. 
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works still walked band in hand. Though she 
had, by the wise providence of God, decently 
entered upon a new and extensive field of labour, 
which was likely to occasion much solicitude, 
and to afford ample scope for the exercise of all 
her powers 5 she was -still on the look-out for 
fresh schemes of usefulness, for new methods of 
doing good. She had for years thankfully wit- 
nessed the gracious effects produced by the reli- 
gious instruction of children, fostered by her 
maternal care in- her own charity-school ; and 
was thus Well prepared to hail, and welcome, the 
dawn of a new and glorious era, which had 
already begun to shed its light and influence, 
and to dispel the darkness, which, for gene- 
rations, had fatally brooded around the habi- 
tations of the British poor. About five or six 
years previous, to this period, the immortal 
Raikbs had commenced his benevolent ope- 
rations in the city of Gloucester; his example 
and success had in a measure roused the attention 
of the humane and pious, and Sunday School 
establishments were gradually rising up.in Eng- 
land to adorn and exalt, our country, and to 
carry the tidings of salvation, and die blessings 
of Christianity, into the most humble dwelling, 
of the most obscure hamlet, in our land. 

The first intelligence of these important and 
• salutary efforts would doubtless be received by 
her Ladyship with joyful emotion ; and while 
others* were hesitating and perplexing themselves 
with doubtful conjectures, she hastened to class 
F 5 
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herself with the most zealous and active patrons 
of Sabbath-day schools. It doesnot appear that 
any thing in this way had as yet beeh attempted 
in Scotland ; and the majority, even among the 
well-disposed, were for some time inclined to 
think, that the regular parochial schools, esta- 
blished in the southern parts of that enlightened 
country, superseded the necessity of any other 
means for the instruction of the rising gene- 
ration. So far as a common education, or a 
mere ability to read, is concerned, this might be 
true; but still the chief, the essential object, 
aimed at by Sabbath-schools, was wanting — the 
serious and solemn inculcation of religious prin- 
ciple, and of religiotis precept. Lady M — and 
other pious associates perceived, that, as it re- 
spected the observance of the Sabbath, and the 
more direct business of religious' instruction, 
the children of Scotland, like those of the sister 
'kingdom, were entirely left to the care of their 
parents; multitudes of whom, indifferent to the 
. welfare of their own souls, felt no solicitude for 
the salvation of their offspring. Commiserating 
*the case of these unfortunate youth. Lady M— - 
•promptly determined to establish several Sab- 
bath* schools under her own immediate patron- 
age ; and applied to her correspondents in Eng- 
land, for such information as might help to guide 
her in the prosecution of her pious purpose. 

This spark of benevolence being once elicited, 
soon burst into a holy flame ; and in the course 
of this year, the friends of religion in Edinburgh* 
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formed the pious resolution of collecting to- 
gether, on the evening of each returning Sabbstth, 

. as tnany of the children of the poor as possible, 
for the express purpose of imparting to them 
religious knowledge. This institution is still in 
active and very extensive operation. Its friends 
and supporters had for a season to struggle 
against the influence of prejudice ; but, happily 
for the poor children of North Britain, these 
prejudices, in general, have long since been sub- 
dued. Patient and persevering, though noiseless 
activity in this labour of love, by different de- 
nominations of Christians, has finally succeeded : 
and, instead of having still to encounter a cold 
and doubting opposition, they now see the reli- 
gious instruction of youth, by Sabbath-schools, 
resorted to, from their own metropolis to the 
remotest corners of the land. But we ought 
never to forget, how much we are indebted to 
those pious individuals, who first, almost solitary 
and alone, broke up the falloiv grounds and, in 
spite of the sullenness of indifference, the scowl 
of suspicion, and the sneer of contempt, .con- 
tinued to sow the good seed.— -they laboured, 
and we have entered into their labours.* 

But Lady M— shall again speak for herself. 


* In order to revive and encourage the numerous schools 
already in existence, and to accelerate the formation of 
others throughout the country, an institution, denominated 
“ The Sadbath School Union for Scotland,” was esta- 
blished at Edinburgh, in the beginning of 1816 . In less 
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LETTER XLIV. 

TO MISS RITCHIE. 

Coates , Jan. 5 , 1787 . 

I unite with you in praising our gracious God, 
who deals so bountifully with you, in sickness and 
in health ; how great is his goodness. It is also 
matter of thankfulness, that he has enlarged 
your sphere of usefulness. How high the honour, 
how rich the privilege, to live and act for God. 
“ My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit 
hajh rejoiced in God my Saviour.” He hath 
lately increased my fellowship with heaven time 
seems with me, almost swallowed up in eternity. 
In meditation, l dwell much in that unbounded 
space . How contracted are our views, while 
confined within the limits of time; here there 


than a year after its commencement, the Committee had 
the pleasure of reporting, that, 324 schools, containing 
22,827 children, were already embraced under their bond 
of Union. The Editor has not in his possession a later 
Report, but believes that the field of operation has been 
greatly enlarged, and that these benevolent efforts are still 
continued with unabated vigour and increasing success. 

From the recent important suggestions, and powerful 
reasonings of that e mi ne nt philanthropist and divine, the 
Rev. Dr. Chalmers, may we not hope that a host of new 
operators, and new energies, will be called into action ; and 
that the ultimate object of diffusing religious light and in- 
fluence throughout the whole mass of the rising generation, 
will, at least, be greatly accelerated.— Vide the Christian 
and Civic Economy of large Towns . 
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are ho objects in any degree adequate to the vast 
desires of an immortal soul : but viewing eternity, 
what a boundless prospect appears, what a full 
scope may we there give to our most extensive 
wishes. There all our holy affections may roam 
at large, and find abundance of objects, perfectly 
suited, in kind and duration, to their nature. 

The Lord has taught me many important 
lessons within these six months, and I feel very 
desirous of learning every thing he would have 
me to know. Every new acquisition of Divine 
and experimental knowledge,, leads to fresh dis- 
coveries of my ignorance. Though the l^ord 
deals thus kindly with me, I have not that degree 
of evidence, that perfectly satisfies me, that the 
work of sanctification is fully wrought in my 
soul ; yet I think it increases. And what matter 
of praise is it, that now, when 1 am obliged to 
be so much more than ever formerly, occupied 
in temporal affairs, my mind is not deranged by 
them ; that still the whole bent of my soul is 
to God. The more he gives me of the world, 
the more clearly he makes me see its emptiness j — 
it recedes, it disappears, it lessens in my view. 

• A considerable part of Lady G— -’s fortune is, by 
her, appropriated .to different purposes, which 
■ gives me much to do ; but I see it, as the Work 
the Lord has assigned me, and l engage on this 
account, the more heartily in it; but I have 
much need of the prayers of God's people, for a 
large increase of . heavenly wisdom . I doubt not 
you will continue to bear me, and my burthens, 
3 
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before the Lord 5 and do entreat him, that all 
his will in this affair may take place ; that bis 
counsel may stand. 

It gave me pain to be so near you in October 
last, and not to see you ; but it was necessarily 
so. I found it good to mingle with the excellent 
ones of the earth at that time. When called in 
providence tp be again in the South,' I hope to 
enjoythe privilege of visiting your peaceful habi- 
tation. O that every revolving season may meet 
us pressing on in the heavenly road ; ripening 
apace for eternity \ filling up the few remaining 
moments for, and with our God. And at last, 
may au abundant entrance be administered unto 
us. May we enter the heavenly port in full sail. 

D. Maxwell. 

— * — 

LETTER XLV. 

TO THE REV. ALEX. MATHER. 

Coates , January 16, 1787. 

I am much indebted to you. Rev. Sir, for 
your kind attention to my best interests ; but 
infinitely more so, to your dear Lord and Master, 
who has dealt very bountifully with me since my 
last to you. Some little time ago, the Lord Jesus 
visited my soul, in a most delightful manner, 
when joining with a Christian friend in prayer, 
praise, &c. I feel a poverty of expression, when 
I attempt to. say what I enjoyed at that time: 
words cannot convey an adequate idea of it. 
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Jesus sweetly attracted my heart, and arrested 
all the affectionate powers of my soul. He ap- 
peared in his native beauty, shining with the 
milder beams of his mediatorial glory. In the 
evening of the same day, while hearing s sermon 
preached in my own house, God the Father, in 
solemn majesty, drew near. I felt sensibly the 
approach of Deity : I seemed filled with a heaven 
of silent love and sacred awe. Since then, my 
fellowship has been uninterruptedly with the 
Father and with the Son. In secret prayer and 
meditation, I am permitted to converse with iny 
God and Saviour, as a man with his friend; 
nay, even when engaged in worldly business, 
this heavenly intercourse is not suspended. What 
is man, that God should deal thus wonderfully 
with him ! I write thus particularly to you, 
because I know both Mrs. Mather add you were 
much interested in my spiritual prosperity. My 
unbelief is now almost conquered : but still 1 
feel led to cry mightily to the Lord, that he may 
give me still stronger evidence of the work being 
wrought. Satan says, it is only an increase of 
communion with heaven ; therefore, I plead for 
the most unequivocal marks of sanctification. In 
the mean time, my enjoyment is great ; not 
ecstatic joy ; but peace, Divine peace, flowing as 
a river, constantly supplied by believing views of 
the. Father and Son. 

Thus far I had written yesterday, when neces- 
sary avocations called me away. To-day, I re- 
sume my pen, and with it, the delightful theme 
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of redeeming love. I feel pressed in spirit to 
testify anew of the loving-kindness of the Lord. 
He fed me last night and this morning pn angels’ 
food. 1 was permitted to come very near, even 
to the fqotstool of his throne, and to ask what 1 
would. I seemed to have power to prevail with 
God. Whatever unbelief may afterwards suggest, 
I certainly, at present , through super-abounding 
mercy, dwell in love, and in God, and God in me. 
Yet still I thirst for more : 

“ Insatiate, to the spring I fly, 

I drink, and yet am ever dry.” 

But still I have no rapturous joy ; no, it is the- 
calm serenity of a summer’s day, without a 
cloud, that fills, yea, overflows my soul. O to 
Jesus how infinitely indebted. 1 hope AJrs. Al- 
and you will assist me with your prayers, that 
the Lord may confirm and establish my soul : 
that he may maintain what he has wrought for 
me, and not suffer any enemy whatever to rob 
me. of it. I cannot help remarking, how well- 
timed the goodness of the Lord is j how pecu- 
liarly suited is this sensible increase, to the situ- 
ation I have-been in for many months } immersed 
in temporal business, which as yet is enveloped 
in confusion and difficulty ; sufficient to dissipate 
the mind altogether, at least, the mind of a 
female. Through mercy, upon the whole, I have 
been kept calm on tumult’s wheel; enabled to 
commit all to him who rules in heaven and 
earth s . only asking, that Ms will may take place, 
and all Ms counsel stand. 1 hope matters are at 
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last drawing towards a crisis I now wait the 
ultimatum of Doctors’ Commons. This, as the 
derttiere resort, must determine upon which Will 
administration is to be granted. Wishing yon, 
and your wife, every spiritual blessing, I remain. 
Rev. Sir, your obliged, faitbfnl, humble servant hi 
the Lord, D. Maxwbll. 


LETTER XLVI. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

Feb. % 1787. 

Since my last, the Lord has again made bare 
his holy arm in my behalf. 

“ Where shall my wondering soul begin to tell 
His love, immense, unsearchable:” 

“ All my words are faint, 

Celestial love, no eloquence can paint.” 

Suffice it to say, the Lord has kindled such a 
dame of Divine love in my heart, as I trust 
will never be extinguished; but bum brighter 
and brighter, till it mingles with the blaze of 
eternal day. To confirm my soul in the grace 
given, my God again came down in solemn ma- 
jesty. This sacred grandeur, peculiarly marks of 
late my intercourse with the Father. My soul 
sensibly felt his solemn approach; and said, 
without a voice, God is here. Soon after, the 
powers of darkness, if not commissioned, were 
permitted, to level all their envenomed darts, 
against me, and I sustained a hot engagement 
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for many hours : but felt determined* ‘through 
grace* not to yield an hair’s breath to the enemy y 
nor to rest satisfied without a decided victory* 
This, through super-abounding mercy, I obtained.. 
The following day, being Sunday, I took the 
sacrament at the Octagon, where I enjoyed 
nothing very remarkable \ but in my way home 
to Coates, the Lord Jesus drew near 5 not in the 
overwhelming greatness of sovereign majesty, 
or the dazzling brightness of unveiled glory $ no, 
it was Deity, clothed with the robes of me- 
diatoral glory, that, with an irresistible attrac- 
tion, absorbed the affectionate powers of my 
soul. He condescended to converse with his 
creature, and permitted me to speak to him as a 
man with his friend. . 

“No more can be in mortal sounds ejcprest. 

But vast eternity shall tell the rest. 11 

If a taste of Divine love be thus transporting, 
what ecstasies must the happy soul enjoy, when 
permitted to drink its Jill at those streams, that 
flow from the throne of God for ever. Some 
hours after, when conversing with a friend, my 
condescending Lord again came nigh, and drew 
my heart from earth away, and all created good. 
But great as were these two glorious interviews, 
they were small, compared with a third I was 
favoured with that same night. When musing 
alone on the goodness of God, Jesus came to me, 
with such a fulness of light, of love, of heaven, 
as well nigh overwhelmed my ravished soul. The 
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intercourse was so near, so heavenly, I really 
began to think the period was at hand, when my 
connexion with mortality would be dissolved. 
Surely I Was much awake to the life of heaven- 
born spirits : surely I tasted all the joy of angels. 
My happy soul cried out, 

“ O lore divine, all love excelling, 

Joy of heaven, to earth come down.” 

It was immediately suggested, that what I most 
needed, was greater degrees of conformity to the 
Divine image. I then earnestly pleaded that my 
gracious Lord would bestow this upon me- In 
these repeated interviews with heaven, though 
admitted into communion with the Triune Deity, 
I experienced no extatic transport of joy, but a 
calm delighting in all the silent heaven of Divine 
love ; how unspeakably great my obligations to 
sovereign grace ! My communion and fellowship, 
is at some times, to my apprehension , more pe- 
culiarly with the Father; at other times, with 
the Son, as two distinct Persons of the Trinity, 
though the same in substance. My perception of 
the personality of the Holy Ghost, is not so clear* 
I seem to know him best as a Divine agent, for 
the Father and the Son, if I may so speak, Is 
this scriptural experience ? I write thus parti- 
cularly to you , because I find your letters pecu- 
liarly useful to me, as I did your conversation 
when in the South ; and I wish to use every help 
for the establishment of my soul. I dread sinking 
in any measure from that degree of spiritual life 
I now enjoy. Nature would impose silence, but 
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grace forbids the prohibition. I therefore en- 
deavour to do violence, in this respect, to my 
natural temper; and speak of the goodness of 
the Lord to my soul, as Christian prudence 
directs ; but my present situation admits of few 
opportunities. 

I rcpoice to bear that the work of the Lord 
prospers inyoui hands, and that Mrs.W — is made 
a happy partaker of the pure love of God. I pray 
that many witnesses of it may be raised up ; 
with you, with us, and in every part of the Lord’s 
vineyard. I believe I stand alone here, which 
calls for great grace, and a very clear work, both 
as to the witness and the fruit. I do hope all the 
features of the new creature are drawn upon my 
soul, but many retouches of the Divine pencil 
will be necessary to perfect the work. The work 
appears to me as yet small, though ripening into 
maturity; therefore, I feel a little shy to say 
much about it. I should sooner believe your 
account of the matter, if I did not think you 
viewed it through a partial medium. I return 
grateful thanks for your kind attention, and Mrs. 
M — 's; and am, Rev. Sir, your much obliged 
humble servant in Jesus, D. Maxwell. 

LETTER XLVII. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

Coates , March 11 ? 1787 . 

I know you wish to hear of the prosperity of 
my soul, and I am thankful I can say, the Lord 
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Still continues to do me good. He keeps me 
constantly looking to him, for the continuance 
of his favour, and an increase of grace. God 
tike Father has again condescended to visit my 
soul, (after a pretty severe struggle with the 
powers of darkness :) that moment, there was 
a heavenly calm diffused through my mind, peace 
Was proclaimed in all my borders, and a loving 
sacred awe seized all my powers, though the 
manifestation was not so very remarkable as the 
preceding one. Since then, God the Son, also, 
has deigned to visit his devoted creature, and 
with him comes a heaven of love. He draws 
near, and with an irresistible, Divine sweetness, 
attracts all the affectionate powers 6f my soul ; 
as sensibly as the load-stone does the steel. My 
intercourse with the Second Person of the glo- 
rious Trinity, produceth sensations different, than 
when called to stand in the immediate presence 
of God the Father. The former is attended with 
inexpressible delight, end Divine sweetness ; 
heaven fills every corner of the soul s the latter 
is preceded by, and brings with it, a deep, solemn 
sense of Majesty ; a holy reverential awe rests 
upon my mind : the creature sinks into nothing 
before its great Creator. Yet this is so tempered 
with Divine love, as to exclude every degree of 
dread.. O the height, and depth, of redeeming 
love : the line df our reason is by far too short 
to fathom it : but as lt the hart panteth for the 
water-brooks, so panteth my soul” to prove its 
utmost extent. Prayer is now my chief employ. 
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I would be every moment conversing withtny 
God ; but a variety of necessary avocations pre- 
vents this : yet I must confess, for the glory of 
my gracious God, that when -called to take up' 
the cross of secular aflhirs, he is unspeakably 
good to me. He not only carries me through it, 
but comforts me in it. 

In the course of his holy providence, I am still 
called to wade through deep waters, in reference 
to my great temporal a flair. I am obliged to dis- 
pute, at least to defend, every inch of ground 
against those, who are disposed to take every ad- 
vantage, that the precipitant departure of my 
deceased friend can give : but, through mercy, it 
moves me not. I have been obliged to tread the 
tedious round of the English courts of law, which 
has absorbed much time, and much money ; and 
when matters were almost brought to a crisis 
there, and I fondly hoped all cause of litigation was 
at an end, fresh grounds of dispute are breaking 
up in Scotland. But I am no ways discouraged ; 
the work is the Lord’s, and I leave it with him. 
At the same time I feel strengthened, both in 
body and mind, to take every step necessary on 
my part. Duty is our’s : events are the Lord’s. 
He is with me, and I believe my opposers shall 
not prevail. 

I have removed to another house, in which I have 
erected an altar unto the Lord ; and, for the first 
time, had the gospel preached in it on Thursday 
last, to as many as would attend. Do assist me by 
your prayers, that many may be convinced, con: 
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verted, and sanctified throughout. After what 1 
have written, you will think me unreasonable, if I 
say, I still plead for further evidence : but it really 
is so ; I look for that strong witness, that will bear 
me out, in avowing before all , that sin is destroyed 
in my soul. I am shy to disclose this to any at 
present. Is this the will of God ? Or is it the 
remains of natural timidity ? God has certainly 
wrought a change ; but how far it goes, is an- 
other point. I write freely to you, in hopes of 
profiting by the answers. I hope to hear that 
Mrs. M — is quite well again, and that you and 
her are abundant in successful labours for the 
Lord. I remain, Rev. Sir, your obliged servant 
and friend in Jesus, D. Maxwell. 

■ 

LETTER XLVIII. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

April 17, 1787. 

Since I wrote you last, outward and inward 
trials have increased. The tide of spiritual temp- 
tations has run so high, and the infernal powers 
have so harassed me, I began to fear I should 
be overcome ; yet through mercy I have stood, 
though only by faith, exclusive of joy. The 
former seemed sensibly strengthened, that I 
might endure temptation, and by it I was enabled 
to cleave steadfastly to Jesus ; to trust in the 
Lord Jehovah, in whom I found was everlasting 
strength. This was my only refuge, and I fled 
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to it, and there abode, in spite of all 
$lt,‘ that was painful; Had^I giveq way to eyp 
reasoning, in the smallest/'degree, I,, fotin^ I 
should have plunged myself to utter 'darkness 
and misery. ‘ It is, oh these very trying occasjon^, 
hard work to resist ' it ; so strong .is the pro- 
pensity Of the human mind to call’ to our aic}, 
in religious matters; what we find so necessary 
for direction in worldly affairs : but reason, 
though enlightened,' I' find, is utterly unable to 
extricate us out of thefascinating power of temp- 
tation, and the labyrinths of perplexity into 
Which tempffction often Jnvblves ' the soul. But 
what it could not do, because ,of we&bpess,' I 
found effected by the mighty power' of' simple 
faith. I looked to Jesus as my only' hobey an<^ 
though I did ndt obtaifi imfnediate relief ;yetth<5 
happy consequences soon proved the propriety 
of the expedient. Jesus drew nigh,’ and brought, 
with him aheaveu of peace and love.' The powers 
of hell, and their dark suggestions, before him, 
fled away j and as one whom his mother com- 
forteth, so he comforted my soul; and has mosf 
graciously condescended' again' and again' to 
repoat tthese heavenly Visits : .0 that' ’they may, 
prove of a transforming nature. Mysoul breathes 
ardently after positive holiness'. 1 find that I can 
not-roat satisfied With afay partial attainment in the’ 
Divine life ; and great is my encdura^embnf to 
press-on, for all that Christ has purchased,— that 
God is willing to bestdw, or I am aBle'to ife6eive. /V 
The' goodness of the Lord is a strong Sfifcf&lative, 

'• f, t*h '! f n 

' ! , J 
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wnd »• deep-consciousness of my spiritual poverty, 
prompts me forward. I do indeed feel poor and 
needy, though the Lord deals bountifully with 
me. Yesterday (the Lord's day) he made his 
goodness to pass before me in a remarkable 
manner, while attending public worship. My- 
former visitations from on high, were either from 
God the Father aloue, or from God the Sou alone, 
dr from both together ; on this happy occasion,' 
it was from God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost. I was favoured with a 
clear view of the Trinity, which I never had 
before; and enjoyed fellowship with a triune 
God. This filled my sonl with a solemn awe and 
heavenly sweetness. I was in the Spirit on the 
Lord's day, and felt my mind fixed in deep con- 
templation upon that glorious, incomprehensible 
object, the ever-blessed Trinity, Hitherto, l 
have been led to view the Holy Ghost chiefly as 
an agent, now I behold him distinctly, as the third 
Person of the Trinity. I have in my own soul 
an experimental proof of the truth of this doc- 
trine, bat find human language perfectly insuffi- 
cient for speaking, or writing, intelligibly upon 
the subject. Eternity alone can nnfoid the sacred 
mystery ; but in the. mean time, what we may, 
and do comprehend of it, is replete with comfort 
to the' Christian. 

I stole a little time yesterday from business to 
write yon, bat could not finish my letter; and 
this morning, I find fresh canse to repeat the 
wondrous tale of God's goodness to my soul. 
Vol. II. G 
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My Jesus is with me to-day in a peculiar manner y 
shining sweetly upon my mind as altogether 
lovely. Surely his love is better than wine. I 
have been delightfully let into him* in secret 
prayer ; and asking in faith, have received out of 
his fulness. 


“ O lava Divio*,' all tors’* exSfetft&g V* 

Still I am favoured with a clear and distinct ppp- 
ception of the three Sacred Persona. . A^siatpoe 
with your prayers,, that 1 may improve tp the 
utmost the goodness of toy God . 

t have been insensibly led, for months past, to 
Speak and write with unusual freedom . to yoi^ l . 
trust some good end is to be answered by. £at» 
you inform me where a letter will find Mr* Wesley 
just now ? or do you know if he intends beiqg in 
Scotland this summer? Will yoube sp gpod.as to 
send me the rules of some of the best-regulated 
Sunday Schools, with the form of advertisement 
previous to their being ojpened j and also, the 
amount .of the teachers’ salary. The .people, of 
Scotland are not fond of them, but I mean to 
give them a trial. Poor children, in, general, hare 
greater, opportunities for being taught through the 
week here, than in England ; hut as our manufac- 
tories increase, these will of f ourse lessen, , Shall 
l ,n?ake mi apology for taking up so rouchof ypyi; 
t ifjeg. WUh good-wishes for^oursplf, Mrs, 3VJL-r, 
and ypuf,;.fun«d>le Sop, I repoaiu, Rey. Sir, ypjy*. 

sgrvatrt in Christian bongs,. . 

‘ ; s 
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v MSTTER XLIX. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

Mag 14 , 1787 . 

Vow lust letter, Rev. Sir, is repletewith pro- 
fitable Matter ; and of a kind to which I am net 
accustomed farm the generality of my Christian 
oornesptQtdents ; yet of that nature which suits 
me better than any other, and which, properly 
guarded, might of great utility to the church 
of ‘Christ. Ait present, it seems bid from the 
eyefc'bf many worthy teachers in it, and valuable 
Members of it. Is not this a sufficient reason. 
Why you, who so thoroughly understand the 
matter, should not remain silent, should not hide 
yotfr'taleht in a napkin, but with all the ability 
God has given you, endeavour to re-introduce 
this important doctrine into the Christian world. 
It Would be doing an essential service to the 
Cbtfrbh of Christ. Do consider and weigh the 
matter well. I would gladly hope, a greater end 
than the proftt of my soul, is to be' answered by 
what you have already written me upon the 
subject. That my natural and constitutional 
shyness is so conquered in writing to you^ I 
must' resolve into the will of God for wise endk 
But I Would now change my subject from doc- 
trine, to experience, and mention the loving- 
lrindmess of the Loud ; who not only disappoints 
xay'Mo&t hut exceeds ray expectations. 

G 2 
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Since -the memorable period already oaf ift toped 
to you, my experience has ooasi&ted ebiedy 
a calm, sweet, uninterrupted f&lpiqs)tjp)?.^ijjb 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Xdlygst**daff,^I 
felt a sensible increase of Dearness, to 
which brought more love, and- a,$tijl clearesyiew 
of him. > Help me to -praise hims .^whoidcrihso 
bountifiully- with me. How rich, how^oriwa 
bis kindness tome for ^months .past r Ferkspi, 
without such a degree of it, 4 should fcavewiok 
into: the mire of secular affaire ; in wbiohrJ am 
still in some measure Unniarsed, hut-I enfayu* 
nearer prospect of emerging than for some time 
pest, l believe duty wrH eallme to different (parts 
qf England this summer. I abaft beglid U>know 
where Providence casta your lot. It is a great 
source of satisfaction to me, that the reins of 
providential governuMah are continually in the 
hands of our God : it precludes anxiety aad mur- 
muring. Under such wise administration, there 
can be no just ground for complaint. In order 
to rosnncite this with the liberty of the. creature,, 
(far sunn must be a free agent, else he cannot 
accountable), I- have supposed.- the freedom nf 
action warn the privilege of man, hut the BO*ts#> 
f voices of > these notions, the peculiar prerogative 
of the Most, High ': and havipgthe absolute dis- 
posabofitbse,.' he fis,- wtitfc great propriety, styled 
tbe-tnorubgaveruor of thewDridi Brn, to wave 
tbi^riigresbiot*, Irvwuid return > to* a- -strife m©r* i 
dehgfasfokaubjhd r yl toean, DWaalwfe .bbebeve 
humble jfat dfothe higteat, cbojceBligifLOfhBWeje; s 
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Thte l i : prefer- thievery thing else, and think no 
dteddVWy, IftrrriahlfestUtion whatever, can do me 
aJny'geWJ/but es improves a means of confirming, 
or iKbftguSihgy tfhis holy, heavehly principle. - I 
wbcflll filled' With this humble lore; *1 still 

ftgThMMfttatag Minting in my experience, I mean 
a eMfiV&rWifneSA- from the Spirit, Of the work of 
sUWStffitbWOU 1 : 1 Should then With more freedom 
spt&iv&plicfffy cf it. 'Surely he Who hath done 
■so* muds fdr me, will not withhold this. O that 
he- Aifty enable file to 9ink into alh the depths of 
humble loVw, ! and rise to ah' the heights of Chris* 
*wm ’confidence 

I-uhhll be much obliged to yon -for a particular 
account of the beet-managed Sunday Schools ; 
4&&am, Riv. Sir, year faithful humble servant 
ifl fiat Lord, • ■ * D. Maxwbll, . 

' ■ 

LETTER L. • 

: > TO THE REV. A. MATOTER. 

June SI, 1787. 

■ I foal constrained once more to resume my 
pen, for the pleasing employment of making 
mention of the loving-kindness of him, whose 
goodness yon have so long experienced. Last 
time I wrote yon, I studiously avoided pro* 
ImSiag aaay thhig concerning the witness of the 
Sptrk for sanctification, as I did not enjoy H, at 
least, according to the judgement I had formed of 
itv That fite Lord bad condescended to increase 
ay communion with hewen, I coifid not^teny; 
G3 
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—that He bad given me wonderfUl disjidyaof 
MigreataesB, and power, and majesty.; M j 6fi>d 
the Father, was also certain ■‘■that be hadihbdc 
iesus, iu all his mediatorial glory- in bright efful- 
gence, often pass before me, and convert# 
toe, was likewise matter of fact i—‘»ri&d l he 

had shewn me, by fluth, the personality Of the ; 
Holy Ghost, and in some measure expft&Mti'that j 
oneness of substance, equality of peWCVandf 
glory, that exists in the Sacred ’Fitted; -'I ’tofeis 
as morally certain as Of my own * etiiMtttoti: 
but to believe that sin was ati ‘ibne a*ed^ 1 had 
not evidence sufficient to convince tnd-j ot% it at 
bottom there was a secret hope it might be' so, 
yet 1 had bo freedom to declarer it to others* ■ In 
this uncertain state, I continued for sente di«ferth% 
pleading earnestly with the Lord, forthef dgyreg 
of evidence which wonM effectually banish every, 
shadow of doubt. J c an n ot enumerate the num- 
berless ways and means a gracious God took to 
conquer the remains of uabehef. Eternity alone 
can unfold the mystery of his matchless goodness 
tome* Suffice it to say, that kafr week 1 1 felt 
Increasing power to yield to the motion# of the 
Spirit, which havesinee ripened into a-Dieiftetoti- 
timany ; and 1 can so longer doubt 1 titet die 
bitter root is destroyed. In some matt measure 
the ‘fruit, as ‘ weH as the Spirit, etinemtaia wit- 
nessing this to my -soul. I know yoa wiE' ^ete 
me in praising him who has dealt thustbouati- 
.fully with me. I feel deeply eonseieos of my 
weakness, but no propaaeity to ffisbomraganee. 
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I tns#|;it,will prove a. happy preservative agaiust 
those emis, to which I may be now chiefly exposed, 
ttidfliy time* or your’s, permit, I could say much 
more, but } <un obliged to conclude. I would 
drily* add) that now the Lord has made an entire 
congufistpf a heart, that has long wished to yield 
. to. him j but which has been prevented by listening 
* ’ toftneaftensy. I hope it will for ever remain. fo 
Jtbe-haadsof the right owner j and not only con- 
ti$se- emptied of evil, but be also filled with all 
the.eQerjnunicabitt fulness of Jehovah. In haste, 
ye unfaithful, humble servant, D. Maxwell, 

; Fi S,-, My Sunday School was opened list 
Lordtday, coptuaiagSl scholars. Pray for its 
prosperity- I have taken, measures for opehiog 
aaethm> about 26 miles south of Edinburgh, 
under rim inspection of Mr. Boyd, from England; 

LETfER LI. •] 

- — 

' TO MI8S RITCHIE. 

Cootcfy SG, 17S7. _ 

D**x Miss Ritcbu, 

Ax you have kindly taken an interest in -my 
spiritual' concern*, for some years, I feel a call 
to inform- .you. of the great goodness . of the 
Lend ta my soul for some past months. Indeed, 
itviarjawe than human language can express. 
Smeei . January last* be has been sensiblyjn- 
ereasifig my • little stock 5 ^. not only making, won- 
derful discoveries to me e£*tbe glory of God-thid 
father*. God the Son, .and God the- HplyGrhostj 
G 4 
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•as distinct Persons, yet the jsatne, in sul$t$pGd» 
.equal fn power, and gloiy.j but , ate# a^wyag,,n»e 
such nearness to, and deep commufl'wji^.wUb .the 
^Stkcred Three, as was at times al^s^^Pj^PG^ 
for the clay tenement, tuid seeco^,in.,¥ jgfif**. 
Jrtfhsnre to break off my connexippL.,qnt^. fpp»- 
(Uity. O the heavenly, the inexpressibly, de- 
lightful interviews with the Lord Jesu^ .w^th 
Which I have often been lately indulged. Iqanppt 
convey any adequate idea of then?* perhw? 
your own experience will much better ,|p£Q£(9 
you. At times the solemn grandeur of. heevenjy 
•Majesty was sweetly tempered and spftened.by 
redeeming love. At other season^, I baye (bcun 
called to stand in the presence of the hfr$l;High 
God himself: then, sacred awe filled, , ray ,ac*ul, 
and all around seemed filled with the preaeqncqf 
Jehovah ; 1 felt as if I stood on holy g^ounc( ri At 
other times,. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost have 
so surrounded me, as made m e . to prove, in Jhp 
fall extent of the words, the, “ overwhelming 
power of saving grace.” This la#t jpanifcs.fatiou 
was fa April last, when partaking of ^?e Lord’s 
Supper, and continued for many. * week?. : r ,q 
measure of it t still enjoy, Numbering have 
been the gracious visits 1 have been, favoured 
With Since then, but still I was not 
Spirit did -not witness the destruction of.^tn ; ( 0ad , 
without Sfi I could ; nqt rest : yet f ,J VgKff: 
thankful for what the Lord, had done (or'fq^ . j . 
badetfted a secret hope that t fiad received . 
blessing, but dprat not say so to others; and tb$ 

- ii3W/A H 

’ *• 5 ’ 
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all ih .liis power to’ prevent me. , At 
whole powers of darkness seemed let 
and then 1 went through therppet 
pRlbfbfPerilfcrs&s of mind, yet felt as if si^ongth- 
etied to'hndrire a greater agony. Bat he Wih&i# 
HhH id J1 riierey, did not permit these severe coo- 
flicks tb'lakV' fong ; in due time he rebuked jfre 
adversary, and Roared the healing balm pf his 
-ktW^nto my soul. Again, I went on my way ; re- 
|i?4hgi, wrestling in prayer for that degree of 
thi'eijulvocal evidence of sanctification,, which 
tfbuldfdlfy satisfy both myself and others.. The 
L bk used various means to conquer the. last 
remains of* unbelief. For some days, I fek him 
ppwerftrHy apd sweetly at work upon ray soul. | 
obtained increasing power to yield^o the motipM 
of the ‘Spirit, and inf very. short .time they tf 
rdinated in a clear witness. This, through meeg y* . 
has abode with me ever sine?. I cqn no y ,n% 
longer doubt. that the bitter root is destroyed. ,yV 
ssni&i .measure of the fruit concurs in bearing tJhift: 
testimony,. ..flow shall I sufficiently praise hug* 
who has 'dealt thus wonderfully wi,th me ; and<p^. 
seasonably timed these great and glorious displays . 
of his love and poweiy when I was necessarily j 
so-tboiftugfily occupied with, secular affairs, jiwn 
1 e proved very detri mental to my s&$dj 3 


O HShe height* and depth. .of j^eqatiig j&gfckv 





G & 
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TO MISSSffTClire. 

Coatet, Jufy^irntTi 

Ha i ring hinted in former tetters, thaSthte-Lord 
At not witness by his. Spirit to tie treark ofeane- 
tideadoa which he bad wrought in ■qrbool, hie 
goodness now constrains me to say,tbfe- is no 
longer the case. He shines now with meridian 
brightness upon his own work.' There, in his 
light, I see light, and feel faU ' liberty to testafy 
that the bitter root is destroyed. Hbw shdll I 
Sufficiently praise him-, who has dealt thus gra- 
ciously with me. The wonderful displ a ys of the 
power, glory, and goodness of Father, Son, and 
Holy Cheat, which i have enjoyed since the com* 
mencenCnt of this yea r, though matter of un- 
speakable thankfulness, could in no wise satisfy, 
Whifo a doohtt remained, that the Canaanitesr were 
not wholly driven out of the land.- For this I 
besought -the Lord, with a degree of- importunity 
hia-own Spirit bestowed'; therefore, he heard the 
.pdcryei*, and, for -the sake of Jews; gave me the 
desire of my heart; f am now brought into the 
Wealthy place ; kept in the immediate presence 
of -Jehovah ; privileged to 'see the King In his 
beauty, With the land that is aftr off; enjoying 
the coat tout) abode of hm Sprit; surrounded wh* ft 
the peaceful presence of Father,: don, and Holy 
flbostp ambhwcf itra;stmdl-iBeB*are, thedepths 
of- (he Godhead made known to me. Bat; over 
all; this glory; my God har crested a- defence; ; by 
gmOfffledwpfy to fed , that I on ly stand Jy faith. 
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I rejoice with trembling, sweetly tempered with 
that perfect love tbatcasteth eat fear. Through 
the lender mercy of my God, thus emptied of 
evil,. Iktokfbrwai'd, and enjoy the soul*- animating 
praspect. of 'being idled with all the coiOnsaai- 
cable .ialnem of Jehovah. You Will, 1 know, 
cordially join with me hi offering up the witting 
tribute of praise, so justly due to our God, who 
has, at last, made an- entire conquest of a heart 
(hat has long Wiihed to prbve his utmost salv-oden 
hnd fulness of love. But business calls, and I 
matt answer. The Lord has fuUy convinced me 
that the Work 5s his ; he has reserved it for roe, 
brought me to if, and gives me to believe (how* 
ever is one sense unequal to the task) he *efil 
carry me through it, unblamehblfe in his sight, 
and irreproveable before man. . It is the doting 
of 'die Load, and may well be marvellous in my 
sight. That you may feel a growing power la 
glorify and enjoy your God ; that I may' "stand 
fast in : the liberty wherewith Christ forth made 
me free,” and hourly addcto my little stock f ri»e , 
active and&ealdus, faithful and. fruitful.; letltos, . 
jwith a holy importunity, Highland day, wrestle' 
with thVHtaresf of pcayetytrod he will insWt^oS'f 
for ourselves, and for the pros parity ofiiLs-Zion. 
PemntiinetaicntarecoeMn«i)d' Uvyenreamest 
prayemmy-.youngesb brother, wbq lids danger^ 
twislyiU, Body I'-fear, not prepared fdr.ilhe :gwfei 
change. ■ . .• v * 5sr.l ■?:.> i> lu 

■ Belie*W.me,dew-Sffat8!lltdbi^. 'wMsCbH&ifoi 
fovepyouh flslivwvtraveltte tolfbe |lgufJenisal«i§- 

D. Maxwell. . 
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. i a-,; . 


“TO TH£ B®V. A.' MATHKH 3 ; 




. ‘ ! -*■ ~0q*em»et‘ti ttMU. 

• ! Hit. Sir, • > ;.i* > ..ts-7 , 

I intended sooner to h«ve thanked jrtwfor^ewil 
attention in sending tbe Rules forthe Sunday 
Schools; bat have been nodi and. naoessariiy 
occupied in that business the Lord has com- 
mitted to me. But O, what cause of thankful- 
ness, that with Martha’s careful hands, he ako 
gives the Mary's loving heart. L still have, fresh? 
yea daily cause to tell of the lovingt*kiadneas of 
. hhe-Lord. He continues bis goodness, he cheats 
the remarkable manifestations of his love, as 
flowing from the Sacred Three ; -distinctly dis- 
covered by faith as separate persons, yet, inex- 
plicably united. My soul is abundantly more 
established in the grace given,, than when I last 
wrote you. I now enjoy the constant, dare 1 
say, the full abode of the Spirit ? , Perhaps that 
is gtsng too far : I would rather, am on the safe 
side. . ,Xet Ifeel liberty to say. Father, Son, and, 
j H oist &hpst, Continually encamp around me ; and. 


’• “ Not a 'cloud does arise, to darken the skies, ■ 

“Or Mis, fb i a Eftdflaent, tbe LordfrtSttiny eyesk’f. ’ 

Wherever I tnovc> I meet, the object of my jove. 1 
left Scotland on Tuesday tost; and have since beep 
ip constas^ipmiaat ;d^-rfflnmertiqg/with diffe- 
rent persons, and-eqgegerihn various business 
yet, through the abundsnt goodness of my God, 
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my mind is not in the least deranged by these 
diversified scenes. “ Q wondrous power of 
sovereign grace !” 

I am gladtto find' by letters /fppi ^ir. Wesley, 
anctOr. Coke,. a£ r Guernsey, that the prospect 
opens so fair and extensive for the spread -Qf the 
gbsflei iL~ihp West India Islands. May the time 
speedily -commence,. when ail the kingdom* of 
thi&WOdd shall become the. kingdoms of oar God 
add his Christ; Within these few month* I hav$ 
opened three Sunday Schools,, upon the plan yon 
sent me : two inJSoglftnd, and one in Scotland, 
May- the Lordsucceedeyery attempt to prpmote. 
his cause im the- world. With Christian, good 
wishes to Mrs. Mather, and yourself, I remain* 
- ■ Rev. Sir, ... . . . , 

YoMr obliged rhum We servant, and friend in 

• ■ - • !>♦ MaxwjBfAv , 

ILETTER LIV1 ! J • 

TO THE REV. CHARLES AT MO RE, GLASGOW; 

Oeates, Ocivber 10, *T8?„ 

“I am pleased to see by- your letter, that you# 
gracious God is owning your labours, and win, 
forting your own sonl. Shall I congratulate you- 
upon a complete victory over all your .inward 
foes? Are the Canaamtes wholly driven out of 
the land ? 'If so, I would>say,. hmbihappy»B«td<t; 
VJfibsfrheait Is'nOW a? quferdwdBing, ,od. flr>l» 
y €hi»tii AgaMtfc j snor. tn 

--- l * u <> :d*»tare Jainv^a.-alim.” ^aeerou. Jaa*. 

■ v-s, ?<. : .■[•■■I’d: s ?.:) d^uozdS i ij x 


Digitized by Google 



HM ' to# * * 

ffotherttise-, permit me- to^say,-— 0 tost not lEfn 
thus- Wasted ! Cfy earnestly : to GbSl, and- the 
Lord, whom ye seek, will suddeBly coitit! to HM 
temple; neret more' to depart. *“ - ' 

I am a witness of iifs fdlthfnfness anti power. 
fprOvetFa thighty exertion 6f both' hi my little 
excursion to the South ; when, in the diversified 
scenes I Went throws, kftthe powers Of ' Action, 
both of body arid mind, toeto called With; and 
kept on the stretch; sometimes toorirf morining 
until night. Yet, throtigh the 'tender imtfrey of 
my God, my mind was preserved uftiforriily staid 
upon himself; my fellowship, without “itrterrtrp- 
tion," was with* the Father and die Son j and my 
evidence for sanctification strong as a cable-fixed 
to an immoveable rock ; and 1 bright as the sun 
shining at noon-day 1 This Was the Lord's doing,- 
and truly wonderful in my eyes. What shall I, 
what can I render unto' the Lord for all bis good- 
ness*? O may iriy future life speak his praise, 
arid evince my gratitude, 

•' Since I cavne home, the Lord has- been: very 
gracious. While I now write, I feel a sweet 
sense of the presence- o f fl od , 1 thus write, not 
to make known my own attainments, but for the 
encoarageuacnt of others, and to the glory of the 
Giver of every good and perfect gift. 

When God Is at work, either among a people, 
or in tha heirt of- an individual, die adversary of. 
soak is peculiarly' at work also^a belief ofthe 
former ‘shmdd> pmvent,- disco asagamfot,. and & 
fear of tfca latter stir up to much pteyer. . O the- 
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p*wer' offwthfal prates ! Iifeeby pray??. May 
yen proud teaevehrign. efficacy in edery difflcpd 
case^ end find tixe apoetfe's reqwsst for Use Cot* 
losaiaos (chap, i. 9, lfl,) answered in your own 
souk loan pleased, to bear? that Mrs. Attnore’s 
sphere of usefulness is. enlarged, and her soul 

b»?py* ' 

Enclosed is the widow's ante , towards liqui- 
dating. the .debt incurred by erecting galleries. 
We $» .on much as usual in. Edinburgh. More 
fife is much wanted. . May the Lord pour out bio 
Spirit ! then the barren wilderness shall become 
* fruitful field. 

Repeated interruptions, && oblige me to con- 
clude. Praying for peace and prosperity am^og 
your people, and the continuance of both in your 
own, and. Mrs. Atmore's seal, 
lam, Rev. Sir, 

Your totitful, bumble servant in CbriBt, 

D.Ma9?«u., 

P. S.L have many demands, yet, if food)*, are* 
law, add. another guiaes^and 1 will repay it. > 


• LRffFER. LW *• . . 

TO TflfE. EEV: A.1WTJIE% , •’ ^ ‘ ' 

Dkamber V, ; lP-#7. 

What has become of Mr: Mather, my profit- 
able correspondent 9 .1 should, suppose my .lati; 
has never come to band; as itismoMflatoirtbngft 
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months, since I wrote* end hev«d»adf anrepljuic §$ 
Vff letter, i mentioned. ia-emB& e awu rato y l»haft 
etpde into JSngland, upon business j ibut ijireett'no 
fprtherthan Workington, in Cumhed«nd?»Qd of 
eopsgqnenoe bad little pro Stable cintere«ufee ; With 
Christians.} yet experienced touchy vrirysOnwhy of 
the delightful and gracious presence* bfcfiny Bod, 
even in that barren dime, - . J 'find >hwiimfetcy 
sweetens every toil 5 . . tmak«/s»ery ijegiotei-ffletee ; 
and since I came hneayss the. Jaded; hasJwondBr* 
fuUy exsffled bis,omoi|»trte»t>pww«r'in cawymg* 
me over nKrnntaiosnfid^fikuJtieSiinmiyjaDpbrtant 
engagement, and through pretty senate exercises 
of mind sjn both, Iprwreri njytjddcr* pire 8 #rt 
help^s -strong bold in 4he<dny.«f trouble. Often/ 
after these, trying *asoas, fees, m itwere^Mrends* 
the iteefeeos. and: comes down j.- appeaife iu M«4 
jesty Divine j .puts my foes to flight, amd tlroWas > 
all my fs»a~;aad painful* feelings in tire boeaiVof 
redoemingJova . At other times, when, pe^raps, 
for hours, I have been necessar%'OR$aged in 
secular-' SffilifR, a fettr has ; &risfet>, lest by.so doing! 

I shoold'tfiuk from that happy state into which I 
have been brought : then, quick as lightning, 
Jesus appears himself ; comes down as rain upon * 
the mown grass ; makes my soul as the chariots - 
of Aminadab ; and strengthens me to leap over 
a wall, or to overcome a troop. Sometimes, 
when meditating upon what the Lprd has done 
for me, or when hearing the word preached, Abe 
Sacred Three draw near as distinct persons, and, 
yet, to my view and apprehension, one,, in. % 
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toanBfir*n*aptt«febtei I mugb #ishtbitop?bW; 
tbesfe gvarintifr) visitations to Aeutmost. My 
saufenghtiabd dsyy feeds upon the Word of Oort 
i© Boeretymfljsebj witb?praye*, is the matins flrdm 
wabieh.- Llueap-most' profit. You see how'freetyl 
stilLunrite, ?hauihg> given you an abstract of the 
lord's ridaaii*gr>witb -me for months past, 
.ibeliave, ifithe Lord wfll, ! shall be obliged to 
go tejBpatat»ainejti»e in the end of January, or 
b^fhuthsg bofi Eebcnary, upon LndyG.’s ebapel 
business. .iltda-toibe opened about that time. 
Phiais^ineyr.coneat a y -atullfeel a : little awkward 
io it j'hut facing called to>H, 1 must endeavour 
tft-ge , through i with it- as tbe Lord shall -assist. 
TherfLis.a: depth in Providence in tola dispense 
tiefti-haarp not yet been abte tofethom. 1 ft&4 
thgUns* hotbof reason Bind faith, too short to 
get to-dbe, bottom of. it; but 1 leave it/ to the 
Lord,, and only wish to fulfil his wittin i»»*~-With 
my hepb.wiabee to Mj3.JMather, I remain, >< 
: ,v,„)R0r.aira-: ..•’*• . 1 "’- 

s , t . ^ ^wr (aUhfid A hHBibl« servant,.^,- 

"" .. / -!•- -i. J). MMWSMUnw 

•: J..J. .v -■ • r ■ . - *•/.• 

o.fci *• 

o.U *• * il 

..... qs&l o; uus , .noantfH^ to 

i-t/iuiistnocl i.o./ti a )S vj Jis'/r s 

jnub sad feroJ »r4 wn*« ooqc gmJsJibom asib 
u ,i; .hsxbaeiq fivjv; :.iil gax^oil nodw io t 9tn idi 
jjac .aaosioq »a.lsfL ;« ibok wsib soidTbjnaa'rt 
.. ■£ iti «asto t uoia£i930'ruq6 tt.ic waiv yxn of <■*-'{ 


Digitized by Google 


, i: «* . , "'/{wJ \o yJoii 

*-V*' v ; ? .• .i.*j “'MA .looite ojm 


'• r;.v-:04 i.. • % n ./ 

. ^ i. *> J . •)* 

v » ...C , • • 

»wi.' ; '* »:♦: 


• 5 :i vj sb^m od blue. 
. ,* j ^oqs-arfJ .o* 

1?0B. *• JjItfCittsq 

- - - c :(j^M 

' v . Jj: bDnuc>.r^!*-o 


^arfkuWs 1 'resptttbig H&pt . 

-*«¥?#•' Bristol— jbrmt- m k -Jfhk.hBs* 

j<thhs<m-~sko*t Adettmt Ofl-AkrveqmtfUws acts* 

. UttuOt* . '■■> «'••• ' f •-■;!' 


* Land; had ‘been pfirchafcedyby fheje?nt ;, b&' 
BWofeirC6 ■ of ffte l/juUOS ’ 1 ihd Hdpfij 

on which to erect a chapel, at the Hot IVeWs, 
nfeafBristpl . TftesC Ladies hid fre<pforttly visited 
this place ; not to unite : in the frivolities- of 
fashionable Kfe, but solely to' seek fot lsteheftt 
from the fong-femed salubrity OP its • watattl 
They had witnessed the dissipation -and folly, 
which reigned triumphant throughout all ranks, 
with sincere regret ; and lamented the want of 
an awakening and spiritual ministry; and the 
paucity of places for the public worship of Clod, 
at a situation where hundreds annually resort, 
who particularly need the consolations Of the 
gospel. > Influenced by these impression#, they 
determined on the erection of a chapel; but 
before they could accomplish their pious design, 
they were both called to thejoyof their Lord. 
By the appointment of Lady Glenorcby, it- became 
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.the duty of Lady btacwell to saYrythis design 
into effect. After aU tbe amu^neto which 
could be srnde by. m eetis ef letters, she hastened 
to the spot) personally to examine into every 
particular connected with the business, and to 
adopt' measures best .calculated to sebum the 
objects aimed at by her departed friends. She left 
Edtahwgts o* ti*e l|tb.pf October in this. year, 
and ofl*r httpeethigAfce various chapels nhder her 
case, which Jajr ak her *oad, awtoed ttBrittal 
ontbe27tb» She entered ie to the ooncerlvnader 
nyicbt dlsceamgameot? last with confidence*. that 
as tbe cause Wa»tb£Ltwd*s, bt would dvr our her 
with ail ne&sssfy aqd seasonable assistance. 
(She bad- to eaeptmlat ttiaoy and great dittcaha^ 
ba^was/ouabM to snanouet the® j though she 
has-not^eitfeegibi bar Bitty or; Gorraspondtoscw, 
sta te d pastiealpn.. TJb* chapel, homerety teas 
nltinenlnly erected, add JWngdesiroua to perpe*- 
t**te thouMtasaiytof .ber “rDear Dauphtsr/’ sfa* 
named it “btope ftnpcL” This chapel aawid 
be seoa^, aftertreada htewoe to hec Ladyship, a 
sourer of painful sohetonle^ but had we mav 
tori ads,, it would be away from the object of this 
work, to eater into aajr lengthened detail of its 
Wgtosy. ' ba bes Bitty,. she has: recorded several 
tots afkiadatos shewn bee by many Christian 
friends while at Bristol ; repeated pleasirg inter* 
views with Mr, Wesley; and the close intimacy 
wbidh afee famed with Mrs Ebaabeth. Johnson, 
a> ewsdea labjv *d whose hopse she tor some 
resided. •. ", ... . .. < 
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/Ehi».plou& female was deseended’frOH Sfi'tefr- 
cieutand.nobrle family. He#' greatgtaridfiMlhr 
was Mm to Counsellor Johnson, who '-wai^'h^ 
pointed Master of the 'RoH& fcer King 'Charted the 
Second, - The reeidenceof her fenher was Ot drip** 
penbam, Wiltshire. She wad ltfce !, ytt4ftigtist of 
jfour children', one ton- end three 
.was bona in June, 17^1; < From. tesr iilftftie^ site 
feared God,, hut- did notobtfcin ah'&Kptirimdnfeti 
knowledge of salvation by theorem tesidn. of siw, 
throagb faith in the atoning Mood, untsilhedr the 
dose of the year 1744i > Sot* aftenlhis, She 
-united herself to Mr .Wesley’® Society inBristei, 
.and was one of the first-fruits.'' of the extract^* 
diaary work of God, the light of which was then 
just dawning , on the world. For above half * 
century she continued « steady/ pious, coot 
sis tent, and> active member, adorning in all thing* 
the gospel of God her Saviour. During the 
greatest part of this period, she .resided with her 
eldest sister, Mrs. Mary Johnson, alady of aimiter 
spirit, -and they had one heart and oneway. Lake 
J^ady . Maxwell, her benevolence was bounded 
o^dy hy her abilities. In the earlier part of her 
religious life, she, also, with Lady M— , regretted 
her want of means to g ratify the generous wishes 
of her heart ; but, fcythe death; of relatives, she 
received repeated accessions to. bar property 5 all 
of which she . cheerfully devoted to tire causes of 
God, , and. to the want* of the necessitous, in 
o^.ipatapce, tjwfct&e. hundred. pounds came into 
bee ...pb^soi^wb I purposely to be* ..distributed 


Digitized by Google 


D ARC Yy MRWWgLL. 

atqpng i,hd poo® j-etul this 'laborer*' «f JlQ'veSUs 
nnd with >deHgbt? abd ! strife-- 
f«c$iqg y . by.her cwmiudni. l&iedied its Bhe hid 
liyet^ieSHftiBg ith naught the blood of the erossi 
.A tyfnt tfosftjo’-okwk am foeunGtsBittg 06 her' death, 
sheiepdftwoueod to/Tepeat tbeapostle’s trium* 
pjtyp^gqlaew&io*)! Jimveifcrught”-s- but here 
tyre brgftfoifaitadyreodiwedl&ess forbidber fin fete- 
ty§i:fofii 7 btyweA sendsteep-itbe import of 'which 
hep heart eapaienaed. About four, she cried 
out, i‘ Gdvw — L«r 4> scw no * - cmAe , ’ ’ and a little 
after “.Jkorttf’ with which word she sunk into 
the anas of her Redeemer. “Thus,” suys her 
Biographer, “on the 18th" oft December, 1708 , a 
few ruiwHe* before fore in the morning, after 
ueaX- fifty+foe years close walk with God, Eliza- 
beth Johnson attained the summit of her wishes ; 
tJiOifkte wer of. her prayers j the end of her faith ; 
the fond salvation! of her soul ; and, as a ripe 
shock -of corn, was gathered into' the heavenly 
garner in the set>enti/-&ghtJk year of her age. Her 
remains, were interred on the 37th, in the family' 
vault at Layoock, in Wiltshire.” Many of foe 
following, letters will be found addressed to this 
eminent saint. . - " 

Having completed her work for theprdsfeftt at 
Bristohr '-hady Maswfill • again bent her ebtarser 
homeward- Pu her way, she- visited her friend 
aadrcorrespoudentj Mr. Mather, at 1 Wakefield, 
and aiwived hi safety at Edinburgh, on foe 8th 
of Novemberr -Several of the subsequent epistles' 
rgfcntoth* above particulars, and wifBuffiefently 
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shew what Was - the state of herLadysWp’smind’ 
and hearty in the midst of these multifarious ei*-. 
gagementa. Anditwillbe sees, that, while she 
was- fefehfiiBjr discharging the dutfe* wfakb de- 
volved upon her i* that part of' theLofdts vine- 
yard oomnaittedtoheriewej atew ch a ortd ap4 
enoo unaged by bearingofthe'sprwHhcrf' the gospel, 
and the attention of th# ftudcamerV tengdOtn, 
in <M*Ttnfp*rts oftbe. world. . 

aaMWMiiaar - 

i • ••■...•• v. / >!.•;•> • •. 

LETTB&LVI, 

• ~~~ • ’ ar 

. TO THE. REV. -C. ATMOF&. . tii; 4 • 

JiamarpS, ift* 

For the comfort of yeur'own soul, "Her. Sir, 
and the good of others, I wish to give ydu a 
more fcccurate aOcdunt df the hordes work-in- Af- 
ferent places, as communicated' to me by two 
Christian' friends ih fenghmd, than I did ytss- 
terdhy. My informarion from Halt rims thus : 
“ The work of the Lord Is greatly deepened in 
many hearts in this place lately. Five of our 
friends withiif’ this last six weeks, are efeferly 
brought into f\Ut liberty. They simply and freely 
testify, that ‘ the blood of Jesus Christ cleandeth 
from attain.’ Several are athirst Tor purify of 
heart,’ and I trust a cloud of witnesses will -be - 
raised up here, whose lives, arid humble though 
open profession, will evince to all who krtoW 
tbeiH, i>4 ffiw' they are redeemed from- sin.”"Tbfls 


Digitized by Google 



DARCY," <t.*OT 'HMWrBLL. H3 

OS' .vtf. friedd at H*H. Boiim—J' Thft Lard 
seemretorhcagoiug out of hie common way* td 
fdarmaod ooarert the children at men* . Hero 
eight TehwandtbanJfcs fear pardon one sabbath* 
<h&i and wenratAeri young women, belonging; 
totherinnday .School, were justified very, lately* 
Mnnyaae atei fad re ireecntiy been brought in ; samel 
by being afanood by visions hr the Bight, and, 
others by seeing theidistreas of some whowem 
crying for pardon.” 

Mr. P.Cosc, afrSnrmwrcfc, writes, Great news 
from Zion. Nero* was there so great a worfelw 
America, no, nor in any part of England, ac- 
cording to ad the- accounts in Mr. Wesley’s 
Journals, at is how in Brunswick and Sussex 
Circuits. At -many of our preaching places, we 
eaunot tne«$ the classes, on account of the cries- 
of the distressed. Sometimes fifty in a day are 
truly converted tot the living God. On the 26th 
and, 37th of .July, ourquarterlv meeting for 
Brunswick was held at Maflr burgh Chapel,, and 
ou tbe28tb and 29tb, for Sussex circuit, at Jones’s 
Chapel, it was: thought, at the least .computation, 
that dming, these. four days, there were between 
two and .three hundred savingly brought to God. 
ft is impossible for as to ascertain the numbers 
exactly ; however, such n sight l never beheld 
before* The penitents lay in rows, on the ground* 
ciying for -mercy at the hands- erf God; ,mapy of 
whpf»;were the principal gentry of, the country, 
and- several of Dr. Cox’s chief opposers,, when 
ha bere -h^ testimony against the slaye-trode.’’ . 
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Mr. Dickens writes from New York. n Avg. 2?, 
1787- I have very extraordinary things to com- 
municate. The Lord hath made bare bis holy 
arm in Virginia. It looks like the dawn of the 
millennium. I have received the most authentic 
intelligence that since our last Conference several 
hundreds have been converted in Brunswick and 
Sussex circuits; and about Brunswick seven- 
thousand souls are under deep conviction. • The' 
work is also very extraordinary in' some parts of 
Nortb'Carolina, especially at, and near Virginia, 
where the congregations on the Sabbath-day 
consist of many thousands, and many of the 
greatest persecutors are struck down as dead. 
Surely this is the arm Of Omnipotence.” 

Some parts of this account were transmitted 
to ns before, but they will bear a repetition. O 
that the recital of them might warm, by the 
blessing of the Most High, the many cold hearts 
to be found in our northern climes. Yet, surely, 
our God was With {s also of a troth yesterday, 
and I feel him equally gracious to-day. Let us 
t improve the favourable season, and wrestle for 
greater things.) 1 In a peculiar manner, I believe 
he waits to- us good at present. May you 
quickly prove and openly testify, that “ the blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.” I hope 
Mrs. Atmore also is athirst for this great blessing. 

I am. Rev. Sir, your faithful humble servant, 

D, Maxwell. 
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' ’ °* wy God* 

f off bi 8 ;ipw#gr. 

The.gpnury of mortal la#- 
gqqge j^^^ t py dqHig justice tP4|je«F»H<d wHl 
H etepuity, alpne ,cajo. unfold thp 
•« jftt? |, . < P wb^ heights and depths. of 
Jkive,, have 1 experienced, since the 
C^p^en^ptent ,of 1/87 J. and yet \ seem to hay* 
b$| 0 $s^d, T pf the. .pep of. bliss, The pleasing, 
the delight^., retrospect, ajttbrds nmple matter 


loyc,>and .praise, X have sometimes, 
l^ly ft ^{$^ 90 red jo measure bach by ,e«pts*n- 
pj^iqp^ tije 'yarious 8(teps. whereby the Lord has. 
1^ jpe, j,apd ,capsed.hjs love, to. abovrad towards 
m^-bpr these last twelve,., months ;. but my 
th^fc.have often been recalled.,, and absorbed 
in. pfj^nt enjoyment, , Shall I' say with Kepapis,, 
^he ju^rdt^eesJ am yet weak in love, tbppefbfo. 
he .vi^i^ pe. often.’’ If I dp, aurelyJ u^BSt.add,. 
if this, ia a mark ,pf weakness,. letjggne nwpr,. ho, 
whh<$t jt, . Solpipon’s , idguiry, . : ‘‘ Wfttifyl *h • 
verv defd dwell yyit^^an Qb eaBj)}4!” ,1 .caul 

an«Wfr»fr^/Will i/ 'i 
—he jjpefj Jor i dwelt yid, in Qo^ apd 
God iuYne. ^jvbjat shall I say to these things ? 
It is ^Ae fjord’s doing, and is truly marvellous 
in my eyes. O may my life, together with my 
V 01 ..IL H 
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pen, and Ups, proclaim his goodness, and speak 
his praise. 

His Spirit still witnesses to the work of sanc- 
tification ; but I daily prove that t only stand by 
faith. If at any time a doubt passes through my 
rhind, it is not permitted to rest there. The Lord 
has again recourse, I may say, to signs and 
wonders, to confirm my faith. Then succeeds 
a sweet sinking into God : yea, into the God- 
head's -“deepest sea;” and soon my soul breaks 
oat, in strong desire, for aU that God can give. 

1 see the fitil assierance of hope,* as something 
superior to what I now ettyoyj and am led to 
press after it. You have walked over all this 
ground, I doubt not ; and Gan therefore point 
out the straight road to a traveller, who wishes 
to get .quickly on, and to carry many with her. ( 
do feel liberty* and endeavour, when Christian, 
prudence permits, to speak and write. upon the 
delightful theme, that now engrosses my best 
thoughts ; although a variety of perplexing bu- 
siness sets a seal upon a large proportion .of 
my time. But Divine love Will not be kept under ; 
it will rise above.every sorrow, every care, every 
fear, yea, every creature. It cannot rest short of 
God, its centre. O, how excellent a thing is 
love ! May it fill, your soul and mine. 

My journey to Bristol is delayed till April, by 
the dilatory proceedings of the architect of the 
chapel at the Hot-wells c you will not regret this. 

• See Note, tol. ii. p. 168. . . 
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1 am in a measure delivered from slavish fear, 
else I should shrink from the trials 1 may expect 
there. God has made the as certain, as of my 
own existence, that he has placed me where L 
now stand i 1 therefore depend upon him, for 
Wisdom, Strength, &c. &c. I feel as a little child, 
in thd business, perfectly unequal to the task ; 
bdt I alh aware it is the Divine appointment and 
blessing alone that can give power and success' 
to any instrument. 

I wish to hear that Mrs. Mather is quite well 
again. Sbe must not leave us for a long time yet. 
O that thfe Lord Would raise up many witnesses 
Messed With her experience. May your bow 
abide id full strength, add the success of your, 
labottfs Increase with your years. I wish I had 
rhetoric sufficient to persuade you to take up 
your pen in the defence and support of a doctrine 
that seems at present too much neglected. .Do 
think of it," ahd oblige, Rev. Sir, your faithful, 
humble servant in Jesus, 

D. Maxwell. 

LETTER LVIIU . 

tO THE REV. C. ATMORE, GLASGOW. 

Coates, 11 th March, 1788. 

Because he who is rich in mercy atilt gives the 
•continued grace, I can* Rev. Sir, answer .your 
inquiry in the affirmative. •“ My soul doth> 
magnify the Lord, and nay spirit rqjqicetb in 
God fiiy Saviour.” 1 have been, by the wise 
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appointment of unerring Wisdom, afflicted in 
body, more so than for some months, and still 1 
am far from being well ; hence I am much con- 
fined. In the former part of my illness, I lay, as 
it were, becalmed in the bosom of love j but, in 
the latter part of it, the adversary was permitted 
to try every grain of grace. I was sifted as wheat : 
it was truly an emptying time. Yet, I stood, 
because the everlasting arms were underneath 
me ; and soon my God said, “ It is enough.” 
He rebuked the adversary, and the din of war 
ceased. I had peace in all my borders ; yea, it 
flowed as a river. God the Father, and Son, 
came down as at the beginning, encircled me in 
the arms of redeeming love, and poured a flood 
of noon-day evidence into my soul for sanctifica- 
tion. Assist me to praise him who deals thus 
tenderly and bountifully with me. 

Yesterday, my cup overflowed. I was Called 
to see an old acquaintance, Lady J. M'Kensy : 
she was just upon the wing, ready to take her 
flight into the invisible world. In my way to. 
town, '6 how exquisite was my enjoyment ! — 
language fails to express it. Heaven seemed 
let down to earth. Jesus was intimately nigh, 
shining in all his mediatorial glory, with beams 
<of sacred light. When I came to nay friend, I 
found her in the full triumph of faith, exulting in 
her God. The curtain of mortality seemed drawn 
aside, and the glories of the eternal world were 
displayed. The terror of kings, and the king of 
.terrors, was disarmed of all bis terrors, and 
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changed into a messenger, not only of peace, but 
of joy. It was truly a memorable season 3 for a- 
while we forgot almost that we were in the body. 

O, what has Jesus done for the sinful progeny of 
Adam t How far do the heights and depths of 
redeeming love exceed the grasp of oar limited 
capacities ! May we prove its utmost extent. 

My soul springs forth in eager pursuit of what 
l have not yet attained. I do feel that God is 

ct fhe spring of all ray joys, 

The life of my delights ; 

The glory of my brightest days,-. 

And comfort of my nights.” 

Will you permit me to ask. Why are you so * v 
long, before you enter the promised land ? You 
know the way : all things care ready . Let not 
the sweets of earthly comforts retard your prOr 
gress. I should be glad if you could inform me 
in your next, that both Mrs. Atmore and yourself 
are the happy inhabitants of that good land. It 
is> indeed^ 

‘ < — F&roured with God’s* peculiar smile ; 

With every blessing blest.” 

I feel for Dumfries: — hinderances strew all 
the way ; but God reignetk. Dalkeith also wears 
a sombre appearance. I rejoice to think that the 
Lord can, and hath promised to make a way for 
his church even in the wilderness 3 and streams 
4 n the desert. But business of various kinds calls, 
and I must answer. 

With wishes for your spiritual prosperity, and 
also Mrs. Atmore’s, I am, Rev. Sir, Your faithful, 
humble servant, Darcy Maxwell. 
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LETTER LIX. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

April 9, 17*8. 

Relieving, Rev. Sir, that yon desire the pros- 
perity of my soul, I feel sweetly constrained, for 
my own profit as well as your satisfaction, to 
inform you, that through the tender mercy of 
him, whose compassion foiled) not, my soul is 
comfortably alive to God : still tasting his good 
word, and feeling the powers of the world to 
come, f am kept sweetly under the influence of 
Divine truth, and favoured with many precious 
visits from on high j when the Deity deigns to 
converse with his creature, and to shine -with 
peculiar brightness upon the work of sanctifica- 
tion in my soul. While thus 

“ Loqt in the high enjoyment of bis lpve, 

What glorious njortal can my envy move?” 

But this high and exquisite enjoyment, is not my 
constant allowance : that is rather * calm, silent, 
sweet sinking into God. Yet I feel but a babe 
in perfect love. However, there is much reason 
for thankfulness ; the work, so for as 1 have ex- 
perienced it, is dear : and the babe is daily pant- 
ing for the maturity and stability of a father, 
and is much encouraged to press on, by the 
tender dealings of a God of love, who wonder- 
fully bears with many weaknesses. 

The veil, that covers unseen things from mortal 
eyes, grows mere transparent. I get clearer 
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views of the eternal world j of the happiness of 
its blessed inhabitants. Yet, though thns highly 
favoured, I seem, in one sense, to sink daily in 
my own eyes ; while, in another, I rise higher. 
I daily need to wash in the blood of Jesus ; and 
prove it very strengthening and comfortable, 
frequently, by faith, to plunge, as it were, in that 
sacred fountain ; and renew the dedication pf 
myself, with all J have and am, or ever shall 
have, to my God. He accepts the sacrifice !— 
How great the condescension ! 

1 believe nothing short of what the Lord has 
done for me, would have proved sufficient for the 
very difficult task he has assigned me. I have 
such a multiplicity of things and persons to deal 
with, and attend to, and daily new trials arise; 
so that often, all the strength of my body, with 
the whole powers of my mind, are called into 
exercise, and every grain of my grace is tried i 
have to fight every inch of ground, not only with- 
out, but sometimes within, when the powers of 
darkness are permitted, for wise ends, to molest 
me. Then I feel driven up to a. corner : all 
human help fads, and 1 prove, in a peculiar man- 
ner, that I stand by faith : and even in that way, 
only by the mighty exertion of Divine power in 
my behalf. For the time, faith seems stripped 
of all itsfruits, and but for th.e direct act, whereby, 
in spite of men and devils, 1 keep my hold of 
Christ,- 1 should utterly fail. But in general, 
these Very trying seasons of inward distress are 
-short : my God soon rebukes the adversary, and 

H 4 
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brings me again into the wealthy place, and F 
dwell within the veil. How shall 1 sufficiently 
praise him for all his goodness ! But how little 
do I know of it, and of that depth of love there 
is in all his dispensations towards me. The very 
narrow limits of my capacity keeps me blind to 
much of it now : but, when in eternity, if I should 
be permitted to look into the records of time* I 
shall know it better. What wisdom, what beauty, 
what goodness, shall I then discover, in all his 
dealings with me. I am lost in the thought, but 
must not pursue it, having no more time to write, 
and perhaps you as little to read. 

I hope Mrs. M. is now well, and that both you 
irndher are advancing sweetly in the heavenlyroad, 
and carrying many with you, who shall be for a 
crown of joy and rejoicing in the day of the Lord. 
1 see one of the ancient pillars of the building has 
given way, though it has, of late years, sustained 
no great weight. I hope the fabric will not feel 
any remarkable shock by its fall. Could you not 
be persuaded to spend a season in the land of 
your nativity, for the good of its inhabitants? 
Wishing Mrs. M. and you, the fullest possession 
of every new 'covenant blessing, 

I remain, Rev. Sir, 

Your obliged, humble servant in Christ, 

D. Maxwell, 
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LETTER LX. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

June 27, 1788. 

I should, perhaps, for my own sake. Rev. Sir, 
have sooner answered your last profitable letter, 
but I have now so many necessary and valuable 
claims upon my time, that I cannot do the things 
I would : however, I embrace a few leisure 
moments to ask after you and Mrs. M.j and to 
say, 1 still prove that “ God is love” In saying 
tbis,-I say all. How much does this indude ? — 
More, than words can express. . 

Upon a retrospect of the last twelve , months, 
I fiftd infinite cause for praise and thanksgiving. 
I then received the clear witness for sanctifies* 
tion ; and since then, O what wonders of mercy 
has the Lord shown to me! Too many to re- 
capitulate, however pleasing the recital would be; 
But t trust, a. lively sense .of them will never be 
erased from my grateful heart. . 

Since I last wrote you, I have had some re- 
markable. discoveries of the love, power,- and 
goodness of him, who delighteth in the pros- 
perity of his children. The invisible world bath 
been brought very nigh, with its blessed inha-. 
LitauU. There seemed but a step between me 
and eternal glory. My God and Saviour felt 
just at hand. O what hath Jesus purchased for 
his people 1 Even in this vale of tears,- how 
great their enjoyment ! What shall the full firm? 
H 5 
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tion of God be, when death ,is swallowed up of 
life ? 

“ Say ye who best can tell, ye sons of ligtt, _ - 
Angels, for ye enjoy it,” 

and continually behold his face without a veil. 
This was a memorable season, 1 pray that it 
may produce gracious and permanent effects. 

Since then I have had various trials, and num* 
berless proofs of the power and love of God, in 
supporting me under, and carrying me through 
them : more especially lately in a very cuptiat 
one; much more than sufficient to have entirely 
overset me : and yet, by the good hand of my 
God upon me, I have been so earned above It, 
as not to feel one murmuring, or even despond- 
ing thought. Surely “ all things are possible, to 
him that believeth.” Assist me to praise him who 
deals so bountifully with tue. And bear with 
me while I give you another instance of the 
astonishing goodness of the God whom we love. 

On Wednesday last, I felt for some hoars keen 
anguish of spirit, from a fear of having grieved 
the Holy Spirit. As a Christian, perhaps, you 
know the nature of this distress belter than 1 eaa 
describe it ) if so, you well know that it is severe. 
Thus fearing, and thus feeling, how was my soul 
filled with astonishment and love, when, joining 
in prayer with a Christian friend or two, God the 
Father came down in solemn majesty, banished 
all my fears, and scattered all, my grief. He 
shone clear te the eye of faith; and has abode 
thus with me, even me, ever since. Abont three 
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ttmotes after this gracious visitation, the Lord 
Jesus drew nigh, as a distinct person, clearly 
, manifesting himself as the second' Person of the; 
Holy Trinity. Prayers were then turned into 
praises ! How grateful, how holy, how humble, 
ought I to be ! I deeply feel my short-comings ; 
but duty calls, and I must leave this delightful 
theme. 

May you sink deeper than I have ever yet dorie 
into the ocean of redeeming love. It will yet be 
six weeks before I can get to England. With 
Christian remembrance to your valuable partner, 
I remain, Rev. Sir, 

Your obliged, humble servant, 

D. Maxwell.. 


LETTER LXI. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

Bristol, Sept. 8, 1783. 

Rev. Sir, 

• Not having it in my power to see you in my 
way hither, I have it at heart to meet you and ! 
Mrs. M. in my return to Scotland. I see you 
.are appointed for Wakefield i I will therefore , 
endeavour,, if the Lord will, to call on you there 
about four weeks hence. I cannot fix ou any time 
absolutely, my hands are so full here ; but I give 
you this liint,.that you may, if you can, be at, or. 
near Wakefield about that time. 
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A gracious God brought me here the 28th of 
last month. Being obliged to stop at Carlisle, 
and Workington, I was about seventeen days 
between Edinburgh and this place. In the course 
of which I had, through mercy, many rich dis- 
plays 1 of the wisdom, power, and goodness of 
a God of love ; much delightful fellowship with 
the Sacred Three; and irresistible evidence of 
the work of sanctification. But I . had also, at 
times, to grapple with the powers of darkness. 
I do not know that I ever formerly found the 
fiery darts of Satan so keenly pointed. They 
seemed to pierce, even to the dividing asunder, 
the joints and marrow ; but being strengthened 
to endure temptation, I quickly received the 
crown of present victory, and went on my way 
rejoicing. 

I believe you can enter fully into the trying 
peculiarity of my situation in this place, without 
any explanation on my part. Indeed, I almost 
feared to enter into the cloud ; but He who knows 
the human heart, knew I only wished to do his 
willy exclusive of every other consideration ; and 
he has therefore mercifully disappointed my ap- 
prehensions. I have been privileged with much 
intercourse with Mr.Wesley in public and private, 
and with some precious souls in his connexion ; 
and also with the most kind reception, and every 
possible assistance, from those with whom I was 
galled to have much intercourse respecting the 
\>uai$£ss 1 came to transact. They expressed a 
high respect for Mr. W. and behaved with Chris- 
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tSan cordiality, when they found him with me ; 
which is matter of thankfulness* 

1 know you will be pleased to hear that the 
Lord is unspeakably gracious to my soul. Words 
cad convey but a faint idea of what 1 enjoyed 
yesterday, both in public and private. Qod the 
Father came down in all the splendour of Deity; 
in solemn grandeur. The Majesty pf Heaven 
condescended to fill the place in which I sat (a 
private room with a choice friend) with his pre- 
sence, and my heart with his love, and has thus' 
abode with me ever since. 1 felt constrained to 
speak to the Lady that was with me, and she also 
seemed full of Qod. About an hour after, when 
the name of Jesus was mentioned, he also con- 
descended to visit me in a remarkable manner ; 
shone gloriously forth as the second Person of 
the blessed Trinity. He did indeed appear as 
altogether lovely, and conquered all my shyness 
and taciturnity. How good is the Lord l If I 
add to all this, his great kindness in carrying me 
' through many difficult matters — much perplexed 
business, which he only could teach me how to 
manage— how infinitely am I indebted ! Do help 
me to praise him ! 

I. will not now make any apology for such a 
large discourse on the chapter of self, having 
formerly explained myself on that head, I think 
you will not mistake me. With kind remem- 
brance to Mrs. M. I remain. Rev. Sir, 

. Your obliged servant in the Lord, 

D. Maxwell. 
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LETTER LXII. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

October, 176&- 

I remember with satisfaction, Rev. Sir, the 
short interview I bad with yon and Mrs. M. at 
Wakefield. It was refreshing and animating. 
There is a peculiarity in my outward situation, 
and also in part of my experience, into which not 
many seem fitted to enter. On this account, I 
do not receive much benefit from the generality 
even of the Methodists. Indeed I do not find 
liberty to attempt an explanation to many of 
them. You are one, of the very few, who seem- 
to understand me throughly as to place, expe- 
rience, views, &c. Therefore the Lord, through: 
this medium, often conveys to me comfort,, 
strength, instruction, &c. for which I feel thank~ 
fill. Could I repay you. in kind, I would quickly 
extinguish the debt. 

By the good hand of my God upon me, I arrived 1 
safely' at home, though not till the eighth,. just in 
time to partake of the gospel feast ; which proved 
indeed a feast of love, a season of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord. With much sacred' 
delight, and strong grateful sensations,. I devoted 
afresh my spared life to his honour and glory, . 
who first gave it me, and who has ever since 
kindly preserved it. 

Words Ail to inform you, how much of his 
goodness my God has made, to pass before me, 
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since I left Bristol. I still feel an amaring poverty 
in human language, when I would speak of the 
deep things of God. This, I suppose, will always 
be the case. However, suffice it to say, on the 
road, the Sacred Three compassed me) about : 
I felt surrounded with the Divine pretence : my 
communion with Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
was truly delightful. No esrtaticjoy, bat a Divine 
serenity ; a heaven of silent love ; a sinking into 
God. This last expression I am peculiarly partial 
to, because, to my owe apprehension at least, it 
conveys sneh a literal idea of the enjoyment I 
experience on these peculiarly happy seasons. 
Thus 1 wonderfully aided, I passed , equally op, 
through things painful aud pleasant. By Divine - 
permission, with respect to outward things, the 
former prevailed at different places. I had some 
remarkably aniaiatiug and refreshing intercourse 
with Christians ; more especially atl<eed*,Rippon, 
Darlington, and Alnwick. My mouth was won* 
derfully opened to declare what God had done 
for my soul ; and on every such occasion, 1 re- 
ceived a testimony from on high, yea the most 
unequivocal evidence, that the efforts I -made 
were peculiarly acceptable to him, for whose sake 
they were made. . 

Since I came home, though a very large pro- 
portion of my time has been necessarily filled up 
with business, I have been highly favoured with 
the presence of the ever-blessed Trinity ; with 
sweet foretastes of future glory ; and Mount 
Pisgah views of the heavenly Canaan : so that l 
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hesitate not to say, the Lord, ir deepening, his 
work in. my soul; 

I do feel I stand in God, and cannot be con* 
fined to one party. My soul feels too much 
enlarged to admit of any exclusive charter. I 
consider real Christians, of every denomination, 
as a part of the great family of God ; as such, I 
would do them all the good I can, and take all 
the profit from them they can give me. Perhaps, 
this extensive, unfettered view, is necessary, for 
the situation in which I am placed. But do not 
mistake me. I am at no loss where to rest the 
preference: there I am perfectly decided. My 
experience as well as judgement secures this.. It 
is not necessary to say, I hope, I am quite safe 
in writing thus freely to you. 

Were 1 not almost ashamed of having said so 
much on the chapter of self, I should add, I 
have, of late, experienced uncommon emptying . 
seasons. These began some time before I left 
Bristol, and afterwards increased. I felt quite 
broken down before the Lord. Ashamed. and 
confounded beyond expression, at the poor, 
wretched manner, in which I had conducted the. 
work at Bristol. I did, indeed, sink into the dust 
before the face of Jehovah, and lay very low at 
his feet, imploring pardon, (without one grain of. 
condemnation, in the common acceptation of the 
word,) because I had come so sadly short in 
What, at his command, I had attempted. Soon 
after, I received an increase. O, how good is 
our God !• 
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I shall be- pleased to hear that Mrs. M. con- 
tinues better, and that the work of God prospers 
in your hands, and soul. The prayers of both 
will be esteemed a privilege by. Rev. Sir, yanir ' 
obliged, humble servant in Christ, 

D. Maxwell. 


LETTER LXIII. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

November 2, 1788. 

“ Gold is tried in the fire, and acceptable men 
in. the furnace of adversity,” for such wise ends/ 
and salutary purposes, as fully justify the Divine 
procedure, and richly repay the sufferer. 1 hope* 
Mr. M.’s happy experience bears testimony to- 
this truth. 1 shall be glad to hear that he i» 
restored to former health and usefulness, and 
that his path of duty is so clearly marked, as to 
supersede the necessity of listening to any one 
for direction. I believe the soul that walks 
closely with God, will in most, if not in every 
case, have the line drawn for him by unerring 
Wisdom. Attending continually, to an indwell- 
ing God, we hear the small, still voice, saying,—* 
“ This is the way, walk ye in it.” 

I now begin to believe, that the Lord’s very 
gracibus dealings with me are intended for higher 
purposes than merely the comfort of my -owni 
soul } and, therefore, do more frequently, and 
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explicitly than ever, endeavour to tell those that 
fear God, what he has done for me ; if, perad- . 
venture, the simple recital may be in the smallest 
degree profitable to them ; though -herein, satan 
withstands me greatly. Yet upon every proper 
occasion, I endeavour, in weakness, to oiler it up 
as a sacrifice to my God (with a single eye tp bis . 
glory,) upon that altar which alone can sanctify 
the gift. I feel more than ever called to wrestle 
in mighty prayer- for the prosperity of Zion j more 
especially for some particular souls : and this- 
morning, Ithink 1 obtained faith for one, to- 
gether with the strongest hopes for many, who 
ell so pressed upon me, so crowded before mc } 
while in secret before the Lord, that a necessity 
was laid upon me by the Hearer of prayer him- 
self, to be importunate for them : bat for all, on? 
blessing onty was in view,— entire sanctification j 
or what we sometimes call Christian perfection. 

This important doc&ine of our holy religion, 
more especially as it relates to experience, pow 
almost wholly occupies my mind j at least, all 
the time I can spare from business, &c. &c. and 
I really think the Lord has prepared a people 
here for entering the good land. O that he would 
bring them in ! Assist them by your prayers,. 
The injurious bar of unbelief prevents their 
taking immediate possession, not seeing clearly 
it is by simple faith hlone. 

How shall I sufficiently praise the Lord that 
I am still a happy inhabitant of that delightful 
fabd ? Still struggling to scale the mount of 
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holiest lore, I hare gained some steps, but feel 
restless to reach the summit. My God is to me 
as a place of broad rirers, wide and deep. I 
rest in him ; I dwell in him. Sinking into him, 
I lose myself; and prove a life of fellowship 
with Deity so dirindy sweet, 1 would not re- 
linquish it for a thousand worlds. It is, indeed, 
a narrow path ; but lore lerels erery mountain — 
makes all easy. 

“ o I^we Divine, haw mat thou art !" 

When I look back, 1 rejoice to see what I am 
sared from : when I hook forward, it is all a pore 
expanse of unbounded lore. Surely the heaven 
of heavens is lore. 

May you, more than ever, find tins Divine 
principle overflowing your soul; sweetening every 
bitter cup ; making every burthen light. Bat l 
am called away, and must eondude fay saying, 
1- would hope year remaining years will be pecu- 
liarly devoted to the interests of Ckrittkm per- 
fection } promoting it by every possible means ; 
and may the Lord suoceed your erery attempt, 
prays. Rev. Sir, your obliged, humble servant in 
Jesus, D. Mtswiu. 
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Lady Maxwell’s multifarious engagements — Diary 
continued — She again visits Bristol^-meets with 
many perplexities respecting Hope Chopel. 

Lady Maxwell’s engagements during thw year 
were so numerous and important, that she had 
but little leisure left for friendly' correspondence. 
The care of many of the churches now devolved 
upon her; and the constant attention which 
these demanded, nearly absorbed the whole of 
her time. To one of her friends, she thus apolo- 
gizes for long silence. “ I have often wished, 
and intended to wsite you, but have bpen pre- 
vented. Though the pen is necessarily, and 
almost constantly in my hand,, even to the injury 
of my health, I can seldom enjoy the privilege of 
writing to a Christian friend. My peculiar situa- 
tion deprives me of many privileges. How, then, 
•can I sufficiently adore the goodness, and admire 
the power, that, while thus situated, keeps my 
soul alive to Divine things.” But though she 
was thus obliged to remit all avoidable corre- 
spondence, she continued her diary, nearly with. 
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as much frequency and fulness as ever. To this, 
therefore, we shall, for this year, again have re- 
course. And surely; it must be encouraging to 
every faithful and laborious servant of Jesus, to 
observe in the experience of this eminent saint, 
such a remarkable accomplishment of that pre- 
cious promise : “ My grace is sufficient for thee, 
for my strength is made perfect in weakness." 

January 25. Still I have cause to sing of 
mercy. My God is still gracious in secret and 
public, opens my mouth in his cause, and causes 
my pen to move swiftly upon the delightful 
theme. He enables me to devise liberal things 
for my fellow-creatures, and draws out my soul 
to the stranger, the ignorant, and the poor; and 
enables me to go on my way rejoicing. Hie 
trials which he permits, he supports me under, 
and delivers me from ; frequently disappointing 
my fears. But I feel ashamed 1 do not make 
greater progress ; that my love is so cold ; that 
I come so continually short. Yet my God bears 
with me, in the most tender manner. O the. 
height and depth of redeeming love 1 Still the 
Bible is a source of uncommon comfort and 
profit to me ; and still 1 have sweet times of re- 
freshing in. secret prayer. 

February 7> Innumerable opportunities are 
now given me, for promoting the temporal 
and spiritual good of my fellow-creatures. I am 
not permitted to reason, and thereby weaken 
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my own bunds* by considering bow inadequate 
the instrument, to the arduous task of producing 
permanent good. Duty is mine, events are the 
lard's. Still, I walk in the light of a luminous 
faith for sanctification : though in a taUeh lower 
degree than many highly favoured ones ; but I 
am sweetly invited daily to come up higher. 

' 28. Had a sweet, though short, visit 
from on high this day ; a precious touch of the 
love of Jesus. Hearing from the pulpit yester- 
day of the too common eril of the Christian 
felling' from his first love, 1 was lCd 'to examine 
my own experience on this point $ and after a 
review of the years- which have elapsed' since I 
first knew the pardoning love of God, I find, 
if my heart does not deceive me, reason to Con- • 
elude, I have sot lost my first love : yet have 
much cause to lament, that I have not made 
greater progress, in the Christian faith } and also,' 
to admire the long-suffering patience of a gra- 
cious God, and his tender dealings with me. O 
for a heart and life td praise him as I Whtdfi and 
ought. 

April 11. I feel ashamed, that though time 
passes quickly away, 1 do little to the purpose 
ib the course of it. I feel at times deeply hum- 
bled on this account; even when the Lord is 
gracious. O my God, strengthen my ‘hands 
herein ; make me as active, and as zealous, and 
asnaeful^ as humanity and my particular situation 
will admit. I would fain crowd as much work 
an possible into my little span of life. Lord, let 
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not the -ghost of murdered or wasted time haunt 
me ob a .death bed. 

15. Much with others ; might have been 

more spiritual in nay conversation. Had many 
temporal things to mention ; but, though the eiid 
was good, 1 erred in the time spent in them. In 
general,, 1 find it best to carry all my matters to 
a throne of grace, and to obtain direction from 
the Source of Wisdom : yet, 1 mast confess, the 
Lord often teaches me through the medium of 
the creature, I cannot, therefore, condemn the 
measure, but only wish to have the line drawu 
for me, by him with whom is the ' residue of the 
Spirit. I frit humbled for my mistakes and 
shortcomings; yet the Lord was good, and 
shewed me the more excellent way, O that 
henceforward I may walk in it, and always find 
rest to my soul. 

May 20. O what caiise to praise redeeming 
mercy. My cdmmunion with God the Father, 
and Son* has been in a very peculiar manner, in • 
expressivity delightful. 1 have been strengthened - 
by it, both in body and mind ; and carried through 
much trying and perplexed business with ease. 
Wheh foe enemy would have poured in, bis 
temptation found no place in me : in the same 
moment, I found myself lifted up, God himself . 
was at my right hand, and poured his love into ; 
my soul. How unworthy of all this love; 1 would 
lie low before my God. I feel biB will very pre- 
cious, and bis word a source of much profit, 
strength, and comfort to my mind. 

June 7 * Since last date I have been struggling ‘ 
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through various trials. The :daily-eic€rtkm of 
Divine power keeps me standing Ait any tfetfOJies 
are .obtained through ttabaerength, and leave *me 
conscious of .my own .-weakness; aaiudder’grest 
obligation* to redeeming love n with; raaetridWiVe 
to ascribe all the glory where alone it i®'48e. 
Thai morning, in my way ta the bauseofdUtfcl, I 
had. some delightful views of y *oandi sweat medi- 
tation* upon, the great privilege <of baring) God-ns 
my Father ; and went with anuntentimioflee- 
.newing my -eagagementst to be,’ the bofidhcat bis 
own table. When there, was nne^rictexHy tlton 
ill y and mesh- tempted* T ashed for leave tasfey 
till I. had communicated} which' was i graated. 
At the table* the Lord was unspeatahlyigraeiaas. 
I saw his fulness ; i felt it : I sunk sweedy.into 
him. Father and Son felt very seasUdyr nighnit 
was a precious season. 

— — 28. Toiled all day, bafccaugbtnKttlei till 
t£e evening. I then got a view of the fulness- of 
God } and. felt sinking into it... I long for deeper 
impressions of Divine, things* 1 wouldtltemore 
solemn; every moment pierced with aaeftue of 
the Divine presence.. 1 won}d, be .fityed-sitb 
the full amtrwee hope unto iim mH<t* .lido 

' * “ 1 believe a few, but very few Christians, have ah as- 
' aarance fr&m God of everlasting' salvation ; and that ft 1 We 
tjringwhich die apostle terms, tkt pttHpkbty, kt'/ufa'id- 
tiptotut kqpe. •'«. i *.' t 

. I Relieve wore have such an mmm me s/f bring, nptu ip 
the favour ef God, as ex^udes all 4°ubt atyl, fear. v An4 
this, ff i do not mistake, the apostle means bv the pjero- 
fr*y r *r'f*UiM*ranc' qf faith?*' 1 ' " 111 ‘ ’ 

Weilep't Work*, Vol. xiiil p.ttdf. 
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.most things too qtlickly; speaking) thinking, 
.praying, reading. .The Lord, in tender com- 
passion, shews me the most excellent way in all 
things, but I learn slowly, and have reason to 
admire his patience. O for a heart to praise him 
more. 

July 3. This day, also, has proved a good 
time) though confined to bed. In the evening, 
my cap. ov;erhewed, and I was constrained to 
tell those, who desire to love the Lord, what 
he bad done, and was doing for my soul. How 
unwearied his kindness ! How numberless my 
obligations! I am confounded, when I think 
of nay unworthiness ; of my short-comings ; and 
how little lore I have to this graoious Ood, .after 
all he has done. But the more I meditate upon 
these humiliating circumstances, the more he 
increases bis kindness to me. Eternity alone can 
unfold the wondrous tale. It is more than mortal 
language can express, or human thought con- 
ceive. ‘But, O, eternity will in some measure 
eapa cW M fr ' for glorifying and enjoying this Source 
of bttfti 

10. Much .business of various kinds has 

fallen to be done these days past. 1 am a wonder 
to myself. Unable to do any thing of myself to 
purpose, yet called do to much. I trust all is of 
God, who guides my pen, my tongue, my heart. 
As one proof of this, he keeps my mind above 
all, and with himself ; entirely dependent upon 
himself. O, what oil to the wheels of the socd 
do I fipd divine love. Without Jhis, I should 

Vox.. II. I 
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•tedded -drive heavily on $ if I didnet»topLalio> 
■gather. I hare bad many opportunitiestJfor paat- 
imotirtg the spiritual interests of Otheraidateljr.; 
sudmysaul has panted with generous* desires' 3tb 
ombwwe them all, and many - mete, -JtecrfreK- 
gion enlarges the heart in good-TnH.tQiadi i.hose 
is tto monopoly, no exclusive charter* Wished 
for m 'thfttlusmess. Hare felt ^d&jt rarther sus- 
picious that I am aot,«fc preheat, inmyptece, 
respecting the management of pwfttjfraheaffidrs 
committed to tne,- which 4ies at>ai great distance. 
Sorely thelmtbwiU detect asoaJrhdlhafrjntdte 
ao<desiro«s4o do hisuvift uB ril-thtegsr’e - 
-84. My Ood itejoicBth-ovecWef "to do me 
food from day to day. In secretftt$Mj tbfe 
morning, Jesus drew dbhghtfu]ty .n%h>' Ijfeois 
any soul's bright morning atari -ito eawties me 
through every difficulty. L®okii% to Wsn,-anoua- 
taSns melt down to molenhillsy androogh .fdscds 
are made smooth. ' V * • 

“Ola mb- of Ctod, was ewer pain,' v ; t! 

. Was ever lawelikethiiJe.r . ; - ., *! 

The cioud’now seems decidedly to-peuttetdbthe 
®duth; and: mynrind feels more reconciled; to 
'the various •trials of a long journeyi . Tb&wftkpf 
.'toyfiod is ’ precious, whatever aspect it^wdare. 
I sm hit, add wotddge, ot stay, or suBfer what 
ihfei appoints.” - ■ « • ; 1 -- 

•- iteing fully satisfied- that the finger of .Pnatf- 
sdepee again pointed' to Srfetol, Lady Mauwell 
tie#ti|difiburghoa dm 17th of August. $fcmtew- 
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VeBadby short stages, and at every place ■where 
she; naked, endeavoured, as usual, to promote 
the oeatnouof religion. 8beanrived at Noble 
House tbetim night, "wwuout by-excessive 
fetagne'bfefoseleaving home ; butbere a sphere of 
usefalnbss soon pmented'iteelf," -and this ani- 
mated tafidr^ckenetf ber ** languid' powers.” 
'The oeiit^day she reached Moffat : * Many op- 
poptmrittes o8fe»ed on the road/ and trere thank* 
fidfy embraced-;’** but in thisHown, the '"■prospect 
Of good mi dark and discouraging.* 'Passing 
throngb 'Petuith and 8 hap, she reached Burton 
on Saturday night ‘the 21st. : ?fie ■next-day she 
wrote : “Was confined to bed all the mornings 
hat bBdwprecioos tube. My month was opened 
to speak of, nod for the Lord ; and 1-Wasfavoured 
with many opportunities to act -for firm.” She 
teasmotweordsd the 'couraeof her journeying the 
fclknri<q* , areek ; but on Friday the '28th,we find 
her at Wohrerbampton, where She made (fie fol- 
lowing entry in her Diary : — - <Ci Since my last 
dateat Barton, 1 have gone -over much ground, 
■uud .‘atr every place endeavoured to bear my tes- 
tiraohy,- in-a small degree, for Jesus. Except at 
particular times, -my joy has not'been so great. 
1 fiare’ : bean kept in peace ; my evidences 
wncderfuUy clear for sanctification; so as to 
surprise' myself, and to stimulate me to do tdl l 
could ‘for that God wito' does' so much for me. 
When 1 -thus employed,- I- am in -my element, 
though afttah Strongly opposes. Thia d*y,ta 
piercing conscioftshess of my shmrt^conrings and 
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great unworthiness, has humbled and broken hie 
down before. God. I 'perceive such a -want, of 
wisdom, judgement, and indeed every thing .which 
might lead to self-applanse, or to e trusting in any 
thing short of God himself, for direction in every 
thought, word, and action ; as to make me stand 
astonished that be should bear with me. O what 
a bottomless abyss is redeeming love, Fpr hours, 
while under this humbling exercise of mind, God 
the Father and Son drew sweetly, nigh, and 
melted down my heart into a very tender frame, 
and drew out. my soul in. strong desires for more 
love, more heavenly wisdom, and great increase 
of Divine life.” , . -> 

• On the second of September, her .Ladyship 
arrived at Bristol, under a lively sense of the 
Divine goodness. The next day she wrote ; 
“ Through much mercy, name here last night, 
brought through many fears, dangers,, and trials. 
Words fail to say how gracious the. Lord has been 
to mg. ■ How he strengthens my trust in him, 
my expectations from him, and my confidence 
in what be has wrought in me, with respect to 
sanctification. He comforts me much in refer- 
ence to his work,, in this place j so that 1 do 
expect, be will appear in my behalf., mid .carry 
me through every difficulty.” . 

, Lady M— continued in Bristol until thd-ljjOtb 
of October. She had much perplexing ha r * 
massing business, which kept her constantly em- 
ployed ; .but was also favoured . ugitH nss^hQtyjne 
•^pport Many tilings, tending to obstruct. $»e 
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Work in 'which she was engaged, were happily 
*femoVed, and an increase of pecuniary aid was 
afforded. 1 ' The following extract, written on her 
arrival at home, 'affords further light on the 
Objectd of this- journey. “Left Bristol HotWells 
On the lSOth of October. I have much cause to 
blefes the Lord for his goodness to me while there, 
tmd for bis remarkable interpositions in behalf of 
Iris'wttfk at ‘the Wells : particularly in incurring 
the heart' of the heir-at-law to do all I asked, and 
in the Way I proposed. Without -this, 1 could 
•not have gone on. The Lord was with me of a 
-truth ; melted down mountains of difficulty, and 
brought wonderful things to 'p a6S > This was 
agreeable to the hopes- he had given me before I 
left home. He is a faithful God-: with troth ( 
•may set my seal to this. After travelling upwards 
of four hundred riffles, with my own horses, 
through much bad road, .and sometimes under 
heavy rains and high winds, he brought -me in 
health and peace to my Own habitation on the 
7th' of November. On the road home, be gave 
me many oppbrtunities for- promoting the spi- 
ritual and temporal interests of - my felkrW-erea- 
tUres, and many comfortable and profitable in- 
terviews with Christians. 'May an effectual bless- 
ing attend both.” 

- The following' extracts Will conduct to- the 
dtoSd df this year. ; “ •••'. 

:■*■*•* DeCteriiber If. • My comfort 'was sensiblym- 
crettied this morning, and the testimony of the 
Holy ‘Spirit Cleat, more especially after. mkhday, 
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myMkmMp.yfkb. the .-Steered Three was meet 
delightful, 1 was fiawenred with another clew 
view of the Holy Traptyf- and from the abun- 
dance of my heart, my mouth spoke to those 
about me of the witness of Divine love,, and the 
support it afforded in the day. of trouble.. But, 
O Lord, do thou enlarge my spiritual horded 
and enable rae. to glorify thee* Bill me, with holy 
humble love. Let love* command, my heart*. and 
fully govern my life* let love betheapria g and rule 
of aetionift my soul ; thenshahrl, rooretha&even, 
put onboweisofeompaseion aodtendarnessito all. 

—*-25. Devoted mysdf, aa.uaua^ upyn this 
day, to Him, whose L am* .and. .whom I .wish, .to 
serve, I went with, sweet desirecand expectation 
to hkhonaorta thaokhim.fQrhisiunspeakehlejgjB^ 
bntmy vaat.deaires vime ntofudy-steiahetb Beb- 
turned agaio in theevenjng* hut aiiUd. looked far 
more than. I received. . Vet Lam.acMibtey. from 
unequivocal evidence, that the Msark.«f grpce;is 
advancing in my souh QmyGod*.lct every, mecre 
be on the .stretch for fcbeet. May Jesua.be all: the 
•world, to me, and all. my awdk be: love.. , How 
greet the mystery. of,gndiinH»8.;-. “ Christmaaifeat 
■in the flesh.” The everlasting Father,, the Pmiee 
of Peace, becoming h child clothed with’ huraw- 
nity! The short line of human reason, cannot 
sound this, bottomless, abyss of mercy;. it. is. too 
deep "for Us. Nor does God mean that we should 
ioee oiur plan»m«fc>m'the depths of-l&Sty $-but 
Hhatw® sbovddbeliere, fore, and obey, tfcMtigfc 
hto‘Al«tof^p«wutv . • ‘ 
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€i>W&pqn4fince resumed with. Mr.. Mother, Mrt. 

, Johnson , and Mim Ritchie^— Lady M — visits Car. 
tisle ^ Wigton , and Workington. 

' V . 1 — <♦— ; 

Wb shall now again recur to Lady Maxwell’s 
correspondence. Though her Diary enters into 
greater 1 detail relative to her religious experience, 
and' is much more circumstantial, yet the' fol- 
lowing letters substantially embrace what sh£has 
there recorded j while at the same time, they 
glance at other interesting particulars which are 
not elsewhere noticed. There is, besides, a fas- 
cinating charm in an epistolary communication 
of sentiment and feeling, which it is believed 
will be more interesting to the generality of 
readers. 

. LETTER LX1U. 

J . i.t . * . 

T\ TQ THE REV, ALEX. MATHER- . 

• , '«• ■>:. t, : J<m*ri/ }dy.),78(k. 

}u ftp, tMather’s letter presftdAsn an agree *We 
picture* of a iftjnd tenderly seesiWe to a resent 
loss ; yet, through grace, rising /tuperiftf to thefts 
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natural feelings, and thereby prestet'Ved'froin ex- 
cessive sorrow : this alone can lead -lis ■ totfeat 
happy medium which God allows j wd are Unable 
of ourselves to draw .the lihe. Nature ; IS prOne 
to excess j and the bounderies between right ant) 
wrong, like those of light and shade, are Separated 
by very narrow, ahdalmost imperceptible limit#.' 
Thfefe is ' certainly nothing which proves such 
&n effectual preservative, against whatever would 
either more immediately, or remotely, r tfend? to 
hurt the soul ; as having God the et^et of ettr 
Supreme affection, reigning without a rrvalsa^the 
heart. The magnetic virtue of this powerful 
attractive, draws all the affectionate powers .of 
the soqI to one point; and permanently' frees 
them upon their Divine centre. Similar to.'ctbe 
effects of a convex lens, which, when drawn to 
im proper focus, collects the scattered rays of 
the sun, which, while cUfihsed, produces little 
Mats ; but when thus concentrated, 'kindles a-tira 
that oonsvltnes whatever comes in its, way. ; Who 
Would dot wish to feel the purifying i faces »£• tins 
sacred flattie, burning up all their 1 dross. .... : .. ; 
2 . Though 5 riot yet an- entire convert to the: doc- 
trine of your last, upon the chapter of self, I- sc* 
fatf allow of what you have said, that L may with 
impunity, let you knoWtf few pattnculaiw. IihaVO 
had lately ah uncommonly serorc coniiict;a’kfe 
lhe : bORihffidrf powers of darkness ; whoyftw arise 
eridsyfiavebeeir permitted W try liieiCoithB. ntter^ 
ASb4&> E f6Uftd'UlV I #jO Whifcl/grac'eal’ had! bit hens* 
rifeceiVed Woulihave bce&^yfstr touring* 
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me off victorious, without a remarkable interpo- 
sition of Him, who is stronger than man, devils, 
ami sin. While wrestling, not against flesh and 
bloody but aguinst principalities, and powers, and 
spiritual wickednesses in high places, l endear 
vowed -to assert my privileges.) and, by simple 
faith* to.bpld fast what had been freely bestowed, 
sensibly , received, and long and comfortably en- 
joyed* A. temporary cessation of arms seemed 
to take, place ; but the instant this exercise was 
intermitted,, my foes renewed their attack with 
redoubled fury, and roared ^pon me as so many 
balls of Badban. This, more than ever, convinced 
me of the sterling value of faith) as being the 
only successful weapon with which to fight the 
fettles afs;the Lord* But lest I be tedious, by 
attempting: to detail the various circmnstancesof 
this- serious engagement j sufiice it to say, after 
many hours of distress, in the course of which, 

1 was nobsuffered toiyield an hair’s breadth to 
my enenues, : 1 obtained a final victory. A hea- 
venly calm succeeded, and 1 had peace in all my 
borders. . For this I was very thankful, and. at 
the time did not look for more ; but he, who is 
rich in mercy, had prepared greater things : 
Jehovah himself came down, in solemn majesty. 
My inmost soul felt pierced with a deep, sense of 
his presence ; wMe he permitted nae to enjoy 
deep eommnmon with himself. . Here was, indeed ' 
afsheavenof tove, and all that sacred awe that 
danestnotaaovei”. A. few. minutes enjoyment of 
aurfi aoj«gruepbk> interview, would, have ;Jw#a , a 
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faas‘fewiitirttiedie till now; which la five daj’S.-Stifi 
the'MbsftTfi^h tlrtis abides "With mbi Be aittt+ 
jnished, 0 heavens f The day after this extra* 
ordinary visit, j being the Lord’s-day, I had an 
opportunity of partaking of the 1 solemn ordinance 
of- the supper. Here ‘my allowance was much 
larger. While at the sacred table, I felt not coaly 
joined in spirit to the general' assembly of the 
first-born ; but; by* faith; asontof thethi ISfeaten 
appeared open, to give a view oftheblesaed' in- 
habitants r abd, fbr some minutes, the bifcsic of 
the glorious place seemed to sound- in my fears: 
^mtnedhrtely^nftferj Father, SOh/and'Hefy ©host 
sensibly encamped about me»‘ I felt surrowndfed 
•with'Bfeity; ib aH its plfenitudfe of love and -fkftwr 
'■* — lost in ‘wonder', love; and praise f*— swaltewed 
•uj£ fri the’ inexpressible enjoyment of the -beatific 
*vtsidd; Htov good'is God V Assist metd ptaise 
-liitn, erid ! t6 gaiit'everjM possible advsntagebythfe 
rebeh fin stdr/ee? 'of Iff* lover tbeucoourtt'of'whieb, 
fdf J Wnt f bf ‘time, 0 and- from many i nterrupt tens, 
W ; ver^ j 19uf thfe rfeantfetePleve most 

"cdvet‘ 1 ei%ry i iiraccufacy. i - 1 * '*• ■ *•• » 

* ^Ma^ j^^T^udwei^^dt folly supplied .by 
'©OtJ; ;i Enjbjnng Mm 1 , Wfcat’firiif e gbOd'CanJttafce 
‘trti ’addiridtr. Asa profesribbal ^eMlentan, 1 heir 
'-ybnri sbnhifeebi^ltft appr^fcatioh and<sbeeese -ut~ 
, ^y ? Hb i §fil8eifi > a-hblfierselfeitee t -^b§i^«i«Bi.tiHtt 
'f3’ji4ddrvb l tt^e -truth; r *n&t / me^3y tfcpfesfeystemef 
doctrines;- but as a vital, energetie-prinelpld^tliit 
’'ShalP m fiiafrfy MMgtote -arttylM 
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l»pd»Ce< a beautiful uniformity .of conduct}, jan^ 
respectability of character. So that at last, hd 
may reflsive the Divine plaudit, “ WeU done . 55 


>> I 

Y\ «q fi* ' ; 



D. Maxwell, , 


LETTER LXIV. 


. TO> MRS. JOHNSON. 

Afojt 20, 17S0. 

I take the opportunity of a frank, to inquire 
after the- welfare of mysister in. Jesus ; and how 
the work of the Lord prospers in her hands? 
Also to inform her, that be is getting himself 
glory here, in the hearts of both saints and 
sinners 5 and,- this even through the feeble instru- 
mentality of the unworthy individual that now 
'communicates the pleasing intelligence. 

For some time, I have met a few youngi women 
on the Lord’s-day, who appeared athirst for fvll 
salvation. From time to time, 1 simply told 
them what the Lord had done for my own soul j 
and what he was willing to do for them. I found 
-them daily laid upon my mind .in prayer;, and 
the last time I met them, while pleading that the 
Lord would 'raise them up, as witnesses of his 
power. to:«ave to, the uttermost, , one w*as set at 
foil fiberty.s and I expects at .next qppqrtwpjty, 
-to sfind thW others have beqn-eBabl£d ; i$. 
'botaBMapfo' Help ipp tip praise aglwie^s ( Cjad 
for* h» geodnfoft- iMyrhep# -js JWediiyi$b.gj$- 

f Wttemf&krit <tf my 
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affectionate adwe, with respect . to> two,©! >fl«p 
p reached, who are both, at hirst far per feet, lo,ve* 
Help them by your prayers- He ia wonderfully 
and delightfully present in the little ellws, which 
the preachers meet in my house, . apd opens 
my mouth to speak explicitly before them, of 
the work he has wrought in my. own squU 
This they receive with gladness/ and the. Lord 
bears testimony to the truth' i« their hearts, 
and gives me a present reward, ss a preftfj of .his 
approbation. O let us bless biro, who- is Working 
so wonderfully. 

I have a pleasing hope of this being tbe begin- 
ning of great things.' The "Work goes on sweetly 
and sensibly in my own, soul, 1 have felt such 
a delightful sinking into Jehovah, for many weeks, 
as language fails to express : a losing myself in 
the depths of Deity. As trials of various kinds 
increase* , so does the goodness of my God : 1 
feel his loving eye continually upon* me. .He has 
kindled such a flame of Divine love ja nay soul, 
a&I hopmurill never bg extinguished ; but burn 
brighter' and brighter,: till it mingle, with 4be 
Waze of etemal day. I think the haurappointed 
for our meeting at a throne of grace, has been 
blessed;* to. both. May God increase us, and fill 
with all his communicable fulness. 

. .1 /believe Air. Jw. will leave th© Wells. about 
. the ecdi df May, having, had a -call to succeed 
■Mr. T— B . Mrs- Pr*- also, thinks of moving. 
Misaft-r bas taken offence. Mr.B— , theosten- 
sftfla manager j : (ekes nq actire pact, ire an weak 
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| sjfifit& aiyd'hgnres. . * AH these thingfrsedM «gatiudl 

jBe^btttdthe work is the Lord's; Dohelpme. 

your- ‘prayers, 1 to see Wherefore he contends, 
ss4‘fefcartr he would- Shew me his will, audeoable 
jwHo follow- itv =-' •■•••■ 

' Utfless the Hght' shines so utear, as to make 
another Jourfiey decidedly plain, I cannot think 
.of 'going 1 there tfaiB summer. 

. Hoping4o bear good accounts from, you soon, 
and wishing you aswift progress in tbeheayenly 
road, 1 t atrty dew. Mi*. Johnson’s fefiow-pUg|ipa 
and well-wisher in Jesus, D, Maxwehl* • - 

, ,i. ■ : . * • ■ - , . 

••.■si/.. - .1: . ▼; ’ , . .1 * > 

LETTER LXV. 1 ' ■ " 

.'A. r j4- ; *»j - 1 . , *. • i . ../•»• i! 

t T *! "to THE REV. a. MAJHER. , . .][ 

i - il 1990* 

'• Rbv< Sir, . c t. 

- } have perused your valuable manuscript with 
much satisfaction and profit; White. l< read it, 

. the Lord shone upon my heart, and upon.your 
Words, and witnessed to fine tatrth of all you 
fiave adsancpd, . in. support of .. Christian per- 
fection. I btes my Go$, for ineHningiOed en- 
abling you so tbououghiy-to iuuestigato this iim- 
! iportant doctrine,: which baa. been so longmeg- 

I Jecled. .You. have .dugndeej^ cleared away much 

. subbisby aiuLfaised a’ . beautiful- dupesstrueture 
..-upon asQlkk. basis ; a»d iby.;s4tdaBig, rendered 
- pan. eseentptL fenriac toi Christ. 
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Theerpde,uijdigested ideas, fchatmany well* 
meaning people form of this important branch 
of the believer’s privilege, not only necessarily 
lead to mistakes in practice, but make it a* object 
of contempt and derision. This will not,; Itrupt^ 
be the case in future, as you have happily rescued 
it from the malice of enemies, and the mistakes' of 
friends ; and set it forth-in-ite-own ’native beauty 1 . 
And thus viewed, what a lovely truth- it is ! 
How worthy of its Divine Original ! How oraa* 
mental to bumaaity ! May the Almighty fiat go 
forth respecting it, then- many shall net only 
see and admire, but also happily enjoy the bless- 
ing. of perfect love , Your sharp eye, however, 
will perceive that- .a few corrections will be 
necessary, before the manuscript is sent to the 
press. You will forgive this freedom ; strictures 
do not become a female pen. 

. I tfiank Mr. M— for his addition to the letter I* 
received from Dundee, . which was viewedihrough 
the medium- he wished; Mr.—— may grieve, 
bid- can not -offend. I believe the-Lord will lead 
me into % witieoncernoig me. Here t rest ; 
l eanaot walk by -the light of another. - Hut I 
foribear s Mft Mr- understands mo thoroughly, 

as- tO'tba point) in hand. \ - 

c ; I .would!' now touch Upon a more pleasing 
theme; thte goodness of God to my owit soak 
Buk> beitejiilbhauat etaM complain: of dm poverty 
«f >toertal •: language; whieb eaor.convejr but an 
ftbperfeotfidUe^ePtbedeep things ofGod. Ibtve 
• nufceh reaatta to.be tbauk&d that rnyfcbowship 

t 
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is' dflfl the' Ibtfrer and 'Son. • I do experience 

the feecdmplifftonent of that predoas promise, 
^BfeS^^are ahe 1 pure in- heart) for they shall 
8#^©*#/’' Thengti- 1 can lay dtfwrtoaTery small 
degree* of-purity ; yet,- in virtue of it, I clearly 
perceive tiNK!Friune*Gbd: a sense ef Deity rests 
apeumy sort: I enjoy snob a sweet sinking* into 
Jehovah, as l ean by wo means express ;• indeed 
it beggara all-' description, and has almost every 
moment since I last wrote you at Wakefield. I 
then mentioned .a most remarkable manifestation 
1 had been favoured with, -more particularly from 
God the Pather, attended: with that inexpressible 
nearness, or, speaking more properly, a losing of 
myself in the depths of Deity : and still it con- 
tinues.- Amazing goodness ! This sweet sinkiog 
into 'God so humbles the soul, and at the same 
time, so exalts and aggrandizes it, as is pleasing 
and profitable to experience. J am kept alive to 
my. -weakness and ignorance, but not discouraged; 
because, on every application to my God, 1 am 
raised above them, when any exertion is neces- 
sary on my park On this amount, I refuse no 
wdrk assigned me, however unequal to the task. 
And if at any time I make my way through what 
is difficult and perplexing, I oksarly see to whom 
the glory is -due, -and feel modi disposed to 
give* it. '•* - •' ' - _ "■ -- ' 

But 1 mstefc haw-donej time would' fait to enu- 
merate- all the iautances ef the -tender; gracious 
de«llngs~of> my God-- To you. 1 write moseipHy 
.en this 1 subject than al mo st to* any otiMry because 
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IilMBk.yop4lmlyuaderftai»4 we* It is. a, simple 
narrMiofv ©/ &ust 4 i much might be ,sdde<3, but I 
forbear* My haod» have beensepsjbly jStreqgfhr 
enfcd. by yfiur manuscript, YopF vtapa aod,ipw$ 
correspond entirely with respect to.perfect Iqye. 
Wishing you a still fuller etboymepf cdf.prery 
gospel promise, I remain. Rev. $i% .your bumble 
servant, and well-wisher in Jesus, , , . 

D. Maxwbjuu . 

LETTER LXVL 

TO MISS 'RITCHIE. 

July 30, 1790. • 

It was kind m dear Miss Ritchie to write me, 
more especially as, I believe, I owed her a letter. 
Indeed I have very little time left me for : the 
pleasing and profitable employment of confer 
spondirig with Christians. But as this is by the 
appointment of him, who overrulcth all' things 
for his own glory, and eventually for-His people’s 
good, I wish to offer it up as a sacrifice to- Mtn, 
whose f ; am, and whom in all things I wish to 
•serve. " “ • • - : • . , 

Language' Is too faint to express what he 
has done for my soul since i wrote last to Miss 
R. ' I feel lost- tn wonder, love, and praise !— i 
More especially since January last, my sofuHtfis 
'centered ln (jod ! m a' very pfechUhr 'manner.' I 
hpve slink 1’ntb 'Jehovah 'as a Stop ihto'the ©Cetfri* 
and by ihe dbnstan't exertion of GtnMpOtfent 
Power, her el. abide; though^afty OCsCujHed by k 


Digitized by Google 


DARCty fcJfDY M^iifWELL. 18 * 

itvtrltipfic^fy hi bibfinesS, and public- engagCrhenfS. 

I proves 4i6^ntoHy;that the magnetic VlHOC-of 
DWheife^e’^ifto^rior to eTery- Other' dttra’mioty 
and beat up both •’mind iitd -body 

under thc ^ght- if constant 1 Md' itoftfified: 
ettipToymeriti- ’Wow good; how gracious, hour-' 
pofint*ftl, i ?d'i6irf'Qods' ! ■•• un; 

Yet, though be bass of late enlarged toiycapacity 
of reeCrriiigy and sensibly increased my little 
stock, I am deeply" conscious that what I now 
possess, is but as a drop iatbrrbueket, compared 
to that immensity from whence it flows ; or even 
to what he is udHl&g i tor bostaw^’ I am sweetly 
invited * to »cotne up higher, and partake more' 

laigply and it is- «< comfortable thought if we 

continue simply "-to follow on to know the’ 
Lord,” ‘his .going forth shall still be befofe us as , 
light,. -and his brightness as a lamp that burneth.' 
On some occasions I am favoured with astonishing 
vie ws -of the fulness of God, and of his willi ngness 
to impart of It : ■ this so fires my soul, so. expands 
my heart, that I would grasp Infinity jtself. But' 
here,- I- am, greatly withstood .by the combined 
powers of darkness, who unite to drive me back,- 
and attempt- to fill my mind with horror ; , while 
the peapnos® of Deity — the majestic grandCur of 
Jehovah^- the heaven of sacred nwe^ that fills the-. 
plaee fl 4dmost- overpowers the human frame. Buf, 
he wW kBOws wbereof wa are mid^.afid kPW 
Kttle wc-ewt ,^pap ,th^e..$^}©njt relays' of. 

Jt >«e T j& 

..qp^'yr 
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interposes*— arrests the powers of 
in • meteure, tfeohesvenlyglory, aad-ppurethe 
sool-eomposing'medkhie of redeeming love itrtux 
the-beart* I look (forward to that day* wtanotk 
myransotfied powers shad be sofomied, ae easily 
to' hear the daezHng? brightness of unvsiledDalty. 
Hail, auspicious morn! Indeed it; isvery desio* 
aide to make the; most’ o£ our present fleeting 
momenta. , 

1 seem to derive the greatest advantagefcom 
a limb# faith. in. ebmtant eamriset, This securer 
i what I- already -possess, and increases the little 
sleek. la secret- prayerand meditation I obtain 
enlarged views • of the- fall solvation . of God? 
and what i& thus: discovered, faith goes' putt 
after, and; according to its strength: are;' its. re- 
turast I prise, much, the Phone, teachings j. 
with eager attention I listen td the: heavenly 
lessons, and peat to redace them to pmeriee. I 
daily feel the need, of the precious blood of 
sprinkling, dwell continually under its influence, 
and most sensibly prove its sovereign, effieacy. It 
is by momenta*# faith in this alane^tkat I am. 
.. smedfitwnam. Dear Miss, & nwstbe satisfied- 
with a small abstract,' as I have not time to, 
enlarge. When she can conveniently write, I 
shall always be pleased to. hear from, bee 5 and, 
when Lcaaspesi af«W'»iantr% will, farmy own 
advance,. make %-vetam. 

There is no remarkable revival amongst' ns 
here: particular souls are blessed. I frequently 
meet a few young women, who are alive* 1 hope 
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w«w 1i wojuUjii^. J tiw.prcroistd'lftml, ■— a b <9tiiT> 
art.'skMggiiDg inv A fail. mdaaHkn: tm» Jt hw Um t 
ynxJxmt owm>:wbmM/ oml-ua public/. wWofa ;h*» 
(mmmmcb 4 vafatRbkfp m p w^ <AsBMtm withipt*r 
pj%w«ji. tbifa t 1 ft * tittfe roe tote? ibnaewtwfetbro* 
nmfykmd m matron^ aBtam.’’ : . 

< . D. Mmowro-^* 

. ■■ ■ #■■ ; ■- .• 

LETTER LXVII. 

» |TQ Tflfi. RET. Ar> JW4JHER.. . ’ 

. -Sqrt.11, 1790. 

Yow latter,, rater usd itaor EKfoburgb., fomui 
wfc akCerikie? wheati I had geaeapoD bonnets. 

— f r ■ 

* In tbe month of August, Lady Maxwell again visited 
a few oFthe Chapels under her care in JSngland. ' Chi her 
retttfci,*she* wrote as foflows in her Diary :~ 
uv^eptembei^Sd; F set oat- ferCaffafc, Wfy lm m , and 
dPFerkaqgtan* *n l*^i^i*i»umaaBS) 4 at tltol&tfc «f Angust* 
and tjeturped . here^CeeW*) yesterday. In? th& wrasse «dT 
these fourteen days, the Lord has been eminently with me. 
He preserved man and beast, and gave me my heart’ll 
desire respecting the business I Went about. He also gave 
me ttttmberiesB opportunities* of ^attempting the -te m po ral 
asdapin*aafagoe&<)fl othtaa, with power to use tbaos^ attd 
ranch* *wy wmh*. fettowaltip/ with the Ifrdbwraiidt tjie $04. 
In general, I enjoyed the. witness, of sancttficaiion, .and 
often a plenitude of the Divine presence. Truly my God 
was good to me/ He strengthened for unusual exertions 
iftbid e a M bd »■ 'and 4 Wh<ftr tanptted~and tried, he s u ecO U ifed 
tied comforted- mo:- m«w c pp e ew U Iy at mpe tunef when 

to nn^p>jt,aspng.of praise ij* my month. 

Tam unable to tell of all the kindness , and tenderness my 
God hatb shewed the since I left home. ©that I may ho 
faithful and humble P* 


« 
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l . am sorry , to see by it that you we still very 
poorly. .Our God knows ** what best? for each 
will prove and we. are warranted to believe that 
all his dispensations towards hta-peapiej whether 
joyous or grievous* are ce nducted ' upon tb» prin- 
ciple. I hope he wik soon restore you todiealth; 
and continue your extensive sphere of useftriness 
to a late period, it is eery desirable to -fill up 
life with action* but it is possible to overdo; 
though 1 believe the cpse-seldpoa occurs. Indeed 
1 should not he surprised if it often did. .When 
God is the object of supreme affection, -who can 
fotte too much* or do too much. ..Divine 'love 
cannot be bounded .by the frigid laws of- cool 
reasoning, however just. . . . - 

1 b,ope the state of your health will admit of 
the free use of ypur pen, in the weeks., erf your 
retirement and relaxation* whereby you may 
essentially serve the best interests ofyour.fellow*. 
creatures ; and this will the more easily reconcile 
•your active spirit to a narrpw circle. 

I oiu§t ,now giye you a few words .ugpn. tbp 
■chapter of self, as I know you .will expect i$» 
and also thoroughly understand me in so doing* 
I would preface it by saying* as Mr; Cofe .carried 
my last, he must have forgot to deliver ty:. but I 
would add*. it wa s> perhaps, as wpU he did j as. I 
suppose eyery minute of ypur time during Qpdr 
ierence* was fully occupied,.. Mjr.Qod still, conr 
descends to shew the sweetest complacency. 
Herein t discern the fulness of that satyfeptionj 
which the bipod of Christ hath raade for pe. It 
is fulf reconciliation. 0 what >ji% due tp 
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him! In the course of my last excursion, my 
God made much of his goodness to pass before 
me; gavie me my heart’s desire respecthig the 
business that carried me from home; and much, 
very much)' delightful fellowship with heaven s 
often a plenitude of the Divine presence; and 
one very remarkable manifestation of the Holy 
Trinity. A. few days after, when tempted and 
tried, Jehovah came down in solemn grandeur ; 
so surrounded me, so penetrated my inmost soul 
with a sense of the presence of Deity, and so 
filled me with a heaven of silent love, as baffles 
all Expression. This glorious interview, you may 
belie vie, soon scattered all my foes, and left me 
lost in wonder, love, and praise ! and, perhaps, 
a little strengthened for a few exertions in the 
best of canses. I find it matter of thankfulness, 
that this continued intercourse with Divinity, 
does hot make humanity a cross to me ; and that 
though my God keeps me united to' himself, yet he 
lets me down, and enables me willingly to per- 
form the necessary duties of life, and often affords 
as much enjoyment when so employed, as when 
in secret with himself. Hitherto, (to his praise 
I would speak it) lie has given me to see what 
things are necessary, what things are lawful, what 
things are expedient, and what are not. And I 
wouldr venture to say, he has given me a small 
measured of Fight into what is, and is not, con- 
sistent with that state of gospel liberty, of which 
he has condescended to let me taste. It is but a 
taste; and what I chiefly want is a deeper entrance 
into the holiest. My way is plain the door is 
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open— a glorious field is before me. My ; (3odin* 
vites me forward ; bat I d<Hfot seem yeti® have 
faith-sufficient to receive aUdhaf^’dfferedt'feet tne 
have ydur thoughts open* this, andyOuV prayers-; 
that every fresh maoifesfatien off thelove,jtewer, 
and goodness of God, may folly answer the 
gracious end tfsoreeeigndove. The/Miruffo^ privi- 
lege of Gad’s children, has been more ibsiktbdea 
in public this last year than (formerly !h ere j of 
consequence, they increase who seetit, both in 
numbers and grace. May oar God raise upmany 
witnesses of it. That Mr»M. may enjoy* it, !ri all 
Us heights* and depths, in his own smil,-and teach 
it successfully tOrOtbers, is the •prayer'of Mi Well 
wisher in the Lord Jesus, D.MaxwSit.. 

LETTER LXVIII. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

CktiH, 19>$lO. 

As you expressed a desire "in your last to hear 
from' me, I Wish to gratify it, ' without ‘expecting 
an answer, except the Lori gives you priw^t and 
liberty to favour me with one. ’Yod pain tridhy the 
reason assigned for yearlong silence : “AsaerOd 
restraint laid upon you, not rnideretam'difig' for 
What those blessdd manifestations' Were tfr’pf^ 
pare me ! afraid to touch the tenrfer soul, >: VmWy- 
ling my 'feelings must be exquisite.” fob 

to cry to the Lord, that he would shew 
Und' fully, What 1 he designed by his very 
deeftingsivlth the; and also enable 1 itie^ISflta 
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with them*' I -dread the thought, . either of rhs- 
taloag or. thwarting his. sacred intentions. - Will 
you appisf me heee,- and when you can : easily, let 
me. hupwr yatf* thoughts upon the important 
hn#ess., v .'As - yet l see no vary great ends 
answered. I son enabled tp bear a more public 
and.dectded-testjmoHyffor Christian perfection by 
Jay. lips and pea. O that I may doit by my life! 

I seem, os it were, .set for the defence end pro- 
moting- of. this, fajpoctant. branch of doctrine and 
experience, aud had that the Lord owns me in it, 
at ieast.so far. as it respects my own soul. .But I 
would; fain look .for; fas greater things as toothers. 
The prospect was brighter some months ago for 
the lattec; the -former, through -the tendermerey 
of my God, increases. I am blessed, frequently, 
with fresh discoveries- -ofrfhe love and power of 
a Triune Deity;-— with powerful renewals of 
former manifestations : and, as I freely receive, 
I endeavour freely = to give ; if, persdventure, a 
simple recital might be made useful to others : 
more especially as it respects the work of sane* 
tification ; a doctrine, very little known here. A 
few in the society do enjoy it ; several are press- 
ing after it, and the preachers profess themselves 
of the number; and do insist upon, and endeavour 
to explain the doctrine in public and private. 
Bpf i»p. you justly observe, “The -Wd himself 
t^u^coaiedown amongst us, before great things 
are Apcopiplisbed.” “ O that a little one may 
beppipe j -thousand,, and. a small one a strong 
qtyioju” plfjfom- day tp day I am made t o taste 
(^-•t^p^fec^'lpre that casts out fear ^’aad^en 
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experience a plenitude of foe Divine pres e n ce- 
Bat I most sensibly find, it is only by wants ry 
faith in the blood of Jeans that I aas kft from 
sin : and that my soul is leas or more vigorous 
as I live by faith. For ten maafos past, my 
fellowship has been in a peculiar ms— rr with 
the Fatherr for some* days p a st, I have been 
favoured with the most delightful. eoamomsea with 
foe Sod. He hath shone with re marka b le bright- 
ness upon my sohl. Yesterday, a fear r e s pect in g 
a future trial, passed quickly throogh my aria d : 
in that moment, the Sacred Three surrounded 
me, banished the tempter, and the temptation, 
and penetrated my inmost seal with a solemn, 
sweet sense of the presence of Deity. Haw con- 
descending to dost and ashes is our God, for 
Jesus’ sake. Bat I long to. sink into off foe 
depths of humble love. Let as help each other 
on by earnest prayer. O that we map. more than 
ever be made willing and active, reci pients of 
every purchased blessing. 

My cares and troubles increased at Hope Chapel 
till of kite the storm abated j but still matters go 
on poorly. Mr. J. 'refused the ohapel, and 1 seem 
to see the Lord’s oall for another visit ha the 
spring. May his will be done in that business. 
Mr. 8. of JJublin, offers roehis service as a stated 
pastor at H- C, end > refers me toMrs,. Johnson, 
amongst* ethers, for his character. -Now, peace 
be with yonriopirit. May foe seared attraction 
increase} till you are lost and swallowed up in 
the bcetdto vision, prays your feUow-trsveUev^ 

D. MaxwcaonC 
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JcJm- tycsty — hud# M y <tffin mils 
,. Jfc^tr-jfcesk dyjtei/dtieg at Hope Cjygfth-ehfwge 
iq }JiC.m.o<te,$f (conducting public wQrfiupr-cqrrc- 
f sgopdence continued. 

- Anr*«^Dt'«oeumd40Mi after tbe oowmence- 
mevfc<bl (Ms* year, Mghly tai^ortutt>iaieMe -annate 
«* M^hoife rit. On Jbedtf of-Maoeh, tfcotaevterend 
John dV«)ey,‘ after w. life «f atauwk -nripamHeled 
tobCQMaM^wefMoMaE, 'Ms-reward. 

It htu«btM»«eeir, -diat tbft honoinedserTarit of 
Jesus Christ was rendered highly oaoftiltto Lady 
Msacwedyai Shei»portant period, when tenth first 
tpegao'to^dbwn on her oriMl. ByKs dOnvetm- 
^ie&aWshtatslbre; be pt>iM»d -ber^ ai ‘he fiAd taoete 
theueartfop tor w* the Lamb of God wbibh ttfceth 
ateay-'£hfe)a&> of thetiwefld.” We led bob- into 
Wkwsbip wkha people; dnoog wbdri»sbfe e»7- 
jojwd^wbatldhe ever dome d, ierki^iWt^pHrb- 
tapes;: .wot! by e&weeipo»ieB«,.t(IHol» Mad' been 
— ihrtatarrtttrtbaaithta a abort period 
be qbtab’«ii»dad .-bar adWoe sad' Mristance^-eb 
m^.'orittaal' 'oceastaat* ,Tbopgb' J lhvahtj>'^fet«h 
Viaa.ll/M C K 
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years bad elapsed since first they knew each 
other, time and circumstances had only tended 
to increase and confirm their religious union. 
In one of his last letters to her Ladyship, he thus 
expressed his high esteem : — ■“ I really love to 
write to you, as f love to think of you. And 
sometimes it may please him, who sends by whom 
he will send, to give you some, assistance by me. 
And your letters have frequently been an encou- 
ragement and a comfort to me. Let them never, 
my dear friend, -be intermitted, during .the few 
days I have to stay below.”* When the tidings 
. of Mr. Wesley’s departure reached her Ladyship, 
“ nature felt keenly” at the loss j yet she was 
enabled sweetly to bow to the sovereign, will, of 
God. Anxious that every proper respect, should 
be paid to such distinguished worth, she had the 
following advertisement drawn up hy her own 
pen, inserted in the Edinburgh newspapers. “ On 
Wednesday last, at his house, in London, died 
that great and good man, the Rev. John Wesley, 
at a very advanced period ; after a life of the most 
unwearied diligence, and unexampled, activity in 
the service of his God, and the general interests 
of mankind. His extensive labours were crowned 
with uncommon success in various parts* qf .dif- 
ferent and distant kingdoms. But, might, be 

expected, his very uncommon abilities^ and.ex- 
tensive usefulness, laid him upder th^t.fcyero 
tax, which all . must pay, who are , so ifir .raised 

• ~ 1 ' "I 1 • T r — •-*- — t — re n — » ■ ■ 

* Work*? to], xn. p. 
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above the common level of mankind. Now, that 
he is no longer the object of envy, it is hoped 
prejudice will give way to more candid and 
honourable sentiments, and thereby leave the 
public at liberty to do justice to one of the greatest 
characters that has appeared since the apostolic 
age.” Two letters have been selected out of 
many, which will sufficiently shew what were 
her Ladyship’s views and feelings on this solemn 
occasion. 

Soon after this affecting bereavement. Lady M. 
was again called to Bristol. The prosperity 
of the work of God, at Hope Chapel, was an 
object dear to her heart; but the prospect of 
doing good, was overshadowed by many an in- 
tervening cloud. An amiable young minister, 
who had for some time officiated there, and who 
has since, by his printed discourses, delighted 
and instructed many a pious groap around the 
family altar, had accepted a call to another con- 
gregation. Many difficulties presented them- 
selves in securing a suitable successor; — and 
prejudice against all Dissenters, and dissenting 
modes of worship, with a strong predilection for 
our venerable Establishment, generally prevailed 
at Clifton. Under these circumstances, her 
Ladyship's presence became : necessary. She, 
therefore, left Edinburgh on the 26th of April ; 
and visiting, as usual, her other chapels in her 
way, arrived at the Hot WeMs on the 12th of 
the following month. She was at first greatly 
oppressed and discouraged,' on witnessing the 
K 2 
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state of Affairs ; and, for some time, remained 
uncertain of tfae poth of doty. He* saikiiude 
sod fatigue greatly affected the estate olheebeatth. 
Bat, alter fervently imploring direction from the 
Orest Head of the Ckturfc^ and ceasaltiag with 
those whom she deemed best qualified to afford 
her light oo the subjedt, she determined to comply 
with the general wishes of the people, and as far 
as she coahd with a clear conscience, “ become 
all things to all men, that she might, by all means, 
save some/’ The change which was made, and 
the plan finally adopted, will be developed in the 
following letters. 

On this part of her Ladyship’s conduct, in- 
dividuais, under the influence of discordant senti- 
ments, will of course judge differently. But it 
is presumed, that ail who impartially examine 
the motives by which she was actuated— the 
grand object which she invariably pursued — the 
calm deliberation with which she weighed every 
connecting circumstance — her long . and con- 
tinued prayer that she might know and do the 
will of God, — will readily acquit her of all inten- 
tional wrong, and give her credit for doing what 
bhe firmly believed was most likely to secure the 
benevolent designs of the Foundress of the chapel. 
The candid, and the pious, will view it as a noble 
triumph gained over every party feeling, and the 
strong bias of national prejudice, by a supreme 
desire to promote the glory of God, and the 
salvation of immortal souls. And, perhaps, all 
will allow to her Ladyship, that ■“ modes sad 
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Fauna afe no further useful, than at» tbeyare cal- 
culated: to promote these valuable purposes. 1 ’* 
kniahn shall again speak for heiteell - 


LETTER LXIX. 

tO TOE RET. A. MATHER. 

Jan. II, 179f. 

The hint* which Mr. Mather gave in his last, 
I proved very seasonable and useful, respecting 
the trials and temptations consequent upou bear- 
ing the burthens of Christians at a throne of 
grace. I have suffered a good deal from that 
quarter lately. An unusual spirit of prayer was 
poured upon me for many weeks. I was con- 
strained to plead earnestly, and frequently j more 
especially for the prosperity of the Society in 
Edinburgh : that the Lord would raise up many 
witnesses of his power to save to the uttermost ; 
and was greatly encouraged herein, more par- 
ticularly upon Wednesday the 15th of last De- 
cember. A most remarkable ^spirit of intercession 
rested upon . me. I seemed to see Jehovah by 


* 0*att pants of an extrinsic m cirwww ta u tiil nature, 
things superinduced upon Christianity, or which attach to it 
merely as the deductions of human opinion, the Church ef 
Christ may be infernally divided without schism : may ad- 
mit of diversity, without disunion . — Conder on Protettant 
t ifm' c nf t rm t y . B.i. sec*. 11 . p.59. 
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faith, seated on a throne of grace. He conde- 
scended to give me a wonderful audience for 
myself, and all I brought with me in the arms of 
Christian love and faith. No man ever more 
literally presented his friend at court, to an 
earthly sovereign, than I was, by faith, permitted 
to present particular souls to the King of kings j 
and to plead for ther blessings of which 1 knew 
they stood in need, and were seeking after. A 
prayer-bearing God seemed most graciously to 
listen to all my petitions, which were chiefly 
confined to sanctification : nor could I doubt but 
they were registered, and would be answered. 1 
obtained no particular promises, nor did J seem 
to require any further confirmation in the im- 
portant business. A crowd of Christian friends 
seemed to pour in upon my mind, and pleaded 
hard to be remembered. This remarkable and 
solemn interview continued for hours } and had 
time, strength, &c. permitted me, to improve the 
precious opportunity to the uttermost, it would, 
perhaps, have been still better for myself and 
others. With truth I can say, I gave over asking, 
before my God gave over listening to my requests. 

• It was a memorable season indeed. But what 
is particular, the moment I ceased pleading, I 
entered into a sea of temptation, and was so 
buffeted of satan, for weeks after, as no language 
can express. The fiery darts of the enraged 
adversary so pierced my soul, as to aflect my 
body. My heart was Wrung with keen distress. 
Every inch of ground was disputed with me, and 
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every grain of my grace was tried to theutter- 
most. Even the witness for sanctification was 
attacked. This I would not yield, though the 
combined powers of darkness seemed to unite to 
wrest it from. me. He that dwells on high, only 
knows what I suffered; and he was gracious, 
and kindly condescended to explain why it was 
thus with me. He sweetly whispered his pardon- 
ing and purifying love to my soul. He did indeed 
wonderfully uphold me by the right hand of his 
power ; yet, for a time, only so far as to strengthen 
to endure the appointed time of trial. Mary-likc, 
I pondered all this in my own breast,' not think- 
ing it prudent to; divulge it to any here. But now 
the tempest is abated j the waters, are assuaged j 
the enemy is rebuked j and my mind is filled 
with heavenly serenity and Divine composure. I 
, dwell in love, and in God j and enjoy a glorious 
liberty, through believing. I sweetly rest in 
Jesus, and' enjoy the Spirit’s seal for the destruc- 
tion of the bitter root : and all these trying scenes 
that so tend to disturb the tenor of placid life, 
are easily endured, reaching only the surface of 
the soul. Mr. M. having strengthened me by 
the useful information conveyed in his last, I 
would now wish him to help me to improve to 
the uttermost, from these trying conflicts, which 
are now happily over. 

I hope the Lord will, more than ever, arise 
and maintain his cause in our Northern dime ; 
more especially as it respects that important 
K 4 
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branch ©f Christian doctrine and experience, 
perfoetloee. 

This has been written in a great hurry, with 
many interruptions, as I have a variet y of secular 
affairs to attend to tins day, which mast Cover ail 
defects. The situation of Mope C hoped will, I 
believe, oblige me to go to Bristol in April. It is 
now almost the only piece of important fastness 
that remains unsettled; of all that work? left me to 
finish by my friend, now in glory $ fad which 
was so clearly put into my bands by the great 
Disposer of ail events, tlpon a retrospect of the 
whole business, (from first to last enveloped m 
confusion and perplexity) truly I bare great cause 
to say, “What hath God wrought ?” When to 
this I add. What he bath done for my soul in tbe 
course of theta four years, in which I have been 
so folly occupied, I am “ lost hi wonder, love, 
and praise." This last year far exceeds fay 
former experience, for depth of communion with 
Deity; for amusing displays of the love arid 
power of Jehovah ; for exertions m bis cause; and 
for his people i u It is mystery all i" Strongly 
glows the flame of grateful love in my heart. 
May it burn stronger and stronger, till ft miiigies 
with tbe blase of eternal day. Wishing yoti all 
the fttlnes8 of gospel promises, I remain, V" 

Rev. Sir, your humble servant/* • 

■ b Mxiiwteity x “ 

• ' 

.* . . 
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LETTER LXX. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

ON ME DEATH Of THE REV. JOHN WESLEY. 

March 14, 1791. . 

1 rejoice to see my good friend’s band once 
more ; and to bear that the Lord is still dealing 
so tenderly and graciously with her. At present, 
1 am so situated, I can only catch a moment to 
write a few lines. And so that great and good man 
is gone ! A dispensation, big with importance to 
thousands. ) felt keenly, though perfectly satis- 
fied. A year or two more would bave reduced 
' him to a state of childhood : but now be has 
made an honourable retreat, in the possession of 
all his mental powers; after a long, life of un- 
wearied diligence, and unexampled activity in 
the service of his God, and the^ general, interests 
of mankind, and with most uncommon success 
attending his extensive labours- May the Lord 
still be the Head of the large body of Christians 
he has left behind O that one soul may animate 
the whole. 

It is impossible for me to tell you, hour good 
my God has been to me on this mournful occa- 
sion. A spring tide of pure, perfect love has 
filled my souL I have felt such & sinking into 1 
Jehovah, so tost in his immensity, as I cannot / 
express ; no rapturous joy y but a full sea of holy ' 
humble love- < My heart was- melted into deep: 
gratitude ; its tendemst feelings wens called forth ;: 
nod every degree of that anxiety afyoot fatiufe 
K 5, 
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events which brings weakness into the soul, was 
entirely excluded. What can I render unto the 
Lord for this exuberance of goodness, so well 
suited to my present feelings, when mourning 
the loss of a valuable friend, and most useful 
minister of Christ. Truly I am made to rise 
above the grave of my departed friend, I trace him 
worshipping before the throne, and by faith hold 
fellowship with his spirit. Blessed Jesus, how 
sweet art thou to my soul ; the sacred source of 
all my comforts. 

But I want to know my Jesus better. O help 
, me forwards. I do desire to draw many with me, 
and am helped to speak plainly, and to bear a de- 
cided testimony for God. We are gaining ground 
here, both in numbers and grace. Two of the 
preachers possess, and openly declare the perfect 
love of God. The third has made great advances ; 
hut has not yet attained. Plead for him. In haste, 
farewell. May you sink deeper into Jesus, and 
rise still higher, and continue to assist your fellow 
pilgrim, . D. Maxwell. 

LETTER LXXJ. 

TO MISS RITCHIE. 

. OK THE SAME SUBJECT. 

March 19, 1791, 

I. am much indebted to dear Miss Ritchie for 
her very obliging attention, at a time, when she 
must have been much occupied, and bed her 
tender^, feelings tried? to the uttermost. Your 
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narrative gave much satisfaction to my mind, 
though nature felt keenly. I cannot sufficiently 
.adore £he goodness of my God ; who, from the 
moment the doleful tidings reached my ears, so 
encircled me in the Divine arms, so poured his 
love into my aching heart, as at once to leave it 
at liberty to pay the tribute so justly due to the 
memory of the dear departed saint; and, also, 
to rest with the fullest acquiescence in the Divine 
will. Surely all things are possible to them that 
believe. You have been highly privileged these 
last two winters in being so much with that 
eminent servant of God ; whose life was such a 
living* comment upon the pure doctrines he 
taught ; and, at last, how greatly honoured, in 
witnessing the closing scene. By faith, I can view 
him worshipping before Jehovah’s throne ; and 
seem to hold fellowship with his happy spirit. I 
do not know that I ever heard of alife so crowded 
with action ; so unweariedly filled up with and 
for God. Not one vacant moment in the twenty- 
four horn’s. Many sons have done well ; but if 
I do not view him through a too flattering me- 
dium, he excels them all. The Lord enable us, 
in our small measure, to be faithful ; to live more 
to him , by whom it is we live at all. 

Lately, my God seems;' more than ever, to be 
fixing" me with all his weight of love. * He has 
Wonder fSHy chained up, for a time, the powers of 
darknesS ;' so that I seem, as it were, today Be* 
ealmed ih the midst of a boundless pacific ocean 
of pure tetei ; I prove Divine kwe a noble, gfenie^ 


Digitized by Google 


THE LIFE 09 


904 

rous principle ; it will not be kept . down ; It rises, 
above all things, both painful and pleasant. It is 
an adequate support under every pressure, and a 
happy preservative against ensnaring temptations. 

0 love Piyine, how sweet, how strong thou art. 
But I am called to higher things, and feebly 
press on to all the heights and depths of perfect 
love. From what I feel, I must conclude the 
heaven of heavens is love. 

I pray that dear Miss R— may feel such a 
spring-tide of this pure element, filling the whole 
capacity of her soul, on this mournful occasion, 
as shall effectually dry every tear,— except those 
that delight; and suppress every sigh, — except 
those that waft to heaven. 

We gain ground here, both in numbers and in 
grace: and since the melancholy dispensation 
took place, an unoommon thirst after the word 
has sensibly increased. .0 that multitudes may. so 
hear, as to believe ; and obtain the final salvation 
of their souls. So prays, dear Miss Ritchie’s 
affectionate fellow-traveller, and friend in Jesus, 

D. Maxwell. 

LETTER LXXII. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

Rev. Sen, Bristol , June 24, 17&1. 

Your Christian letter came in course, but I 
have been prevented answering by various causes. 

1 hate had a severe cold, and also suffered keenly 
on account of the situation of Hope chapel. 
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'From strong desires for its prosperity, and uncer- 
tainty of the path, of duty, I had at first opened 
it upon the dissenting plan ; but from the be- 
ginning Was told, it never would succeed, with- 
out admitting the church-service. Not finding 
liberty to take this step, I continued to carry it 
on as I had begun ; believing that the Lord would 
lead me into his will, as I bad no desire re- 
specting it but this. After three years trial, I am 
now convinced, that the present plan does not 
reach the. generous design of the institution ; 
namely, extensive usefulness, independent of 
parties, or modes, or forms of worship. These 
latter, I see, are no further useful than as they 
are calculated to promote valuable purposes. The 
eligibility of a change, 1 now clearly perceive ; 
and what that change shonld be, the uniform 
voice of the public leaves me without a doubt. 
Yet without the word of command from the 
Great Head of the Church, I durst uot proceed. 

1 cried mightily unto the Lord, for light to dis- 
cover, and power and inclination to do ku will 
in this business, and this in great condescension 
he has given. The way is plain, and 1 have taken 
my measures accordingly j without regarding 
the smiles or frowns of any. I am to adopt the 
church-service, without putting the chapel under 
episcopal jurisdiction ; to fix a church minster 
in it, truly alive to God ; to have the service only 
or the Lord ’s~day ; and not to allow admission- 
to the Lord’s table without a ticket.* to keep the 
pulpit open for worthy characters of d ifteo pt dp 
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nominations j together with some other regula- 
tions which may be profitable. This design 
having transpired, - has given universal satis- 
faction 5 and now, high and low flock to hear. 
Most of the inhabitants of Clifton are episco- 
palians, and two-thirds of the vast multitude, 
that annually resort from all quarters, for the 
benefit of the waters, ate of the same persuasion ; 
all tenacious of their church forms, and would 
by no means listen to a dissenter. 

This revolution, which, I trust is of God, has 
greatly increased my labours, both of head and 
hands ; but the Lord hath upheld me hitherto ; and 
though thus continually occupied, I have never- 
theless had more intercourse with the Methodists 
here, than ever formerly. I have frequented 
the Room more, and beard with much satisfac- 
tion and profit, especially from Mr. H. Moore. 
My favourite meetings with the people have 
indeed been precious seasons ; much owned of 
God. In them, I endeavoured to bear my tes- 
timony to the work of sanctification j both as a 
doctrine, and as experienced in my own soul. I 
found not a' few, just ready to lay hold of the 
blessing. • The Lord gave strength for it, -and I 
found much liberty to speak upon the only way 
of obtaining this further salvation, simple faith. 
And now, -after «U my feeble attempts, in different 
ways, Co promote the glory of my God -and his 
kingdom among men-, I begin to look homewards, 
being ahnost worn out; and have a desire, if k is 
the Lord’s will, to meet with Mr. Mathet* in^my 
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way. I mean to leave .here on Thursday the 30th, 
and would be glad to hear from you before then. 
Inform me if 1 should find you at Wakefield 
about the 13th of Jnly. : If all goes well, I think 
I may reach there by that time, or. at least by 
the 16th.- 

In great haste, I must conclude this inaccurate 
epistle. Many interruptions will prove -an apo- 
logy. Wishing Jesus may so dwell in you, as to 
be . the constant solace, the momentary food of 
your soul, and daily renew your commission to 
preach with power and success the whole gospel, 
1 remain. Rev. Sir, your humble servant in Jesus, 

D. Maxwell. 


LETTER LXXIII. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

August 2, 1791. . 

By the good hand of my God upon tne, I 
reached honie on Saturday the 30th, mercifully 
preserved from danger, though not from fear. 
To keep dear of the riots at Birmingham, I was 
obliged to change my road. 1 1 was. mostly a time 
of temptation and trial, but my God . was at hand 
to support and deliver ; and afforded many oppor- 
tunities of acting for him, and has 'also given 
mc cause to praise him since- I came < home. - I 
long to bear o£ my Bristol friends ; they have 
been much upon my mmd, and 1 hayebtoau led 
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to hope that the Lord was at work among them. 
I trust Mrs. G*— stands last in the faith. ’Pell 
her it will give me much satisfaction to know 
this from herself. Worthy Mrs. Valton can, I 
hope, now firmly believe, that the bitter root is 
destroyed. 1 felt much liberty to speak. befbre 
her amiable husband : may he wax stronger and 
stronger. Has Mrs. L — yet entered into the 
promised land ? I feel much interested in all of 
these I met with. I never saw more clearly than 
when at Bristol the value of ample faith. O this 
does so help me in every situation as words 
cannot express. It so sensibly draws virtue from 
the Saviour, as diffuses present healing through 
my soul, and counteracts the malicious designs 
of the subtle adversary. Had I a voice that could 
reach to the ends of the Christian world, I would 
say to every seeking penitent, only believe , and 
justification is your’s ; only believe , and sancti- 
fication is yonr’s. It is this of which my friends 
at Bristol stand so much in need. Their souls 
are ripe for the full salvation of God. Conld I 
impart this invaluable blessings how willingly 
would 1 do it. May he, who is both able and 
willing, bestow it upon each of them for his 
Name’s sake who died to purchase it. My soul 
feels on stretch for them. Let u» plead mightily 
with God on their behalf. 

I met with a precious old female disciple at 
Penrith ; so strong in the faith, so rooted and. 
grounded in it ; so divinely clear ia her expe- 
rience with respect to sanctification, as refreshed 
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my soul greatly. She has been m this blessed 
state for many years. 1 trust ysmr soul sides 
deeper, and rises higher, into ah the life of God. 
My soot tongs for greater' uetasess to tap God. 
I feel a sweet sinking into hinv brat this cannot 
8 office. .• 

Havtogrtracb business on hand from my long 
absence, 1 most conclude. Shall be glad to 
hear soon from you, with good acooenta of the 
precious souls with you. Dear Mrs. Johnson’s 
friend in Jesus, D. Maxwell. 

LETTER LXXIV. 

TO THE REV. O. ATMORE, ALNWICK. 

December 48, 1791. 

Yolir letter. Rev. Sir, I received in course. I 
esteem it a privilege, on every proper occasion, 
to shew my good-will and desire to promote the 
cause of God. Did my abilities keep pace with 
my inclinations, my attempts in that way would 
be more frequent and large. Lately, my en- 
gagements of that kind have been more nu- 
merous than ever ; and 1 can truly say, my heart 
has been proportionably enlarged. But in order 
to help all, I have been constrained to give less 
to each, than 1 otherwise should have done : this 
willj I hope, preclude the propriety of an apology 
for* the enclosed. 

1 am glad to hear that the Lord owns the ex- 
ertions 'which you are making, both in the spi- 
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ritual and temporal concerns of his cause ; and 
that he favours you with frequent visits from on 
-high. But is he not willing to do greater things 
for you ? O yes ! Devise liberal things of God, 
and by these yon shall stand j and testify, not 
only that Jesus hath power on earth to forgive 
sin, but also to cleanse from all unrighteousness. 
Then commences the eternal sunshine of the 
spotless mind : 

4 1 Desires composed, affections ever even, 

• Tears that delight, and sighs that waft to heaven. 14 

Through the tender mercy of my God, I am 
enabled still to walk in the liberty of the gospel, 
to endure as seeing him who is invisible. But, 
though I have begun to scale the mount of holiest 
love, I am far from the summit of my wishes. 
There are heights and depths of the pure love 
of Jehovah, of which I am kept in continual 
pursuit ; but not so, as thereby to prevent the 
sweet enjoyment of what is already bestowed. 

We have some increase here. Wishing that 
every revolving season may find you increasing 
in usefulness, and Conformity to the Divine 
image, and with my own and Christian friends 
best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Atmore, I am, Rev. 
Sir, your faithful humble servant in the Lord, 

D. Ma£well % 
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1792. 


Diary and Correspondence continued. 

From this period, the letters of Lady Maxwell, 
which have been preserved, become less nume- 
rous. We shall, therefore, in tracing the subse- 
quent stages of her experience, have recourse 
principally to her Diary; reserving, however, the 
liberty of inserting in chronological order at the 
end of each year, such extracts from her letters, 
as may either tend further to elucidate the ex- 
ercises of her mind, or be calculated to convey 
instruction to others. 

January 7* Agreeably to my earnest desire, I 
have, through the tender mercy and great in- 
dulgence of a God of love, seen greater things 
indeed.- I had frequently prayed that I might 
terminate the last, and begiu this new year, 
under the peculiar smile of heaven ; and of a 
truth, my expectations were greatly exceeded. 
Early on Sunday morning, the first day of this 
year, I had a most wonderful display of the love 
and power of a Triune God. This continued 
for many hours, in its full strength ; and. in a 
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degree, for several days: it was a most memo- 
rable season : I proved the “ overwhelming power 
of saving grace.” I would here attempt to give 
the great outlines, for no human' pen can describe 
all I felt and saw. Early on Sunday morning in 
secret prayer, God the ’Father, and Son, drew 
very nigh. A sense of the Divine presence so 
penetrated my inmost soul as to arrest die whole 
powers of my mind, in deep and solemn atten- 
tion. A spirit of supplication was then poured 
upon me, for myself and othen; while I .felt so 
surrounded with Diety, so let into Jehovah, as 
no words can express. It seemed as if I might 
ask what I would, both for. myself and others, 
with confidence that it should be done for me. 
This glorious and solemn interview continued till 
half past ten. I then went to chapel, when it 
was greatly increased. The eternal world felt 
Very nigh : I seemed by faith come to Mount 
Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem. My spirit felt 
mingling with its blessed inhabitants, while the 
Sacrjes Th&bb felt, as it were, encamping 
around me. It was glory all — past expression 1 1 
seemed to rink deeper mgr the boundless ocean 
of pure love. Tbis did not appear to me a soli- 
tary blessing, but in a measure diffused through 
the whole congregation assembled for the purpose 
of shewing forth the dying love of Jesus. I have 
learned that many were peculiarly blessed at the t 
time,.0 my God, what cm I say to these things ? 
It is meccy, pure unbounded mercy. Enable me 
to improve these precious seasons to the utter- 
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toast, O Jesus, .keep tke loviog eye of my faith 
steadily upon thyself ; cover -my defenceless head 
with the shadow of thy wing; then shall I be 
safe. 

—— • 20. Since the 13th, I have experienced 
the gooddessof the Lard s the languor then com- 
plained of, has been in a measure removed. On 
the morning of the 16th, my God strongly im- 
pressed upon soy heart the following words : 
“The Lord is with me as a mighty terrible one ; 
therefore, my persecutors shall stumble, and 
they shall not prevail; they shall be greatly 
ashamed ; for they shall not prosper ; their ev er- 
lasting confusion shall never be forgotten. But, 
O .Loid of hosts, that triest the righteous, and 
seest the reins and the heart, let me see thy ven- 
geance an them ; for unto thee have I opened 
my cause. Sing unto the Lord, praise ye the 
Lord; far he hath delivered the soul of the 
poor if ram the hand of evil doers.”* Imme- 
diately after, .the folk) wing passage seemed , to 
pierce my inmost soul, “ Watch ye, therefore, 
and pray, always, tint ye may be accounted 
worthy to escape aU these things that shall come 
to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.”f 
It is not easy to say, what my .feelings were on 
this ocoaaion ; the words solemnised my mind, 
and increased my desire and power to pray and 
watch. They have frequently recurred to my 
remembrance since, awakening in me a godly 
pulousy lest I should faflend. O how good is the 

* Jer. xx. 11—13. f Luke xxi.36. 
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Lord to: his poor creature, who, in the midst of 
many weaknesses, desires to love; him with all 
her heart. With what wisdom and tenderness 
was the word of admonition administered ! First 
strengthening and comforting my soul, by telling 
me he-was with me; and then, warning me of 
danger, by pointing me to the best preservatives 
against it. Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

May 20. Since my last date, I have gone 
through a hot furnace of bodily and mental 
distress. At times, my God and Saviour drew 
nigh, and often disappointed my fears ; but my 
disorder deeply affecting my nerves and spirits, 
I suffered keenly. I now learned the propriety 
and necessity of those Scriptures, which were 
•applied to my mind before the commencement 
of this great affliction. Alas ! fear chilled my 
soul, and in a measure sunk me from God ; at 
least, from that degree of sweet communion with 
the Father and Son, with which 1 had been 
favoured for four or five years. Words can faintly 
express what I' have suffered. O that all may be 
sanctified to the utmost, and he succeeded by 
love so matured , as to exclude all doubt and fear. 
In many things, during my -illness, I saw the 
■•’hand of God, and had cause to bless him for. his 
TSfBftdcr dealings: but still tile powers of dark- 
' ness were permitted to harass me greatly ; and 
I did not, as I ought, glorify my God in the 
midst of the fires. One lesson my God has been 
I teaching me all along — the 'virtue, the necessity 
/ of simple faith; that by faith, and not joy, I 


Digitized by Google 



Darcy, lady maxwell. 215 

most live. He has, in a measure, often enabled 
me so strongly to act faith on Jesus for sancti- 
fication, even m the absence of comfort , as diffused 
a heaven of sweetness through my soul, and 
brought with it the powerful witness for purity. 
The Lord has also been teaching me to die to. all 
self-complacency. He hath shewed me muak of 
my weakness, nothingness, poverty, and emp- 
tiness ; and, at the same time, -how simple faith 
brings -Divine life into the soul. Within these 
few days, he has begun to repeat former mani- 
festations of -love, but they are generally suc- 
ceeded by temptation. Though restored in a 
measure, it is as yet a state of spiritual weakness, 
but I fervently desire an increase of every grace. 

- June 22. During the last fortnight, I have 
been travelling for the benefit of my health, and 
have cause to say, the end has been, in some 
measure answered. Many opportunities have 
offered for the spiritual and temporal benefit of 
others i O that an- effectual blessfcig may follow 
the efforts. The Lord graciously interposed in 
. times of danger on the road. In ■ mercy he 
brought me home on (he 20th, and enabled me 
to testify of bis goodness to my soul when with 
his children. His dealings with me for some 
time past have been widely different from former 
tim es; -he seems to call me now especially to 
live by faitb, and to listen to the various teachings 
of his Spirit. O that l may profit by all, aod.be 
enabled to glorify my God under every varied 
dispensation. 
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August 24. 1 have been again visited with 
bodily affliction, but my God dealt tenderly with 
me' while it continued, and has in mercy removed 
it. 1 would observe with gratitude, that while 
it remain ad, the tide of spiritual temptations 
run in a low channel. I bad more comfort, 

_ more liberty at a throne of grace, and felt pow* 

’ erfully the witness for sanctification. The Lorir 
teaches me, .it is by snaple faith alone that I 
can either obtain, retain, or increase, with 
regard to any gospel blessing ; and this mode of 
proceeding he condescends to own. I see it is 
owing to the mighty power of God, that I hare 
been enabled to stand in any measure, in the 
midst of floods of temptations which have recently ' 
prevailed. But, 0, 1 want to see greater things — 
to get faster on — to obtain more powerful re- 
newals of former blessings. Hasten, Lord, the 
happy time. 

October 26. I have lately known both, the 
sweets of deep communion with -the Father and 
Son, and also the depths of temptation: may 
both, answer valuable purposes. On Monday last, 
in the evening, when in secret prayer, I was 
most unexpectedly favoured with a richer mani- 
festation of the love of God than for many 
months before. The Father and Son broke in 
* upon my soul with sweet surprise, which filled 
me with speechless awe. A deep sense of Deity 
surrounded and pierced my inmost soul. I could 
hardly credit my own feelings, or convene with 
mortals all that evening. This happy visitation 
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continued for several days ; bat lest 1 should be 
exalted above measure, a messenger of satan was 
permitted to buffet me for a short season. This 
1 felt exceedingly painful, and it gradually 
lessoned my joys. The wormwood and gaU of 
severe temptations are very bitter, after such 
heights of spiritual enjoyments : but I believe 
{hey are very common. The Lord make me faith- 
ful in every situation. My prayer was for much 
of that conquering faith, which pain, and fear, 
and death defies ; — for the spirit of power, that I 
ought stand unmoved; sink deeper into self- 
knowledge, and rise higher in Divine wisdom and 
love. 

December 7- How shall I record the loving- 
kindness of my gracious Qod ! How sufficiently 
praise him ! On Monday evening, while hearing 
a discourse from “ Grow in grace,” it was in- 
wardly suggested, and surely from on high, — 
w You should lift up your heart in prayer to God 
for his presence and blessing upon his people.” 
Being enabled immediately to comply with the 
heavenly exhortation, through abounding mercy, 
I. quickly caught the answer of returning grace. 
In a moment, God the Father, and Son, drew 
very nigh, and the place seemed filled with the 
Divine presence, and with it my inmost soul felt 
deeply- penetrated. The heavenly attraction was 
strong, and the intercourse open : the love of 
God flowed in copious streams into my breast, 
and 1 trust the blessing was general. Since then, 
1 have continually tasted celestial sweetness, and 

Vol. II. ( L 
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have rejoiced as a daughter of Zion, because of 
an indwelling God. . Yet, though faith in some 
measure feels lost in fruition, the direct witness 
foe sanctification is not so distinct. My enjoy- 
ment consists chiefly of delightful fellowship 
with the Father and the Son ; and a continual 
sense of their presence, without almost a thought 
either of justification or sanctification. 1 trust 
a flame is kindled in my breast that shall never 
be extinguished. I have had, as is generally .the 
case, when so highly favoured, furious attacks, 
from the adversary of souls : these have affected 
deeply, but not robbed me of my heavenly Guests, 
I asked a token for good before the end of the 
year; and 0,how graciously has God granted my 
request ! 


. LETTER LXXV. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

January 34, 1702. 

I long to know what has become of my valu- 
able correspondent, who has been now silent for 
many months. Perhaps the cause of this origi- 
nates in myself : I believe 1 stand , indebted 
to him for one letter. But as be knows that 
necessary attention to the work committed' to 
me, sets a seal upon a very large proportion of 
my time, might he not sometimes give me two 
for one. A few minutes of his valuable time, 
spent in accelerating the motion of a soul to- 
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wards its centre, that has many things to retard 
its progress, would not, it is hoped, be a fruitless 
service to either. 

I hope that “ I deeper sink, and higher rise.” 

I hare never known so muoh of the nature of 
simple faith, or its unspeakable value, as since I ' 
tasted of the pure love of God. Plying this oar, 

I mean the direct east of faith, in stripping times, 
how is my soul upheld in the midst of tempta- ; 
lions : at one time so subtle, it requires superior 
light to discover the cloven foot ; at another, so 
furious, I am obliged to suspend, as far as possi- 
ble, the power of thought, in order to reject the 
injections of the adversary. Who can speak the 
value of simple faith ? Without it, how soon 
should I become weak as others. Surely, my 
God does all thiqgs well and wisely : for if, with 
the mariner, I am permitted to go down some- 
times into the deeps, it is only to be brought 
again to see the wonderful works of the Lord. 
Can any have greater cause to praise him ? 1 

mean not to insinuate that I have more grace than 
others ; but, that my situation, from particular 
circumstances, requires much Divine teaching, 
much comfort, much tenderness, superior atten- 
tion, much direction ; and all this a God of love 
vouchsafes me, and in a way that keeps itye 
dependant upon himself, deeply sensible to whom 
l am indebted. 

I am daily aiming at all the perfection of nature 
and grace, that a probationary state of compara- 
tive imperfection will admit ; but have the daily 
L 2 
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mortification to find, I am far short, though not 
wide of the mark. Do you approve of this dis- 
tinction ? I mean (lest you should mistake me) 
hot out of the right road. 

I shall be glad to hear that you are making 
rapid progress heavenwards 5 and also favoured 
with much success in your ministerial labours t 
and I am. Rev. Sir, your faithful, humble servant 
in Jesus, D. Maxwell. 


LETTER LXXVI, 

TO MI8S RITCHIE. 

Jon.U, 1792. 

When I received dear Miss Ritchie’s kind letter, 

I was at the Hot Wells, Bristol, in a very poor 
state of health; partly owing to great and con- 
tinual exertions both of body and mind. I felt a 
little of our dear Lord’s sufferings, when he said, 

(( The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.” 
Such was the weakness of my animal frame at 
that time, that even the pleasing and very profit- 
able seasons 1 enjoyed frequently, with Christians 
in Bristol, were too much for me. They were, 
indeed, precious, opportunities. The Lord was 
with us of a'truth. I hope ever to retain a grate- 
ful sense of his goodness at that time, both to . ' 
myself and others. I have not yet regained my 
usual health ; but blessed be a God of love, the 
scale of blessings greatly preponderates in my 
soul. I am still permitted to walk in the liberty 
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of the gospel ; to enjoy delightful fellowship with 
the Father and the Son : a holy familiarity with 
Jehovah ; at times so near, so solemn, and faith 
so realizing the sacred presence, that mortal 
language would in vain attempt to express what 
is seen, what is felt : and in short, what passes be- 
tween the Majesty of heaven and dust and ashes, 
upon these .very solemn and very important 
occasions. Suffice it to say, it is glory all, and 
■ all Divine. As far as I understand the mind of 
the Lord, these sacred interviews are granted for 
the spiritual benefit of others, as well as myself. 
There is generally a remarkable spirit of prayer 
wad supplication poured upon me for the pros- 
perity' of the Lord’s people ; and I am so per- 
mitted to plead for them, so let into Jehovah, so 
made to see by faith Atm that is invisible, as I 
can no ways express. Blessed be the Lord for a 
capacity to enjoy it ! At other times, my inter- 
course is, in a peculiar manner, with God the 
Son : then the grandeur of Majesty is absorbed 
in pure love. 1 sink down into a boundless ocean 
of perfect love. O that I may improve to the 
uttermost these great privileges. 

My situation, ' from various causes, requires 
much of the presence of God— much Divine 
teaching, support, and comfort ; and, in tender 
mercy, he bestows it. But you must not con- 
clude that I have a perpetual sunshine. No ! I 
have sifting times , when every grain of grace is 
tried : diversified temptations prevail, and Divine 
comforts run in a low channel. These are 
L3 
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chseois, which the Lord shews me) T must endea- 
vour to fill up with faith and prayer. He sensibly 
Strengthens me to eudure 5 and thus kept, 1 soon 
emerge, I humbly hope, with some advantage : 
with fresh proofs of the Lord’s goodness ; with 
deeper convictions of my own weakness ? and with 
. clearer views of the suitability of Je$tis\ln all his 
mediatorial characters. How good, how tender, is 
our God ! Surely, as one whom his mother com- 
fortetb, so doth he deal with us.. And it is no 
small . mercy that we are not permitted to rest 
in present attainments. \ Perhaps this is one end 
that is answered by these changes we sometimes 
experience for the worse, according to our own 
apprehension } though I believe it is only an alte- 
ration in point of enjoyment, not of postmim t 
for I have found a degree of danger,, of sinking 
down too. muoh into the extatic sweets of present 
enjoyment^ when my soul was in its zenith of 
fellowship with the Triune God. It would be 
very desirable to feel the soul every moment 
ascending with an even flame } but I am doubt- 
ful whether the animal f ramekin its present state, 
can admit of this. 

. Surely “ It doth not yet appear what we shall 
be it is enough to know,, that when Christ 
shall “ appear, we shall be like him.” Hall, 
auspicious morn ! Till .then, let us press on, 
and with unabating vigour, nobly struggle through 
every difficulty. “ And yet a little while, and he 
that shall come, will come.” 

I enter into dear Miss Ritchie’s tender and 
acute feelings, when taking a retrospect of the 
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great loss she has sustained, by the departure of 
a justly dear and invaluable friend. Perhaps, the 
most costly sacrifice she ever offered up to Him, 
who claims and possesses all her heart. 1 have 
been uncommonly carried above almost every' 
painful thought and feeling, since Mr. W — left 
our world, by being allowed one invariable and 
delightful view of him, as worshipping before the 
throne. This keeps me perfectly alive to the 
full value of his character ; softens, and sweetly 
melts my heart ; and will, I trust, accelerate my 
motion heavenward. His death, 1 believe, has 
been made a blessing to many, by him whose 
prerogative it is to extract good from seeming 
evil. 

As I cannot always commahd my time, part of 
this was written some days ago. Since then, I 
have had a most precious view of a Triune Deity, 
which still remains with me, more clear than 
formerly. What an immense treasure is here , 
opened to the Christian by simple faith. In diver- : 
sified distress, how soothing, in our best times : 
what a splendid thought, to be surrounded with 
the Sacred Trinity ! “ It is mystery all !” The 
line of reason is too short to fathom the depth of 
his love : our understanding too limited to con- 
ceive properly ofits dignity. 

But my paper admonishes me that I must have 
done. Do you follow out the glorious theme, 
and enlarge upon it in your next ; which 1 hope 
to be able to answer sooner than I have done 
your last-. ' D, Maxwbll. 

hi 
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State of the nation at this period — spread of infidelity 
■ — war proclaimed with France — meetings for prayesf 
among Christians — Diary and correspondence con- 
tinued. 


Before we proceed to further extracts from her 
Ladyship’s writings, it may be proper briefly to 
advert to the state of the nation at this period, 
in order; to illustrate many of her subsequent 
allusions. This, indeed, will tend to shew, in 
awful contrast, the influence of infldel and* irre- 
ligious principles, when compared, with- the 
genuine tendency of the gospel of Christ, as dis- 
played in these volumes. To those conversant 
with the history of Europe, it will be readily 
remembered, that the most fearful convulsions 
were, at this time, threatening to shake the very 
/ basis of all civil, political, and ecclesiastical esta- 
blishments. The horrid principles, maintained 
by the atheistical and infldel philosophers of 
France, had already spread anarchy, devastation, 
and misery throughout every rank and order of 
her vast population. By the levelling influence 
of these degraded, and degrading principles, all 
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their religious houses had been suppressed— the 
property of the clergy confiscated — the clergy 
themselves deprived of all their judiciary func- 
tions — and the very plate of their churches con- 
verted into currency. Having thrown down the 
altar, they proceeded, with the most infatuated 
violence, to further outrage; and under the 
specious pretence of liberty and equality, abo- 
lished all titular distinctions, and feudal rights ;* 
and declared the kingly authority to be extinct. 
Having, further, endeavoured to eradicate front 
their minds all sense of moral responsibility,, and 
all apprehensions of a coming eternity — without 
law, and consequently without controul, they 
indulged, without remorse, the most savage and 
brutal passions ; and stood forth, before the 
astonished gaze of the world, a nation of lawless 
banditti. Besides a number of dreadful massaores 
at Paris, and elsewhere, in the course of the 
preceding year, the destructive guillotine was 
invented; and France was now covered with 
scaffolds, on which an immense quantity of blood 
was shed. To this blind and infuriated rage, 
during the present year, Louis XVI. first, and 
afterwards Marie Antoinette of Austria, his be- 
reaved widow, fell a sacrifice. And, as if deter- 
mined to carry their blasphemy to the most 

l 

• * On the 25th of August, 1702, the archives of the order; 
of St. Esprit, and the titles of nobility* enrolled in the con* 
vent of the Great Augustines, at Paris, with all the registered 
proofs of nobility, amounting to nearly 600 huge folios, 

. were publicly burned in the Place Vcndome, 

L 5 
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**ful degm of daring, and, if possible, dethrone 
Jeborah bhnself j on the seventh of the ensuing 
December, the public exercise of the national 
religion WM forbidden, and the worship of reason, 
liberty, and Other imaginary deities, established 
In its stead.* 


- * “ Ttlc raly iustuce in which infidel* of tmy description 
bare possessed the supreme power and government of a 
country, and have attempted to dispose of human happiness 
according to their own doctrines and wishes, is that of 
France, Since tbe beginning of the revolution. If we con- 
sider this government ns established over a nation, educated 
for ages to the belief and obedience of many doctrines of 
Christianity, and retaining, as to a great majority of the 
people, the habits formed by that education, the state of 
that nation will evince, beyond a question, that all which I 
have said [on the dreadful tendency Of infidelity,] is true, 
Without exaggeration. France, during this period, has 
tees* a theatre of crimes, which, after all preceding perpe- 
trations, hove excited in the mind of every spectator, 
amazement and horror. 'the miseries, suffered by that 
tingle nation, have changed all the histories of the pre- 
ceding sufferings of mankind into idle tales, and have been 
enhanced, and multiplied, without a precedent, without 
number, attd without name. The kingdom appeared to 
be changed into one great prison ; tbe inhabitants converted 
into felons, and the common doom of man commuted for 
the violence of the sword and the bayonet, tbe sucking boat, 
and the guillotine. To contemplative irten it seemed ftrr a 
season, as if the knelt of the whole nation was tolled, and 
the world summoned to its funeral. Within the short thne 
of ten years, net less than three ntilHom of human beings 
are supposed to have perished, in (hat single COOftKry, by - 
the influence of atheism.” W etc such principles universally 
prevalent, “ appetite would Change every man into a swine, 
and passion into a typer. Right would neither he acknow- 
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Happy would it have been for Britain had th4 
operation of these detestable principles been con- 
fined to the other side of the channel. But the 
infernal leaven which had, more or less, diffbsed 
itself through- every nation of Bnrope, was, at 
this period, banefully tainting the tnindfc and 
morals of multitudes in our own happy countty 
The infamous Paine, and his coadjutors, fcealouS 
in the service of infidelity, had given circulation 
to an astonishing number of volumes and pam- 
phlets j and addressing themselves, in artful lan- 
guage, to the passions and prejudices of the lower 
orders in society, too well succeeded in their 
diabolical purposes. Symptoms of insubordina- 
tion were manifested in different parts of the 
country* —apprehensions of insurrection created 
alarm j and the people of Britain, reflecting on 
the horrid outrages which had recently occurred 

1 edged, aorbefeb, n«r exist. Whatever was coveted weald 
be sought, and obtained, if it could be done with safety. 
Whatever was bated, would, so far as safety would permit, 
be hunted and destroyed. To deceive, to fraud, to betray, 
to maim, to torture, and to buteber, would be the comteoh 
employment, aAd the common sport. The dearest and meet 
venerable relatione would be violated by incestuous pol- 
lution ; and 'children, such of them l mean as were net east 
under a hedge, thrown into the sea, or dashed against the 
stones, would grow up without a home, without a parent, 
without s friend. The world would become one Vast den ; 
one immeasaraMe stye ; and the swine wad the wolf would 
to degraded, bya comparison with ha inhabitant*.” May 
God preserve Britain from the influence of stiefa infernal 
principles. 

Vide Dwight' t Theology explained, tf«. vol. 1, p, 61. 
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on the Continent, felt as if under the tremour of 
a general panic. 

r In addition to these affecting particulars, at the 
commencement of this year, war was proclaimed 
between England and France, and the nation 
was involved in all the calamities of a long and 
fearfully bloody contest. Great commercial dis- 
tress became almost universal ; and a full tide of 
bankruptcy setting in, swept away .the indepen- 
dence and. comfort of many a happy family. For 
several of the. following years, our island was 
menaced by its foreign enemies ; formidable 
preparations were made for invading its shores j 
and the public mind was thus long kept in a 
fearfully perturbed and agitated state. 

, Lady Maxwell, in common with other pious 
persons, recognised in all this the righteous go- 
vernment of God. She viewed these calamities 
as indications of his just displeasure. She la- 
mented the aboundings of infidelity and ungodli- 
ness ; and, contrasting these with the religious 
privileges which England enjoyed, she could not 
but fear the most alarming consequences. Under 
these apprehensions, she believed, that the salva- 
tion of our guilty land depended solely on the 
mercy and seasonable interposition of a gracious 
, God ; and that it Was the duty of Christians to 
seek for this mercy, by a general humiliation, and 
by.fervent prayer. She therefore endeavoured to 
•excite the (nous, of different denominations in 
-Edinburgh, to meet frequently together, in their 
respective places .of worship, for these express 
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purposes-; that, by prevailing intercession, every 
impending judgement might be averted. In this 
labour of true Christian patriotism, she was suc- 
cessful, and meetings for prayer were established 
in different places throughout the city. She also 
endeavoured to stimulate her correspondents, in 
distant parts, to engage in the same important 
duty ; and about this time a spirit of solemn in- 
tercession was diffused throughout the country. 
To the man who discards the Scriptures, and to 
the mere nominal professor, who considers not 
the blessings annexed to faithful prayer, all this 
may appear as useless and unavailing ; but the 
man who believes his Bible, and lives in the 
habit of prayer, will, at all times, under similar 
circumstances, place more dependence on the 
prayers of the faithful, than in the skill of our 
commanders — the number and valour of our 
armies — the vastness of our resources — or even 
in the wooden walls of Great Britain. “ The 
battle is not to the strong." “ Thus saith the 
Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in his -might , 
let not the rich man glory in his riches. But let 
him that glorieth, glory in this,' that he under- 
standeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord 
which exercise loving-kindness, judgement, and 
righteousness in the earth.” “ Put not your 
trust in princes, for vain is the help of man.” 
After these remarks we shall again recur to the 
Diary. ; - ♦ 

March 15. I have lately been favoured, with 
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repeated opportunities of shewing forth the dying 
love of Jesus. The last of them I found a sacred 
time j the place, a sacred spot ; the work, a 
sacred employment; — Deity felt nigh: yet no 
remarkable joy attended the Divine presence. 
These last two weeks I have been looking for, 
and hastening to, a more full enjoyment of perfect 
love. 1 look to be “ filled,” (as the Lord- hath 
promised) “ with the knowledge of bis will ; in all 
wisdom, and spiritual understanding ; that I may 
walk before him unto all pleasing.” O how 
ardently do I desire this ! It is only by faith, I 
know, that I can attain ; but here I am often 
foiled, and .day after day passes on with very 
little progress. These last days I have, through 
assistance from above, got through some import 
taut business. I see the band of the Lord in it, 
and endeavour to give him the glory but it is 
better blessings which I covet, and which he hath 
promised. Come, Lord, from above, fill and 
overflow my soul with thy pure love, and remove 
whatever hinders its full course. 

- April 19. Still I have to record the loving^ 
kindness of the Lord ; yet not In that degree 1 
long for. I would be thine, O Lord ! I would, 
thou knowest, be altogether thine. Come, then, 
holy God, and work mors powerfully in me, and 
by me. Give a stronger testimony from thy 
Spirit, for the work wrought in me. My happiest 
moments are when I believe it, and simply live 
by faith : but from this point, I am drawn many 
times by the subtle devices of the adversary, and 
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the multifarious business in which I am engaged* 
yet all with a view to duty. Lord* increase my 
faith. I found* this week, the word preached 
from* “ Walk before me, and be thou perfect,” 
blessed to me. But my experience is so far short 
of mv desires* as proves sometimes matter of 
grief : yet, when 1 consider my unprofitableness 
and unfaithfulness* I have cause to be thankful 
for a j^rain of grace. Yesterday, a national fast : 
I felt something of the spirit of the occasion. 1 
was truly desirous of mourning for a guilty nation, 
and for myself 5 andJelt humbled on my own 
account. This day I felt disposed to lie low before 
God, yet to plead for great things* because Jesus 
hath purchased them for all that believe and obey 
him. I would be all life, light, love, power. O 
Lord, is any thing too hard for Thee ! 

May 31 . Prince 9 s-street. The Lord has in 
mercy heard my requests, for he has turned my 
captivity, and put a song of praise in my mouth. 
“ O to grace how great a debtor.” Since the 
17 th instant, my God has done much for me. He 
has provided my present habitation as a temporary 
provision, till the house I have taken for some 
years, if spared* be ready for me* I literally 
knew not where to lay my head: but 1 looked, 
unto the Lord* and he heard and answered. O 
that I may glorify him l In the many difficulties 
attending my double removal* he hath supported ; 
afld since I came here* has outdone my expeor 
tatibna* both as to health of body and mind. 1 
atn a wonder unto myself ; but it is the doing of 
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the Lord, and truly marvellous in my eyes. He 
gave me repeated tokens for good before I left 
my last house. According to my desires, he sent 
his ministering servants repeatedly ; and much 
prayer was offered up : and here also, I have en- 
joyed that privilege, time after time. In the course 
of these eight days, the Lord has been with us of 
a truth, and made it a refreshing time. Beyond 
my hopes, he carried me from here several miles 
on Sunday last, to commemorate the dying love 
■of Jesus ; and truly he made it a memorable time. 
My God shone upon his work in my soul, and 
greatly brightened my evidences for perfect love. 
Jesus made himself known afresh to me in the 
breaking of bread : and when I tasted the cup, a 
Divine sensation seemed to overspread lny soul, 
and even affect-my body. 1 seemed surrounded 
with the heavenly host. Satan made a bold push 
to disturb my heaven of indescribable enjoyment ; 
but a stroke of Omnipotence drove him far away. 
What can. I render unto the Lord for his good- 
ness ! 

August 23. Still -I have to record the loving- 
kindness of the Lord, which, though much greater 
than I deserve, is still far short of my desires. 
On Sunday last, in public, I found my soul 
sensibly strengthened and confirmed in the ways 
.of God; my heart lifted up, and encouraged to 
press on with respect to sanctification, notwith- 
standing the poorness of my progress and at- 
tainments. 'lie moment 1 allow one thought 
that would encourage a doubt of the work, I feet 
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like a citywithout gates ; without defence against 
the adversary ; as a ship without its rudder ; yea, 
so feeble, that the weakest blast would overset 
me. On the contrary, every direct act of faith 
for the blessing is instantly followed with strength 
of-soul, serenity of mind, and a sweet testimony 
from on high to the work wrought. Yea, I feel 
as a garrison well fortified ; able, through faith 
in Jesus, to turn the enemy from the gate. But 
I want a stronger evidence, from the fruit of 
the Spirit, as a corroborating witness. Give it, 
O Lord, for thy Name’s sake. I feel a deep 
consciousness of my weakness, ignorance, un* 
faithfulness, unfruitfulness, which is sometimes 
discouraging. 

October 11, Friday. Of a truth my God has 
dealt bountifully with me since my last. I ven- 
tured to ask a token for good, before I left my 
temporary habitation in Edinburgh, and he in 
much mercy granted my desire repeatedly.' 
Monday evening, in public, God the Father, and 
Son, drew sensibly nigh, and favoured me with 
sweet fellowship, and opened my mouth, to praise 
him. He not only permitted me to dwell upon 
the sweet subject of his great kindness to me, 
at the time, in my own mind, but constrained ^ 
me to tell those that love him what he had done 
for my soul. And on Tuesday, O how graciously 
did my heavenly Father deal with me, while 
conversing with a minister of Christ : he opened 
his liberal band, and gave largely to both; it 
was a memorable time. O how good is God to 
the souls that, seek him. Yet, in the evening, 

v. 
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temptation prevailed, and my soul was grieved : 
hot still my God continued his kindness. I felt 
ashamed, and fled afresh to the blood of sprink- 
ling. Wednesday was a day of trial and varie- 
gated temptation : I endeavoured to flee into my 
strong bold, that the Lord might lift up a standard. 
In the evening, came to my* new habitation, 
(Bmanouni), which I trust the Lord has pro- 
vided for me. It is mott certain he would pot 
permit me to go to another I had in view, and 
wished tobave. He so evidently shewed me that 
it would be contrary to his will, 1 was obliged to 
desist. Since the time 1 fixed on this place, 
(though at first he made every mountain of dif- 
ficulty melt into a mole-hill,) it has beena source 
of trouble and vexation : but since I came toil, 
he has made it a sweet habitation. 1 asked# 
mark Of his favour, and in mercy, the niorning 
after J came here, he granted my request repeat- 
edly, both in seoret prayer and in reading the 
Scriptures. He has indeed given me precious 
seasons ; delightful communion with heaven ; in- 
effable sweetness diffused through my souljuBivine 
peace and comfort in private, family, and secret 
duties. Surely, “ where the SpirfctafahqiLord 
is, there is liberty.” One temptation sriuchlhad 
long laboured under, he seems entirely to have re- 
moved. O that I may be humble, and thankful, 
and enabled to improve to tbe uttermost the 
loving-kindness of the Lord. O that it may in- 
crease. Still I see the necessity , of living by 
faith ,* especially for sanctification. 

November 1. Since the Utb of October, 
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words would fail to tell of the goodness of. the 
Lord, in public and private, at home and abroad, 
in the house, and by the way. Not in- exemption 
from temptation ; no, bnt in support and comfort 
under it, and in deliverances' from it ; in repeated 
manifestations of his love and power; and in 
sweet fellowship with tbe Father and the Som 
r At one time, while enduring a flood of tempta- 
tion, Jehovah drew so nigh, appeared so clear 
to the eye of faith, so penetrated my soul with 
8 sense of ids presence, as might well excite my 
•wonder, love, and praise. He so confounded 
the powers of darkness, so sensibly lifted up a 
standard, as made all within confess a present 
God ; • and ho has- thus abode with me ever since, 
though not always with -the same degree of love, 
joy, or freedom from temptation : yet so, as 
often made me involuntarily to express these 
words : “ Blessed are die pure la heart, for they 
Shall see God.” In the view of leaving home 
for a week or two, and travelling for health, I 
earnestly asked a token for good, and he conde- 
scended to give it, after I had called iny family 
together, to request his blessing upon those that 
went, and those that were to remain. He pre- 
served man and beast, carried through diffi- 
culties, disappointed fears, gave courage to own 
him and his cause in different parts, and with 
different denominations : and favoured me with 
numberless opportunities for attempting the spi- 
ritual and temporal good of my fellow-creatures, 
and gave power to embrace them. The issue Is 
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left with Him, who knows the end from the 
beginning; and who can make the feeblest 
means effectual for the greatest ends. And now, 
in tender mercy, he bath brought me home, 
having .infinite cause to say, not only that he is the 
Hearer of prayer ; but that “ God is love.” But I 
feel much cause to regret, that I come so far short 
in all ; that I do not make greater progress, 
When so highly favoured. O Lord, remove the 
cause, that the effect may cease. My soul longs 
for greater nearness to God ; for moire power to 
glorify and enjoy him ; for more extensive, use- 
fulness; for more holiness ; a clearer witness for 
the enjoyment of that pure love, that casts out 
fear ; and for more power to live by faith. 

December 22, Friday. Still my God continues 
and increases bis kindness to a creature Un- 
worthy of it. On Thursday the 14th, he con- 
descended to give me a sweet manifestation of 
the Holy Trinity ; and a very clear perception of 
the personality of the blessed Spirit: more so 
than for a long time past. This view of the whole 
Godhead was attended with a Divine sweetness, 
and has been continued ever since ; so that I 
have felt .surrounded with Deity : and the tes- 
timony of the Spirit for sanctification has at 
times been peculiarly clear ;. more especially just 
after conversing with a minister upon the subject, 
and simply expressing my ideas of it, both as a 
doctrine, and as experienced in a small measure 
.in my own soul, through the great goodness of 
.my God, and for the sake of his adorable Soy, 
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O that I may be made faithful, and enabled to 
press on for every degree of it, attainable in the 
body. Last evening, the Lord shone peculiarly 
clear upon his work in general, and gave me 
some comfortable hope that I was not standing 
still, as I feared. This was after many appli- 
cations to the Hearer of prayer, to quicken my 
pace ; and after many times lamenting my short- 
comings, and fearing I was making no prdgress. 
O that I could love, and serve, a thousand times 
more, my gracious and compassionate heaveply 
Father. Lord, increase my ability ; increase my 
faith. I feel a growing sense of the littleness 
of all earthly things, and the solemn weight and 
importance of those belonging to eternity : also, 
ofrnbe uncertainty and shortness of time, and 
thengreat necessity of improving it; and feel 
strongly drawn to dll up every precious moment 
with something valuable. I have much cause 
to praise the Lord for many mercies, spiritual 
and temporal ; and, among others, for a longer 
measure of health, since 1 came to Rosemount, 
than «m» a long tiriae before. O that I may use 
if for him who gives it. Truly he is the God that 
perfornieth all things for me ; and my trust is 
not in AnaariA .of flesh, but in himself, whoso 
often disappoints my fears. 1 look that he will 
cause me to end this year, and begin the new 
one, with much. of the Divine presence. 
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LETTER LXXVII. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

January- 10, 1703. 

I take the opportunity of a frank to send a few 
lines to my friend, whose last was most accept- 
able. I trust onr gracious God still continues bis 
kind and most seasonable support in the midst 
of various distressing circumstances; and thereby 
enables you not only to stand in the evil day, 
but to glory in your infirmities, that the power 
of the adorable Saviour may rest upon you ; that 
his love may fill and overflow your soul. 

t§ O lore, how cheering is thy ray, 

Alt pain before thy presence flies. M 

I am pleased with your accounts of Mrs.G — ; 
I hope my letter to her, inclosed in my last to 
you, came safe to hand. . I feel muck liberty in 
pleading that you, and those who join with you, 
may be enabled to wrestle in mighty prayer ; and 
seem to anticipate your victory. I rejoice that 
you are returned to your place again; this will 
strengthen the hands of many, and confirm their 
feeble knees, who might otherwise have been 
turned out of the way. And, O, how pleasing to 
God, to see his dear children steadfast and im- 
moveable in trying times ; especially those who 
have been long in the way, and who have borne 
the heat and burthen of the day. To prevent this, 
satan has had recourse to these painful tempta- 
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tions you mention ; hoping thereby to fix all your 
attention upon your own soul, and so lessen your 
sphere of usefulness. But blessed be our com- 
passionate High Priest, who hath counteracted all 
his malicious designs against you, and put a song 
of praise in your mouth. 

. I hare much cause to praise a God of lore, for 
his kindness to me, since I wrote last. Sweet 
and repeated have been the precious manifes- 
tations. of his love ; of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost : sometimes together, and at others, dis- 
tinct communications of grace, from each Sacred 
Person. Since last week, in the class-meeting, 
I seem to have anchored more sensibly within the 
vail. The eye of my soul has been invariably 
fixed upon Jehovah, and his eye most sensibly 
fixed on me. I surely have this evidence of purity : 
** I do see God." Yet I have not, I think, such' 
a strong testimony of the Spirit as I sometimes 
have had, when my views of God were pot so 
clear. At times, l have very humbling views of 
self, and should sink very low, but for that faith 
that realizes unseen thiugs, and shews me where 
1 stand. Perhaps these exercises of mind, that sp 
empty one of self in every shape, are preparatory 
to greater and deeper entrances into the depths 
of Deity. 

“I do dwell alone.” These words, ope day, 
lately, came very seasonably to my mind, as 
being the ease with God’s Israel of old, when 
tried with various temptations, and among 
others, that of standing alone. I seem to have 


Digitized by Google 



210 


THS LIFE OF 


none with me. I have indeed a lonely path ; but 
blessed be my heavenly Father, 1 have the Sacred 
Three with me. My heart expands with desire 
for more of God j and for greater usefulness to 
his people. I would more than ever fill up every 
moment with, - and for God.' Assist me, my 
friend : O let us pray always and never faint. 
The state of public aflairs tries me much. I fly 
unto my God, and cry that he would yet continue 
our glorious privileges. But I must finish/ May he 
' continually surround you, and keep you as in the 
hollowpf his hands, prays your friend in Jesus, 

D. Maxwell, 

. 

LETTER LXXVIII. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

March 22, 1793. 

Bear Mrs. Johnson’s letter written in the spirit, 
was, I hope, perused in it. I feel, both my need, 
and the value, of a spiritual friend. Your de- 
termination I wish ever to abide by : “ To have 
no fellowship with any, but in the Spirit.” O 
may that Holy Spirit knit our thankful hearts 
more closely to our Living Head, the sacred 
source of calm repose. ‘All the dealings of the 
Lord with me, for the last twelve months past, 
have been very self -humbling. Many, very many, 
gripping seasons 1 have had, which seem to dis- 
cover, more and more, the depth of the fall. 1 
have indeed nothing whereof to boast, nothing 
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bmb ifei I bmreemed. I azn made truly cm%» 
saoftaof my poverty-end helplessness; tine, keeps 
aw, perhaps, more sensible of my dependence 
than ! shouldothetwise be; andcveatea, and keeps 
up, such a hungering and thirsting after huger 
measures of the Divine life, after God; and the 
possession of all bis communicable fatness, as I 
cannot express. It mightily endears a Saviour 
t&me: hie suitability I deeply feel; that my 
whole soul rests on him. Added to this, is the. 
appointment, or at least, permission, by him who 
cannot err, of every possible modification of 
temptation ; with 'a view, I doubt not, to pro* 
mote tiie great Mid salutary purpose of drawing 
me mere and move out of self, and sinking’ me 
deeper *od deeper into Deity; till lost in the 
boundless ocean of love. Bat my seeeipta age so 
fer short of my vast desires, that perhaps i am not 
always so thankful, or so. sensible, as I ought to be, 
of what I have already received. My Ged ia still 
most sensibly enforcing the necessity of living 
by simple faith; and indeed it is never better 
with me than when I do ; every act brings in 
an increase. But the combined powers, of dark* 
ness uniformly oppose this mode of firing. I 
trust my gracious God will give me ft fuller 
deliverance. Assist’ me- with your prayers, till I 
obtain. I have- alt tiroes such glorious views of 
staking into Jehovah, and of what hois able to do 
for me, as I cannot explain ; of such holy near- 
ness to, and fellowship with Jfesus, as is pkasaag. 
to experience: more especially, when considered 
Vot. II. M 
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u foretastes of what shall be shortly ray perma* 
aent 'experience. The Scriptures do so help, so 
strengthen and comfort, in all my various situ- 
ations of soul, as is matter of great thankfulness. 
Forgive this minute detail. 

- I bless the Lord, who deals not only tenderly, 
but bountifully with you ; and will, no doubt, 
in every case shew you the most excellent way. 
-He calls at present for a costly sacrifice, .which 
^ you will doubtless offer freely, upon that altar 
which sanctifies the gift. 

I am pleased to hear that Mrs. G — still stands, 
and I hope you will remember me to her. Tell 
her, from me, that she is called, in a peculiar 
manner, in these very trying times, to stand firm, 
as a wall of brass, and as an iron pillar strong, in 
every difficulty. And thus, having endured temp- 
fetion, she shall inherit the blessings annexed>to 
the promises. I hope you will have wisdom 
given you from ahove ; more aqd more be enabled 
to glorify your God, though in the fires ; and in- 
crease daily in usefulness to his church and people, 
i I see that yoar present situation is both critical 
arid difficult, and I endeavour to hold it up to your 
God daily, who has fitted you for it ; and who 
will make you more than conqueror, through the 
blood of the Lamb. Go, then, thou servant of 
God, in his strength, and thy God will be with 
thee.; and level every mountain, and raise every 
valley. He has given a large sphere of. use- 
gplness' at this time, but satan ,will dispute 
^tfery inch of ground t yet fear not ; he shall fall 
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like Dagon before the ark; only be tbou very 
courageous for the Lord thy God. Forgive the 
liberty of thus writing, but I feel pressed in 
spirit to do it. Remember the weakness of the 
writer, and, believe me, your friend in the best 
bonds, D. Maxwbll. 


1794. 


Diary , and Correspondence continued. 

January 3. The year 1793 is fled — it is num- 
bered, and returned.to him who gave it. Tell me, 
O my soul, what report has it carried with it as 
to thee ? Could it say that it was thy constant 
desire and attempt to improve it for eternity ?— 
for the glory of God, the good of thy fellow- 
creatures, and ' thy own best interest ? What 
shall 1 say? O my God, if my heart do not de- 
ceive me, in a very low degree this has beenthe 
case. In all I have failed, but still at all this I have 
aimed. Upon a retrospect, I find much cause to 
thank my God, for mercies more in number than 
the hairs of my head, spiritual and temporal s 
for precious manifestations of Divine love and 
power ; for various discoveries of the will of God ; 
various teachings of the Holy Spirit, more espe- 
cially respecting faith as to sanctification ; and 
for much countenance in my attempt to live bp 
M 2 


Digitized by Google 


£44 TBM Lin ov 

faith ; for man; remarkable and speedy return* 
to prayer for myself and others ; for many in- 
terpositions in my behalf in troublesome eases* 
and perplexing business y for dear discoveries of 
the sacred Trinity — of the personality of the 
Holy Ghost ; .for much sweet fellowship with the 
Father* and the. Son ; for some little success in 
my feeble attempts to promote the spiritual good 
of othdTs, especially Christians; for power to 
make many exertions* above my own strength* 
both in speaking* acting* and writing ; for assist- 
ance in pecuniary matters* whereby I could 
more largely help others, &c. &e. When all 
these mercies* O my God* my wondering soul 
surveys, what humble* grateful love* should fill 
my heart ! 

' March 7- Of a truth my God has been good 
to me since the 28th of February. . On Sunday* 
I partook of the supper of the Lord* and upon 
the whole* the Lord was good to me j though 
not so much in the way of joy. On Monday 
evening, in public* the Lord Jesus surprised me 
With a glorious; visit. With the Father also* I 
had fellowship j but the precious manifestation 
was' in a more peculiar manner with the Son. 
For a long time past* my intercourse has been 
toore sensibly with Jehovah himself; yet* through 
t&6 medium of the Son : there is no other way 
of access to the Father. O how altogether lovely 
did Jesus appear ! How inexpressibly sweet his 
love! Words fail to express either; but his 
presence* I,may say, constitutes my heaven. ' In 


Digitized by Google 



DARCY, LADY MAXWELL. 245 

'private, the same night, this goodness was re- 
peated ; and, through the week, my God seemed 
to bring and keep me near to himself ; under- 
neath, tod around were spread the everlasting 
arms. Bat I feel surprised, and grieved, that 1 
am not more remarkably changed into the Divine 
image, by those frequent and delightful manifes- 
tations of his loVe. O, my God, roil away my 
reproach in this respect ! and enable me to the 
utmost, to take the mould Divine— ifor the glory 
of thy Name, the profit of my fellow-creatures, 
and -the comfort of my own soul. O let every 
intermediate space be filled up with an increase 
<tf every grace of thh Holy Spirit ! Fears, as to 
public affairs, have increased, and yet liberty to 
plead with God concerning them continues. Lord 
<*od Omnipotent, arise and work for our safety; 
and O take not the gospel from us j permit us 
not to foil into cruel hands! Send a spirit of 
reformation and conversion plentifully down upon 
us, and stir up thy children to prayer. 

April 11. The goodness of my God continues, 
with the addition of a keener edge on my spirit, 
to increase With all the increase of the Lord. On 
last Sabbath, a song of praise was put in my 
mouth. I felt rejoicing in my God in social 
prayer, and Christian conference. Qn Monday, 
Jehovah felt very nigh all day j yet I was ex- 
ercised with painful temptations all the while. 
On Wednesday evening, -it was a sweet rime iii 
public ; and on Thursday, at home, my God dis- 
appointed my fears, and opened my mouth to 

M 3 
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tell of hit goodness to those that fear him. O 
bow gracious is he to an unworthy creature ! In 
the course of these last eight days, he has given 
me many opportunities of acting for him, which 
is the delight of my soul. O that he may bless 
my feeble efforts for his dear Son’s sake. Many 
of my requests, of late, he has answered, and 
gives me liberty to plead for all I want. He has 
repeatedly refreshed my soul, and strengthened 
my hands, by hearing of the success of the gospel 
in various parts, and among various denoiuina<> 
tions, abroad and at home. O that 'a little one 
may become a thousand. These accounts, in our 
present awful situation, are peculiarly gratifying. 
I have also been refreshed by bearing of the 
steadfastness and prosperity of individuals, whose 
spiritual welfare I have at heart, especially minis., 
ters. My God still continues to teach me thd 
useful lesson of living by faith, particularly as to 
sanctification ; but it is a difficult lesson. In all 
I come short. Help me. Holy Father, to press 
on with renewed vigour ; increase my faith ; fill, 
yea fill with faith, and with the Holy Ghost. 

May 23. Yet again 1 am permitted to render 
thanks to my God for his goodness, in allowing 
me to enter his gates frequently, and also to 
prove it good to be there : in comforting me in 
private by his, word and his Spirit j disappointing 
my fears repeatedly, and strengthening me for 
what he called for from me. He still teaches me 
the necessity of living by faith, and gives me to 
feel, in a measure, the happy effects of it, by its 
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sweetly solemnizing my mind ; it brings power 
into my soul, with comfort and sensible evidence 
of bis work in me, more especially as it respects 
holiness. O, wbo can tell the valne of faith 1— 
Lord, increase it, and a power to live by it. I 
find I need more patience with myself. I am 
ashamed and grieved that I make so little, if any 
progress. These last eight days my mind has been , 
pained on this account. I come so very far short 
of what I would be, and may be. Lord, remove 
the cause, and let the effects cease. O refresh my 
soul with a ceaseless shower of thy grace ! 1-pant 
to live more to thee - ; to feel a more entire union 
with Deity ; to have stronger and more constant 
testimony of thy Spirit, both from the witness 
and fruit of what thou bast done for me, and in 
me. I want every moment to be found in the 
work of faith, the labour of love, and die patience 
of hope ; and to experience a greater equality of 
spirit, temper, and affection. 

June 13. Again I am galled to make known 
tbe loving-kindness of the Lord to his dust and 
ashes, and likewise to testify of my own short* 
comings in all things. In general, sinoe the 6th, 
1 have been favoured with much sweet fellowship, 
with God the Father. This, I have proved a 
source of delightful enjoyment, in the midst of 
various things that bad a tendency to unhinge. 1 
have had some stripping season's. Felt poverty 
of spirit, and also proved the good effects of it, 
and of endeavouring to live by simple faith on 
these trying occasions. How pleasing to the 
M 4 
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Lord, and hour much countenanced byhimT Urn 
Monday last, especially ia the evening, I felt much 
' weighed down from a sense -of.unfmitfuhre 9 B and 
wfuthfalneK, though sasreunded with nanny 
privileges, that should produce every degree of 
sptritualproApecity. While I mused and mourned, 
God the Esther and Son drew remarkably near, 
gave a glorious view, and likewise a taste of that 
nearness to, and full union with Deity, that is my 
privilegc, aud his will concerning me: that state 
of soul where 

“ Mto a «h«4 doth arise to darieni the dries, 

Or hide tor a saameut the Lord from my eyes.” 

In short, it felt the most simple, and also the 
most pure state of enjoymentythat language' can 
describe. O to ‘feel it every moment ! 

July 4. Since the SJfth of June, I have en- 
joyed much nearness to the Father, and sweet 
believing views of his work in my soul. I have 
also had severe and ftirious attacks from die 
powers of darkness; much weakness of body, 
with various trying exercises of mind ; yet can 
truly say, ' in straits my God has been a pre- 
sent aid; disappointing my fears, and some* 
times exceeding my expectations 5 perfecting his 
strength in my weakness, according to his pro- 
mise ; enabling me to strengthen the brethren, 
and to epjoy the privilege of die communion of 
Mints; preserving, in seasons of danger, and 
giving opportunities for serving the interests of 
my fellow-creatures, both spiritual and temporal. 
But I have much cause to grieve for not profiting 
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faore; for not making greater progress in the 
good way j for not bringing more glory to God j 
more profit and comfort to others. Truly I feel 
I am an unprofitable servant. The Lord is God, 
not man ; therefore) he bears with me. Q, my 
God, must I always make my moan ! O hasten 
the time when thou shalt greatly enlarge my 
capacity to lovfe, serve, and glorify thee. 

August 7* Since the 25th July, it has been a 
time of close trial, both in body and mind. The 
fiery darts of the adversary have been very keenly 
pointed. Weakness of nerves and spirits have 
added to my painful feelings, and by all these 
things my joyous sensations have been very 
sensibly decreased. Faith in Jesus has been my 
only resource, with sweet views of God the Father, 
at times ; who has set before me the many de- 
liverances he has wrought for me in times past : 
and he who hath been with me in six troubles, 
will not forsake me in the seventh. Yet still ( 
am distressed. 1 feel my spiritual poverty. Lord, 
undertake for me ; and yet let me see thy loving- 
kindness in the land of the living. Fill with that 
faith, which 

“ —pain and death defies, 

Most vigorous when the bftdy dies.” 

Hezekiah’s message from die prophet, who, by 
Divine command, desired him to set his house 
in order, for he must die, is often impressed on 
my mind. O that I may live toGod while ! live, 
and- die to God when I die. 

M 5 
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October 24. Yesterday, I returned from a 
journey south, for health. 1 have cause to praise 
the Lord, my healer, who g$ve much freedom 
from bodily complaints while from home; pre- 
servation of man and beast ; — deliverance in 
danger ; — often disappointed my fears gave 
sweet visits from on high ; — communion of saints ; 
hearing the gospel preached; — many opportu- 
nities for the spiritual and temporal good of my 
fellow-creatures ; — supplied my temporal wants, 
and brought home in peace. He preserved all I 
left behind, and disappointed the evil designs of 
others against me in my absence. If thqr really 
meant evil, they were returning evil for good : in 
either case I would wish them well. The few 
trials I met with on the road, I was supported 
under; and soon, by prayer, delivered from. 
Since my return^ the enemy has attempted in 
various ways to disturb my peace ; but mine eyes 
are unto the Lord, and my daily cry is for more 
f%ith ; and power, every moment, to conquec 
through it ; with more of the fruit of the Spirit, 
and a clear testimony, by the witness of it, for 
sanctification. I fmd it difficult to live every 
moment by faith ; yet, without this, I cannot 
continually realize the presence of Qod, and be all 
attention constantly to an indwelling Deity. [ 
have been long learning this important lesson : 
but, O how little my progress, aud how conde- 
scending my God, Who still continues to teach 
me, and to bear with me ! His goodness is in- 
expressible. The keen force of satanic tempta- 
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Uon, of late; has borne bard upon me. O to be 
filled with that pure, perfect love, that casteth out 
all fear ! ; 1 

November 28. Since last date, my God bas 
dealt so bountifully with me, and I feel so much 
of my own unworthiness and unfaithfulness, that 
I am not only lost in wonder, love, and praise, 
but also in confusion. I loathe myself when thus 
my God 1 see. He has condescended to allow 
me much sweet communion with himself, and 
with 'his dear Son ; more especially since last 
Sabbath morning. I desired to meet my God, 
and truly 1 was not disappointed. Jehovah drew 
so remarkably nigh, as to arrest, as it were, not 
only the powers of my mind, but also of my body. 
The former was fixed in deep attention, with a 
penetrating consciousness of the Divine presence: 
the latter felt as almost immoveable, while an 
indescribable solemnity, and sweet serenity, over- 
spread my mind. The Lord shone upon his 
word, and my soul. In his light I saw light. 
I found Jehovah » the pillar upon which my 
soul rests : his Name the strong tower into 
which I run and find safety and comfort. O that 
his goodness may be improved to the utmost, 
and returned in living, holy obedience. Since 
that time I have had lasting communion with 
him, though far short of what 1 want. The 
day following, he made my cup to run over, 
partly from a prospect of increasing usefulness 
and partly by the countenance he gave upon its 
opening, by inclining others to unite in the 
attempt. O that the event may shew it is of God. 
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December 12. . Still) through mercy, I can 
record the goodness of my God* On Sunday 
last, in public) from a sermon on “ This is the 
will of God, even your tanctijiectfum,” I enjoyed 
a precious time. The Lord shone .on his work 
in my soul, and, by" die aid of the Holy Spirit, 
1 could clearly trace the effects of sanctification, 
both on the superior faculties of the soul, — *the 
understanding, the will, conscience, and memory ; 
and also on the inferior faculties, the passions 
including love, hatred, grief, joy, fear, desire, 
Ac. &c. j likewise the appetites. I never remem- 
ber to have had mere evidence from the fruit 
of the Spirit- than on this memorable occasion : 
ao true is it, that we can only see light in God’s 
light, or know the things: freely given us of God. 

— ♦ 

LETTER LXXIV. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

j February 5, 1794. 

Having the favour of a frank for Mrs.’ C— , I 
gladly embrace the opportunity to acknowledge 
the receipt of dear Mrs. Johnson’s valuable letter, 
dated Dec. 1*2, 1793. The contents of your, letters 
are peculiarly suited to my spiritual appetite. I 
bless our gracious God, who deals so' tenderly, 
ao bountifully with you. 1 think you may say, 
.though poor and iisehle yourself, « 

“ MyLnhl is all the world to me. 

And ali tny sou) is lore/' , 
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O'kt w prate kin for hi* unspeakable kind- 
ness. 

Since my last, he has given me sweet com- 
munion with himself end bis dear Son, through 
the Spirit, and increases it, drawing me nearer 
to Deity. The enemy bas withstood me greatly ; 
bat my God lifts up a standard, and is near to 
me.' I hope, in a small measure, I may say with 
De Renty, “ I carry about with me an expe- 
rimental verity, and” sometimes, ** a plenitude 
of the presence of the Sacred Trinity.” I do not 
know whether in my last I mentioned, that my 
God, some time ago, condescended to give me a 
glorious view of the Holy Three; which has 
continued ever since. O that while permitted to 
gaze at this grand object, I may be, a thousand 
times more than ever, changed into the Divine 
image. This ie my ardent desire, (hat every ma- 
nifestation may prove of an asehntlmting nature ; 
that as far as butnanity will admit, I may be all 
Jight, all life, all love, all deep humility. O what 
a soul-transporting thought, in the midst of 
present weakness, ignorance, aud many humi- 
liating circumstances, that yet a little while, and 
we shall drop this vile body, and be all like God; 
and dwell for ever with him, and with our ador- 
able Jesus ; and bade in the bright beams of re- 
deeming love. When millions of millions of yean 
.shall be past and gone, sttibone vast eternity will 
be before ns. Amaeing, that dust end ashes 
should be thus, honoured ; It is mystery all ! U is 
mercy boundless 4 Well, , let the thoughts of 
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such astenisbing bliss support sad even raise 
us aboveevery present pressure.. 

In the midst of all this great kindness* my 
God hath given me lately, a constant senate of 
my, short-comings, of my spiritual poverty : this 
deeply pervades my whole soul ; it is past ex- 
pression. My only relief is in flying by faith to 
Jesus ; there I bathe me in his bleeding side, 
and clothe me with his righteous robe, to cover 
my naked soul ; and endeavour to believe, till) 
faith brings in more love, &c. ; till his Spirit sets 
his seal to the wprk wrought in me, notwith- 
standing my conscious emptiness ; and thus I 
am strengthened by getting out of self. ' 

■ My heart is so enlarged to the poor, especially 
the Lord’s poor, that I am in danger of making 
myself poor. I find the more I am found in this 
labour of love, the more the Lord finds out ways 
and opportunities for i,t \ and sometimes causes 
others, even the most unlikely, to assist me. 
O it is a sweet work, to be eyes to the blind, 
feet to the lame, &c. I should rather say, O it 
is sweet to act for my God ; to give to the Lord, 
through the- medium of his own poor precious 
people. 

My mind is much tried as to public affair»: 
A wonderful spirit of prayer seems poured upon 
me, that our country, our gospel, &c. &c. may 
he.preserved. ;I enjoy liberty in pleading, that 
we may not be given Up into .tbe hands of our 
enemies 5 but have no promise as yet. I tremble 
; fpr thf ark. How do you feel withregardto these 
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, matters? Has Mr. H — arrived ? Theyoung man 
at Hope Chapel is doing well ; things look better. 

I hare ventured to write freely to some of the 
preachers respecting the present appearances 
among them ; which they forgive, and tell me, 
that die Lord is still doing great things in- dif* 
ferent places. Write me soon, and refresh my 
heart, and strengthen my hands ; by prayer,- in 
secret, and in your bands, and classes. O 'faithful 
prayer, what may not be done by it. An increase 
of every spiritual blessing be your portion ; 
prays your friend in Jesus, ■ 

D. Maxwkljl. 

LETTER LXXX. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

RosemourU , June 17, 1794. ■ 
Dear Mrs. Johnson is upon my mind daily at a 
throne of grace, but still an embargo has been 
laid upon my {ten. What a mercy is the mutual 
benefit, by the exchange of a letter now and 
then, when our Almighty Friend graciously 
permits. O, who is a God like unto our God?' 
Since 1 wrote last, 1 have experienced much of 
the Divine goodness — much indescribably sweet 
nearness to, and sinking into Jehovah : holy fel* 
lowsbip with the Father, and the Son, which 
sinks self into nothing. My God is ever with 
me : O how (condescending ? 1 feta neither ex- 1 
' press, nor explain it, but' it- is Well known to 
my friend. With all this, l am kept little and 
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poor, in ray otvn eyes 5 experience many stripping 
seasons, and spring-tides of painful temptations 
from (Jm powers of darkness; I believe these 
enlarge my receptive powers ; for frequently, 
soon after, there is such an influx of Deity, such 
•glorious displays of future glory, as fibs with 
wonder, and love, and silent adoration. I Add 
the truth of these words, “ Israel shall dwell 
alone.” - 1 meet with few that understand my 
language ; and if they did, ( often find that words 
cannot convey an adequate idea of the work, 
and ways of the Lord, in these inner and. higher 
walks of (he Christian life. And, yet, I seem so 
far short of what the Lord often shews me is my 
privilege, in point ofcqjoyment, and conformity 
to the Divine image, that 1 feel ashamed;, and 
grieve because tny progress is so small. Help me 
to get forwards. 1 sometimes think, that the ab- 
stract of my life is a continual passing through the 
veil of outward things, and gasping to live more 
fully m Clqd. I am kept in perpetual pursuit of 
higher attainments, that I may be capacitated 
to bring more glory to God, as well as to enjoy 
him more. How clearly is the grand prize set 
before me! Almost every morning my soul is 
fired and filled with a holy ambition; for the foil 
possession of every purchased and promised 
Cleaning; but stiM, I do not attain; restless, re- 
signed, I wait for it. I long now, to find words 
suficisnriy plain to convince yon, how poor, 
how unworthy; how unfruitful I am. The Lord 
knows it, and I fieel it; yet cannot properly 
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describe it; tot tog you 'trill do me ^be justice 
to believe it. 

1 still feel much on account of public affairs j 
what adds to my suffering, is, the mast-pierc- 
ing coQridtkws of the astonishing long-suffer- 
ing, patience, and goodness of the Lord. This 
penetrates my inmost soul, makes me blush and 
be ashamed, to -entreat far our guilty land. 1 so 
feel the weight of the iniquity of us all; and 
have such views of his consummate wisdom, and 
boundless love, that I am silent before' him; and 
sink into his will. Yet again, when I take a view 
of the distress of my fellow-countrymen ; what 
we* are exposed to, what variegated misery, &c, 
1 again open my mouth, and plead much,* 
Prayer is poured forth in public, and private, and 
secret; great die exertions far the spread of the 
gospel at home and abroad; and the Lord is 
greatly reviving bis work in some parts of Eng- 
land. These things lead -me think, he will 
not make an utter end of us ; but chastise .us in 
a measure. n - 

1 was led very remarkably to the appointing an 
hour of prayer, every morning, from seven to 
eight, to entreat the Lord for mercy, in the present 
painful crisis of church and state ; I proposed it 
also to many, both clergy and private Christians, 
high and low; and they have most cordially engaged 
with me, to meet at a throne of grace in onr several 
apartments. Hie Lord has given much liberty 

* The Habeas Corpus act was suspended at this daw nt 
gogtesd. 
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hitherto 1 to several. Will Mrs. J— give us the 
aid of her prayers, and mention it to some of 
her precious fellow-pilgrims'? 

How does the Lord’s work prosper in your 
hands ? Is peace yet restored to contending 
parties ? We havesweet times here in the select 
band, and in the class which meets in my house. 
O how fully does Jehovah reveal himself in the 
latter! 

If I can procure time, I will inclose a few lines 
to Miss R;': if not, tell her I will write her the 
first opportunity. This long epistle requires an 
apology. I forgot to say, that my daily petitions, 
ascend that all your corporeal powers and mental 
faculties may Ire continued in vigour, till you are 
called hence. Believe me, with Christian regard^ 
your fellow-pilgrim, &c. D. Maxwell. 


1795. 


Diary and correspondence continued. 

■» 

. January 2. On a retrospect of the last year, I 
find rotfeh cause to say, God has dealt well and 
kindly with me. My receipts of mercy have beep 
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many ; for soul, body, and outward estate. At 
times, the intermediate space has been checkered 
with various trials : yet stiU I have been sup- 
ported under them, and often delivered 'from 
them. My heart has been enlarged towards the 
poor in general, and to the household of faith 
more particularly ; and my powers of supply 
have beep increased. In the course of the year 
I have been much tried with one particularly pain- 
ful exercise, which has seemed rather to weaken 
than strengthen my hands; but has been per- 
mitted for good reasons.. The Lord has more 
sensibly, than usual owned my attempts for his 
glory and . the good of my fellow-creatures. — 
Agreeably to my request,, he gave me a token for 
good on the last day of the year j but the first 
day was ushered in with more unexpected trials. 
May all be blessed ! 1 am again called to rejoice 
on account of the great success of the gospel, 
more especially in Ireland. Lord, continue and 
increase it, and in many places ! 

March 13. Friday. Still I have to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of mercies, spiritual and tem- 
poral-. On Sabbath last, I found, it good to wait on 
God in public. From the text, Revelation iii. 2, 3, 
I was led to examine if I had lost ground ; if I 
had fallen from my first love. In the presence 
of the Searcher of hearts, I found liberty to con- 
clude I had not; on. the contrary, my love was 
more matured ; my knowledge of God,, and of 
the things of God, sensibly increased ; my near- 
ness to Deity greater ; the manifestations of hip 
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love tod power more frequent ; tod my powtar 
to confess and act for him, bis cause, mid people, 
sensibly increased. But still. I felt cause to lament 
that I bad not been more faithful, more fruitful, 
‘and also to admire the long suffering patience 
of my God towards me. Pound Christian fellow- 
ship on last Sabbath strengthening, and still more 
so on Tuesday evening ; and, on Thursday morn- 
ing the communion of saints was, of a truth, most 
refreshing. Jehovah appeared clear to the eye of 
faith, and Ins presence was most sensibly experi- 
enced by those present. I felt increasing power to 
mention his great and condescending kindness to 
me, to those that feared his name. I bless him, 
he is daily teaching me lessons of faiih and love, 
and helping meto improve them to the utmost. He 
gives me many sweet proofs that he is the hearer 
Of prayer, and in many instances disappoints my 
fears, and gives many opportunities of acting for 
him, both by more immediately promoting his 
cause, and more remotely assisting his people. 

April 3. Friday. Through the tender mercy 
of my God I have continued to enjoy a measure 
of the blessing bestowed on Monday week. Ob 
Sunday last, in the morning, in public, tire Lord 
comforted roe by his smiles and presence during a 
lecture from the 39th, 36th, and Slst verses of 
the 11th Chapter of Hebrews, especially the 31st. 
He also gave me comfortable seasons in secret 
prayer. Having several difficult services and 
duties to perform in the course of the past eight 
days, I was enabled to trust in the Lord, and be 
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helped me, and brought me through them all: 
though not so as to please myself, yet so as to 
gain the acceptance of those for whom they were 
designed. I may say, in some sense, with the 
Psalmist, through my God I leap over walls, and, 
overcome troops. He gives me to see and feel , 
how feehlc and weak I am j how inadequate to 
apy exertion 5 and yet, he brings me through 
many difficulties : and, had I stronger faith, I 
should see greater things than these. Lord, 
increase my faith ! This last week he. has given, 
me a most unexpected opportunity of serving his 
cause : O that he may sensibly countenance the 
attempt 1 Have been more tempted for some 
days past than usual, from a quarter that pains 
me. 1 see the cloven foot: — give. Lord, the 
victory, and thine shall be the glory ! I am too 
outward. 1 have need to pray to be more con* 
stautly religiously recollected ; more attentive to . 
an indwelling God ; every moment realizing his • 
presence. O my God, do these things for me, 
that 1 may glorify thee more ; may profit others, 
and eqjoy more constant communion with Deity 
in my own souL. Still prospects are gloomy re* 
specting public affairs ; but since last date, I have • 
had the comfort of a spirit of prayer. Meetings 
for prayer are prevailing in many parts of America* 
among various denominations, who are all heartily 
uniting in supplicating a - throne of grace for 
mercy in these troublesome and perilous times;, 
also in Edinburgh, Glasgow, &c. &c. The Lord 
hear and answer in mercy I 
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: June 26. He that is rich in mercy hath dealt 
With a bountiful hand towards me since last date. 
On Saturday last, in the morning, while by the 
Way, my Jesus felt delightfully nigh ; niy views 
of him, and my relation to him, clear. In the 
evening, when in social prayer, Jehovah seemed 
to fill the place with his presence. In a moment 
I felt wrapped up in Deity ! all around was Ood !' 
and all within confest his nearness ! I enjoyed 
much sweet liberty in pleading with him. On 
Sabbath, enjoyed the privilege of his house, and 
afterwards the commqnion of saints. On Mon- 
day, when with others, in an unexpected moment, 
again Jehovah broke in upon my soul, and I felt 
swallowed up in a penetrating sense of the 
Divine presence ; lost in wonder. O that these 
' frequent manifestations may* r answer great pur- 
poses ! My soul breathes for this, aqd for their 
continuance ! at least, for a permanent power to 
endure, every, moment, as seeing the Invisible : 
for uninterrupted * fellowship with the Sacred 
Three, so far as fallen nature will permit. Chi 
Thursday, was favoured with greater privileges 
than was expected, which also required greater 
exertion than usual ; but my Ood carried me 
through, though not with so much comfort as on 
some similar occasions. But if he is glorified, 
and his creatures profited, I am satisfied. Upon 
the whole, I hope I get nearer" to God : but have 
much to bear from myself. My soul thirsts for a 
more enlarged sphere' of usefulness, and greater 
faithfulness in that I move in at present. I want 
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stronger evidences of sanctification, .both from 
the fruit and witness of the Spirit ; and more 
equality oispirit, temper, and affection. 

■-!■■■ : ■ • 28. Friday and Saturday last were days 
of unusual languor. I felt unable for any vigor* 
ous exertion, ^either of faith or works ; and was 
pained thereby and humbled. In these trying 
seasons, I avoid all examination and reasoning. 
The latter I have, been much, freed from, since I 
tasted the pure love of God. I prove the fre- 
quent actings of simple faith the most profitable 
exercise of mind at these^mes. On Sunday, a 
happy change tqok place. 1 was in a very pecu- 
liar degree in the spirit on the Lord’s day, and 
tasted largely of the good word of God, and felt, 
in the most lively manner, the powers of the 
worldto come, from the time I entered the house 
of God. The words of the second hymn led, me 
involuntarily to self-examination, when the. Lord 
seemed to bring to my remembrance the whole 
of his dealings with me in the work of conver- 
sion. He shewed me that I had not rested in 
the drawings of the Father, but followed with a 
heart sincere while under them ; clearly, pointed 
out the time, and place, when he first gave me a 
sense of his forgiving love j and afterwards made 
me a happy partaker of his pure love. Not that 
these memorable seasons had ever been forgotten 
by me ; no, while memory lasts, they will ever 
be deeply engraven on it: but I found this a 
corroborating evidence, of the truth of the Lord’s 
work in my soul j more especially from the 
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8th venes of tbe'SMth prate. Jehorujasehmed 
to fiUtbepface with sncha rafcanr scran af ‘his 
p essence, as penetrated, my tenpet soot; nod 
arrested -not only die powen of tbe mind ; bat 
of die body: all was stiff, and off eo pftmod . 
Sod is here. No actings of faith teemed seow- 
sary on my part. Bor the time, faith needed 
tost in enjoyment : not in extutic jajfi . but 
solemn awe, and silent lore; both whieh, in a 
peculiar manner, mark aH my interviews with 
Jehovah. Towards- the dose, God tbe. Son, and 
God Uw Holy Ghost, made me eqnalty sensible 
of thgjr presence : the undivided Trinity seemed 
to overshadow me ; and I had a clearer view of 
the personality of the Holy Ghost than for some 
time past. Except on these remarkable occasions 
when he is thus set before me, I am generally 
led to view him as tbe Divine Agent in man’s 
salvation} who, from time to time, takes of tbe 
things of Christ, and shews them onto Ms people 
as his peculiar office. This most remarkable 
manifestation conduced all tbe day, and through 
mercy to the present moment : only with this 
difference, that my fellowship is still more with 
the Father himself. My great desire is to prove 
the transforming influence of these gracious visits; 
and I am aware, also, how requisite, how neces- 
sary it is to double my guard by watching and 
prayer ; lest the arch adversary gain any advan- 
tage over me, and I should grieve the Holy Spirit. 
Lprd, assist me, and make me gratefol. 
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Jo)yi0; Still my God continues to do me 
good, aod visits, I trust, for that purpose, alter- 1 
nateiy with joys and sorrows. The former coin* ■ 
forts and - sspporto ; the- latter empties of seif, 
as- it ; respects confidence and complacency ; and ' 
thereby • its the soul for greater discoveries of , 
the -lave of God, through the gospel channel, 
without foe danger of spiritual pride ; and leads, 
by a Massing, to the transforming influence of 
these merciful visitations. Yet, exclusive of 
powerful renewals - of them, how soon does a 
lively sente - of the most- lively manifestations - 
of Divine love die away : how much am I then' 
indebted to a gracious God; for so frequently 
repeating them. Lord, what can I render to 
thee ! O enable me to render myself more unre- 
servedly to thy honour, and glory, and cause; 
and enlarge my temporal borders for this purpose. 
On Snnday last, my God. exerted his power in 
my behalf, out of weakness made me strong,' 
and carried me a considerable way from here to 
commemorate the dying love of Jesus; where 
and when as much of the Divine goodness was 
allowed me, as the body would permit. Soon after 
was visited with bodilyaffliction, which threatened > 
to be severe ; but the progress of the disease was 
soon checked, by Him, who hath all things in 
the natural,' moral, and religious world under 
his control. Though my pain was great, and 
my mind much flattened by it, yet I did not lose 
a sense of what the Lord had bestowed on me 
on his own day, neither have 1 to the present 

Vox.. II. N 
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moment. My. beast's dwiro .is> :ibe asnet&fed 
use of wecydhpeneation ; with ajwlifcMW more 
swallowed up-.iu tbgJ^binoiiwiAh -lihaw-to 
rew<i» da the gloiy of myOad, *rfJrifc«bJiite< 
standing goodness, that be bee done way tim 
unexpected triale mentioned formerly; enrig ixmt 
ipe roy desire respecting the subjects ©fthe**. 
Truly, “ it is better to trus tin. the :L«*d than in 
prinees.” O. my God, continue a»d,iiiew«se t% 
goodness; quicken my.powersjgiveetilistKtwgor 
evidence iOf thy purifying love ; imam power to 
live by frith;. and cordially to etnbaaeeall.tbjr 
will., • . • • :. i i: > -j r 

‘ LETTER LXXXI. 

TO THE REV. A, MATHER. 

J*fy U, UK. 

. Your letters. Rev. Sir, are always welcome, but 
your last Ireceived with peculiar satisfectiorv;. fear- 
ing, though Conscious of die purity of my intan- 
ttatn, that my last had either offended, ovigrieved. 
Isincerely thank you; for. taking in a Christian 
spirit what I took the liberty of suggesting. My 
conscience bears me witness, I have no desire in 
this painful business, but that light may' be given 
to discover the will of Clod ; and power «acb in- 
clination to walk in it. The. work is thh;and 
I believe the workers are all his also, and 
aR aim at the same mark; the glory- of -their 
Durine Master, and the good of precious aoofr : 
though their views, as to the best' method 
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Of Shewing these great <9»ds> are different. I used 

tobe partial to the old pitta, of - communicating 
in the- elrtrcb ; anil thought, that being nodis- 
tirictbody, hut ready to assist ail parties; was 
the way the Load owned, and themoet likely 
ftw . extensive usefulness. I believe this was 
Mt^Wealey’-s judgement also ; and that be ever 
in «a*jw»if9Srt<«3 -departed from it, was, 1 believe, 
mcoBBerpmneeof his origw&l design^ of follow- 
itt# -the openings of JPrtmdencei And, could this 
bfe > always clearly knows, aqd embraced in a^ 
spirit/* of-lave, all .would be well. Love will 
prove a strong cement to unite the whole body ; 
and if, in particular places, circumstances make 
it expedient to differ from toe general plan 
with respect to giving the sacrament, &c. still 
there will be no breach ; all may love alike, 
though they do not met in every tittle alike. But 
1 forbear, and would eoadude'by saying, through 
n*eccy 1 enjoy sweet inward liberty, having no 
potty feelings, but earnestly desiring <the will of 
G«1 ; the union of preachers ; and great success 
in the work assigned to each, I. would trust, by 
their great Mastdr. 

V posy that you may meet in a spirit of love ; 
continue hut* during toe discussion of many im- 
portant points 5 .and depart in it> full of faith and 
of- toe'Hdy Ghost. • 

-.(.■It was with peculiar satisfaction I received 
your accounts of the prosperity of the work. 
May it increase With all the increase of God ; 
and * larger share of it be your portion, aaa 
N 2 
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proof to all that the Lord' is with you. I shall' 
be anxious, if you can-spare a minute, to inform 
me how matters have gone. 1 I trust the sound 
of division or discord shall not wound my ear. 

I must add, (as I always write flrfeely' td yOu) 
my obligations to redeeming love increase ' rrty 
fellowship with the Father, of lafe, is particularly 
deep, and sweet : and from time' to time- l am 
favoured with remarkable manifestations 'Of 
Divine love. Do let 'me know how to Improve 
them to the utmost ; how to grow op into Christ ■ 
my living Head more rapidly. The more Clive 
by simple faith, the clearer' is the witness for 
parity of heart. At present, I feel becalmed in 
the ocean of redeeming love. Lately, I have 
been much tried, tempted, and variously ex- 
ercised. But even then, O how graciously nigh 
was my God ; making even my enemies -at peace 
with me. His goodness beggars all expression.' 

But lest I be tedious, as your time is much 
occupied, I will conclude. No remarkable in- 
crease here. Mr. B — is useful to Individuals, 
and much liked. Messrs. C — And E — , if re- 
moved, will I hope be succeeded by those suited - 
to the place. Wishing Mr. M — an increase of 
every purchased and promised blessing, I remain, 
his well-wisher in Jesus, ' D. Maxwell.* 


* The above letter shews the solicitude felt hy. l*4f 
Maxwell for die welfare of thst body of Christians to 
which she was united, at a time, when the discussion of 
certain points of discipline, threatened, for a short season^ 
to disturb the peace and unity of the Connexion. 
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LETTER LXXXII. 

TO MBS. JOHNSON. 

. i Oct. 19, 17»5. 

J have tong wished to bear 'from Mrs. Johnson, 
«nd at; times, when in secret, before the Lord, 
have been led to think she .was under, the rod. 
His (Spirit has .enabled me to plead for her, as 
thus, situated ; and by recent accounts from.Mrs. 
C — , J find my apprehensions were just. Your 
-Hod, as formerly, I' doubt not has been with you 
in the furnace ; to support, to comfort, and to 
make you sing of mercy, as well as judgement. 
Perhaps you will not thank me for saying, that I 
hope the Lord will keep you a little longer in this 
vale of tears, and give you to see yet more of the 
fruit of your labours, for his Name’s sake. By 
your last, some months ago, it appeared, be was 
enlarging your sphere of usefulness j I hope it is 
still the case. 

Much praise is due to the Father of Mercies, 
for the peace and union he has restored to our 
Zion; it is his Own doing, and may well be 
marvellous in our eyes. O that the happy 
fruit8.of it may more and more appear. During 
the . long and: painful agitation, my mind was 
kept in peace, free from prejudice, and undue 
warmth ; endeavouring to commit both, parties 
to him, that both might be led Into his holy will. 
And, 'O, how graciously hath he dealt with both: 
surely he' heareth prayer. Deep and sweet has 
been my fellowship with the Sacred Three since 
N 3 
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I last wrote, hut more especially with God the 
Father j rich and frequent the discoveries of his 
love, his perfect Urn. The teadMbgs of hie Spirit, 
sad ’humbling views of self, have been very clear j 
and he seemed' to- ertipty, in order* tO’ fill. I 
prove these stripping times 1 very ftnwurabld tw a 
life of simple faitk. Eternity will nOt bedoOdOljg 
wherein to praise my God, for the lessdns' he 
hath taught me, respecting ; this greet duly tBhd 
privilege of living by frith. Great are- its 
effects ; but I am slow* ih teaming the les- 
sons of hie grace, though he condescends to 
give line upon line; and precept upon prbeept. 
Sweet has bedn my eajbymefat, and mahyiby 
advantages, in being tanght id poti fer praotteeShe 
lessons he has taught me of tnaHHg"th Aim; in 
every Situation 5 but especially in difficult bauds. 
He Aw, and dees point oirtmy way ; gWiagtoe 
to hear, as it were, a' voice, (theugtaoo artteWate 
sound) " This is the way, walk ye in it : M *o 
strong bUs beat' the notice ttpohmymiad, of the 
path of duty.; HO is indeed a soa l*s*ri*fyiUg por- 
tion ; he Umy Gedandtny But though tSUs 
blessed at times, I have seasons of chteetrial ; 
the Combined power* of darkness 1 sebtrir engaged 
agaihst me, while there- appears rto powwKrt fee 
td combat snob powerful foes ; such'ajnarlny'bf 
aliens : yet simply looking to Jestfs by faitb/ en- 
deavouring to trust in the Lord my Gedy ab- 
sttwtted from creature 1 ; looking above thett/ 1 
am supported; r am delivered so * evidettdjrby 
the airai> not of flesh, but ' of /Mows* Uimtf, 
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Is toft roe wberCaftto glory*. ! aim 
WW^cehstttdptd to give the glory' where alonfe 
»yodue« . I hive udmirod tte goodness of my 
of late, that even in the beet of battle, be 
3i*tbj»ade my evidences of bib pure lews strong, 
even to meridian brightness j much mmjrso than 
WhCAtterowaspeace in alt nty bordefs. Ihte 
appeared the wane remarkable to me, because ! 
s&vaye seemed to be sensible of a deficiency on 
each occasions. 

alter a week* or two past, I have felt a dbgroe 
of heaviness, through manifold temptatlbtU j but 
by qbietly trusting in the Lord, and avoiding all 
. hasty conclusions, he has given me clearly to see 
that bis work « going 1 on in my soul. To him I 
would leave the way and manner. My soul uni* 
formly desires the prosperity of Zion ; it seems 
my meat and drink to promote it 3 and he, in 
his adorable Providence, still opens many unex- 
pected wap, and shines on my feeble attempts. 

But I have been particularly tried lately by the 
loss of a young man, who has been of great use 
to me. He taught my weekday School; con* 
tditihg of fifty chiidreh ; and superintended nay 
Sunday School, in whiph there are at pfeserit 
upwards of si&ty young men, remarkably ^llve to 
Odd'; andmany yoring women, truly desirous to 
- flee frbrothe wrath to come. Many hundreds 
. also flocked to hear him on the Lord Vdby evdn- 
7 ing, to whom he appeared greatly blessed. But 
. jie, Shd many others, thought the light shone 
eleAr-for hit going to Sierra Leone g* a Mis- 

N4 
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siojiary, , Do pray for a successor according fcw 
.God’s own heart ; and that my poor, labours may 
be increased, r and my own sold greatly blessed. 

. Renuejnbernie kindly to Miss Ritchie. i have 
long expected to hear from her. Wishing you a 
still deeper acquaintance with the Sacred Three; 
still more power to glorify him /who. liveth for 
.ever; . and. an interest in your prayers .that I pay 
wax stronger, and stronger* <f sink deeper and 
rise higher;” and with my prayer^ for the pros*- 
perky .of your Society ;_ and Christian respects to 
/Mrs, Coleand At more ; I am, dear Mrs. Johnson 'a 
friend .in Jesus, . D. Maxwell., 


1796. 


Diary md Cprretpondence continued. 

• ( 
January .5, Friday. . Still I find cause to make 
mention of the loring-tkindness of the Lord. Since 
last Friday, my God has, in various ways, .shown 
me his goodness.. On Sunday last, I was per- 
mitted to shew forth the death of Jesus, When 
he spoke to my .heart by his servant. He has 
allowed some sweet seasons in secret prayer. 
With. much of the communion of saints. Yes- 
terday, as he. often does on that day, he was re- 
markably gracious when with a few of his chi!- 
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dren.in social prayer. Jesus drew ^sweetly and 
most ' sensibly nigh : O how glorious did he 
appear ( to the eye of faith l how altogether lovely ! 
How' irresistably attractive his love ! Through 
m, I had ^ccess to Jehovah, whose Divine pre- 
'senjpp I as sensibly felt ; but it was in aft the 
dignity of God the Father, which solemnized my 
minfl* and filled with sacred awe, so that I re- 
joiced with deep reverence. This distinction, in 
'the manifestation of Divine love proceeding 
more immediately from Jehovah himself, uni- 
formly marks all the intercourse I am privileged 
to "enjoy with him. I pant for power to improve 
it more, by earnest prayer. I feel as if hitherto 
1 had asked nothing, while the Lord seems to 
say, “Ask, and receive, thatyour joy may befulL” 
Through mercy, I am still kept as in the dust* 
My views of self truly humbling ; and I am still 
desirous of lying lower, as preparatory to larger 
attainments in the Divine life. My evidences of 
sanctification have not been so clear. 1 have been 
• resting too much in present enjoyment \ but the 
Lord calls on me to press forward. I get more 
extensive view’s of entire devotion of heart and 
life/. Help me. Holy Father, to attain. I am * 
drawn to a greater and more constant realizing 
of the Divine presence, and to an enduring as 
seping^him who is invisible. 

March 25, Friday. 1 have nothing to say for 
myself, if it is not to confess and mourn over my 
shout- comings. I feel it painful to have this so 
often to repeat /but so it is. O my God* shall 
NS ‘ : r 
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I ever live at this poor dying rate r fdrbid U, gttk' 
cions Lord. 1 Let a stroke of Omnipotence set 
me free, from this inability to lire up to 'my 
privileges. 1 would,, with thy servant of old, be 
able to say, though " of myself I can do nothing; 
through; Christ strengthening me,' I can do till 
things/’ Hasten, Holy Father, the happy time. 

Had again another opportunity of renewing thy 
engagement to be the Lord’s, at bis own table, 
on Sunday last j. where he was gracious. ■ When 
joining the congregation, in that delightful part 
of public worship, singing the praise of God, 
the great Master of the gospel-feast came down 
in the power of his Spirit. Jesus felt nigh, and 
very precious, during a sermon from the' 5th and 
0th verses of the 53d chapter of Isaiah. God' the 
Father also condescended to visit with a Street 
sense of his presence. My inmost soul felt 
pierced with deep astonishment at the height and 
depth of redeeming love. It seemed a mystery, 
my' limited understanding could not comprehend, 
and, indeed; how should fttiite raltlds fully Un- 
derstand the doings of din Being. 1 bless, 

the Lord, who has given me to beiitve and taste 
of redeeming love, which is more' necessary ; 
and daily to thirst after an increase. Oh die 
whole, it was a most solemn time, and I hope, ' 
profitable. On Monday had' a sweet ‘ visit from 
the adorable Son of God; when at a throne of 
: grace. Li the evening, a spirit of prayer seemed 
to rest on the while joining with a few fivhig . 
souls; some of whom. Ware wrestling TWtfcthe 
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l£wd, inafttfce pdwrr ofprayer, in bebalfoffttt 
present, of ‘the work of God, and tor the boil 
interests of mankind id general. Jehovah came 
ddwn* my' Whole soul confessed a present God. 
Qw&ydo not these precious Manifestations, sb 
often repeated,' prove of a more trauisfbrniing 
nature. O my God, remove the choke; that I 
may 'prsfse tbeC. The Lord has granted another 
of my requests,, since last date; and otte. more 
meats in a good train. Surety he hfeawtb the 
cries of likchildren. O toy God, retoelhber ett- 
jieetaTiy one of these still unanswered ; it f& well 
kdtwrh- to thee. With the hecCssity of it. Let me 
have chase to praise thee for a favourable answer 
to-- it beftto I again take up my pert . 

- April Sj Friday. Agkih I take up toy pen 1 , 
and' though I ha?ve Mercy to record, still’ 1 feel 
ctrtlse to todtrai. For sotrie weeks, I seenit* 
have been brought into straits, that I might sit 
a display artd breakihg forth of the glory Of i say 
God afresh. ¥brihii I have Waited, and looked; 
and priiyed ; but stffl his chariot wheels delay. 
At tfirnes, I mdst own • there has been something 
«f this kind ; but it Was not lasting. Yesterday, 
■for 1 a -few' minutes,! prayed to bifti as diseuao- 
stahees wbald perhift, and of a truth he qufekly 
answered? prayer brought him down*- in % 
mohrart' Ife was nigh ; and I felt, te tVheve thfe 
Spirit- of the Lorais, theife ' liberty.” A m% 
of TtaiseAvas put in toymouth: it seemed 1 as ff 
■t war on holy ground. A reverential swe, sweetly 
to rnpertd with love, rested upon me. The fkkwad 
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Person ipthe adorable Trinity also visited roe* 
and brought with hixp a. heaven of ,loHe,i I felt 
as If Deity >y^s present, and passing, quickly by 
me; yet leaving. the Divine impress bebb»d^^ JVIy 
mouth , was opened, I was saved frotOi&teriUty 
of thought, and barrenness of -expression*, and 
I made mention of the loving-kindness 4 pf. the 
Lord: when he is nigh, every mountain jflnws 
down, and streams break qut iu the desert* On 
Sabbath- morning last, also, in public,, I.felta 
lively, deep, solemn sense of . the presence .-of 
Jehovah; it seemed- to arrest all the powers of 
tny mind; : but it is something still .greater, and 
permanent, that I look and long for. Strongly im- 
pressed with the necessity of constant prayer, 1 
would be pouring out my heart continually ; .yet 
often- when I bow . my knee, all my kindling 
ardours die away ; and at night, have the mor- 
tification to find another day gone, and little 
gained ; I feel bowed- down on these accounts. 
Shall my desires always., so far outstrip my at- 
tainments ? O my . Father, let it hot be. In tem- 
poral concerns, desire is termed the hectic of the 
fool ;.but not so surely, in spiritual matters. Com 
vince me, O thou Hearer of prayer, that it is not. 

September 30, Friday, Since my last, my joys 
and comforts bare cun in a low channel. At 
times, when calling to remembrance the.goodr 
ness of my God, immediate comfort, has sprung 
up in my. heart ; but.it has not long continued. 
Temptations have not been wanting, to call in 
question what was spoken fjrorp on high.. U 
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has-been' asked, “ Has the Lord indeed said so?” 
Ihts bath been the manner of the grand, adver- 
sary- of God's people from the beginning. Lord, 
.coun t er ac t aH his malicious designs against me, 
jmd- enable me to rise superior to them all. 
Upon -the^ who! e, since Saturday last, I have felt 
much languor of spirit, which grieves me; yet 
my God hath given me yictory, sensible victory, 
in some cases, and I look for more. I have felt 
much the want of a wrestling spirit in secret 
prayer; yet have proved it good to wait on the 
Lord-in that exercise.- I have been in heaviness 
through manifold temptations, and some per* 
plexitfos. 1 feel we are come to a most eventful 
period* Great events seem In the womb of Pro* 
vidence; prospects are dark as to some things, and 
cheering as to others : Judgement seems at hand. 
And yet the right hand of the Lord is in appear- 
ance made bare, in the conversion of sinners in 
many places t in a growing spirit of prayer 
poured on multitudes;, andthe hearts of thousands 
are stirred up, to seek the conversion of heathen 
nations ; while a spirit of inquiry seems resting 
on many of God’s ancient people; with other 
appearances that would, lead to hope, the time 
for their return is drawing nigh. Lord, thou 
knowest all things, and sittest at the helm of 
affoks, with the reinsof providential government 
in thy hands this is matter of solid comfort to 
thy people.. O shine more fully on. the soul of 
thy. handmaid, and enable her in every situation 
so to trust in. thee, as to be kept in perfect peace*. 
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Have mercy on our sinful island, seemingly rfpcfbr ■ 
judgements. Help, Lord, for the glory oftbjdname. 

October 28, Friday. My‘ God has bfeeff gWi- 
clous since last date. On Sabbath last,'the i tdot'd 
preached in thfe mOrtting, from Rev. xrf.'12,'bfe’ 
made a word of consolation; of quickening, of 
instruction: Deity felt very nigh. 'By Mth, 1 
had such a realizing view of the triu»pha»t'eiflfty 
of the Lord Jesus into beaten upon his ascetrtton> 
after having finished bis great work ih the -re- 
demption of mankind, as astonished me. Lord,! 
make it profitable. On Monday evening, in my 
way to the house of the Lord, God thti'FWtkfr so 
manifested himself to me, as I can ho ways ex- 
press. For a moment, 1 started back, fearing it 
might prove a prelude to great sufferings ; but 
soon recovered, and still, when I look up to him hfe 
feels at hand. How is it. Lord, that I do not make 
greater progress ? Thou art good, and my soul- 
pants after the foil possession of every new -cove- 
nant blessing. O Lord, transform me mbrd fully 
into the Divine image ; and let thy Spirit witness 
with mine that I do love thee with all my heart. 
O fill me with the fruit of the Spirit, and make 
me much more usefol to thy chorrih and people. 
Thou knowest I esteem this thy highest honour, 
and richest privilege. I fear living a useless 'life: 
forbid it. Lord. I deeply feel my shbrt--coming% 
let* me not s£l ways make trty moan : putasdhgSi 
my mouth, and enable me every moment to live 
by forth upon thy Son. Without him, ! cun' 46 
tKrtfdng. The tide of satarrfilcal tempt atrnn bas 
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not* tan so high this last eight days. May pat- 
tienoehave its perfect work ia evei*y trying time. 

December 301 In the course of Providence, I 
atm brought now very near the close of another 
yeir.‘„ O that every revolving season may find 
nte improved and advanced in the Divine fife. 

I would hope, in some degree, they meet me 
roaat .suueenely aiming at this y and that, though 
slowly, they find me in motion . Greatly quicken 
it,.' gracious Lord. Yesterday my God gave me 
a token for good. In the midst of harry, he 
drew unexpectedly near, and spread a heavenly 
tranquillity through My tfkid j and just after, 
opened my mouth remarkably in conversation 
with ode of his own ministering Saints, upon the 
rich privileges of 'the Christian, even in this fife. 
Soon after, when with three of his ministering 
servants, in the courseof prayer, praise, and Chris' 
tran conference, he renewed the View of the 
Sacred Trinity given me last week, and we all- 
found it good to wait on God. After dinner, I 
found Much liberty of speech, on the peculiar eff- 
joyments of the Lord's people who live up to 
their privileges > those of them' that are taught 
from on high to live by simple filth on- the 
SOn of' God.' Lord, teach' me this important 
lesson mbre folly. Still I am kept in constant 
pursuit of higher attainments in' the Divine life. 
Do, Holy Father, give (hem; and cause me alsb 
to ■sink-tower in my owaeyea, aud'ta rise-htghsr 
and get nearer to thee. In general, the- great 
object' of entire devotfon is ace beftne mt' H Pw y 
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r ippmjjpg, and . strongly thirsted after: but, O, 
'bow slowly do I move, and through what a cjrowd 
jof hinderances. Through the day, was" kept m 
midst of trial, and made thankful , for it. 
Jgyenuqre, Lord, make manifest thy s^rengjjryi. 
jwy weakness. , . . 

' m ' " ■ ‘ • • 1 - 1 * : • l > t' i'. *0* 1 

LETTER JLXX^UI^ „'’ { f m ,.J\ 

TO MISS RlTClilE. ‘ ‘ " v 

. June ' 28 , 1796 . 

After a long interval, 1, had the satisfaction to 
receive dear .Miss Ritchie’s letter, the end of 
April. 1 had no desigu to drop the correspon- 
dence, and am pleased that an opportunity now 
opens for renewing it, though my situation does 
not: always admit of these regular returns I could 
wish. Since 1 wrote last, my obligations to re- 
deeming Love have been greatly increased. In 
vain -would I. attempt to enumerate them; they 
-are, indeed, more thau the hairs of my head. 
Time would fail to tell of. the numberless mani- 
festations of Divine k*ye and powep, ,1 have, 
though deeply unworthy, been favoured .with 
such wonderful lettings into Deity, as no language 
can- describe or explain s but the whole .so.ul 
dilates itself in the exquisite enjoyment 
fined, so pure, so tempered with sacred awe, so 
guarded by heavenly solemnity, as effectually to 
prevent- all irregularity of .desires:, theses with, 
every power of the miodj bow in holy subjection 
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before Jehovah. Surely tfaie feelings of tht-HxA, 
' on these memorable occasions, are nearly similar 
; to rapse enjoyed by the heavenly inhabitants. I 
- haye it still to. remark, that all my intercourse with 
God the Father is strongly markedwith that supe- 
rior solemnity and awe, which lays and keeps the 
soul in the dust, yet raises -k to that holy dignity 
which flows from a consciousness of union with 
Deity : and love matured, makes it the willing 
. servant of all for Christ’s .sake. 

My full heart could say much on this delight- 
ful subject, but necessary calls to various dutieB 
oblige ,tne to abridge my views and experience 
of these deep things of God. What follows .must 
be a short abstract. In the course of a lew. yearn 
past, I have made sensible progress in- seif-Anawr 
ledge; learned not only tbedeptb at the fish, -but 
.the universality of its effects upaneeery. power of 
the human mind.. These have been humbling, 
-but profitable. lessens, and have proved prepara- 
tory to larger measures of grace. Mp re especially 
to that near and dear fellowship with Jehovah, 
which he has condescended to allow me: for some 
considerable tipae. . During this period /be-haa 
.also stooped to teach me .hugely of the nature 
of simple faith 3 how necessary to stability in the 
•ways of God 3 how requisite .for uninterruptod 
communion with heaven ; bow pleasing to Jehp* 
vah j how effectual in counteracting the, malicious 
designs and subtle devices of the great adversary 
of man 3 how powerful to support: the soul, when 
galled to combat with $he combined .<$ 
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dmkaess, in the absence ofhoavenly joys, wfi toh 
etta lerwipe wonM have sunk it 1 into the mite of 
evil masontegi Too much cauriot'be seidofthfe 
Wonderworking principle. Yet, I am wtellaWafc 
thatrithasno intrinsic value of itself, bntohly«& 
it studs commoted with iwgmtot>jecf, the Lord 
Jesus 1 Christ. The farther! go in theDWiheftfc, 
the mone etdarged ane my views of the Christian 
privileges, so that I am constrained to forget the 
things that are behind w J herein see the Wisdom 
and goodness of my God, who tbtts prevents the 
danger of staking too deep into present eitfoy- 
aunt. My whote soul says, he doth alT things 
well. It is almost impossible to say, how far I 
find myself behind, both in Christian experience, 
and also in activity in the ways and cause of God t 
though my heart beats high for a mote enlarged 
sphere of usefulness, and much more fidelity ih 
the one in which I now moVe. 

The Lord, I see, is still deaffhg very graciously 
with Miss R. How profitable are trials! She 
proves this, and also enjoys the peculiar comforts 
that are allowed under the etnas, while both arte 
improved fbr the glory of her God, and the profit 
•of her fellow-creatures. There is a wide field 
for 'this ia Bristol, and' its environs. 1 hope the 
conciliating measures and manners of Mrs: J.and 
yourself Will, by the blessing of the Moat High, 
greatly promote Christian love and union among 
the Lord’s people; 

Please give Christian love and best wishes to 
with Christian respects to Mrs. Cole and 
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AntaiK . I Wiskwbri' twite renWrnbefed tb'Mr. 
amd-Mrs. <8. «id tfire many precionS soetfe I bad 
ttea pmifcgerf beii^^(^u»mted with-at Bristol. 
t Should be-htppy to hear that emy di»p»«W*s 
lestlw kmt, and the work offbeLt^pwteperirig 
greatly t ttooffbey wHUngiy grant metbe 

add «£ Wieir waornket' addresses at ! a throrierif 
gmeefoe my vapid progress io the way»of God. 
f never esteemed -an Interact in the prayers of the 
LO«T* pebp*S so Mghly a8 now. 

Mtay jdMeraptftMis have caused numbetfess 
Ktemawofe e ta this tedious epistle j ail which; I 
doubt not, will be; overlooked by Miss Rlt&tie, 
whbse friend! subeeribe myself, withChrisiWn 
lov^ D. MaXWAJjU 


LETTER LXXXlV. 

Ta Tht REV: a. Mather: 

jtify n, i7frs. 

I meant, lofigbefbre now, to have told you, that 
it Was with satisfaction IperCeivedyoo had taken 
up*yonr peh- in d^fehce of thht' important branch 
of doctrine arid experience, so little known by 
rtiarty fjhristianS, and experienced by fewer, entire 
ametijk&tioti. Ia the small manuscript treatise 
upon that subject, a sight of Which you ‘favoured 
me With' somd years ago, tfever to see the light? 
1 wish yon Would go forwards io the stfeb&th Of 
the Lord, and furnish tut with a little Volume; 
- aomplete, bothas'to doctrine Shd experience; 'It 
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.Would, at least, be atreogtheniagto those, whbftr 
founds Jiave been so- far enlightened *6 ito beliew 
. the former, and enjoy tbelatfer, ia & small 
: measure.. It might also, by. the- bl«eei&g.-of the 
• Lprd, he very, useful in removing .prejudice. ftl®n» 
'the minds of honest, (hough ignorant inquirers; 

' and make the precious truthmoreexteosively 
known. Hitherto its boundaries, are wHhiu tbqlipe 
-• of Methodism ; and,alas ! how, partially reeved 
even there. But there is reason to believe, 'the 
: time hastens on when this -line, shall be stretched 
over the Christian world. Hail, auspicious -day ! 
Let me entreat you, dear Sir, to exert, ali your 
, powers to embalm this precious truth . , Perhaps 
theta are not many preachers in the connexion 
so much master of the subject. It will be render- 
ing an essential, service to the Christian world in 
general, and to the Methodist connexion in par- 
ticular. But I forbear t in this and all other 
matters, may you ’be (aught of Gvd himself. 

■With respect to myself, I am still enabled to 
testify of the goodness of the Lord. My fellow- 
ship with Jehovah is most sensibly increased of 
late. At times, 1 am favoured with such lettings 
. into Deity, as far exceeds my barren powers of ex- 
pression. I do not feel sterility of thought so much, 
for .the Lord condescends, to give such glorious 
views of the Christian privileges, and by the light 
of a luminous faith enables. me so to realize future 
and unseen things, as I sometimes think, is surely 
akin to the beatific vision. O what heights and 
.depths I see before me l What, as yet epe^* 
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p&A&iced, degrees * of fie&rne&s to, and close 
wftikiftg witfe, and rich enjoyment of, the Sacred 
Thi^ ! but more* especially with Jehovah . I feel 
suoh a sinking into him — such aoonscious union * 
with hhn, as lays . me in the dust before him, and 
keeps me thete.’ P never had, till of late, such * 
piercing convictions 1 of my nothingness. Language 
fails to express what I feel of this ; and I suppose 
it niast increase^ as I get nearer to the Fountain - * 
heads ^W I am swallowed up, and lost, in the 
Ocehn of pure love.’ In the mean time, all my^ 
powers seem gathered up and centered in God, 
who allows me a holy familiarity with himself, 
that stamps a conscious dignity upon the soul, 
and seems to fit me for present duty, however 
above my natural abilities. This assistance is 
afforded in a way that proves its Divine origin ; 
keeps me little in my own eyes ; disposed to give 
the glory where alone it is due. I do reap stilT 
much benefit from living by simple faith ; it, 
indeed, brings “ Deep peace and present power.” 

I have to remark now, more than ever, the 
fulness of the Divine presence - in our little 
class-meeting here ; and something still more 
remarkable, (as there is often only myself, and 
sometimes two or three' preachers,) there is for 
the time an uncommon power given me to express * 
my own experience. I seem carried above my 
own words, thoughts, and above my whole self, 
upon the subjectrof entire devotion. In my little ' 
way, on these occasions, my experience is much 
upon that subject. I have thought this must be • 
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fer other*. Jflean throw in even* tnilfrihtu thfe 
Divine treasury, I shall esteem it S peeulier pir^ 
vitegd. .1 ptay thst you rosy *H meet in tbe spwit 
of love and forbearance at (be Conference,- and 
that the Jttmfghty fiat may sanction yarn* every 
determination : then, all will be juaft-as iferfwulW 
be, Wishing, yon much more than- ever of the 
Divine presence, and a still fuller testimony iof 
the destruction of the bitter root, with the sealing 
of the Spirit unto redemption's day ; 1 am, Rev. 
Sir, iu Christian bonds, your faithful, humble 
servant, D. MaxsrntL. 



1797 . 


Diary and Correspondence continued. 


February 24, Friday. Still 1 live, ^because my 
God is good. In the course of these eight days, 
I have at times been rather depressed, «u ac- 
count of unfruitful ness. 1 would be all fctoCpd. 
Every nerve strung with holy ardour of desire to 
promote- his cause upon earth; and yet i seem 
to do nothing. Lord, if it is thy will, etokuge- 
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Wy hmakn me mos* faithful inJfae 

i oasfqw one . in which;! mpye. Thou; 
Hm»paR(i eyary particular ip ray proaept situation, 
aiudwbat 091 fcindenances. .are*. and, can easily -te- 
mpyp. tfcom. The perilous, situation of ©uriand- 
occupies maay of. my thoughts and words, both 
to . Cod and man. Matters .seem now to . draw to 
apsuwfclcrisi#. Blessed God, interpose ! un- 
dertake oar cause ; and, if not contrary to- thy- 
wffly and derogatory to thy glory, yet spare ; and 
let the hitter cap pass from ns, at least for a> 
season. O hear* the unceasing prayers and suppli- 
cations that are ascending from every quarter 5 
in public, private, and secret. Thou hast often, 
in former dajta, appeared remarkably for oar 
sinful island. Thou chaugest not. If our cap of 
iniquity is not already full, O, gracious Lord, yet 
assist us in our extremity ! If it is, O spare thy 
own people ;-*-eover their heads, — hide them in 
the hollow of thy. band! Speak, Lord, for the 
glory of thy Name. 

March 3 , Friday. I have some reason to 
believe that the Lord has heard, and answered, 
since last date. He has put work in my hand I 
did not expect, and owned me in it, after con- 
vincing oie deeply of . unfruitfulness . Last week 
I had a particular call in Fovidence, not only to 
arise myself, and pray for our guilty land, but to 
urge others to join me in the important work of 
intercession. This call the Lord has so owned as 
to leave not a shadow of . doubt that it came from 
himself. He has inclined many to . write in the 
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smed work ; . favoured with much liberty ; lit &' 
theme of grace.; greet comfort has been ex- 
perieuced by some ; together with such a strong 
stimulus to prayer, as has not often been found on 
former occasions ; all which, gives encourage- 
ment to believe, solid good will be the result. 
Grant it, gracious Lord, for thy Name's sake : 
and though the. beginning is small, let it greatly: 
increase. 

— — JO, Friday. Since the 3d instant, the 
Lord of heaven and earth, whom winds and waves 
obey ; who giveth victory, or defeat, by sea or 
land, as he sees meet ; hath appeared signally in • 
our behalf, guilty as we are. O how blind are 
those who do not see, that the hand of God, and 
not superior seamanship, is the grand cause, that 
15 sail of British ships, should overcome the 
Spanish fleet, consisting of 27- Not only captur- 
ing two first-rates of 112 guns each, and two 
others, one of 80, and one of 70 guns, but also 
greatly damaging several others ; and thereby pre- 
venting their junction with.tKe French and Dutch 
fleets, who avowedly owned their design of in- 
vading our little Island. O, Lord, it is thy doing, 
and may well be wondrous in our eyes : there- 
fore, to Thee be all the gjory, to whom alone it 
is due.* Surely prayer has been heard. Oxnay 


* This brilliant victory was obtained under tbe command 
of Sir John Jervis, off Cape St. Vincent, on the 14th of the 
preceding month ; and acquiFed for the British Admiral the 
appropriate title of Earl St. Vincent. 

Vide BavneU History of the War , b ii. ch. 1. p. 181. 
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xm att bcrthankfal and hnmbte ! md do thou, 0 
Lord, grant thy bbmmgi and bear the prayert 
<rffcmfc up* Regard a*r late attempt# to humble 
ourselves by confession of* the last day set apart 
os a natiooai fast for Scotland ; and own a neigh- 
bourag nation, this day employed in the Tike 
solemn* exercises. If possible, yet save us for 
thy Name's sake. Great was also the goodness 
of our Godin defeating the attempt of a descent 
upon Ireland some months ago $ even after part 
of the enemy's* forces were landed. He caused 
the wind to Mow, that scattered their fleet, and 
Gbliged'4hesn to return to port greatly damaged.* 


* This gracious interposition of Providence deserves to 
be farther noticed . ** The republican government of France, 
perceiving acririshrthe situation of Ireland more favour- 
able to the success of an invasion than any which had 
occurred since the French revolution, seized that occasion 
to strike a blow of no common importance. Fifteen thou- 
sand chosen troops, under tbe command of Hoche, were 
embarked at Brest, on the 15th December, 17D6; intended 
to act cm their arrival with a body of the disaffected Irish, 
who were known to be considerable in numbers, and or- 
ganized for insurrection by chiefs of talents and intrepidity. 
Every thing being prepared, Admiral Villaret Jcyeuse set 
sail from Brest, with eighteen sail of the line, besides 
frigates and transports, while the General embarked with 
his sftfcff cm board the frigate La Fraternity; The wind, at 
Drat, was favourable ; but scarcely had the expedition left 
the outer harbour, when a storm arose which dispersed the 
fleet, and separating the frigate which carried Hoche, 
obliged him to escape into the harbour of Rochelle, after 
weathering a dangerous cruise, and being chased by two 
British vessels. Of tbe whole float, only eight two-deckers 

Vol. II. O 
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How wonderful is his goodness to His unworthy 
creatures ! O let it prove salvation to us ! Neither* 
would we forget His recent appearance for us 
in Wales, when He caiised 1200 troops, who 
had made good a landing on that coast, to lay 
v down their arms, and surrender themselves as 
prisoners of war, when only opposed by the- 
militia and the country people, rising in a mass 
against them. How easily, if not prevented 
by the God of battles, might the enemy have 
overcome. O Lord, may these memorable in- 
stances of thy goodness to us, be written in in- 
delible characters upon our hearts ; and appear in 
our lives, by universal obedience- to thy com- 
mands. .Without this thorough reformation, by ' 
the faith of the gospel, though the fatal blow may 
be 'suspended for a season, it must take place ; 
and, we may fear, with double severity, after 
having rendered ourselves doubly guilty, by re- 
sisting every effort made for our deliverance. 

April 14. Sabbath last, 1 was glad to go to 
the house of God in the morning, though my ex- 
pectations were not fully answered. On coming 
home soon after, I went to prayer with a Chris- 


reached the coast of Ireland, under Admiral Bouvet, who 
appeared off Bantry Bay, but was forced from that situa- 
tion in a few days by tempestuous weather, and obliged to 
return to Fraiice, without effecting a landing. In this 
disastrous expedition, the French lost not less than three 
ships of the line, and three frigates, from the adverse ele- 
ments.” 

Bainc’s History of the War , b. i. ch. 22, p. 167. 
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tian friend, without any enlarged expectations. 
Yet my gracious God and Father broke into my 
soul in a wonderful manner ; ahd so clearly ap- 
peared to the eye of faith, as seated on a throne 
of grace, willing to hear and help, as astonished 
me ; and, if I may so express it, held out the 
sceptre of mercy, as a token of love and gracious 
acceptance, as king Ahasuerus did of old to Esther. 
This passage of Scripture immediately occurred 
to my mind ; but O, how different the conde- * 
scension : the latter was but an earthly monarch, 
though he reigned over twenty-seven provinces ; * 
the former, the King Eternal, Immortal, Invi- 
sible, the Only-Wise God. A solemn, deep, yet 
sweet sense of the Divine presence penetrated . 
my whole soul ; and through mercy, I have never 
since lost the glorious view. O that it may prove 
transforming, and that I may be enabled to walk 
more humbly and closely with God than ever. 

May 12. O God, how good, how strong art 
thou. On Thursday, had a sweet season in secret 
prayer. Soon after, my soul was much blessed 
with the perusal of a Christian friend’s letter, 
highly favoured of the Lord. Jehovah drew nigh, 
and my soul felt as if set on fire ; not only in 
point of strong desire, but of enjoyment. It was 
a precious season. Soon after, when joining a 
few Christian friends in prayer, praise, and Chris- 
tian conversation, I found the place rendered 
sacred by the Divine presence ; while my God, 
set clearly before me, that inward life the Chris» 
tian is called to live by faith in Jesus ; and gave 
0 2 
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me a rich taste' of it. 1 felt sinking into Deity, 
losing myslelf in the ocean of Divine love ; while 
Jehovah seemed to fill all space. In the evening, 
when in secret before God, he again repeated his 
wonderftil goodness j felt so near, so manifested 
his Divine presence, as I can no ways express or 
explain. O Lord, grant great and permanent 
effects ; let it not pass away unimproved, as too 
many of these wonderful and gracious manifes- 
tations have done ; at least, not so much im- 
proved as they might have been, had I besen more 
faithful. O Lord, I have daily cause of humi- 
liation, before thee ; yet this does not prevent thy 
flow of mercy to me. How wonderful thy good- 
ness, for Christ’s sake,, to thy poor dust and ashes. 

1 would lie low before thee, and lament my un- 
worthiness and unfaithfulness. 

. June 30, Friday. 1 have reason to blefts the 
Lord for a sweet sense of his love shed abroad in 

* 

my heart, with a deep, very deep consciousness 
of his goodness, both ith respect to public and 
private affairs. Truly my meditations upon these 
doings of the Lord have been very comfortable. 
With respect to the former, I seem to have a 
sweet notice from on high, that public calamities 
have been retarded, our tranquillity lengthened, 
and many remarkable interpositions in behalf of 
our country obtained, by the unceasing prayer 
that has for many months been ascending in the 
name of Jesns, in various places, and by every 
denomination of Christians. And it appears to 
me, that while this spirit of prayer is continued. 
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national judgements will be suspended. I feel, 
therefore, a dread, lest any of us should be le6S 
frequent, or fervent, at a throne of grace now, 
when public affairs wear a more pleasing aspect : 
may a gracious God prevent it. I believe also it 
is particularly pleasing to him, that so many in 
different places, and in various situations in life, 
are stirring themselves up, to spread the know-* 
ledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, both at home 
and abroad. O that this keen edge may never 
wear off, and that the Lord may countenance 
every attempt made agreeable to his will, for the 
Conversion of sinners, and the building up of his 
saints. 

July 21, Friday. These last eight days I have 
been much favoured with intense breathings after 
all the life of God ; and tried with a keen sense 
of my weakness, and inability, to walk up to 
the light given. My heart almost breaketh for 
longings after what I do not attain. Help, Lord, 
— how long : O let it suffice. The time is short. 
Give me all I desire ; all, ally that is in thee ; all 
that, as a creature, I can receive. The way is made 
plain; the promises are on my side; also the 
faithfulness of God. I enjoy many sweet and pow 
erful manifestations of the love of the Father and 
the Son; but these cannot suffice. My God, 
undertake for me, level every mountain. I have 
long felt my own weakness ; now let me prove 
thy mighty power made manifest in it, and thine 
shall be the glory. Since last date, 1 have had a 
kind of general notice on my mind, as if the 
0 3 
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Lord had jnore work for me, while my heart feel? 
ardently desirous of being employed by him. I 
long for more active service, and plead and wish 
that he would raise up some to join me in it. 
Lord, let this light shine clearer, and make the 
impression deeper, if from thee. 

, August 11, Friday. Surely I am called to 
declare that God is love. Much of his goodness 
has passed before me since last date. * Had, last 
sabbath, an opportunity of remembering the 
dying love of Jesus, with power to make known 
all my wants at his table; though not such a 
rich enjoyment of Divine things. On Monday, 
the eternal world and its blessed inhabitants 
seemed nigh* I felt as if mingling with kindred 
spirits, that bad escaped from a land of misery, 
to the abodes of bliss. In the evening found 
it good to meet with a select few, and join in 
prayer, praise, and Christian conference. Many 
are my opportunities : O that my progress 
bore any proportion. One evening, after the 
fatigue of much business, while in secret prayer, 
the Lord Jesus drew unexpectedly nigh ; quick 
as lightning he touched my heart with the fire 
of his love. I very soon found it was preparatory 
to trials, from which I suffered keenly for some 
time. I cried to my God to help, and lead into 
his will, which in mercy he soon did ; pointed 
out my way, and gave power to walk in it, 
trusting in himself; rising above nature's false 
feelings, and victory quickly followed. A song of 
grateful praise was put into my mouth, and iqte 
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the hearts of others, particularly concerned in 
the final issue of the affair. O God, who is a 
c God like unto thee! How often have I proved 
-thee, in various kinds of straits, a present aid. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul. O that every instance 
.of thy goodness may bring me nearer to thyself, 
and increase my conformity to the Divine Image. 

October 20, Friday. My comforts have not 
been so strong these some days past, though still 
•a measure of the Divine manifestation, with which 
.1 was favoured some weeks ago, remains ; with 
.a small renewal of it at times. My soul has 
.mourned after greater nearness to my God. 1 felt 
as if I could not live without it. My feeling* 
-were something similar to what the poet ex- 
presses, of “ tears that delight, and sighs that 
<waft to heaven,” for I experienced an increase of 
Divine love while thus exercised. But, alas, it 
is but a drop, compared with that fulness pro- 
mised by a faithful God. O Lord, remove every 
hinderance, and let me prove this fulness for thy 
Name's sake. Teach me how to improve thy 
goodness ; yea, thy every dispensation both of 
grace and providence. Yesterday was a time of 
.trial in the morning, but soon after my God 
.wonderfully turned my captivity; heard prayer, 
and came down to my help; we all felt his 
•blessed presence, and made mention of his loving- 
kindness. I felt astonished at his goodness and 
power. O how soon can he turn mourning into 
joy. 

0 4 
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Words fail to say, what my feelings have been 
these days past, on account of the wonderful in- 
terposition of a God of love as to public affairs ; 
just when we seemed ou the brink of destruction 
as an island. O how dark the political horizon 
appeared, from the recent events that had taken 
place in Paris ; and from the sailing of the Dutch 
fleet (so long blocked up in their harbour, by the 
vigilance of Admiral Duncan) to join the formida- 
ble armament at Brest. It was believed a deter- 
mined design to invade Great Britain or Ireland, 
and most likely both. At this critical moment, 
our Almighty Preserver appeared in onr behalf, 
and delivered into our hands, after a desperate 
engagement, nine or ten of the Dutch ships, in- 
cluding two flag ships, with both admirals. Lord, 
how great is thy mercy ! How great is thy power, 
for it is thy doings; therefore, to thee be all the 
glory. O write it deep on every British heart, 
“ it is the doing of the Lord and teach all of 
us to render the thanks and praise that is due. O 
that tby goodness would lead us as a people to 
repentance. O God, give thy blessing with this 
signal deliverance, that we may yet be preserved 
and made a holy and a happy people. I never 
felt more jealous for the glory of, my God, than 
on this signal occasion, lest we should not see, 
and that eminently, his hand, in this great bu- 
siness ; lest we should give that praise to men 
(who are but his instruments) which 'is due to 
the Lord alone. Surely he is the Hearer of 
prayer. * None, O Lord, cry to thee in vain, that 
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ory aright. Blessed God, maintain 1 what thm* 
bast wrought for us.* * 

November 3, Friday. The tide of spiritual 
temptation has run high these eight days* My 
conflicts with the powers of darkness strong;, 
yet have felt support, and, at times, comfort : a 
struggling into God ; a wrestling spirit for every 
purchased blessing; especially sanctification, with 
the seal of the Holy Spirit. Without t Air, 1 find 
the power of painful temptation soon dims the 
evidence that arises from the fruit of the Spirit* 
T have felt powerfully drawn to a throne of grace 
these days past ; yet when there, had the mor-* 
tification to find all my kindling ardors die away * 
notwithstanding, 1 have sensibly experienced an 
increase of the love of God* He certainly, in 
some small degree, is my God and my all. But 
O, having tasted of his love, I cannot rest till 1 
am lost in him; filled with all his promised 
fulness. 1 burn with desire to glorify him > and 
feel at the same time such an inability, such a 
piercing sense of my nothingness, as 1 can no 
ways, express. Omy God, when wilt thou satiate 
my weary soul; when wilt thou replenish my 
sorrowful heart: hasten the long~wished for 
period. 

* This action, which was gallantly contested by the prin- 
cipal part of the enemy’s fleet, proved one of the* most 
brilliant and decisive' engagements recorded in our naval 
annals. It was fought between Camperdown and Egmont 
the land being about nine miles to leeward, October 11th 
this year. For further particulars, 

Vide Baines 9 Biss, fyc. b. S, oh.' 1, p. * 
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Of late, I have felt the most ardent desire to 
exalt the Lord Jesus Christ; With what delight 
do 1 confess, and firmly believe Him the Son of 
God, equal with the Father ; j tea, God over alt , 
blessed for evermore .-—King of Zion. Also, the 
compassionate High Priest , over the house of God. 
This in nothing derogates from the dignity of hi9 
kingly office. I lament the awful heresy of the 
day, and truly pity the authors and abettors of it. 
The former goes to rob Christ of all his glory, 
and to reduce him to alevel with the creatures that 
were created by him ; for he created all things 
lift latter, to the utmost of their limited power, 
baild and support this wretched system of doc- 
trine ; and, by every possible means, disseminate 
their destructive principles. But the baseless 
fabric cannot stand, it must tumble down. “ The 
heathen may rage, and the people imagine a vain 
thing : kings and rulers may take counsel toge~ 
iher, against the Lord, and against his Anointed ? 
but he that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh, 
the Lord shall have them in derision/’ Pity them, 
O my God, in time ; that they may not be 01 U 
serable through eternity. 

LETTER LXXXV. 


TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

August 1797. 

Although the letters in general of my friend 
iu^the Lord, are made spirit and life to my soul. 


3d by Google 



DARCY, LADY MAXWELL. 


still I am generally, by one circumstance or 
another, prevented answering so soon as I could 
wish, even for my own sake. Every morning, 
I plead with my God to fit me for what he may 
call me to in the course of the day. If tp write, 
that he may guide my pen ; if to speak, that he 
may put his words in my mouth ; if to act, that 
he may give that wisdom which cometh down 
from above : in hopes of the answer, I wish, I 
look, that the Hearer of Prayer may lead to 
some profitable matter. At this time, I praise 
him, for his goodness to you; and it is also 
matter of great thankfulness, I have to praise 
him for his goodness to myself, in public, in 
private, and in secret. Truly I may say, “ God 
is Love.” How condescending ! How low does 
he stoop, to his dust and ashes ! He makes me 
to rejoice. The Lord is King, and the King is 
now my Friend. How endearing, how delightful 
my fellowship with Deity, since I last wrote, 
eternity, alone can say ! And yet, O how far short 
of my vast, yea, unbounded desires. Great is 
my encouragement to press on, from him who 
delights to do his needy creatures good. Con- 
scious of my many wants, I often, especially 
when with a few of his children for the purpose 
of social prayer, praise, and Christian conference, 
call upon my God to draw nigh ahd bless us 
Jehovah instantly appears, and so penetrates me 
with a deep sense of his presence, as I would, in 
vain attempt to express ; but all present confess, 
. 5< God is here.”' The adversary, before these pre- 
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cious seasons, tries every method to harass me, 
and to atop my month, by confusing my ideas. 
I feel snob sterility of thought, such barrenness 
of expression, as is for the time truly trying : 
but He, whom men and devils must obey, soon 
commands him hence; and then the reign of 
light, life, love, and liberty takes place, and I 
sink sWeetly into God. Nor is it a solitary 
blessing ; while the words he gives are spoken in 
simplicity, ail feel , and ail praise. \ 

Self-emptying work still goes forward, as pre- 
paratory, I trust, to larger incomes than ever. 
I see and feel my own nothingness in a way .1 
cannot express ; but as my friend well under- 
stands from her own experience. I literally find 
that I can do nothing, to any purpose, without 
continual assistance from Him, who giveth wil- 
lingly. This has led me into such an habitual 
looking up for help, as enables me in some 
sort to go forward, in whatever I am called to ; 
though not always so as to please myself. 

“ O that all the art might know 
Of living thus to thee ! 

Find their heaven begun below, 

And here thy glory see ; 

Walk in all the works prepar’d 
~ By thee to exercise their grace ; 

Till they gain their full reward, 

And see thy glorious face!** 

These word# of ope of our hymns, struck me 
forcibly a few days ago, when called to speak of 
the Lord’s dealings with my soul : and feeling 
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rather a degree of embarrassment, from the 
temptations above mentioned, they seemed so 
immediately given, and so expressed the language 
of my heart, as filled with gratitude, and set my 
lips at liberty. How am I blessed, and yet how 
unworthy, , O my God, how undeserving of thy 
notice. O help me to glorify and enjoy th^e to 
the uttermost . This is all I live for. # 

1 think, if my heart does not deceive me, my 
general manner of life is a walking in the sim * 
plicity of faith : yet, with the conscious dignity 
of a soul closely united to Deity, .that would grasp 
Infinity itself. Though lam willing to be the 
servant of all, to their edification, I cannot stoop 
to the trifles of life, which appear to many so 
' important ; neither to give much of my time to 
the creature. Having God, a little of them goes 
a great way. 

You feel your God is your ail; to direct, com-* 
fort, and instruct still further in the deep things 
of Deity; to enlarge your powers of reception, 
that you may sink still deeper in the boundless 
ocean of his pure love ; till all you are is lost in 
him, and he is all yoqr own. What endless cause 
of praise ! Yet how feeble is our humanity ! How 
many the weaknesses, less or more, inseparably 
connected with growing years. To bear them 
with patience, and Christian fortitude and dignity, 
and so as to glorify the Giver of all our mercies^ 
is most desirable. The enemy tempts me, at times?, 
to look forward a few years ; and insinuates, if { 
should see them, what weaknesses I may then 


Digitized by Google 



302 


THE LIFE OP 


experience; but I cast him and these thoughts 
behind, and leave all to my God, who has cared 
for me hitherto, and will to the end. I have 
thought of late that he has more work for me, 
but as yet I do not see where, or how ; this also 
1 leave % with him. As an island, still we arc 
spared ; how wonderful ! His goodness in this 
respect deeply affects me. 

Is there any prospect 6f primitive Christianity 
being revived in your city ? A spirit of love, I 
understand, has prevailed in the Conference. God 
is with us here ; though we have not any remarka- 
ble ingathering of souls. Your heart, [hope, will 
never be estranged from that beloved Connexion. 
I would write to Miss Ritchie, but know not 
where to find her. A keen edge is upon the 
spirit of many in Scotland, which leads to many 
laudable attempts to spread the knowledge of 
th(? truth, at home and abroad. Since the de- 
parture of my two valuable friends, I have- 
stood much alone ; none, comes to my help* 
either to assist with purse or counsel. Lately, I 
have wished that the Lord would bring forward 
some able and willing; I am much tried with 
-the embarrassed state of Lady G — ’s funds ; more 
especially, as there is no surplus of my own : while 
opportunities, of various kinds, are daily oc- 
curring for active service, and my heart is keenly 
*ct for usefulness ; but this also I must leave with 
God. Help me by. your prayers; and believe 
me, with Christian regard, your poor fellow- 
pilgrim, D. Maxwell. 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 


TO MISS RITCHIE. 

September 5, 1797. 

’ It bas long been upon my mind to answer dear 
Miss Ritchie’s profitable letter, received several 
months ago. She will, through the influence of 
that love which hopeth all things, forgive my 
seeming neglect, and accept a few lines written 
in the Christian spirit; and, in some degree, 
under a sweet gale of heavenly and Divine love. 
Of late, I have, through undeserved mercy, been 
much favoured with close and delightful fellow- 
ship with the Father, and the Son. O how does 
-this dignify human nature ; I must also say, how 
does it humble it, even to the dust. What a 
world of consolation, pure and indescribable, 
springs from this sacred fountain ; ever full, yet 
ever flowing. And how simple the mode of con- 
veyance, by faith . This is, indeed, a wonder- 
working principle, as one justly terms it. I shall 
bless my God, through all the unwasting ages of 
eternity, for the many useful lessons he has taught 
roe respecting it; and still continues to teach 
me, and bears with my slowness in learning and 
practising them. O, who is a God like unto oar 
God ? I hope I may venture to say, he is my God 
and my all ; who performeth all things for me. 

“ Far above all earthly things, 

While yet my hands are here employ’d, 

Sees my soul, the King of Kings, 

And freely talks with God.*' 
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Amazing privilege : “ Lord, what is man, that 
thou dost thus visit him.” I have but a taste 
compared with what is purchased ; and what I 
may be enabled to receive, 

1 bless the Lord, he daily sets before me the 
glorious prize ; (ill the communicable fulness of 
‘Deity . The door stands open j be kindly invites 
me to come forward ; and gives for my encou- 
ragement a sweet taste , which the poverty of 
human language prevents nay explaining. A t a 
prayer-meeting, about two or three weeks ago, 
my God gave me a rich display of his mercy. God 
the Father, and Son, broke in with sweet sur- 
prize upon my s'oul. He has given many pow- 
erful renewals of it since ; and though not always 
with the same degree of joy, it has abode with me 
to the present moment. For some considerable 
time past, in our little class-meeting, in my own 
house, we have beeu most uncommonly favoured 
with the Divine presence. Jehovah comes down, 
and consecrates the plane by his presence ; and 
we .are ail constrained to confess a present God. 
He overshadows me, and fills with such a deep* 
holy, reverential awe, sweetly tempered with 
love, as 1 cannot explain. 1 sensibly feel that 1 
speak under a sacred nncljon, which reaches the 
hearts of others ; and ao afiects my own, that if 
seems as if the curtains of mortality were drawn 
aside, and heaven opened to our view. They Are 
indeed precious seasons. O that we may be en- 
abled to improve them to the uttermost. , 

I praise my God, who still, keeps me. poor in 
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spirit ; truly sensible of my short-comings ; yet 
constantly thirsting after the full enjoyment of 
every purchased blessing, and surrounded with 
the presence of the first Person of the glorious 
Trinity. How wonderful his condescension I For 
still I find my fellowship and intercourse is more 
constantly with the Father than with the Son ; 
sometimes with both. And still I find commu- 
nion with Jehovah, attended with a much larger 
measure of holy, solemn, reverential awe than 
-with the Son. A peculiar degree of inexpressible 
.sweetness attends the latter. , I feel that I every 
moment want the merit of his blood, and every 
.moment enjoy it: blessed Jesus, how infinite my 
.obligations to Thee. 

I fed at times shy to write, or speak, of the 
deep things of Cod ! lest my testimony should 
not be received, or not understood j or lest any 
should suppose 1 have more grace than I really 
have. But I feel this inward life is so powerfully 
maintained, whilst I testify of it, that I cannot 
be altogether silent ; though I do not often either 
write or speak folly of it. Let us press on to the 
heights and depths of redeeming love ; and assist 
each other by- prayer, &c. as our Lord shall direct. 
Our new .preachers, this year, have.been ushered 
into their appointment in this circuit with many 
-tokens for good. Wishing Miss Ritotpe every 
blessing purchased for her, I am, in gospd 
.bonds, her friend and fellow pilgrim, 

P- Maxwell, 


Digitized by Google 



306 


THE LIFE OF 


1798 . 


Diary and Correspondence continued . 


January 5. In the beginning of this year, as 
usual, I renewed my engagement to be the Lord's, 
and only for him, with all I have, and am, or 
ever shall have. Lord, ratify the deed, and accept 
the poor gift of a poor worm, because offered 
upon that altar that sanctifies the gift. The day 
following, when at a throne of grace, and when 
beginning to ask the life of one of his ministers, 
Jehovah poured a spirit of prayer upon me ; gave 
me a sensible manifestation of his love, and in- 
crease of fellowship ; with much liberty to pray 
for the spiritual prosperity of his servant, but little 
freedom to ask for his life. I seemed to meet 
his spirit at a throne of grace, as full of joyous 
sensations before his God ; and gratitude to me, 
for the interest taken in his welfare. I have 
hardly once bowed a knee in prayer since, with- 
out a repetition of this ; nor ever lifted up my heart 
to the Lord, whether alone or with others, but in- 
stantly my friend joined me in spirit ; when even 
his countenance appeared to the eye of my mind, 
as full of heavenly joy. This being rather a new 
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thing. to me, I feel unable to decide upon it, and 
what to think of it I know not ; therefore, ohly 
pimply state the matter of fact. It is possible, in 
the course of providence, I may hear of something 
that will prove explanatory. I praise my God, 
who so blessed my own soul in my attempts to 
help a precious fellow-creature ; and still helps 
me to hold fast the blessing. This requires no 
explanation being no unusual thing. O for gra- 
tifcude. 

February 2, Friday. Surely my God hath heard, 
pitied, and helped me, since last Friday. The 
latter part of that day, the Lord was good, and 
when tried unexpectedly, appeared in my behalf. 
He took hold, as it were, of my heart, and pre- 
vented any. painful feeling; and filled me with a^ 
strong hope that he would undertake my cause, 
in one way or another; so that I remained un- 
moved, though appearances were much against 
attaining the object I had in view. But if the 
Lord says, “Fear not,” “faith laughs at impos- 
sibilities, and cries, it shall be done.’’ Though 
not as yet done, still my trust is in Him, who 
never fails to fulfil the hopes himself hath given. 
The following day, also, especially in the even- 
ing, the Lord felt graciously near, and my hope 
strong. On the Monday, likewise, I had reason 
to praise him ; when reading of the Lord Jesus, 
he suddenly drew nigh, wonderfully clear to the 
eye of faith ; and very soon after, in secret prayer, 
gave me a delightful view of the Sacred Trinity, 
of the personality of the Father, Son, and Holy 
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Ghost; of their equality, in power and glory, 
and sameness of substance. On Thursday, iu 
Secret prayer, he gave me sweet access to a 
throne of grace. I have since -been tried with 
the distress and danger of one nearly allied by 
the ties of nature ; for whom much prayer has 
ascended for his life, but more especially for 
the life of his soul. Hear, Lord, and answer 
the many petitions offered up for our poor guilty 
country ; and, if possible, spare us yet. 1 bless the 
Lord for the privilege of secret prayer. What a 
source of comfort and profit to one’s own soul* 
and that of others. Here we are permitted to 
pour out our souls, when grief assails, when 
danger is nigh, or apprehended to be so ; when 
difficulties increase, and close and variegated 
trials press the spirits down ; and in all these 
cases, find help, less or more, sooner or later, 
as our compassionate God aud Saviour sees best. 

March 23, Friday. Since last date, l have' bad 
some sweet aud profitable times. On Monday 
evening, at the prayer-meeting, the Lord was pre- 
sent to bless and do us good. Through mercy, I 
obtained an answer, in a measure, to a petition fre- 
quently put up of late respecting that meetings O 
that it may be fully answered. A. fresh flame of 
Strung desire spemed kindled in my soul, for the 
full possession of the fullest salvation of God. O 
howl longed to plunge into the Godhead’s deepest 
sea of holy, pure, perfect love. I felt all on fire to 
be lost in the immensity of Deity. Since then, 
have been much drawn out in secret prayer to 


Digitized by Google 



DARCY, LA»Y MAXWELL. 300 

0 

plead for it ; and have been favoured with such 
enlarged desires, such expanded glorious views 
of it, as brought a present heaven into my soul. 
The language of my heart was, and is, 

“ Sink me to perfection’s height, 

The depth of humble love.” 

This, not as a glorious acquisition to aggrandize, 
and bring much respect and admiration to self 
from surrounding creatures, or self-approba- 
tion ; but, as the accomplishment of the gospel 
promises, to help me more to glorify God. These 
are scattered richly through the New Testament ; 
such as 1st Corinthians, xiiith chapter, from the 
4th verse to the end ; also, chapter iiid of the 
Ephesians, from the 6th verse to the end ; also, 
chapter vth of the 2d Thessalonians, from the 
16th verse to the 24th inclusive. Though most 
of these are rather in the language of prayer and 
exhortation, than promises ; yet it alters not the 
case, as we are morally certain, the apostle 
would neither have exhorted those to Whom he 
wrote, to do these things ; nor have prayed for 
them himself if they were not to be obtained. 
Nay, he expressly says* at the 24th verse of the 
last reference : <f Faithful is he that catteth you , 
who also will do it ” What will he do ? He will 
sanctify wholly; he will 611 with that perfect 
love that casteth out all fear. And all this will 
sink the creature to the dust, feeling, as well as 
seeing, we arc nothing,- and that Christ is all in 
all . None prize a Saviour as do these humble 
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souls; they feel they can do nothing without 
him; 

“ Weaker than.a bruised reed, 

Help they every moment need,** 

They are taught to live every moment by faith 
upon him ; not as an abstracted speculative prin- 
ciple, but by a faith that brings deep peace and 
present power. O my God, let me, for thy Name’s 
sake, enjoy much of this full salvation, that 
stands so closely connected with poverty of 
spirit ; with humble love, that gives the glory of 
all to Thee. 

After this long digression, I go on to say : — 
On Tuesday morning, I had a delightful time in 
secret, from the views given me of the great 
things Christ has purchased for hi3 people ; and 
freely bestows on those, who. Abraham-like, 
stagger not at the promises through unbelief ; 
.but become strong in faith, and thus receive 
their accomplishment. I prove the great utility 
of living by simple faith, even in my small mea- 
sure. It brings the soul to a throne of grace, 
as a child to an indulgent parent : not with a 
price in hand, but pleading only its own ne- 
cessities— and to insure a supply, the merits of 
Jesus ; who, by his meritorious sufferings, has 
purchased every blessing his people can want; 
well aware, that this alone can turn the scale in its 
favour. Lord, increase my faith, that I may 
glorify thee, by receiving all thou waitest to give. 
On Thursday, the Lord was present to teach and 
comfort us, when met for the purpose of praise. 
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prayer, and Christian conference, as those of old; 
and at night, in secret prayer, I was enabled to 
plead for more grace > deeply conscious of my 
short-comings, and saw both the willingness of 
my God to bestow, and the value of the blessings 
I asked. Lord, answer speedily. Have still been 
enabled to retain a measure of the blessing be- 
stowed at the Lord’s Supper as formerly men- 
tioned. Yet I have been of late much and vari- 
ously exercised in mind, on many accounts ; and 
have had some severe trials to encounter : yet, if 
competent to judge, I feel more desirous of power 
to glorify my gracious God, by living in his will, 
than to be delivered from them. He knows what 
is best for me, and has ever been good to me in 
all his dispensations ; therefore, I still endeavour 
in all to say, “ Thy will be done and, also, in 
all to trust in him. I do find it good so to do ; 
though yet many petitions, frequently and fer- 
vently put up, remain unanswered. 

April 6, Friday. Still I walk in darkness, and 
have no light, in point of providential dispensa- 
tions : but this I must qualify, so far as to say, 
it is only as to particulars. The Lord has, 1 
think, given reason to believe, in general, judge- 
ments will overtake our guilty lands ; but as to 
the precise time, the manner, the weight, the 
duration, I am altogether ignorant. How far 
either Church or State will be affected by them, 
I know not ; or what the final result will be, ex- 
cept that they will he followed by great days of 
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the gospel.* O God, thou art ft God of mercy ! 
Judgement is thy strange work ; therefore I look 
up to thee* I can trust in thee in the time of 
trouble: thou hast given me good cause so to 
do. . Yet, Lord, my heart trembles within me, 
and I am afraid of thy just judgements . Just 
they will be, come when they will.. My inmost 
soul keenly feels the wonderful length and depth 
of thy mercy in sparing me so long. O that it 
may be sanctified to saints and sinners.f 

With respect to the state of my own mind 
these eight days, 1 have had no very remarkable 
manifestations of Divine love, or visitations of 
severe trial. I have experienced sweet renewal* 
of the blessing bestowed some weeks ago, at a 
sacramental occasion ; some comfortable seasons 
at a throne of grace, in secret ; and found that 
simple faith in Jesus, in time of trial, with ,prayer, 
has power with God. 1 have for many years 
viewed it my chief end to glorify God, and proved 
it my chief happiness to enjoy him. These views, 
of late, seem to grow brighter, and more impres- 

* This seems almost prophetic. Thank God, we lire to 
see those days. 44 O Jesus, ride on till all be subdued.” 

f These were not the apprehensions of a weak and 
trfnorous mind. Such was the general alarm, that the 
voluntary contributions for the rapport of the British go- 
vernment against the threatened French invasion, amounted 
this year to upwards of two millions and a half sterling, 
besides 139,332/. 15#. 2d. remitted from British residents 
at Bengal. 

Vide Atpin'i Ana. of Universal History, vol. i. p. 16ft 
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aive ; the will of God more precious. I seem to 
sitik deeper into it ; am made willing to embrace 
it, more uniformly, and more nniversally, than, 
ever. I feel not only unwilling to cboose for my- 
self, but quite inadequate to the task of deciding' 
what is best, and, therefore, esteem it a great- 
privilege to have my God to choose for me in allt 
tilings. Blessed Lord, carry forward thy work) 
in me with a more marked progress. All- my 
soul cries, out for this'} and all the powers oft 
darkness unite to prevent it : but the God of sat-' 
ration is above them all. 

May 12, Friday. Still my God is doing 1 his< 
needy creature good. In the course of these 5 
last eight days, I have been favoured with many 1 
opportunities of entering the house of the Lord ; 
during the dispensation of the word and sacra- 
ment in Edinburgh and its vicinity. On the last' 
day, I looked and prayed for a spirit of holy 
mourning for myself and others, but my God 
gave me much sweet enjoyaient of himself during' 
a' discourse from, “ Draw nigh unto God, and’ 
he will draw nigh unto you.” I felt sinking into 
Jehovah,— -losing myself in him ; in the posses- 
sion of holy, solemn, sweet fellowship with Deity. 
O- the wonderful condescension of the Most High, 
far hit Son's sake ! This is the meritorious cause ■ 
of Ml our mercies. Eternal praise unto him as 
the great source of all present blessings, and 
future prospects. On the great day of the feast, 
my heart was greatly lifted up in the ways of the 
Lord, and my hands made strong by the mighty 
Vol.1I. P ' 
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Godof Jacob. I felt surrounded with such an 
irresistible flood of meridian evidence for eternal 
happiness, as was pleasing to experience; yet 
felt a holy shame; deeply conscious how un- 
worthy I was of it. O that my God may be 
glorified in every instance of his goodness to his 
poor creature, by giving me to feel irfuch of its 
transforming influence. For a day or two after 
my happiness did not increase. 1 was rather 
Called to listen to Divine teaching, respecting 
greater victories over self, and more frequent 
and fervent addresses at a throne of grace. The 
former was attained ; the latter, I trust, will also 
be bestowed. Daring sevcraldays of last week, 
the love of Jesus burned in my heart with a strong 
flame. I felt very zealous for, and jealous lest, 
any should successfully attempt to rob him of 
any part of his glory, as Son of, and equal to, 
God the Fathers My heart revolted with a holy 
indignation at every attempt so injurious and 
vain : yet not so as to exclude prayer for such 
daring sinners. On Thursday, my gracious God 
was sensibly present, with a few select ones, met 
for praise, prayer, and Christian converse. It 
felt a sacred hour. Truly it is Often good for me, 
and some others, on these occasions, to draw 
nigh unto God. This morningi agreeable to in- . 
struction from on high, self was conquered ; yet, 
at secret prayei* I did not feel all that access I 
wished, neither that for which I looked ; yet 
possessed much desire for both. Soon after, in 
jriefeding with the Lord for three important things 
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in particular, and intreating for an answer, I 
seomed to obtain it for two of them, in these * 
words : “ And ye shall serve the Lord your God, 
and he shall bless thy bread and thy water and 
?n,uch comfort respecting the third, from part of 
the xxxvith and xxxviith chapters of Isaiah, where 
Hezekiah' cries to the Lord against the insults of 
the enemies of the Lord, and the threatened in* 
vasion of his lands by the king of Assyria, and 
by his General Rabshakeh, Twice Isaiah was 
commissioned by the Lord to deliver most com- 
fortable answers to his requests. I would lie 
low before the Lord on account of his goodness, 
and my owu unworthiness. He gave me much 
comfort this day also from these words, “ Callj* 
upon me and I will auswer thee, and shew thee 
great and mighty, things which thou knowest 
not;” also, “ B.ehold, I will bring health, and a 
cure ; and 1 will cure them, and will reveal unto 
them the abundance of peace and truth.” Also, 
" Behold the days come, saitb the Lord, that J 
will perform that good thing which I have pro- 
mised unto the house of Israel, and to the house 
of Judah.” Amen ; even so be it, as thou bast 
spoken unto thy dust and ashes. 

18, Friday. : Still, through the tender 

, mercy of my God, I have to record fresh, proofs 
of his goodness, since the 12tb inst. On Tues- 
day last, when hearing my week-day school ex- 
amined, (for the purpose of dismissing, with a 
Bible, and with prayer, praise, and much exhor- 
tation,; nineteen scholars fully taught, besides two 
P 2* 
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more of one year’s standing only, now put into 
the Orphan Hospital,) I felt very languid j but 
on lifting up my request to the Hearer of prayer, 
that he would give me the souls of all the young 
ones present (forty-nine) for my hire, my God 
. drew nigh, very nigh, and I felt filled with a 
reverential awe : — a heaven of silent, holy love, 
overspread my whole soul. Indescribable serenity, 
a deep, sweet sense of the Divine presence, 
pierced my heart. O that my request may be 
given me. In the evening, Jehovah again broke 
in with holy, sweet surprise, upon my whole soul, 
(though not engaged in any devotional exercise) 
With all his softening power, and my heartfelt 
filled with heavenly tenderness 5 yea, all dissolved 
iii’ love. O, what must the full fruition of Deity 
above be, when here below, a drop, a degree of 
'nearness, so captivates the soul ; so arrests every 
'power of the nlind, that faith seems lost m enjoy- 
'ment ! Blessed Lord, enlarge my capacity, and 
*fill me 1 with thy fulness. 

August 24, Friday. I have many mercies and 
privileges to acknowledge. The commuuion of 
'particular saints lias been sweet 5 and of others, 
I trust, profitable j as /t'lfcd to much, very much 
prayer; Hut'still thcy are not my God. O bow 
empty would every privilege be without his 
Divine presence ! this increases, greatly increases 
every temporal and spiritual privilege in point of 
enjoyment. The full fruition' of Deity,- Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, One Goo, atone can satisfy 
’ the Vast desires of my soul. This -includes con- 
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formity and continual fellowship ; and I believe 
the latter is in exact proportion to the former,. 
In the nature of things it tpust be so. My soul 
pants after holiness on this account. O let the 
Almighty fiat go forth ! My God has so formed 
my spirit, that 1 cannot be happy but in himself. 
Mistress of the whole universe, what a poor, 
empty, miserable creature should I be ! What 
an aching void should I feel without Him ! Come 
then, my God, fulfil my large desires, large as 
infinity. Give all my Jesus hath purchased ; with 
not only inclination, but power to lay it out all 
for Thee. 

October 26, Friday. Since last Friday I have 
been confined lathe house, but yesterday I went 
abroad, and felt my Lord nigh, and his love in- 
creased in my soul ; had, also, a sweet time in 
secret in the morning ; and at noon also, when 
with two of his ministering servants : — they also 
were comforted. I have found my absence from 
the house of God painful, though at times have 
felt holy, sweet nearness to him. This is my 
element. But O, who that has tasted of this 
exquisite enjoyment, but must pant for more. 
Surely this is congenial to the new creature, to 
the heaven -born soul : but the blessing’of desire , 
even the most intense, is far short of possession . 
Come then, O my God, and every pioment fill 
my soul with thy pure love ; encompass with 
thy presence ; encircle in thy Divine arms. O 
what is all the world calls great, or good ; what 
49 all terrestrial happiness, when compared with 
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the pure, the perfect love of God, that casteth 
but fear ; that, as it were, annihilates self. Then 
the soul feels lost in God, — blessed with inex- 
pressible nearness to Jehovah, through the only 
medium, the Lord Jesus Christ. I have but 
tatted of this ; yet, blessed be God for a taste , 
which I trust is a prelude to the full enjoyment. 
At times, in the course of these eight days, the 
cup has felt bitter ; yet, I think the bitterest 
ingredient was feeling, to my own apprehen- 
sion, a want of power to glorify my God in the 
fires, as I wished. His will is very precious, and 
my feelings very quick ; the smallest deviation 
pains accutely. 

O the height and depth of Divine mercy to our 
guilty lands ! The poverty of human language 
prevents expressing what I feel, and what other* 
should feel, on the present occasion. Just before 
the Brest fleet got to the Irish shore, with about 
6,000 troops, arms, ammunition, stores, cloth-- 
• ing, and much money, to jpin the Irish rebels ; 

our God interposed, and gave the whole into our 
v hands, by Sir Jdhn Borlase Warren. Lord, to 
thee all glory is due ! Incline all to give it.* 


* This victory was highly important in its consequences* 
Is it led to the final termination of the Irish rebellion. A 
rebellion bloody and abhorrent, and which bad continued 
to rage with unrelenting fury, for three months, in which 
more than thirty thousand lives were Sacrificed, and pro- 
perty to the amount of Upwards of two millions sterling de- 
stroyed; and which, after throwing the whole kingdom 
into indescribable confusion and dismay, overwhelmed the 
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' December 28,- Friday. The cup of blessing I 
have, in a delightful degree, been permitted to 
drink of, since the 21st. My obligations to a God 
.of love greatly increase : yet, still I thirst for 
.more. My desires are insatiable after the Chief 
.Good. O, who that loves his God, can love 
enough P I feel much holy shame that I come 
so far behind. I loathe myself, and into nothing 
fall, when thus highly favoured from on high. 
These days past, especially at times, my nearness 
to Ddty I cannot express. One of these precious 
seasons I enjoyed yesterday, when employed as 
1 generally am on that day. Such an astonishr 
ing realizing of the Divine presence. Father and 
Son, as made me amazed that faith itself could 
-make so mauifest those great realities to the eye 
of the mind. Human language can in no way 
express what the soul enjoys on these memorable 
occasions. Yet I am welfaware, that it is not the 
mere enjoyment > however exquisite , which ascer- 
tains their value, but their transforming influenced 

instigators in one common min. That the object of this 
deep-laid and extensive conspiracy was to imitate the ex- 
ample set by the people of Holland, and to erect Ireland 
into a republic, through the agency of France, cannot be 
doubted ; and had the French directory manifested as much 
promptitude in executing, as the original conspirators dis- 
played ability in forming their plans, this revolutionary 
struggle might have ended in a measure which can never 
be sufficiently deprecated ; not only as tending to the alien- 
ation of a large portion of the strength of the empire, but 
as an eVlut involving its prosperity and independence. - 
Vide B (line's His. b . 2. ch. 9. p. 249. 
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J^r this I plead with the Hearer of prayer. .0 
<that I may prevail to the utmost ! then hisgreat 
Name shall be glorified, and my soul eternally 
profited ; and perhaps some of my fellow-sinners, 
•or saints also ; for all things are possible with 
the Almighty. On Monday evening, in public, 
the Divine arm was made bare in my behalf, both 
as to additional strength and comfort, and I 
.clearly saw to whom I was indebted. -On Tues- 
day morning, and this day early, i was highly 
favoured in secret prayer, with sweet access 
'much liberty in pleading for all I wanted, and with 
~soul -animating hopes of success. The word of 
God was indeed made food to me, especially, par- 
ticular promises. O What thanks are due ! But no 
degree of grace will secure from temptation. J 
had soon after an attack from the wicked one. 
.How soon should I be conquered, but for Divine 
strength exerted in «ny weakness. My God has, 
indeed, answered my request for a blessing in 
the close of the year. May he still do greater 
things before it ejads, and increase them as soon 
as 1799 begins, and fully substantiate the hope 
fee has given, and all the praise shall be His. 

' LETTER LXXXVTI. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

May 31 , 1798. 

I bless the Lord, who put it into the heart of 
my respected friend in Jesus, to send me a few 
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fines, which came to hand only yesterday, though 
under date May 19* This morning I sensibly 
.met your spirit at a throne of grace, and seemed 
sweetly to unite in worshipping the Saered Three. 
Perhaps your God will yet spare you a littte 
longer for his church’s sake. But why should I 
wish to detain you longer from entering into the 
joy of your Lord ? He makes ypu feel, th#t 
though the earthly house fails, the immortal pa^rt 
waxes stronger and stronger! All shrinking vriy, 
I doubt not, be done away. It is owing to tl^e 
weakness of the human frame; while the so.nl 
mounts up, as on eagle's wings, to see and mq?t 
its Lord, and many kindred souls gone before* 
O glorious day ! 1 trust, through super-hbounjd- 
ing grace, to join you. What extremes n oyr 
meet \u your situation ! feeble and weak, yet the 
joy of the Lord your strength. He feeds the 
flame that shall never be extinguished : it shall 
,.burn brighter and brighter till it mingles with 
the blaze of eternal day. When you shall s^k 
into Deity, — be lost and swallowed up, in ho|y 
love> wonder, and praise. Your intense desire fpr 
.a triumphant exit, will surely be answered for the 
comfort and encouragement of those deft behind. 

My God is . still doing his needy creature good. 
Since my last, I have been favoured with Divide 
teaching, and with such intimate nearness to 
Jehovah, as no language can express. It trujy 
.'lays.japd keeps me in the dust. I loathe myself; 
. iu short, I find silence must convey my fgefiugs 
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on this part of my subject, for words cannot. 
But my friend knows what I would say from her 
own knowledge of this part of Christian expe- 
rience. I do find I would be the servant of all : 
but am unworthy of the ground on which I tread. 
I feel the universality of the fall : yet, astonishing, 
1 am raised up, for Christ’s, sake, to union with 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Jehovah teaches 
and enables me to pass through Jesus as the way 
to himself ; and there I rest as in my centre ; and 
the deeper I sink here , the less I appear in my 
own eyes, and prove extremes united. At times, 
there is such views given of those great realities, 
only seen by faith, as must remain untold ; but 
they grow more impressive, and cause my heart 
to burn with holy intense desire to possess the 
fulness of God. I cannot rest in any thing as yet 
bestowed. It seems buj; a taste. In the Select 
Society, O how does Jehovah break in upon my 
soul ; and our class, is more than ever owned 
and' favoured with the Sacred Presence. All 
glory ta him to whom alone it belongs. I am 
ashamed to "say so much : you will not mistake 
me. But this letter is by far too tedious for your 
weak frame : yet must farther say, the goodness 
of my God to our guilty lands, so overpowers 
my frame, as I cannot express. I seem to feel 
the sins of all, and blush and grieve for them 
before a God of love. 

Peace, love, joy, and abounding grace be with 
my friend on earth, and, at last, a joyous entrant* 
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into glory, be ministered onto her happy spirit, 
prays her fellow-pilgrim in the Lord Jesus, 

D.M. . 

P. S.. If strength is given to send another line, 
it will be a particular favour. If not, from one 
of your meeting. Farewell I 

D. Maxwell.. . 


JLETTER LXXXVIII. 

TO MRS. JOHNSON. 

Julylly 1798. 

My much respected and highly favoured friend’s 
letter afforded sacred satisfaction. We would 
join in calling upou our souls, and all that is 
within us, to magnify and bless the God of grace 
and consolation, for his gracious dealings with 
his people in general, and with us in particular. 
But O, 

“ What angel longue can tell, 

His love immense, unsearchable ?” 

! 

We have tasted of it, blessed be his Name ; atjd 
through mercy, are hastening, to the full enjoy- 
ment ; the Lord enlarge our receptive powers ; 
widen our capacities, and fill us full ; not merely 
for our own happiness, but that we may glorify 
him to the utmost, while on earth, and be thps 
fitted for the fullest enjoyment of Deity in eter- 
nity. My soul burns daily with increasing desire 
to glorify my God ; to sink into him, and live pi 
his will. I see this as affording the most exgui- 
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tsitely pore enjoyment, -even in this world, ^vhcse 
we are surrounded with innumerable weaknesses, 
necessarily connected with our fallen natures. 
What must it be above, when all these are done 
away P when that which is perfect is come ? We 
are lost in the inquiry ! ! t Sweet, inexpressibly 
to, has been my spiritual enjoyments since 1 last 
wrote. 1 seem to -get nearer to Jehovah ; and 
with that, such opening rays of glory — such views 
as I can no ways express or explain ! O, how 
does be bear with me ! And, when 1 plead for 
bis immediate presence, especially with one or 
- more persons . 1 that I wish to profit, he conde- 

- Meads instantly .to draw near. Of late, I have 
been more highly favoured, in -this way, than 
^bose with me. 

We have had a Mr. S — of C — , fellow of the 
College, fa most approved clergyman, and haa- 

- venty devoted soul,) preaching here for some 
weeks to crowded audiences In all my inter- 
views with him, whether alone or with others, 
more especially the former, my mouth hath been 
wonderfully -opened - to speak of the deep tbit/s 
of God: while • the Meet High witnessed to. the 

•truth, by bis presence with both of. us.; and 
my heart, from sweet /experience, corroborated 
-the evidence. 1 do not know that I ever eaet 
wjth one, except among the Methodists, >Abat 
.received with such 'evident delight, what I -said 
’ on- that subject •; or with whom 1 found. equal 
‘ liberty. -At times,- bis heart, seamed all too, <f*re 
■ -to.- teize'the- peefeet Wie$,with much. ppsaonfeap- 
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joymeht ; at others, he was dissolved in tears, 
feeling his poverty and unworthiness. I would 
hope the Lord is to-do great things' for, and by 
him. 

• With all this goodness shewn me, I am kept 
little and meau in my own eyes ; made deeply 
sensible of many weaknesses; of my ,ut ter un- 
worthiness ; so as to stand astonished that a holy 
God can love me, or even bear with me : but am, 
with my friend, taught to keep these things 
mostly to myself, well knowing they would be, 
perhaps, hurtful, to others ; yea, astujpqbliug. 

Your obligations are great indeed : a patient 
bearing, in silence, your infirmities, will bring 
glory to your God, add to the triumph of grace 
here, and to. the enhancement of glory hereafter. 
Am refreshed with the accounts of your aged 
friend, and would press after her. You will yet 
triumph mc,re. .There is a glorious work going 
on.. Farewell, highly favo.ured.soul. Through 
abounding graced . I hqpe to meet you in glory t 
till .then, let us help each other, and press through, 
and over, every- seeming hinderance. . Help, Q, 
our .God, aid tfweishaH be the glory t wkllmgjy 
MCcibttLhy P.AJkwd fL J. for ever. 

D. Maxwbjul. 
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Diary and Correspondence continued. 


April 5. Through mercy I still live, and am 
able to testify of the great goodness of my God 
and Saviour. On Sabbath morning, the 31st of 
March, soon after public worship began, especially 
during the first prayer, 1 felt much engaged with 
the Lord. My whole soul flowed oot in strong 
desire for some peculiar blessing, of which 1 stood 
much in need. While the speaker expounded 
. from the first five verses of the iid chapter of the 
Revelations, especially the fourth verse, where 
the Lord Jesus, after mentioning his knowledge 
and approbation of what was still good in the 
-church of Ephesus, charges them with having 
left their first love ; I felt involuntarily led to 
examine myself on this head, as in the presence 
of God, and thought I found some reason to con- 
clude I had not. Yet, fearing to trust my own 
conclusions in such an important matter, I begged 
the Lord to let me know, from himself \ how that 
solemn business stood. In a moment or two, 
these words seemed spoken to my heart , by the 
Lord Jesus " O woman, greatly beloved, fear 
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not.” Dreading .delusion, I feared to receive 
them, but still they were repeated again and 
again, with such power, and accompanied with 
so much love, I durst not reject them. With 
them I seemed also to obtain such an additional 
hold of Jesus, as I can by no means express. 
Many powerful renewals of this gracious visit I 
was favoured with, through that and the follow- 
ing day, and with each, a heaven of love filled my 
heart, and, I trust, a measure of humility was 
not unfelt : especially on Monday evening, I was 
lost in wonder, love and astonishment, - that the 
adorable Saviour should so condescend to a poor 
unworthy creature. It is mystery all ! O who 
can fathom the depth of redeeming love ! Almost 
every day this week 1 have proved some of his 
goodness. O that it may be permanent, and, 
by sovereign aid, purifying ! and also, a continual 
stimulus to activity and zeal in the cause and 
ways of my God. I see, I feel, how short I am ; 
- but in a moment he can work a great work. Come, 
Lord Jesus, and lay every aspiring mountaiu low ; 
and reign the Lord of evfery motion of my heart. 
How willingly shall I obey. 

May 24. ! feel more of a spirit of prayer : 1 

see more of the loveliness of Jesus ; of bis im- 
mense value j of the heaven there is in his love. 
Had 1 ten thousand worlds, how willingly would 
• I give them all to feel my heart brim-full of his 
pure love ; to have him reigning in it ; occupy- 
ing all space; bringing every thought into cap- 
tivity ^ to himself. Surely, Lord, these insatiable 
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•desires must be from on high. Wilt not tho?, 
then, fulfil them ?, Come, O my Cod, and not 
.only do this, but “ do exceedingly above all ; I 
can a$k or think for how limited .my peti- 
! lions — how scanty my thoughts ! Since the 17th 
.my comforts have not been so rich and strong as 
.often they are ; yet have cause' to be thankful. for 
.many mercies. On Monday evening, at the 
prayer-meeting, the Lord seemed to. shine an his 
work in my soul, so as to cause m c to think he 
..had done more for me than of which 1 am always 
sensible. It is only in his light we can see ai|d 
iknow the things freely given us of him. On 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, be gave n»e 
^repeated opportunities for the spiritual benefit vf 
, myfellow-creatures, especially ip the higher walks 
of. life. | 1 omitted last week mentioning a large 
opportunity given me, that occurs only annually : 
; .the examination. of my week-day school in Edin- 
burgh ; united with prayer, praise, and a most 
.appropriate exhortation to .the scholars' then dis- 
missed, fully taught.' They receive each a Bible, 
with their nainc upon it, and a single weighty 
sentence marked under it, as pronounced by the 
. minister, who delivers it ; also, an address is given 
to those scholars who are then to enter, and to 
■those 1 that , remain. About sixty children ■ were 
present, besides grown people. My God, give me 
the sonia of all that ..have been* are now, or ,evpr 
shall be In. that, .school. ,0 that 1 may mefiUfljep 
.■all. on the-righthandj.at the great day of Uqcisiqn ! 

four hundred 
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‘nine. My God I found sweetly present with us. 
On ..Thursday, as usual, he condescended to meet 
"with us of a truth, and renewed my strength, 
exhausted before by two hours close conversa- 
tion With one, who seems to be athirst for present 
salvation — for living wholly for and with God. 
Blessed Lord, let none turn her out of thy way : 
help her to press on in the good way. Though 
weakness itself, yet, gracious God, put thy words 
in my mouth on every such occasion ; then, 
speaking under an unction from on high,, it sb&H 
be in the demonstration of the Spirit and -with 
power. I long to be more useful. Indulgent 
Lord, grant my request ; and take the glory of 
*11, and make me more thankful for thy .past 
goodness. On Wednesday evening, my God was, 
tin straits, a present aid. Supposing danger was 
*iigh, I felt desirous to shun it, and cried Unto 
the Lord, who, in a moment, sent these words 
with sweetness, and a degree of power, so as to 
calm my fears, and enable me to adore his good- 
ness ; " What time I am afraid, 1 will put my 
"trust in thee/ 1 O to be more grateful ! 

July 5. My Christian experiences for these 
•eight days past are very similar to the preceding 
week, nothing worthy of remark. Only upon 
the whole, I find myself strengthened for duty, 
in body and mind, and fitted for what I was 
' called to.' On Monday morning, in secret prayer, 
-the Lord corrected a mistake I have sometimes 
of late made, in pressing after every new cove- 
-jurat blessing, namely, allowing* vehement desire 
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.after Vvhat I have not yet attained , to make rtie . 
overlook what I had, through mercy, obtained ; 
thereby lessening present enjoyment, and en- 
dangering a degree of impatience. My God 
shews me, as he has done formerly, the most 
excellent way is, that while pleading in a meek 
jtud patient spirit, faith must be exercised ; the 
heart opened for present reception ; believing the 
Lord is willing now to give, for Christ’s sake, 
.what is asked. Attempting this, I quickly foupd 
an increase. Jesus was ready to enter, and did 
pour himself into my heart. In the evening, at 
the prayer-meeting, I found the Lord owning me 
much ; blessing me with sweet consciousness of 
his presence ; which greatly increased, when a 
select few were speaking of his dealings with 
their souls, as Christian prudence directed. Here , 
indeed, he seemed to bow the heavens. and come 
down ; the mountains, as it were, flowed down 
at his presence ; my views of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, were clear , and impressive. 1 felt 
filled with wonder and love; yea, 'with what 
mortal language cannot express. Surely it was 
•a taste of heaven ; and I bless the Father, of 
Mercies it has often been renewed since; or I 
may rather say continued with me. It was a 
r meal, in the strength of which, I have made 
many exertions. O my God, grant it may be 
.the beginning of greater things than ever : I pant 
for a larger sphere of usefulness : l would be 
ever either getting or doiqg good : .1 would, but 
thou must give the power. On Wednesday eveu- 
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fog", though in company, I had a sweet renewed 
of the blessing, aiming at faithfulness for my 
God, be owned and helped me : but much more 
•so on Thursday noon, when with a few of those 
that lore and enjoy bim, and preach the gospel 
of Christ, who. were met expecting his pre- 
sence ; and of a truth he more than realized' 
■our expectations. What in bis lovO possessed 
We not ? There seemed a heaven without, and a 
heaven within ; but still the poverty of human 
language lays an embargo on my pen; but 
sweet, inexpressibly sweet, as these wonderful 
visitations are, it is their transforming influ- 
ence I chiefly value. Give me this, O my God, 
then shall I glorify thee, in the reception of thy 
■favours; here I feel painfally short ; pity and 
save. 

26. Since last date, my God has been 

good in various ways. On Sabbath, found it 
good to wait on him, and profitable to others. 
On Monday evening, in public, the Lord ex- 
ceeded my expectations, blessed be his holy 
Name. On Wednesday, from home, he-helped 
me to great exertion: was assailed with keen 
temptation, but the adversary was rebuked, 
■and I was kept in peace. On Thursday, was 
carried through much ; felt a door . of utterance 
given me, for the benefit of a female disciple 
in high life; desirous of being all the Lord 
• would have her. Speak, Holy Father, to her. 
■heart, and let her prove thou didst put “ Thy 
words in my mouth,” according to thy promise ; 
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therefore, she fell them. Just after, joined with 
two ministering’ servants of Christ in prayer, 
praise, and Christian conversation; and truly, 
it was a Bethel indeed. O the wonderful con- 
descension of Jebovab. Was afterwards helped 
to profitable conversation, with power to confess 
ray God before others ; and in the evening, bad 
the privilege of attending a public prayer-meeting. 
O Lord, pour a greater spirit of prayer upon ail 
thy people. 

• This week, found ray feelings harrowed up by 
aeading Memoirs illustrating the history.of Jaco- 
binism, by the Abbe Barrnel. This 'work de- 
.velopes such dreadful hellish tenets, principles, 
plots, and practices, as must shock, not only Chris- 
tians of every denomination, but every person , — 
Deists , Arians , Socinians ; yea, every creature, that 
is not wholly under satanic influence, 1 may say, 
judicial blindness and hardness of heart. These 
.deluded men, with their horrid devices, go to an- 
nihilate every law, human and divine ; to break 
every social tie ; to deny, not only revelation, 
.but even the very existence of Deity ; and to 
•make every crime, even -the most atrocious, not 
.only innooent, but meritorious ; if it only con- 
tributes to accomplish the ends they: have in view. 
This is what -they term, illvmmizing the whole 
'World, by restoring man to original perfection ; 
a perfection which requires no governments of 
any kind, nor.any property, nor any subordination. 
'How lamentable to think, that these dreadful 
principles have taken root in almost every part of 
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♦he known world ; by the* unabatiog vigilance of 
their abettors 5 who have recourse to every stra- 
tagem that the devij can suggest, or the wicked 
heart of fallen hajan devise, in order to pro- 
mote their universal spread among every class 
of human beings; from the king on the throne, 
to the meanest subject* 0 blessed God, coun- 
teract the hellish poison, by an equal dissemi- 
nation of the pure truths of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Thou art above all in power and good- 
ness. 0 let not our island fall a prey to these 
devotfrers of mankind* We deserve it,, bat in 
mercy spare. Multitudes of them are among us 
in disguise. 

In reading this shocking account, O how 
sweetly nigh did the adorable Saviour draw to 
hit*! how clearly did he shine on my soul ! it if 
impossible to express what I felt in him. I saw a 
glorious antidote against all evil the Healer of 
mankind; — the comfort of bis people;— and their 
portion through all eternity* We would rejoice that 
«// thin is promised, and that vigorous attempts 
ere now making for the accomplishment of it. 

August 23. For these eight days past, nvf 
^spiritual enjoyments have not been so great. 
While in the body, our frames will and must vary, 
'even from natural eaiises. He that made us 
knows this. But still I have cause to praise .toy 
God* for many mercies since my last date. Hip 
WiU is very precious. I feel much satisfaction in 
commuting my ways to him; in asking direction 
from fau*M sad be giver me. ta feel it i&nef in 
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vain to trust in him. Of this I have had a fresh 
proof within these few days. Yesterday, he rotate 
%H • present delightfully sensible of bis special 
presence, while engaged in prayer, praise, &c« 
But I want to get nearer Jehovah, who is the 
centre of my soul , I hope I may say, my God 
and nay all, in a low degree : at least, I am kept 
keenly sensible of my short-comings, and strongly 
desirous of being all that grace can make me. 
Have been much detaiued from the means of 
grace by bodily weakness, and other causes, 
which grieved me. A gracious God is carrying 
on his work remarkably in different places. Lord, 
increase it greatly, and O be more powerfully 
with, and among us. Still, Holy Father, thou 
art doing wonderful things as to public matters. 
O, the height and depth of thy goodness; it is 
indeed past finding . out. But still I tremble, 
lest by our ingratitude we force thee to punish 
us in. one way or another. My heart powerfully 
feels Ihy astonishing mercy to our guilty island, 
and I as deeply feel 6ur returns are not what 
they ought to be. Help, Lord, for the glory of thy 
Name ; and pour out thy Spirit upon: us, that a 
visible change may take place, upon us as » 
.people. 

September 27. Since last date, my intercourse 
with the Son of God and the Saviour of my soul, 
: has been peculiarly near and sweet ; and I trust I 
tnay freely say, ‘profitable to myself, and I would 
hope to others. On Lord’s-day morning, early 
•in secret at a throne of grace, my -Jems.jsaki, 
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"Whatsoever ye ask in my name, it 9b all be done 
unto you.” I felt sweetly surprised with. his great 
condescension, and wished much to impro^ltt* 
gracious promise for others, as well as #*$$$£& 
Numbers of individuals crowded in upon my 
mind, as if pleading to be remembered, whibb*!^ 
found most willing to do, and had great liherff . :* 
in attempting it ; yea, my heart felt so enlarged' 
in the duty, that I wished, had it been possible; 
to have brought the whole world, and laid them 
down at the Redeemer's feet ; and to have spent 
days and nights in pleading for them, had the 
necessities of the mortal frame permitted. Soon 
after, when ruminating on the wonderful inter- 
view with which I had been favoured, Jesus 
again spoke and said, " Ask what you will, and 
k shall be given.” Here astonishment and love 
filled my whole soul, while I cried mightily for 
the prosperity of Zion. In the house of God* 
soon after, my heart was lifted up to the Hearer 
of prayer, in behalf of all he brought before me: 
Monday and Tuesday, had sweet renewals of the 
promise; yea, the simple recalling of the gra- 
cious words, brought instant comfort, and much 
sweetness, with strong desires to pray without 
ceasing. But quickly, the combined powers of 
darkness attacked me, which surprised me 
greatly, supposing I had only to ask and receive. 

I cried to the Lord all Wednesday and Thursday 
morning, that he would answer for himself, if it 
were Mm that had spoken; (for the adversary 
tUly, yea, strongly insinuated, that it was not,) 
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and Jesus again greatly comforted me and con- 
firmed my soul in the sweet belief it was indeed 
himself^ and that he would do as. he had spoken ; 
but the time when , he* left with himself, and to 
me it is given to pray and wait. On Thursday,, 
as usual, we were visited with the Divine pre^ 
sence remarkably. Blessed Lord, come quickly, 
and grant me all 1 have asked for myself a«rd for 
others ; and let mine eyes see the prosperity of 
thy Zion. 

.. December 20. These last eight days, as the 
former, have been marked with fresh proofs of 
the loving-kindness of him, who is rich in mercy 
to his people, by most sweet and sensible visit*' 
from on high, in public and in private; in the 
house of prayer, and in my own habitatioo. 
These are exhilarating to the human mind, and 
raise it above all sublunary things. They open 
new world realized by faith, wherein dvvelleth 
righteousness: a world of angels, and of the 
spirits of just men made perfect ; but above all* 
the Lprd our righteousness abidefh there ; God 
the Father, Son, lind Holy Ghost ; and the Chris- 
tian is enabled to feci through mercy the powers 
of this world to come. But, p, to get nearer to 
tny God ; to my adorable Saviour, while here 
below. O to get fully possessed of all that I see is 
purchased by the friend of sinners ; bow far from 
this: speak. Lord, and it shall be done. , One 
word, one touch, yea, me look from the^ will 
accomplish it. O give these hold acts of faith 
thailays full hold of thy migbtyppwpr, by which 
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ttoo destroyest the works of satan. Fill tity 
heart with thy pure love, and the continual abode 
of thy Spirit s say, “ I will— be it so.”' Aradn, 
Lord, ao let it be. 

♦ 

LETTER LXXXVIII. 

TO MI88 RITCHIE. 

February^ 17N< 

Dear Miss Ritchie’s letter would Hot haver*- 
Gained so long unanswered, but that i did Hot 
feel liberty to give up to the inspection of anyone, 
lettere in which my worthy friend bad laid 1 open 
Her inmost soul without any reserve. In a recent 
perusal, I have found them so profitable as has, 
after much prayer, determined me to Send them. 
*1 beg they may be kept by Miss R. till I deter- 
mine the mode of their return. I have none f df 
an- older date than 1789, and in several of them, 
Oidythc day, of the month is mentioned ; which 
leads me to conclude they will not answer the' 
endin tended by Miss R — , or the friends that re- 
quest them. They are indeed valuable, but too' 
particular to be made public ; add so over-WW 
my poor epistles, that I feel hurt With the idea bt 
any -but myself looking into them. I have made 
» few, but very few erasures. If theend intended, 
can be answered by Miss R — V perusahatene, it' 
would be well. 

•I feel- my loss; such a praying friend affiT 
dfeeply experienced Christian, ir rtutiy 6& bfe TUCt" 
Vot. II. . Q 
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with. • But thanks, eternal thanks to the Fathe* 
of Mercies, and God of all consolation, who 
has taught, and does permit me, i q come to the 
fountain . Of late he has brought me nearpr to. 
himself. I hope I may venture to say, my pros- 
pects widen, my experience deepens, I seem to 
sink deeper itftQ Deity, and more 7 than ever to 
lose my own will. I find the will of my God so 
'precious, I hardly know how to form a petition, 
but* a Thy will be done and he is so indulgent, 
so .tender of me, as no language can express 
better, than the 2d and 3d verses of the xxviith 
chapter of Isaiah. For a considerable time past, 
my fellowship with the Father and the Son, bas 
been sensibly increasing ; and through mercy* I: 
can also say, so has poverty of spirit . My soul 
lies humble in the dust before Jehovah as a mere 
nothing . Yet, he gives me clearly to perceive the 
dignity to which he has raised me, by such holy 
nearness to, and Divine communion with, the 
Sacred Three. Of late, I have been favoured 
with a more clear, satisfactory, and impressive 
view of the personality of the Holy Spirit, than, 
for some time past. Such a powerful notice on 
my mind of his dignity, divinity, and equality 
with the, Father and the Son, as I cannot express ; 
of his good-will. to man ; and of the great and 
important part lie takes in the salvation of 
sinners,- by all his diversified operations : pre- 
paring their mind to receive, and actually apply- 
ing every new covenant blessing, so dearly pur- 
chased; tjy the Lord Jesus; but freely bestowed, ' 
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upon penitent sinners. These are precious ma-- 
nifestations ; but I am aware it is not merely en- 
joyment, however exquisite that ascertains their 
value, but their trans/ortning influence . May my 
God give me to prove this to its greatest extent. 

I hope Mrs. Johnson’s manuscripts will appear 
to advantage. I trust they are left in hands able, 
under the Divine influence, to make a judicious, 
selection. Miss R — will accept of my thanks for. 
her letter, though the notification was painful.. 
This Isend by post ; the packet will be dispatched; 
this week as directed. I hope unity prevails, 
and that the work of God prospers in Bristol. I 
am Miss Ritchie’s well-wisher in the Lord, 

D. Maxwell. 


LETTER LXXXIX. 

TO MISS RITCHIE. 

December 3, 1790. . 

I feel for dear Miss Ritchie’s severe trials, but 
believe it is her privilege to rise above the painful 
dispensation ; and with heartfelt resignation to 
say, “ It is the doing of my God, whose will is 
so precious to me, I cannot choose;” yet, at the 
same time, I tenderly feel her loss. Apathy is 
no friend to religion : but it is in. the nature of 
Divine love to rise superior to whatever would 
piress it down ; it must be above, it is a noble 
generous principle. May this pure love flow m 
copious streams through our souls, and daily 
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increase. Speaking after the manner of men, it 
is indeed a severe stroke to the society ; but I 
see it is such an easy matter for the Lord, who 
loves his people, fully and quickly to supply the 
vacancy, that I am not permitted to dwell upon 
it. God is love : what an endearing character ! 
I seem to see and feel, that all things may be ob- 
tained by prayer, which are for the glory of God 
and the real good of those that belong to him, 
whether as individuals, or as a collective body. 
Some weeks ago, Jesus said to me, when at a 
throne of grace, “ Whatsoever you ask in my 
Name, it shall be done unto you.” These words 
seemed to set fire to my soul : multitudes were 
set before me for which to pray ; and 1 would 
have grasped the whole world of sinners, and 
brought them to the dear Redeemer. Soon 
after this, when meditating upon the wonderful 
condescension of my Lord, in speaking ,thus 
graciously and familiarly to his dust and ashes, 
he again drew nigh, and said,' “ Yea, ask what 
you will* and it shall be given/* I felt lost and 
Swallowed up in wonder , love , and praise. No lan- 
guage can express my feelings ; but from the hply 
nearness to Deity with' which Miss R. is favoured,, 
she can suppose what they were. 1 endeavoured 
to improve the great latitude given me, and have 
often wished that the feeble body would have per- 
batted my spending nights and days at a! throne 
of {grace. It has proved a strong stimulus to. 
pray**;' and my condescending Lord* has gtout* 
SpLariy ^wwe^reenmnalsjpf the delightfuKmaoi- 
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festation, which adds fuel lo the fire he has 
kindled. May every end designed by the Friend 
of sinners be answered by it. 

For many months I have been getting nearer 
to Jehovah . O what in my intercourse with 
him possess I not 1 What holy reverential awe ! 
what depths of love ! what glories open to my 
view! Eternity alone can unfold the wbnder* 
of his love to me. Assist by your prayers, that 
1 may be found faithful, fruitful, and more useful. 

The Edinburgh Society is in a more promising 
state than usual. The class that meets in my 
house is become quite a Penuel. Deity is So 
present, that all within each heart confesses 
a present God. Had time permitted, I would 
have given you a detail of my spiritual enjoy- 
ment, under the word preached last Lord’s-day 
by Mr.Henshaw : suffice it to say, it was not only 
the house of God, but the gate of heaven. Three 
of tkbse with whom I meet in band, are struggling 
to step into the liberty of God’s people. Help 
them forward. I shall be pleased to hear thatyoiir 
grief 13 lost in love and praise ; and your brother’s 
place well filled up. Please give my Christitti 
remembrance to Mr. and Mrs. Botts. In haste, 
I remain, with Christian regard, dear MU* 
Ritchie’s friend in Jesus, D. Maxwell.. % 


Q 3 


Digitized by Google 


©43 


THB LIFE OF 


1800. 


Diary and Correspondence continued . 

January 3. My wishes, expectations, am} 
prayers, for a remarkable visitation from my 
. God, have not been so fully granted as 1 hoped 
for ; I mean, on the last day of tbe former, and 
the first day of this year. But upon every slight 
survey of the Lord’s dealings with me, in the 
course of the preceding year, I may venture 
to say,, the scale of mercy has almost continu- 
ally preponderated ; and I would hope, J may 
also add, I trust 1 have not lost ground, though 
1 have much cause to blush, that I have not 
gained more. When I dousider the unwearied 
goodness of my God ; the astonishingly rich 
and numberless manifestations of Divine love 
with which I have been favoured ; the blessed 
times of nearness to D^ity I have enjoyed ; the 
holy familiarity Jehovah has allowed me with 
himself; the sweet and sensible union I have 
enjoyed with tbe Lord Jesus Christ ; the clear 
and impressive notice of future events given me 
respecting myself and others ; the precious soul- 
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animating words spoken to me by my adorable 
Lord and. Saviour ; the wonderful effects pro- 
duced by them on my whole frame ; the force 
of them that still remains with me, with the 
sure belief of their full accomplishment; the 
many exertions and appearances of my God for 
me when tempted, tried, and greatly troubled ; — 
all excite my wonder and grief,' that my progress 
heavenward has. not been more evident . Blessed 
Father, forgive and pity thy poor child, who 
cannot forgive herself ; and who, to the present 
moment, pants to be all thou wouldst have her, 
I humbly thank and adore thee for all the rich 
mercies of the past year. May the#, while I am 
spared, increase my power to make suitable 
returns, For Christ's sake. 

March 7« Since the 9th of February, I have 
been .confiued, but my God mixed mercy with 
the dispensation ; especially, in allowing me an 
'unusual spirit of prayer, even when confined to 
bed. May he who gave it, answer his Spirit’s 
cry in my heart, now, when he has seen meet to 
raise me up again ; and give me to feel that the 
painful visitation bringcth forth the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness; as a proof I have, at 
least, been aiming at being properly exercised 
during its continuance. What helpless creatures 
are we, without continual aid from on high at all 
times; but particularly when in the furnace of 
affliction. Blessed God, make manifest thy mighty 
power in my weakness ; and let me feel .thee ever 
nigh, and thus be solidly happy in thyself. Save, 
Q 4 
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O save me, to the utmost save ; deliver from 
every desire that dpes nqt centre in thy will. 

May 9. Still my Go<d forsakes not his needy 
creature, though unfaithful, and unfruitful :*-*• 
blessed Lord, give a deeper sense of my infinite 
obligations, and greatly increase them. My mortal 
frame has, these eight days, rather impeded the 
lively exercises of the soul, and at times damped 
sensibly my vigour of mind ; yet, through the 
good hand of my God upon me, I have had, and 
truly enjoyed* most delightful manifestations of 
Divine love. On last Monday evening, I felt, on 
entering, the bouse of prayer, an universal damp 
overspread my- squl, f almost regretted I had 
come out; but soon after, my God and Sap 
viour drew nigh, and gave me to enjoy a pleni- 
tude of. tbe'Divioe. presence. In the morning ,of 
, that day, while with those who I had reason 
to fear knew not the Lord,, and admiring, thf 
beauties, of nature, in her various productions, 
and her great exertions, the Lord Jesus ia a 
moment manifested his presence, and instantly 
arrested all the attention I was paying to the 
-work of. bis hands, .and fixed it on hinmlf. Here 
all .the affectionate powers of my soul centred. 
On. Wednesday morning, in secret, at a throne 
of grace, be,, also, felt very nigb, made it a sweet 
time, and seemed to assure me he would be. with 
me; when attempting to call on the Father through 
bum Soon after, when employed in this delight- 
fid' exercise, and singing: his praise, with one-of 
bin ministering servants, we found it a Bethel 
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indeed. God the Father and Son felt intimately 
nigh. Sorely What the Lord gives at one time, 
he can give at all times. I. was drawn oat in 
strong desire that it might be so, in so far as 
humanity, would permit. On Thursday, in pub- 
lic, heard a preciouB discourse from "Ye are 
my witnesses, saith the Lord." What was said 
entirely agreed with my own experience : it 
was a profitable time i but in the evening, I 
proved a painful reverse, the corruptible body 
pressed down the soul. I could only lie, as a 
blank, in the hand of the Lord ; unable for any 
vigorous exertions. 1 looked to Jesus, and en- 
joyed a smile. O how precious is he to my soul, 
in the course of these eight days, 1 have seen 
most plainly, the hand of the Lord made bare for 
me in several temporal concerns j meeting with 
difficulties, I looked to him for direction ' and - 
wisdom ; well knowings that without this I could 
accomplish nothing, and that the best way to get 
help' from the creature, was to apply to the 
Creator, and he HteraHy answered me. I find 
net only in religious, but also in temporal things,, 
he 'kindly condescends to my weaknesses, wants,, 
and ignorances. For Me reason it is, and mutt 
he, that I am earned through' such, multifarious 
business, most of which is far above my natural 
abilities. I sensibly feel my own weakness, aud- 
it is well I do, as it carries me often to a throne 
.of grace, for wisdom and power, and as occa- 
sion calls, I obtain a small measure, sufficient 
for the time, andfeel to whom! am indebted. 
Q5 


Digitized by Google 



*46 


TUB LIFX OB 


•He inclines me to give him all the glory. Happy 
are those whose God is the Lord. 

August 22. My God has shown great mercy 
since the 15th instant, many precious visits from 
on high. Last Friday, when much depressed, 
God the Father and Son drew graciously nigh, 
lifted up the hands that were hanging down, 
and confirmed the feeble knees. Blessed be his 
holy Name. On Saturday, when meditating on 
Divine things, Jesus broke in upon my soul, and 
gave a stronger testimony, by his Spirit, for 
sanctification, than for a considerable time past. 
On Sunday morning, I longed to go to the house 
. of God ; and when there, felt a strong hungering 
and thirsting for all the new-covenant blessings, 
and expected great things ; of which a good and 
gracious Lord, at the Monday evening prayer- 
meeting, in some good measure made me taste. 
Thflf adversary greatly withstood my going, but 
wafc conquered; and I was richly repaid by a 
profusion (if I may use the term,) of the Divine 
presence; deep, intimate fellowship with the 
.Father and Son; which has continued with me 
in a measure to the present moment. How deep 
my obligations to redeeming love ! Lord, carry 
, on thy work in my soul, and fill me with holy, 
humble love. O make me more faithful, more 
fruitful, and more insensible to the trials of life. 
-On Wednesday, in. the prospect of being from 
home, and'wi(h those that- perhaps know little of 
experimental religion, I cried to the Lord, to 
help me to be watchful, solemn, serious. I feared 
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r grieving; in any degree, . my gracious God, and 
'fell very poorly in body and Spirit $ and O, bow 
literally was I heard and assisted, so as to call 
forth gratitude and love. On Thursday, was un- 
expectedly tried in different ways, and especially 
by the want of the precious meeting of this day ; 

* but my God and Saviour was nigh, and this 
morning he has given me cause to praise him on 
my own account ; and also on that of others. 
Notwithstanding all this goodpess, yet >“ still 
heavy is my heart — still sink my spirits down." 
Lord, I commit all my griefs and cares to thee ; — ■ 
raise me above them.; — let not the corruptible 
body press down the immortal soul. 

November 28. Since the tenth of October^ 

I have, by the appointment of him whosefcendep 
mercies are over all his works, suffered much in 
body, from a long disorder 5 with all its coccom^ 
tan ts— weakness of nerves and spirits, flatness of 
mind, &c. to which has been added, various* pain- 
ful exercises ; yet mixed with many mercies, for 
which l would be grateful. * : 

> December 5. Still my God' continues, /in * a 
measure, to heal both soul and body, though 
slowly. He gives me sweetly to see his hand in 
many things daily, though not so touch in th^ 
way of strong joy : yet, I feel my God is with 
pie, ordering all things for me — levelling raoun? 
tains — making rough places plain — disappointing, 
my fears often;— 'frequently granting my desiresj 
rad giving more power and comfort in prayer $ 
but still I feel weak as helpless infancy.' Lord* 
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beipmeto trust ntorein thee. Yearn ago* the Load 
preraisedme thatl should not be ourefni in: the 
year of drought or scarcity. That promise iun, of 
late, often passed through ray mind with-* sweet 
consciousness that be is, in these days of great 
• scarcity* preserving me; from anxiety and. sinful 
Carefulness. He also is giving me clearly to am, 
'that he is doing as he promised many months-ago, 

- (When a Uttieembarrassed as to pecuniary matters, 
'being disappointed where I. expected assistance) 
that' he himself would- undertake my cause end 
help me ; and of a troth be has dane.it. I desire 
also* with gratitude and humility, to. record 
another proof of his goodness, yea two, respecting 
-the great temporal conoern he. hath, committed 
to- me. 

3S ; By tbe good hand of- my; God upon 

me I am brought to the end of another eight 
days . I have 'reason> to- biess the Lord, that no 
remarkably distressing event -has taken; place ta 
my-family* or person* ov connexions. My health 
is rather better, and my desires after -God. and 
his fullest salvationare increasing. Yesterday, in 
our meeting, ! enjoyed a sweet sense ef theDhrine 
presence* so- as to solemnize' and tranquilliee my 
mind'; !- was favoured .with an unexpected, urn- 
pressive view of the Sacred Trinity ; — found- ail 
within confessing a present Deity. Every thought* 
Btr-the time* was- brought into ■ willing subjner 
ttenii In. the: evening, endfauaering. jto; tmtria 
the Lord* in the prsspeot) ofoaotdal,. Lwas mu 
.disappointed* butvms^helpedcSw rise ahum the 
1 
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•oeeafcwe, Evermore, 0 God, may it be so, with 
respeotto every person, place, and thing j and 
be tboa.all in all to me. In secret, in social, and 
•in family prayer, have found it good; since last 
date, to draw nigh to God ; but still, have not 
•obtained all I asked, with respect to ending this 
year apd beginning the next. Perhaps my God 
will come and leave a blessing ; but he has given 
me, in mercy, unexpected opportunities of assist* 
•ing the poor, and also most unexpected assist 
■wee as to- pecuniary matters. G that it might 
he. as-tbe widow’s barrel of meal and cruse of 
oil. 1 hod much cause to grieve that 1 move so 
slowly in the good way, and do not improve, as I 
.ought, all my advantages. Help, Lord, for the 
glory of thy Name ; and come quickly, and grant 
cay .requests. 

LETTER XC. 

TO THE REV. A. MATHER. 

RsY-.Sia, February , 1800. 

1 heard with regret, some little time ago, of 
yonr indispobition ; and now take an opportur 
futy of expressing, with much sincerity, my 
Christian sympathy. This sickness, 1 hope, is 
not unto death, bat for the glory of God, to whose 
«mwe, for many years, you have devoted, and not 
fa vain, your time, strength, and talents. A rich 
reward, not of debt but of grace, awaits yon, 
2)t)t if it is His will, who cannot err, I bo pound 
pray it will be at a much later .period that. -be 
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•hall dismiss yoa from your successful and happy 
toil. I am led to pray thus, for the sake of his 
•people ; many of whom you have been the 
honoured instrument, not only of leading to the 
‘knowledge of salvation by the remission of sin ; 
but likewise, of directing into the clear view and 
happy possession of that perfect love , which ex- 
cludes all tormenting fear. 

• Having thus fed many, 1 trust you feel now, 
while in a state of weakness, your own soul richly 
replenished with copious streams of pure love, and 
are sinking dee|>er and deeper into Deity : — that 
‘you are ripening apace for the granary above; 
that heavenly country, where the inhabitants say 
not, they are sick ; where faith is lost in -sight, 
and hope in full fruition. Hail, auspicious day ! 
Till then, may our gracious God give us sweet 
foretastes of that perfect and eternal bliss. 

My God lays me, though unworthy, under deep 
obligations, by his teuder, bountiful dealings with 
my soul. I remember, with gratitude, the solid 
advantage I reaped from repeated conversations, 
with you, a good many years ago* upon the 
delightful subject of perfect love . I was then in 
the ardent pursuit of it, though far from being fully 
instructed respecting its nature; Your views en- 
tirely coincided with mine ; and by your valuable 
tetters afterwards, these views were mademore 
'impressive ; and, through the tender mercy of 
«my God, I was enabled soon after to testify, from 
happy experience, the sovereign efficacy of the 
Wood of Jesus. 


Digitized by Google 


# DARCY, LADY MAXWRLL. '351 

Since then, I have much cause to praise, him. 
He has considerably deepened my experience, and 
greatly extended my prospects, though yet I am 
very far short of the Christian standard. At times 
I am so let into Jehovah ; permitted so to sink 
into Deity, as Lean by no words express. My 
enjoyment is exquisite ; but always guarded by a 
sacred awe . It is, indeed, a heaven of pure love, 
that lays the creature low, while yet every power of 
the soul seems expanded, and the whole heart en- 
larged, with keen desire, to grasp the INFINITE. 

Lately, I have been unusually indulged with 
clear, impressive views of the whole Godhead — ■ 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. My perception of 
a Trinity of Persons, in the unity of essence, is so 
unclouded, as mortal language would in vain 
attempt to express. * This great mystery, I have 
often thought, is not a proper subject for dispu- 
tation. The line of human reason is by far too 
short to sound its depth. How infinitely indebted, 
then, are we to a gracious God, who gives his 
people such a clear view, and firm and cordial 
belief of the actual existence , of these THREE 
SACRED PERSONS, in the one undivided GOD- 
HEAD. Though we cannot define the mode of 
this existence , yet we are sweetly and deeply con- 
scious of the different characters and offices which 
they sustain in the salvation of man. “They 
sweetly all agree to save a world of sinners lost.” 
.This vve know, and also experience . 

To my apprehension, my fellowship is some- 
times with the Father alone; at others, with the 
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Sen, and not seldom, with Father, Son, end 
Spirit, How great the mystery of godliness ! O 
that I -may be enabled fully to improve to tbe 
utmost this wonderful intercourse with Deity-; 
aware that it is no further useful, than as it proves 
of an assimilating nature. 

It will give me real satisfaction to hear, that 
Mr. M. is gaining ground of his complaints, 
cither by bis own or a borrowed pen. With 
Christian wishes for his recovery, and farther use- 
fulness in the church of Christ, 1 remain his 
sincere well-wisher in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

D. Maxwbuu 


LETTER XCI. 

TO MISS RITCHIE. 

July 3, 1800. 

I am sorry, to see by Miss Ritchie’s kind letter,, 
that I neglected to give any directions about tbe 
papers in her hands. Mr. Hensbaw, who pro- 
poses -going to Conference, is the bearer of this, 
and is -so good as to say, he will bring them to 
Scotland when he returns. I am pleased to see, 
that that arm which is full of power,, has raised 
you above the painful pressure caused by your 
brother’s removal. Surely our God delighteth.jn 
•the happiness of his children. “ God is -love.” 
How deeply have I proved this, since my last to 
Miss R. My soul hath been fed as with marrow 
and fatness. Brought sensibly nearer to Jehoval^, 
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I have bad more of his fuloess poured into oaf- 
soul j such deep intimate fellowship with him, 
as do language can express : yet no rapturous 
joy. My experience never runs in this channel. 
It is all (though exquisite enjoyment) a solemn 
sacred awe, that, as it were, arrests'all the powers 
of the mind, and keeps them as still as the grave 
before Jehovah ; it fills the soul with a holy, re- 
ligious recollection, self-possession, strong in- 
ward attraction, and silence. The personality of 
the Sacred Three continues clear, to my mind, 
as the noon-day: views of the whole God-head 
become more, frequent, and more impressive }-r 
Jesus condescends to talk with me ; telling m«^ 
that “ whatever I ask in his Name, it shall be 
done for me.” He gives many powerful renewals 
of the life, and power, and comfort, that attended 
these precious words when he first spake them 
to my wondering soul. Many weeks after that 
memorable occasion, when I had no immediate 
expectation of hearing the voice of my heavenly 
Shepherd, though at the time I was earnestly re- 
questing a promise respecting an affair 1 had much 
at heart, he broke in with sweet surprise, and said, 
“ If I have said, ask what yon will, and it shall be 
done, what need of a promise ?” Much prayer, 
since then, has ascended for the church of Christ, 
and many, yea numberless individuals; and l 
must conclude, that whatever has been asked 
agreeably to his will shall be granted. All this 
goodness of the Lord has not prevented, but rather 
provoked . the malice of the adverse powers, who 
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have done nil they were permitted, to harass me ; 
♦but the Name of the Lord is, 1 prove, a stropg 
tower, to which l fly, and they dare not enter. 

I am pleased to hear, that there has been a 
little revival of .the work at Otley. We go on 
well here, upon the whole. The presence of 
the Lord prevails sensibly in theprayer^meetirigSj 
•which are numerous 5 and he bears testimony to 
bis word preached, and also to the dispensation 
of the sacrament of the supper ; but still more 
remarkably does be appear in our little class here, 
and in the select band. 1 am, at present, obliged, 
wfter repeated interruptions, to conclude. With 
good wishes for still greater prosperity to your 
•oul, and success in all your labours of love; that 
ithe Name of our God may be glorified from the 
rising to the setting sun, is the prayer of, dear 
>Miss Ritchie’s fellow-traveller to Zion, 

D. Maxwell* 


1801 — 3 . 


Lady M — ’* experience attains a greater uniformity — 
i Diary continued. 


’ We now enter upon the last ten years of Lady 
'Maxwell's life. She continued, nearly to* the 
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Gnd, to write in her Diary as frequently, and as 
largely, as before; nor, till within a few 'weeks 
of her discontinuing to write, does there appear 
any failure, either in her diction, or in .the 
eligibility of her hand. But, these years present 
'such a pleasing uniformity of experience, as to 
render it unnecessary to multiply extracts. In 
the few which have been selected, the editor 
has endeavoured, as much as possible, to seize 
every variation of feeling, of exercise, or enjoy* 
meat, as recorded by her Ladyship. It will be 
seen, that she had eminently attained establish- 
ment in grace — that she was rooted, grounded, 
and settled in love ; and happily found the work 
of righteousness to be peace, and the effect of 
righteousness, quietness and assurance for ever. 
In the course of these ten years, she frequently 
suffered from bodily indisposition ; but “ patience 
bad its perfect work,” and as her “ outward 
man decayed, her inward man was renewed day 
by day.” The nearer she approached the heavenly 
world, she endeavoured to become more and 
more “ meet, for the inheritance among the saint* 
in light,” and was ever found waiting and watch* 
ing for the coming of her Lord. Her love to God ; 
her zeal for his cause ; her compassion for souls ; 
her efforts to serve the best interests of society ; 
remained not only unabated, but, under the 
solemn impressions of a coming eternity,, appear 
to have gradually acquired new energies, until 
her dismission was signed, and she called to take 
possession of an eternal reward. To the end of 
her pilgrimage she acknowledged herself an un- 
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profitable servant — an infinite debtor to free/un* 
merited grace : and her sole trust for final accep- 
tance* and her only hope of eternal salvation* 
were founded on .the atoning blood; and all pre- 
valent intercession of Jesus Christ His amazing 
condescension and love*— his suitableness and 
aH -sufficiency — the freeness and fulness of his 
grace, had for years been the delightful themes 
of her praise ; and when she dropt mortality* it 
was to unite with the glorified .spirits, in the 
eternal anthem, “ Unto him ;that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his blood* and bath 
made us kings and priests unto God and his 
Father ; to him be glory and dominion for ever 
find ever/* — 

JanuAiyvSL I bless the Father of Mercies* niy 
comforts have rather increased since last date. 
Had* on last Lord's-day, the great privilege of 
entering the house of my God, and was enabled 
to attend without any uneasiness, either from the 
body, ot the adversary of souls. My God is good ; 
he often bears and answers my feeble petitions, 
offered up in his Son’s name* though not always 
in faith. I had no particular blessing on the last 
day of the year, not being able to wrestle for it 
as usual till past twelve o’clock at night. But, 
in the morning, during secret prayer, my Jesus 
dtew very nigh, and I was comforted ; yea, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, felt with me ; and I 
endeavoured to improve the precious visit from 
mo high. In our littlq meeting, 1 most sensibly 
enjoyed a plenitude of the presence of the Sacred 


Digitized by 


Google 


DARCY* LADY HARWELL. t&7 

Trinity. It was a most remarkable time ; att 
present felt the presence of Deity. It abode with; 
me all the evening, though the enemy did all he 
Could to prevent it; and this day, I still f$cl a 
measure of it, though not with so much joy. 

April 24. Unspeakably great hasj been the 
interposition of the Most High in behalf of Great 
Britain, according to gazetted accounts since 
last date. Lord, how wonderful is thy mercy to, 
our guilty lands! Thou hast, in the most critical 
moment, removed 'by death another Potentate, 
perfectly hostile to Jhe interests of Great Britain, 
and by this stroke weakened the strength of those 
powers, leagued with huts, and determined upon 
our destruction. Now, their purposes are broken 
off, thanks to a God of mercy. When/ (3 Lord, 
we add to this extraordinary exertion of thy 
goodness, the happy consequences of it, which' 
arc incalculable $ also, the great naval victory thou 
bast given us, for it As thy doing, over another 
Northern kingdom, whereby they are brought 
low, and their designs defeated ; what can we 
say, but that,. as a people, we are utterly Unworthy! 
of all this kindness which Thou hast made to. 
pass before us. O, Father of Mercies, sanctify it 
to us, and by thy grace deliver us as a people 
from our sins ! Turn us to thyself, by repentance^ 
and faith, that iniquity be not our ruin. Dispose 
all ranks among us to give thee the glory of all* 
that h^s been done for ns at this time. As an- 
individual, nay heart Seek grateful to ihe Lord, 
and earnestly desirous it may be so, and that 
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multitudes may be converted by mercies, that 
threatened judgements have not reclaimed. 

August 21. Gardener’s -Hall. Since the 7th 
instant/ have been in heaviness through manifold 
temptations. While in Edinburgh, my God gave 
me many precious times in private and public, 
and helped me through many unusual exertions. 
My spiritual enjoywmts, since I came here, have 
greatly diminished, and fresh trials have occurred. 
1 prove it a painful contrast. But shall 1 always 
receive good at the hand of the Lord, and never 
sec evil ? Vain expectation. The latter, by his 
blessing, is often mercy in disguise. God is rich 
in goodness to his people ; and when, at any 
time, lie afflicts, it is in very faithfulness. But 
be knows, when I prove him even at a partial 
distance, all nature wears a gloom : I can enjoy 
nothing. Come near, then. Holy God and true, 
and ever keep me near to thyself. O Jesus, 
tvbere thou art is heaven, and no where else ! 
Take full possession of me. O what goodness 
has the Lord made to pass before me for many 
years past ! But especially of late years he has 
greatly disclosed to me the deep things of Deity ^ 
and givenme a holy intimacy with unseen objects. 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He has wrought out 
numberless deliverances for meljpfeaj performed 
all things for me ; often exceeditf^ toy expecta- 
tions, though enlarged. O that I could add, I 
have profited in proportion ! have grown up into 
Christ my living Head in all thiugs. I blush to 
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think how poor my progress. Speak, O my God/ 
and it shall be so no more. 

September 11. Still the Lord condescends to 
bless with a measure of health, and has, in much: 
mercy, fully and finally delivered me. from a 
protracted and teazing business, that has long 
tried me. It is his own doing, and to him be* 
all the glory. In the course of a kind Providence,: 
and under, I trust. Divine direction, I have been 
from home, for a. short time, for health ; after 
precious promises given for a blessing by thef 
way,, and my God preserved and brought home 
in peace, after some feeble attempts to do good 
on the road. Oa the day I came home I enjoyed 
a precious season, from the gracious presence of 
Deity, while conversing wittra minister, which has* 
continued, and has been repeated! especially on 
last Lord's-day morning in public, when, after 
much prayer and painful temptation, my God and 
Saviour felt wonderfully nigh, and my soul wa» 
filled with love Divine, and holy sacred awe, which* 
continued for some time. On Monday evening,* 
in my way to the prayer-meeting, my Jesus met 
me, and sweetly shed abroad his love in my heart ; 
and in the chapel, the gracious presence of Father 
and Sou abounded. I.felt surrounded with Deity %' 
filled with lo^e^nd wonder; permitted with 
favoured John^^ were, to lean by faith on the 
dear Redeemer’s breast. Q, adorable Jesus, how 
astonishing thy goodness and condescension t? 
tby people t O that^l might prove more of the* 
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SSnctifying influence** of these We#s«d oommuni- 
cations! . • ■ 

Dfecembfer 25. Still the scale- of njerey pre- 
ponderates in my soul. On Sabbath .j$gt, iu the 
morning, in public, on entering the hop^CgfCjod 
1 fell the heavenly attraction strong and pweet, 
especially in praise and prayer, under adjscpflree 
from -the fourth verse of the third qhapt$r of 
Bpbesiaii$,-r-“ When Christ shall appear,.” jfitc* | 
felt much engaged in prayer for both speaker and 
hearers, and my God heard and comforted me by 
communion with himself and his dear Son,and 
by sweet, impressive views, of what was Included 
■thavibg Jesus as the life of the soul. And when 
tine aurewirks of true love to Christ were.-giveir, 
light frorn-on high shone so clearly that I. could- 
easily read these characters within. Lord, make 
them much' more conspicuous ! On Thursday, - 
it was a precious season : Deity drew very near — 
my perception^f the Sacred Three was very 
dear— and my ^ool big with expectation of see- 
ing greater things. Just after, enjoyed delight- 
fill conversation on the deep things ofGod. Lord, 
help me to press oii 1 The increase of commu- 
nion, bestowed on Lord’s-day, still remains, and 
my mind feels staid on God. Blessed Lord, what 
shall Isay? Thou art good beytfetf "expression j 
yes, ftir beyond conception^ ' ' 

-Mcuoh l2, 1802. How difficult' to write or 
speUk updtt the deep things of God. Since 11^ 
fifthiosESaty the- goodness of my'God 1 has beetr 
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great, beyond my pen to describe. On last Friday 
1 felt truly in the Spirit ; the heavenly attraction 
was strong. On Saturday, ministering jo the 
Lord’s poor was my happy employment.,. On 
Sabbath, with peculiar desire, I .went to the hense 
of prayer. Daring a discourse from the latter 
clause of the 13th verse of the first chapter of 
Ephesians, ** In whom also, after that ye, be- 
lieved ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise,” I frit much engaged with my God for 
a particular blessing, not for myself only, bet for 
the speaker and bearers also, and he conde- 
scended to be easily entreated, and did literally 
answer. I had infinite cause to praise him. Tbe 
Sacred Three drew very nigh j but momesperialiy 
my fellowship was with God the Spirit more than 
ever formerly. O how much of file, power of that 
Divine Agent did I feel ! His energies were 
strong and very peculiar. I Rooked up, and 
asked to know what be was^ besto wing, and 
seemed to be answered, that be was seating me 
as tbe peculiar property of Jehovah. I was so 
deeply engaged noth the Holy Spirit, so intensely 
desirous to attend to his wonderful operations 
' upon my mind, that every power and faculty frit 
upon the stretch. O my God, make me faithful 
to the many favours bestowed ! 

July 2. The tender mercies of my God have 
neither been few nor small since last date. The 
cry of my heart has drily and hourly been to him 
for more grace — for all grace. Tbe enemy has 
opposed, and tried -but God is above men and 

Vol. II. R 
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devils. How great the power of prayer ! How 
delightful to prove Am the hearer, of it ! I ,c?y. 
unto him, and he, in much mercy, apsweretb, 
both as to temporal and spiritual mercies. . I 
have been favoured with many sweet, proofs- <>f 
this, this last week. How great my obligations ! 
I do .feel them. He carries. me. through every 
difficulty. When persons, places, or. things, are 
necessary, he condescends to provide them; when 
providential dispensations are rich, and pleasing, 
he prevents me from taking too mujch. compla- 
cency in them. 1 can truly say,, that the greatest 
satisfaction I feel in them is, their bearing so.evi- 
dentLy the Divine signature. As I. advance in the 
good way, my God increases my light, widens my 
prospects, and calls me to come, up higher. — 
Through mercy I do get sweetly qear to him by 
the Lord Jesus, the only way ; and 1 flesire no 
other. I prove him very precious. .1 dwell under 
the covert of this Rock, and am secure. 0 to 
drink deeper into his Spirit ! 

October. 29. Though confined almost cqn- 
' stantly since last date, the ninth inst. it. has .yet 
been a season wherein I have had much cause 
for praise, unceasing praise. O how hasthc scale 
of Divine love preponderated ! While afflicted in 
body, how has my God compassed me abquf with 
his gracious presence, and precious promises ; 
not only for natural life, but also that .my soffl 
should, prosper ; that my bodily complaints 
should be over-ruled for bis glory, and 1 spared 
to.be an ornament to his ehvweh. Amen. Lord, 
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air things are' possible to thee., O bless me with 
that degree of faith that smiles at impossibilities* 
and says, it shall be done. For some weeks 
past, I have felt as if come, by faith, to the 
general assembly and church of the first-born, 1 
and to the' spirits of just men made perfect. O 
to be able to praise my God as I wish : I would 
my every breath was prayer and praise. Speak, 

Holy Father, and it shall be so. Yesterday, in 
conversation with a Christian friend or two, the 
Divine presence so filled the place, and also my 
soul, as is impossible to express. 1 adore the 
great meritorious Cause of these great privileges. 

0 Lamb of God, what hast thou done for sinners ! 
'Eternity alone can develope the great mystery of 
thy inexpressible love. While in the body, how 
little are we capable of receiving. 

December 17. Since the 8th instant, my spi- 
ritual enjoyments have rather increased, as have 
also my bodily strength and spirits. ■ During this 
tedious illness, I have been kept dreading too great 
attention to the body ; and have felt grateful, for 
some days past, to feel that I am gradually rising, 
by returning health, above these paltry concerns. 

1 would always live in a spirit of sacrifice. Still 
confined from bonse of God, I feel my loss, 
and look forw&rd 'with comfort to the enjoyment 

of that privilege. - Of late have found secret * 
prayer, and searching the Scriptures, sources 
of increasing comfort. Yesterday,* the Lord was 
sweetly present with me in the morning, and 
greatlv comforted pie through the channel of his 
R 2 
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word> and also while joining a few Christian 
friends in j>rayer, praise, and Christian confer- 
ence. Afterward, in. company with a larger circle, 
with gratitude I would acknowledge the good- 
ness of the Lord, in giving a greater power to 
speak of the deep things of God than I expected, 
considering my present weakness. O that I might 
love him mote. Speak, Lord, and it shall be so; 
kindle a stronger flame of Divine love than ever 
in my heart : ever beep it alive. 

February 25, 1803. On taking up my pen,' at 
this lime, to make mention of the goodness of 
my Qod, I feel my heart going out after him, 
and all that, degree of his fulness that the feeble 
powers of humanity can admit. O Lord, what 
is man that thou hast been so mindful of him ; 
made such ample,, yea, superabounding provi- 
sion for his eternal welfare; and while in this 
vale-of tears, does so graciously and so frequently 
give him to drink of the brook by the way; 
whereby his head is lifted up, and a song of 
praise put in bis mouth ? Thou dost, blessed 
Lord, greatly magnify the riches of thy. grace in 
thy dealings with thy people : O for a' heart to 
praise thee : O let my every word, thought, act, 
be praise. Detained last Lord’s-day from his 
house, which I felt a keen trial, but I was favoured 
with the most delightful meditations upon, and 
enjoyment by faith of future.glory. It is impos- 
sible to express the clear and powerfully impres- 
sive views I had, of the. Father and the Son, 
seated ou the throne of glory; but I look for 
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far greater things, as it repects conformity to 
the Divine Image. This my soul thirsteth for 
with vehement desire. Condescend, HolyFather, 
to fulfil these desires ; surely they are implanted 
by thy Spirit. Enjoyed repeated opportunities, 
these day* past, of endeavouring to do good to 
saints and sinners. Lord, thou canst bless the 
most inadequate means, and thereby render theta 
effectual. On Thursday, felt rather cast down, 
from various natural causes; I cried unto the 
Lord,' who in tender compassion gave ear unto 
my supplications, and dealt most bountifully 
with me, and those present. He made it a time 
of great refreshing, by a plenitude of the Divine 
presence. My whole soul felt deeply solemnized. 
The vale of the temple seemed to be rent, and 
access given to enter into the holy of holies. I 
feel truly unworthy of all his goodness. Blessed 
Jesus, it is bestowed for thy sake; make arid 
keep me humble. I feel, I bless God, I deeply 
feel. my poverty; mercies bestowed do not make 
me high-minded. The higher I am raised by 
these frequent and precious manifestations, the 
deeper I seem to sink : may it ever be so. 

May 27. The increase of nearness to, and com- 
munion with Deity, with which I was favoured, 
on Monday the 23d, through the goodness of my 
God, still continues, though the adversary has 
made various attempts to rob me of it. Yet, I 
am constrained to follow on ; I cannot rest in 
what is already bestowed. My views grow more 
extensive of the privileges of Christians, of that 
R 3 
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holy familiarity with Deity, Christ has purchased 
for them j of those superior degrees of confor- 
mity to the Divine Image those may expect, who 
through grace are determined to be all for God ; 
to seek and find their all in him. My feeble pen 
cannot describe all I see by faith on this subject; 
I also sweetly taste of it. O that both may con- 
tinue and increase. 

September 23. The Lord God Omnipotent 
reigneth. Here is a solid source of consolation, 
amidst all these shakings of the nations, these vio- 
lent attempts for the subversion of all order and 
good government 5 these subtle, various, and sa- 
tanical endeavours to destroy the belief of the 
'truth as it is in Jems ; yea, to undeify the great 
Author of life and salvation ; and thereby, if 
possible, to rob the Christian of his well-grounded 
hope of eternal happiness. How vain -all these 
feeble attempts. “ He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision ; 
He shall break them with a rod of iron, and dash 
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” The 
foundation Jehovah bath laid for the hope of his 
people, standeth sure- : the gates of hell sb^ll never 
prevail against it. Lord, open the eyes of de- 
luded sinners, before their feet stumble upon the 
dark mountains ; and O may I praise thee now, 
and through all eternity , that thou hast opened 
mine, not only to see my danger, but to escape it; 
and also allowed me such delightful communion 
and fellowship with the Father and the Son,. and 
still keeps me pressing on. Lord, quicken my 
pace. 
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D^ary continued 
♦ 

. . '• . ■ .1 • 

■ January 27. Still the monument of sparing 
mercy, and Still much cause given me to say, 
“ Bless the Lord, O my soul,” for past and pre- 
sent favours. How grateful ought I to be. Last 
Lord’s-day morning, in secret, I was led to plead 
for much of the Divine presence* In my way to 
the house of God, I looked up for the answer of 
prayer, and not in vain. The Sacred Three drew 
divinely near ; and still nearer, when singing the 
praises of my*God. In public, I seemed to get 
in spirit above all created good ; my soul soared 
beyond the skies. The enbject under discussion 
afforded much profit and delight : the' Lord shone 
gloriously upon my soul, and my spiritual en- 
joyment was exquisite. I proved my union with 
the Lord Jesus inexpressibly intimate and close ; 
while my views of the Father and the Holy Spirit 
Were as clear, to the eye of faith, as the sun in 
hih meridian brightness ; and, at the same time, 
most impressive : this continued for some days. 

May 25. I have been confined to the house 
With a severe cold, but had much cause to bless 
the Father of Mercies that he gave me' health to 
R 4 
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attend at the annual examination of my week- 
day school. I had the satisfaction of dismissing 
a goodly number of scholars well taught, and of 
patting into the hand of each, that sacred Volume, 
which, with the blessing of the Lord, is able to 
make them wise to salvation. O God, seal the 
truth it contains upon each of their hearts ; and, 

0 give thy peculiar countenance to those now 
received to supply their place. Without this, all 
my attempts to profit my fellow-creatures, 
whether old or young, will prove ineffectual. 
Encouraged by thy faithful word of promise, that 

1 shall turn many to righteousness, however un- 
likely, speaking after the manner of men, I desire 
to be found continually occupied in whatever 
has either a more immediate Or remote tendency 
to effect this great purpose. Though prevented 
the use of the public means of grace this week, 
yet my God has been gracious j he has been ever 
with me. Yesterday, he was uuspeakably good 
during our little meeting. Some time before it, 
when looking up to him for his presence, a most 
solemn sense of eternal things rested upon my 
mind ; much sacred awe filk'd my breast ; and 
when engaged, he gave me liberty to speak of 
the deep things of God, as felt in my own soul, 
and I trust under an unction from on high. How 
great my obligations ! Hew poor my returns ! 

September 28. I have reason to think, that 
the work of grace in my soul is going forward. 
My Intercourse with Deity increases : my God 
deals most tenderly and liberally with me. May 
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I to the utmost improve bisoondescendiug good- 
ness. He b*8> in a sensible manner, -heard my 
prayer, ppt ap on the 2d instant. I do feel more 
independent of the creature; of course, I rely 
more on the Creator, and not in vain. Lord, f 
would, mote closely and humbly than ever, walk 
with thee. Increase my power. Hare had several 
sweet seasons since last date. Yesterday, espe- 
cially, my heart felt lifted up, when speaking of 
the things of <3od. I was deeply impressed with 
a sense of his astonishing lore, in the redemption 
of sinners ; and enjoyed unusual liberty of. speech, 
when dwelling on the pleasing, the delightful 
theme. Hut, O, how-little of that vast plan can 
our limited powers take in ; even angels them- 
selves, these bright intelligences, far superior to 
man, are represented as desiring to look into, 
and deeply to consider this stupendous mystery. 
Surely Jehovah himself alone knows the height 
and depth of it. 

October 19. The God of all grace and conso- 
lation still remembers his unworthy creature 
for good. On Lord’s* day morning, in public, 
I did not wait upon my God in vain. On Monday, 
all day, 1 enjoyed a plenitude of the graeioas 
presence of the Trinity. What clear notice of 
the truth of this mysterious doctrine does the 
Lord impress upon my mind 1 What comforts 
flow from it t Yet, I seldom make it a subject 
of discussion, though I firmly believe it. My 
limited powers may not be able to coneervc how 
Three Persons cm most in one mtmerical ascnce j 
R fi 
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nor am I called to it : God hath taid it, and that 
is enough. The delightful fellowship I enjoy, 
with each of these Sacred Persons, brings with-it. 
a deeper and more experimental conviction of 
the truth of the doctrine, than ten thousand moat 
conclusive arguments could ever effect. 

December 28. For these days past, I have 
been asking of my God to grant me a token.for 
good, before the expiration of this year ; and of a 
truth, he has heard and answered my request, 
pftener than once. More especially, on Tuesday 
morning, in public, when singing his praises 
before sermon, Jehovah not only drew nigh in 
all the grandeur of Deity, but bis glory seemed 
to fill the place. No language can express what 
I felt, or how I felt. I have had many solemn 
manifestations of the kind, but this exceeded 
them all : wonder, and love, pervaded my whole 
soul, while I sunk into nothing before the great 
I Am. O that great and good ends may be 
■answered by it, „ 

February 9, 1805. Through the tender mercy 
of my God, I have been enabled to make many 
exertions in the path of duty, in the course of 
these last eight days, which to nature appeared 
most formidable ; but,, through Divine aid, 1 
easily accomplished them. Hav^ also gained 
several victories over self in the same way. Help, 
Lord, to retain the ground gained. Y esterday,.the 
Lord drew very sweetly near, while calling on him. 
in our little meeting. It is truly in general, a very 
profitable one,, and no less comfortable. How 
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uhlformfy does -the 'Gbd we love, and endeavour 
to serve, favour us with his gracious presence ; 
not only during the meeting, but in conversation 
after it. These two last Thursdays, I felt un- 
commonly' stirred up ; yea, as it were, impelled 
to press on my own heart, and the hearts of all 
present, the great necessity of living for eternity. 
How trifling and insignificant the things of time, 
when compared with those of an eternal world. 

September 13. Since the 2d ult. I have been- 
cbt&med to my chamber, and much to my bed ; 
my mind has been flat ; my spirits weak ; and my 
nerves a good deal affected, by the effects of a 
fever; Yet, through the tender mercy of God, 
the adversary is in a great measure chained up. 
How good is the Father of Mercies ! He is 
again, as often formerly, beginning to restore 
me to a measure of health, though very slowly. 
How many the temporal mercies enjoyed in 
this long season of affliction. Every outward ac- 
commodation,. kindness, and all proper medical 
assistance, &c. &c. O for gratitude ! Yesterday, 
my God drew near ; Jehovah came down, and 
my soul rejoiced. O Lord, come nearer still ; 
fully restore and perfect what concerns body, 
soul, spirit, and outward estate. 

— 27. Through mercy, I still live, and 

continue to- gain a little upon my bodily affliction, , 
and experience many mercies; but still languor of 
mind and weakness of nerves try me. At times, ; 
my God draws- near r he did so yesterday, (Thurs- 
day,.). and answered prayer; l trust it is only am* 
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alteration of enjoyment, not of possession / but 
eyeu this is painful, O my God, quickly come, 
and fill with' all tby communicable fulneau., i-am 
thankful for power to apeak for- God, wad the 
profit of my fellow-creatures. Loirdy follow simple 
language with Divine power } then shall thy pro- 
mise be fulfilled : that I shall “ turn many, from 
darkness to light, and strengthen- the brethren.” 
How insipid is all created good without intimate 
fellowship with Deity ! My mind is at present 
exercised about some important business, which 
affects my spirits; though the toed has conde- 
scended to favour me with many precious pro- 
mises respecting the success of it. Forgive me, 
gracious Father, and make me stronger in the 
faith. 

December 13* Since last date, 1 have, through 
rich mercy, enjoyed much communion with 
Deity, more especially with Jehovah. O how 
inexpressibly delightful 1 What a heaven of silent 
love ! 1 prove in a small degree that the conti- 
nual view of infinite Excellency, tends greatly to 
refine the moral taste ; to expand and enlarge 
the powers of the soul ; and gives more and 
more extensive views of the perfections of Deity. 
But, while in the body, how little can We take 
in; how very limited are. our views of these 
glorious objects. Lord, enlarge my scanty thought 
.to ► know the wonders of thy love ; and unloose 
my. stammering tongue, to tell of them under 
a Divine, influence. On LerdVday taortdng, 
God was good to his unworthy creature in his. 
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hbuae of prayer; and just afterwards, opened 
my mouth in private, to speak to the case of a 
distressedCbristtar^ who had laboured long in the 
furnace of the most painful temptations. She is 
since ina great measure delivered;, and has been 
favoured with glorious views of Father, Sen, and 
Holy Spirit as her portion. On. this occasion it 
appeared ‘more clearly to me than ever formerly, 
that God had condescended to put his words in 
my. mouth. On Thursday, during our class- 
meeting, I had a precious time ; when speaking 
of his loving-kindness, the fire of Divine love 
was sensibly increased in my soul, and in the 
hearts of those present : O for gratitude. 

March 14, 1806. He whose tender mercies, 
are over all his works, hath made bare his holy 
arm in my behalf, since the 7th instant. The trial 
then mentioned, he hath removed in a very un- 
expected manner. Neither his kingdom, nor the 
accomplishment of his will, cometh by obser- 
vation. He gently leads to the adoption of mea- 
sures, sometimes at the suggestion of others, and 
often by the most (simple means; and, in the use 
of these, brings about the desired end, having 
previously given faith to believe for success. 
How wonderful are Ay ways, O, thou God of 
love 1 I may add, how precious is faith, not only 
in the Divine life, but in the' things of the present 
‘ life. Lord, increase my faith, and perfect what 
tbou hast begun, respecting the business now 
mentioned,' and much 4 more in the accomplish- 
ment of these precious promises, for matters of 
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much greater importance. Found It truly good 
to wait on God in public last Lord’ s-day,: and to 
sit down at his Son’s table ; but much better 
since, as he has so quickly granted one of:my 
requests then put up, and added much 1 comfort 
with it to my soul, with some increase 1 of) faith. 
O to be grateful. 

October 17> A God of love is still, from time 
to time, shewing me mercy, and repeating the 
visits of his love. G how delightful these seasons. 
If any thing can be more so, it is that intercourse 
with which I am often favoured with the whole 
Deity : language cannot express what is 1 then- 
enjoyed. The soul is as if absorbed in the God- 
head ; surrounded with it ; and all within -bows 
before the Triune God, with the deepest humility, 
the most profound solemnity, and indescribable 
serenity : the creature seems for the time’ lost/ 
in Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, One God, Jh- 
hovah. How little, then, does every earthly thing 
appear ! O my God, let it be ever thus with me ; 
then I shall be better fitted for doing und suf- 
fering all thy holy will. Last LorcF s-day morn- 
ing, in public, it was truly a profitable and- 
comfortable time. In a moment, the Lord' seemed 
to favour me with a retrospect of his dealings- 
with me> since he first called me to seek his face* 
and gave me to see, it was mercy all ; and that 
he had not permitted me wickedly to depart from- 
him : yea, he gave me a sweet witness from on- 
high, that, from the beginning to the present 
moment, I never had had one serious thought oE 
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departingfrom my God. fiat while I speak thus, 
I feel I hare been unfaithful, unworthy, and un- 
fruitful. Perhaps one great preservative has been 
a fear continually of coming abort. From the first, 
1 was deeply sensible of my danger ; I durst not- 
trust. myself one moment, and,, therefore, kept 
aloof from persons, things, aud places. But, as 
human nature is prone to extremes, .it is possible 
1 carried this too far. Yet, upon a retrospect, 1 
am inclined to think, I did not lose by living so 
much in the spirit of sacrifice. I do not say, 
that this plan is necessary for all ; but 1 found it 
so for me, and I now bless my God that he thus 
led me. Perhaps what suggested these medita- 
tions was, the portion of Scripture spoken from 
iid chapter of Jeremiah, 17th to the 19tb verse. 

March 27, .1807. Still have cause to. bless 
the God of> grace and consolation for many 
mercies, known and unknown, since last datft * 
though my spiritual joys have not beemso strong 
as the week before. Two great events , as to 
public affairs, have taken place very recently* 
which ought to make the hearts of Christians, 
rejuice, and fill their lips with the high praises 
of God namely, 1st, The total abolition of the 
slave-trade- by Great Britain. Its long conti- 
nuance has been the disgrace of our islands 
May the Most High crown the noble deed with, 
his blearing, that it may be productive of all 
these Ipppy a °d most important consequences 
that a^e expected from it. 2dly, The other 
event is also of great magnitude.. The rqjectk>a ; 
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Parliament. Blessed be God, who hath given firm- 
ness to our King, and a-large majority, infaveur of 
both these measures. O God, what praise is due to 
thee ! O. pour out a spirit of prayer and gratitude 
upon all thy own people in our island, for thy great 
goodness to us in these respects : do thou enable 
us all to profit by it, and to shew our gratitude 
by our obedience aad love to Thee. 

April 25. Through mercy, 1 still find the Lord 
inviting me to come forward, to enjoy more fully 
the rich blessings the- adorable Saviour hath, pur- 
chased for bis people. His condescension has 
__ operated powerfully aad sweetly' on my heart, 
and greatly encouraged me to expect greater 
things than ever. My love to God has beeu in- 
creased, and to my blessed Jesus. My earnest 
thirst after entire conformity to the Divine image 
is strengthened. Come, OBtemaldod, and give 
me the permanent possession of sill thou bast so 
clearly shown me is thy will concerning me ; let 
nothing hinder. I have been favoured, these days 
past, with delightful meditations on these deep 
things of God ; and also, at different times, with 
sweet communion with Deity, atone, and when 
with others; and have bad most pleasing sen- 
sations from the strong hope of She gospel being 
sent to very distant parts, whereas yet no mis- 
sionary exertions have been made. Blessed God, 
realise these hopes, and give great, exceeding 
great success, that the multitudes of Blacks, and of 
the swarthy sons and daughters of Afreea, may -be 
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brought to the knowledge of the troth at it is in ' 
Jesus. They have long been enveloped in worse 
than Egyptian darkness, and their miseries have 
been greatly increased by the hellish cruelty ©i 
those who purchased and enslaved- them. Yet, 
through the tender mercy of a gracious God, many 
individuals amongst them have had their slavery 
sweetened, by being brought to the knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ; and now, that the 
slave-trade is abolished, and these opportunities 
lost thereby of hearing the gospel preached, what 
an unspeakable mercy will it be, if a merciful 
God, who is no respecter of persons, so orders 
matters as that the gospel shall be brought to 
them in their own countries. 

September 35. I hope I may venture to say, 
that my most gracious God and heavenly Father 
does not permit me at any time to be without 
sweet fellowship with himself ; or if in the least 
interrupted, there is either a hungering and thirst* 
ing for it, or an inward grieving for my loss, and . 
a constant hope, more or less, of its return, which 
is very seldom disappointed. Some days of last 
week, I mourned, because I felt a partial dis- 
tance from the grand Source of all human bliss ; 
but soon the Father of Mercies, the God of all 
graee and consolation, beard and answered my 
cried. On entering his bouse last Lord’s-day 
morning, which 1 esteemed a great privilege, 
after an absense of some weeks, I was enabled 
to join the great congregation, and what was 
much better, to sing bis praise with grace in ray 


Digitized by Google 



THE LIFE Of 


3f8 

heart ; : a Divine something seemed to thrill . 
through my whole frame ; but whpt J felt under 
a discourse from, “ Blessed are the pore in heart, 
for they shall see God,” eternity alone can ex* 
plain dr express. O, if I attempt to use • the 
moderate language of humanity, there was an 
indescribable degree of union' with the whole 
Deity ; a depth of exquisite communion and fel- 
lowship with each of the Sacred- Three ; — an 
uncommon, experimental, impressive view of 
the Unity of Essence, and Trinity of Persons. 
All this continued during the whole service, yea, 
the whole day; and to the present moment, I 
feel a measure of* it. But, O, when I consider 
the goodness of my God in favouring me with this 
wonderful display of his greatness, glory, and 
goodness, at this time, I am led to adore and bless 
his holy Name, with my whole heart. I was igno- 
rant, but he knew how soon I was to hear unex- 
pected and doleful tidings of the near approach of 
death, to a beloved and only sister, and also of a 
brother equally near the confines of eternity. 
Nature ought to feel, and, “ unreproved 5 she 
may drop a tear.” Religion does not>des&r<y<the 
human passions and affections, but refines them. 
-I, bless my God, my mind was kept composed, 
much drawn out in prayer; and, O, how I 
ought to praise my Lord, who has -given me 
speh well-grounded hopes that my dear sister 
apd brother will be eternally happy;' Blessed 
be the Name of my gracious God. O holy Father, 
thou hast often given me clear; soul-satisfying 
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views of the happiness of not a few of those 
thotiihast called hence at different times ; if thou 
seeat it meet, allow me this privilege, when my 
dear sister and brother shall leave this vale of 
tears. 

November 2/. I have great cause to praise a 
Gpd of love, who is the hearer of prayer; and 
who has so fully granted my request, respecting 
n?y dear sister’s departure from this vale of tears. . 
I was, at her desire, in some measure, frequent, 
and fervent at a throne of grace, that she might 
die happy ; that her faith might not fail, being 
at that time increased ; and truly it did not fail. 
Her joy for weeks before her death was unspeak- 
able. Holy, sapped awe, sweetly tempered with 
a large .proportion of Divine love, seemed to 
prevade her whole soul, till she dropt the mantle 
of mortality, and entered iuto the paradise of 
God: that intermediate space, where bloody- 
bought souls remain till tire final judgement, 
when they shall enter into the joy of their Lord, 
which is unspeakable and full. of glory; when 
they shall enjoy the beatific vision, and be. made 
pillars in the temple of our God, to go no more 
out. Blessed Jesus, what bast thou suffered and 
done for thy people 1 

December 12. He who cannot err, still sees 
meet to keep me from the means of grace, by 
severity of weather, and delicacy of health, by 
which I suffer both in body and mind. O may 
I be kept from every unnecessary degree of at- 
tention to the body, and also obtain the sanctified 
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use of every providential dispensation. I en- 
deavour to make my confinement, through grace, 
profitable to my fellow-creatures, by a deeper 
attention to the wants of the poor, especially the 
Lord’s people, in this extreme cold and severe . 
weather ; and daring the high price of every ne- 
cessary of life, even to a threatening of famine. 
Lord, enlarge my powers ‘Of action hereto,- Mid 
give heavenly wisdom. As a nation, we have 
had very uncommon losses at sea, both of men 
and property ; and the clouds are dark indeed, 
which seem to hang over our heads, as it regards 
political matters ; besides an unprecedented spirit 
of revolution, which has appeared in several 
nations, and still threatens others, almost to the 
subversion of all regular governments. Thus 
situated, how natural to think, that even the 
most unconcerned would be brought to consider : 
but, alas, it is not so ; nothing short of sovereign 
grace can change the heart of sinners. O blessed 
God, with whom is the residue of the Holy Spirit, 
do thou then pour him out in all his diversified 
operations, that the thoughtless may be awak- 
ened, convinced, and converted; and thy own 
people built up in their most holy faith : and, 
O Lord, do thou greatly enlarge my spiritual 
borders. 
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Diary concluded*— Lady Maxwell’s last Illness and 

Death — Letter on, by the . Honourable Miss Aft* 
/ pier— Inscription on Monumental Tablet. 

■ ■ 

March 19. On last Lord’s-day, I enjoyed the 
great privilege of being not only in the house of 
God, but of beiBg richly fed with spiritual food, 
while there, from these words : “ Lord, 1 am 
thine, save me; I have sought thy precepts." 
It is impossible for me to say bow exquisite 
was my enjoyment of the whole Deity, during 
this discourse. I was favoured with uncommon 
fellowship and nearness to the Sacred Three : 
but eternity alone can fully unfold and define 
what the Christian feels on these wonderful and 
blessed occasions. Meditating upon it, brings 
back in some measure a renewal of it. O my 
God, let me prove in some degree its trans- 
forming nature. Yesterday, (Thursday;) I was 
again favoured with the presence of the Holy 
Trinity in our little meeting; bat not in such a 
high degree : my comfort was rather damped by 
the weight of a very unexpected trial in the 
morning; but be who afflicteth not willingly, 
soon lightened the load. Blessed Lord, how ten- 
derly dost thou deal with tby children. 


Digitized by 


Google 




A 


TM* Llfft'e* 


June 16. God is lovb. O how great his 
goodness. Since the ninth instant he has, in 
much mercy, increased hjs love in rny heart; He 
"favoured me with the great, privilege of entering 
his house last Lord’s-day, when he made much 
of his goodness to pass before me; greatly more 
than I had reason to expect. I was fed with 
marrow and fatness* Intimate fellowship and 
communion with Father, Son, and Spirit, t felt 
as in the immediate presence of Deity. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and all that is withiti me 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. On Thurs- 
day, during our meeting, as soon as I bowed my 
knees, looked up to the Father of Mercies, and 
inwardly pleaded for much of the Divine pre- 
sence ; the Sacred Three drew nigh ; a solemn 
Divine awe overspread my mind; all within 
deeply felt, “ God is here.” It was indeed a 
memorable season. O my God, hasten the time 
when it shall always be so, and whefl every such 
visit from on high shall greatly increase holiness 
of heart and life, and, of consequence* greater 
intercourse with heaven. This is what my soul 
hungers and thirsts after. 

September 10. Since the. 26th of August, I 
have felt variously. I have been favoured, at 
times, with precious visits from above ; n)y best 
times are in the house bf my God ; and, on 
Thursdays, at home, in secret prayer and medita- 
tion 5 likewise, in conversing bn the things of 
God, with strong desires for the eternal welfare 
others. O to be faithful and successful ! ' On these 
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occasions I . find anearnest desire, and this proves 
a strong stimulus to speak* By nature I am 
rather shy ; but I find, in geneital, I obtain such as- 
sistance from on high, when thus employed, that 
conquers nature, and procures additional com- 
fort to my own soul. Last Lord's-day I had' all 
opportunity of remembering the dying love of 
my adorableSaviour, which was a time of re'- 
freshing. I felt ashamed and grieved that; I did 
not feel my heart overflowing with grateful love 
to him, who had doue so. much for m$: but 
O the riches of free, grace! in a moment the 
whole Deity drew near: 1 felt surrounded, yea 
encircled in the Divine arms ; I was lost in sacred 
astonishment and love. The whole powers of 
my soul were arrested, and a holy awe per- 
vaded my mind, while I seemed to sink into 
Jehovah, and felt lost in his. immensity. O 
adorable Saviour, how infinite the blessings thou 
hast purchased even for the fallen race of Adam ! 
Why is not my ppor heart every moment burn- 
ing with the sacred fire of Divine love and grati- 
tude to thee ? I lose myself, and into nothing fall 
before thee. O compassionate thy poor creature ! 
Enlarge my receptive powers, and keep them 
continually .on the stretch. 

December 31. Since the 22d of October, in 
general, my experience of Divine things has hot 
beea.ao.*i$h as before that period. My health: 
has bean impaired, and, my confinement , more 
tlwvuftQfld, 2 yet, my God has been good ; allowed 
nanpwy precious seasons in public, private,**! 
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secret. My heart has been much drawn out to 
assist the poor, and to alleviate every species of 
distress among my fellow-creatures in these 
trying times, more especially the religions poor. 
Lord, increase my ability ! Thou hast given me 
a willing heart. 

January 7 , 1809. The God of all grace and 
consolation has lengthened out my life another 
year, and in the course of twelve months past, bps 
given me much cause to praise him for Ids good- 
ness to my soul ; for almost continual fellowship 
with the whole Deity, still superior to what he 
allowed me in the former year,, though that was 
also great. I have enjoyed an increase of sacred 
awe , solemn serenity,. holy liberty , and inexpressi- 
ble purity of happiness. I would almost say, 
similar to what the blessed above eryoy. O my 
God, how do I sink in my own eyes when I con- 
sider my poverty of returns for all this profusion 
of goodness. I atn lost in amazement, that thou 
hast so long borne with me; but the cause is, 
thou art 6od, whose tender mercies are over all 
thy works, and Jesus hath died, the great propitia- 
tion for sin. Blessed God, for his sake grant me 
more power to love and serve thee. 

July 21. Still my God appears in my behalf. 
One day this week, 1 felt rather a degree of un- 
willingness to do what I bad some small reason 
to think was the will of God. - 1 hesitated, and 
asked the Lord to lead me into bis will. In a 
few minutes, my God appeared in my behalf, and 
g|re me a sweet persuasion, that if asked agree- 
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fibly to my present light, he would soon. interpose 
in a way that would fully satisfy me -as to the 
business in hand. This soon determined me to 
go forward with. cheerfulness ; and O, how soon 
did my God, who is ever faithful, answer for 
himself. “ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all 
that is within me, bless his Holy Name.” Surely 
it . is good for me to trust i n Jehovah. . t> my 
Heavenly Father, strengthen my faith, and enable 
me to go forward with greater speedy And if it 
}$ thy holy will, enlarge my temporal Borders, 
that I may be more able to help the poor and the 
friendless, especially thy people. Thou hast given 
me a heart from my youth thus disposed. O 
give increasing power 5 and, O Lord, give thy 
richest blessing to my. week-day charity-school, 
in Edinburgh. I have reason to believe that thou 
didst direct to it, when I asked of thee to shew 
me What I could do for thy cause. It has been 
opened a good many years, and about eight 
hundred children,boys and girls, have been taught, 
by various teachers, every branch of education 
proper for their line of life,, and every possible 
attempt used to secure the salvation of their im- 
mortal souls. Blessed Lord, command thy bless- 
ing, and then real good shall be done. 

October 7 * Still far behind, and deeply con- 
scious of it 3 yet my God is good. On Sunday 
last be exceeded my expectations, for which I 
felt grateful. But when. Lord, wUt thou, satisfy 
the longing desires of my soul. O hasten the 
happy time when £ shall feel all that conformity 
Vol. II. S 
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to the Divine Image that the present imperfect 
state; where the immortal soul is lodged in a 
tenement of clay, will permit. Yesterday, found 
it profitable to listen to an account given by 
one or two valuable ministers in the Methodist 
connexion, respecting what God had done for 
their souls. They are a highly favoured body of 
Christians, both ministers and people. I meet 
with none, who enjoy so much of the comfort* of 
religion, of communion and fellowship with the 
Father and the Son, as they do; toor with any 
that have such dear views of the blessings of the 
new and everbdtkrg covenant,* 


* Such wu the testimony of Lady Maxwell, after a 
long and intimate acquaintance wish the venerable Founder 
of Methodism, and several others of fiis pious coadjutors; 
and after having watered with an enlightened and dis- 
criminating eye the principal movements of this body of 
Christians for nearly half a century: a testimony surely 
sufficient to neutralize for ever the low ribaldry and blas- 
phemy of the %i Vicar of Manachan,” and to outweigh 
the ten thousand false deductions, which either hove been, 
or yet may be mode, by the purblnd metaphysics of a 
certain semi-infidel school ; even though these should he 
arrayed with all the fascinations of genius, and have the 
ponderous name of some far-famed Poet Laureate thrown 
with them into the scale. But Lady M- — *S testimony, it 
will be said, can only be considered as ex -parte evidence. 
It may, therefore, ju at he fair to add the following historical 
sketch, recently drawn by the able pencil of one who will 
not be accused of party attachment u Contemplate the 
progress of Methodism, from its small beginnings, under 
its indefatigable Founder. That system, Which reckons 
he&rly half a million members, and a thousand preachers ; 
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February 2, 1810. StiU confined from the 
house of my God, which I prove a considerable 
logs. T long to get there, and to enjoy the deep, 
the delightful fellowship with which 1 have been 
so often favoured it is a heaven upon earth. 

0 God, restore me to it again, if it is thy holy 
will and pleasure! But thou art every where 
present. Yesterday, Father, Son, and Spirit, 
were most graciously near. Lord, where thou 
art u heaven . Give me, O Lord, to feel this 
every moment. 1 desire to be grateful for what 

1 have enjoyed, and do enjoy of it. Help me, 
blessed Lord, to profit more by it ! 

— — 16. Still my gracious God preserves me, 
and, firom time to time, allows me sweet fellow- 
ship with Father and Son. What a great bless- 
ing ! On last Thursday, 1 was highly favoured 
in this respect, and those who were with me. 
Jehovah was sensibly and most graciotisly nigh. 

which can speak of scholastic learning and pulpit eloquence, 
inferior to Rone of any other denomination; which has its 
missionaries in every quarter of. the globe; which is con- 
tinually and deservedly, rising in public esteem, was, about 
seventy years ago, confined to two ministers, and some 
thirty or forty members, who had to work their way against 
the brutal violence of the mob, the injustice of magistrates, 
the frowns of lukewarm Christians, and the contempt of 
avowed infidels. Hie histiryof this indefatigable, zealous, 
and useful denomination will stated to the end of time, as* 
check to the despondency, and ah encouragement to the 
hopes of those who are anziou/ to glorify God in seeking 
the salvation of their fbllotf- creatures. — Vide a Sermon, 
pre&ke&fbrfke of tfo Port of London Society, May 

9, If tfcllffr. J. A. Jaunt 
* 2 
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0 my God, let these precious visitations prove 
much more transforming .than ever. I long for 
this. Speak, Lord, and it shall be so : and O, 
make me more useful to others ! — strengthen my 
delicate frame ; — fill me with faith and with the 
Holy Ghost. 

March 2. Upon a survey of the last eight 
days, they have not been very comfortable. 1 
have felt at a partial distance from the source of 
my happiness. My body has been afflicted ; my 
nerves and spirits the same. O my God, when 
not happy in Thee, all within feels an aching 
void. O Lord, remove whatever hinders that 
close communion with Deity* with which thou 
dost so highly favour me in general. On Thurs- 
day last, thou didst deal favourably with me, for 
which I would praise thee. O that it might be 
the beginning of better days than ever yet I have 
enjoyed, if it is thy holy will;- — and O, my 
gracious God, restore me to tby house of prayer. 

1 long for this. Amen, and Amen.” 

+ 

With the above passage, written in a manner 
scarcely legible, her Ladyship's Diary was closed. 
Her right hand forgat its cunning. Her race was 
nearly run : but her lamp was trim fried, her 
light was burning, and the Bridegrbom was at 
the door. Instead of being restored to God’s 
earthly tabernacle, her Divine Master, whom she 
had so faithfully served, was preparing, her tri- 
umphant soul speedily to join the assembly of 
glorified spirits around his throne.- For -some 
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years her constitution had manifested symptoms 
of decay) and had imposed upon her more than 
ordinary attention to her health. -From the latter 
part of the preceding year,' her weaknesses had 
greatly increased; and in the early part of the 
spring of this year, her decline was accelerated by 
an almost total loss of appetite. ** And, although 
every aid. of medicine was tried, administered by 
the hand of a most able physician, who had long 
attended her, and to whom the peculiarities of 
her constitution .were well known, yet her appe- 
tite could not be restored. Nothing, however, 
appeared to indicate a speedy dissolution until 
within.about a fortnight of her death, when one 
night she became so very .feverish, and her pulse 
so high, that it was seriously feared that the time 
of her departure was come. At this time, her 
attendant requested that she might be permitted 
to call in some of her Ladyship’s relations, but 
received for answer, * No ; it will hurry me. 1 
feel such a Divine calm, that I wish not to be 
disturbed.’ She afterwards recovered a little, 
but being incapable of taking nourishment, 
her delicate frame gradually sunk. She was 
frequently visited, about this time, by the Wes- 
leyan minister then in the city, to whom sbe. 
appeared to suffer no pain of body, nor mental 
decay. She expressed her hearty thanks for 
every little attention which was shewn to her, and 
poured her solemn benedictions' on all who cam£ 
near her. As she was so very weak, the minister 
Who visited her, did not urge her to speak, but 
S3 
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when she inclined to it of her own accord. Hiring 
on one occasion joined with her in prayer, he 
left her abruptly, as she appeared to he engaged 
in some mental exercise ; when, as soon as he 
was gone, the physician came in, and inquired 
how she felt herself ; she thanked bin for all Ms 
kindness and attention, bat assured bkn that her 
mind was so absorbed in Divine things, that she 
could neither speak of the body nor of the world. 
At another time, she was asked by the minister 
how she was, but she bad only strength to say, 
“ God is with me:” Two days before fahr death, 
be called upon her, when she desired him to be 
seated, and appeared very wishful to speak, but 
her strength was gone. She was uuly able to 
say, that through her affliction sbe had “ had no 
painful exercise of mind }’*— -that her “ confi- 
dence 'was unshaken,” and her "peace inex- 
pressibly sweet.” She -was visited again on the 
day that she died, when, without pain, and in 
the perfect use of her senses and faculties, she 
seemed to be gently breathing herself away j and 
on the afternoon of the same day, while one of 
- the ministers of the city was engaged with her 
in prayer, 

“ She took her last triumphant flight. 

From Calvary’s to Zion’s height” 

Thus died Lady Maxwell, July 2d, 1810, in 
which the society to which sbe belonged lost Its 
oldest member, the world onfe of its best -inhabi- 
tants, and the church universal, throughout the 
earth, one of its brightest ornaments.” 
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The following letter, addressed to a friend of 
her Ladyship, by the Honourable Miss Napier, 
will throw further light on this painful, blissful, 
.parting scene. 

TO MRS. C . 

Castle-street , Edinburgh , 
July 14,. 1810. 

Madam, 

Knowing the great regard which beloved Lady 
Maxwell entertained for you, 1 cannot resist 
writing a few lines to inform you of an event that 
will doubtless give you real pain. Her dear 
Ladyship died on the 2d instant. Her health had 
gradually declined, ever since last November. 
Three of the most eminent physicians attended 
her, who apprehended no danger till within six 
weeks of her death. She died, blessed woman, 
as she had lived, rejoicing in the God of her 
salvation, and in the full assurance of eternal 
happiness. 

She was quite aware of her situation, and told 
me, that from the time she was taken ill, she was 
folly- persuaded death was in the cup : but from 
tenderness to me, she never adverted to the sub- 
ject, till within a. fortnight of her death. From 
that time till she departed, her conversation was 
more like that of an inhabitant of heaven, than 
of one still encumbered with a body of clay. She 
expired without a sigh, struggle, or groan ; and 
this was literally in answer to prayer. I had 
been long her selected confidential friend, as well 
S 4 
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as her relation 5 had lived under the same roof 
with her for some years, and slept in the same 
room ; so that to me this event is most mourn- 
ful. But I am convinced the change to her is so 
glorious* that 1 ought to turn my tears into hymns 
of joy. 

I do endeavour to comfort myself by reflecting 
on what she is now enjoying. I doubt not but 
many hymns were sung on her entrance into her 
heavenly Father’s kingdom, and that a celestial 
host conducted her to her Saviour, to her King; 
and to her God. Then, then began her glory ! 

' She being crowned with glory, and honour, and 
immortality, is sat down at God’s right hand, to 
drink at the fountain head of pleasures for ever- 
more. % ‘ 

I must remember, too, many, many mercies, 
which are mixed in this bitter cup. She did not 
outlive her usefulness: her faculties remained un- 
impaired; and she has .gone to receive her un- 
speakable reward, before the days of old age 
arrived in which she would bavefound no pleasure. 
Her life and death are lessons which I trust I 
shall never forget. May- they be' blessed to me, 
and to all who knew, or were connected with 
her : and may we more and more strive to walk 
at ail humble distance in her steps, that, our last 
end may be like hers. 

God highly honoured me in appointing me the 
melancholy duty of attending her. O, such a 
death-bed ! It appeared like the verge of heaven- 
like waiting in the sanctuary surrounded by angels 
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and archangels — and above all) a place which the - 
presence of God rendered sacred. 

There was never, surely, greater lamentation, 
than has been made for her by all ranks of society. 
A funeral sermon was preached on this mournful 
occasion, on Sunday evening, in her free school • 
another is to be preached in the church for her 
dear Ladyship to-morrow ; and one in her chapel, 
at Workington, &c. &ot And, I trust, if it'be 
possible, one at Hope Chapel, by some of your 
- ministers, who knew her exalted character, and 
real worth. 1 

I am, dear Madam, with respect, your’s, 

A. Napier. 


The mortal remains of this eminent servant of 
God lie interred in "the Grey Friars church-yard, 
Edinburgh j to wait for the' morning of the re- 
surrection, when Jesus “shall come to be glorified 
in his saints, and to be admired in all them that 
believe.” A monumental tablet has been erected, 
on which i& the following inscription • 
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TO THB MEMORY OF 

DAME DARCY BRISBANE, 

WIDOW OF 

SIR WALTER MAXWELL, OF POLLOCK, BART. 
AND YOUNGEST DAUGHTER 
OF THB LATE 

THOMAS BRISBANE, B8Q. OF BRISBANE. 

DIED AT EDINBURGH, 

JULY 2 , 1810 : 

Who was equally distinguished for Her exalted piety, 
benevolence, and Christian virtues ; as she tfa* 
for her amiable disposition and dignified 
manners. Prov. xxxi. 29. 

Now she has dropt her cumbrous clay, 

And joyful soars the shining way ; 

While kindred spirits spread their wings. 

And bear her to the Ring of kings. 

Long had she known the Saviour’s love. 

And fix’d her heart on things above ; 

Long had she run, with even pace, 

A useful— net uncertain race. 

.With various gifts add graces fraught. 

By the unerring Spirit taught, 

She warn’d, allur’d, with fervent zeal, 

Nor dar’d religion to conceal. 

And How, she shines, in endless light. 

In aU her Father’s glory bright ; 

A spotless robe to her is given, 

And all the glorious joys of heaven ; 

She sees, with joy, her Saviour’s face, 

' And sings the triumphs of his grace : 

Then casts her crown before his throne. 

And glory gives to God alone. 

This monument is erected by her Nephews, and Trustees, 
Colonel Brisbane, of Brisbane, and Archibald 
Swinton, Esq. W. S. as a mark of * . 
their affectionate regard. 
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Of 

'JLABY MAXWELL. 

, ■» 

To pourtray with accuracy the character of 
Uby Maxwbh,, certainly required a pencil of 
more than ordinary ability* “ It is true, that a 
person of inventive mind, or a lively imagination, 
might draw an ideal character, combining what- 
soever things are pure, pious, amiable, and of 
good report ; and by applying tbia to Lady Max- 
well, fancy would become reality, and fiction 
would be sober narrative of fact j for h$r character 
and conduct would bear him out triumphant. 
Yet, as thee* is something peculiar to every per- 
son ; something which is properly their own, and 
their ownselves; as untransferable as personal 
identity, and by which their acquaintance will 
easily recognise them in the crowd ; so the per- 
son who has an eye that can catch these peculiari- 
ties, and * band which can throw them on the 
canvass, each in its proper light, natural attitude, 
and just proportions, that person is a real pointer 
of character ; and to such an one, that of Lady. 
Maxwell would be a subject worthy of the best 
efforts of his greatest powers.” , 

For 1 * the following concentrated view of some 
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of the many excellencies which were so happily 
combined in the life and character of this eminent 
saint,, the Editor is indebted to the Mbmoir of his 
worthy friend alluded to in the preface of this 
work. It has been preferred to any thing he might 
have attempted ; not only on account of its own 
intrinsic worth, but also, on account of the 
following interesting fact. This delineation was 
drawn, not from ah examination of her Ladyship’s 
writings, but from personal observation, add the - 
unanimous testimony of numerous friends, rlt 
is, therefore, conceived that it furnishes a mOst' 
satisfactory proof, that her Ladyship’s conversa- 
tion and deportment strictly corresponded with 
all that has been met with, in the record of her' 
own experience. Principles were reduced to' 
practice; resolutions formed in the closet had 
their appropriate influence on the life ; and a’ 
happy consistency between profession and doing' 
was maintained, which secured the ready assent 
and approbation of every pious and impartial’ 
observer. It has been remarked, that few persons' 
were known to Speak of her Ladyship in any 
other terms than those of "good Lady Maxwell.” 
It is a brief but full and striking character of a' 
primitive worthy, by the pen of inspiration, — ' 
“ He was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost 
and of faith : and much people was added to the : 
Lord.”* 

“ Lady Maxwell’s person was a little taller than 


* Acts xi. 24. 
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the ordintuy si2e, slender, regular in lts'form, 
just in its proportions, and remarkably straight j 
her complexion inclining a’ little more to dark 
than light. Her features quite'- feminine, yet 
bold, every line full of meaning, and strongly 
marked' with' intelligence. Her eye was quick 
and penetrating, yet full of sweetness. And 
when she was bordering on her seventieth year, 
time had neither impaired her sight, nor drawn 
furrows on her countenance ; while she sat and 
walked as erect, and moved with' as much' ease, 
and grace as when in her twentieth year. The 
amiable part of her manner was scarcely per- 
ceived by strangers at first sight, in consequence 
of a superlative dignity in her mien, which 
appears to have been so natural, that on very few 
occasions she could forget it ; and this wn» 
thought by those who knew her the least, but ill 
to comport with that high degree of piety to 
which she laid claim. Acquaintance, however, 
broke this charm, ventured within the imagined, 
magic circle, and experience corrected the errors’ 
of misconception. > 

a ' Her dress, which was as much dictated by; 
conscience as formed on taste, was very plaini 
being without ornament, -or any thing which 
could serve only for shew ; yet- it was a plainness 
of her own, equally removed from the formal 
costume of the Quaker, and the frippery of. 
fashion, escaping at the same time the uncon- 
scientious expensiveness of both. She did not 
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degrade herself from her rank, nor detract from 
her personal appearance, by this plainness of 
apparel ; but she found that she could relieve 
many a suffering Creature, and five education 
to many an orphan child, with what numbers 
expend in useless decorations, whose income was 
as much below her own, a* was their situation 
|n society. 

Her talent for convenatum-vna very remark- 
able, calculated at once to profit and delight. 
It might be said of her, as Dr. Johnson said of 
the Rev. John Wesley, “ That she spoke welt on 
every subject.” For although in one sense she 
was out of the world, she was by no means un- 
acquainted with it, nor yet of those leadihg 
events which in continual succession engage the 
public mind } while in the early part of her life, 
she appeared to have amassed a considerable fund 
of original observation on things, manners, and 
men. She was also well acquainted with the 
general circle of fkitiab literature in its various 
department*, and possessed a memory retentive 
of important foots, and ready in supplying at the 
precise moment, the idea or illustration which 
was. then wanted. She had no partiality for con- 
troversy PH any subject, and mostly avoided 
disputable points. When, however, she was 
Called to give an opinion on such subjects, she 
would do it with case and clearness ; and by ad- 
verting to the data of her pwn reasoning— to the 
procedure of her understanding from one link 
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to another of that chain of ratiocination which 
it had formed, she seldom failed to conduct the 
minds of others to the same conclusions with 
those of her own. Her command of language in 
conversation was not less extraordinary j the 
characteristics of which were, perspicuity, purity, 
and elegaaoe. Her word*, in general, were so 
well chosen, that a person of taste would have 
been ready to conclude, that had she ransacked 
all the Lexicons of the language, she could not 
have selected words more justly to express her 
sense, or to convey the precise ideas she intended 
to communicate, than those which she employed. 
With the exception of a » very slight Scottish 
accent, her enunciation wag as pure and elegant 
as her language -.—her .manner of speaking was 
ease and dignity in the closest combination ; she 
was always ready, bat never rapid. She was never 
observed to fanlter, hesitate, or trip in the pro* 
nunciation of a word, nor ever to change a 
word, half expressed, for another which might 
be deemed more suitable. She was never ob- 
trusive in conversation, and never loquacious \ 
seldom descended from the elevation of her rank 
and character ; and on no occasion transgressed 
the- laws of the best breeding V but by asking 
pertinent questions, and suggesting useful topic*, 
she rather invited the conversation of others, 
than monopolized it herself* 

“ She was perfectly at home on every subject 
possessed of rational interest ; hut in every 
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Company, and on every, occasion, piety to God/ 
and good-will towards men, were her favourite 
themes. Religion, indeed, seemed like her native 
element, in which die lived and moved, encom- 
passing her like .an atmosphere, and accom-. 
panying her in all her revolutions in the .world 
and the church : every subject was. made to con-, 
verge, to, and terminate in, that great one, the 
enjoyment and practice , of which is the chief 
end of man. On the doctrines of the gospel she 
spoke with dearness and precision ; evincing on 
some occasions a wonderful degpee of discrimi-. - 
nation. On subjectsof Cbristiajf wpmence, she 
would have been the fit and equid companion of a 
Fenelon, a De Renty, .or a Fletcher. The high 
and deep- things of the kingdom pf grace were 
dwelt upon and treated by her with the.casiest 
familiarity. When she expatiated on that grace 
which, had so. emptied her. of self, soideadened 
every feeling and affection to the world, and so 
spiritualized all her mental powers— -which had 
given her union with God so dose, and fellow- 
ship so intimate ; aged Christians appeared in 
her presence to be children, having only learned 
the. first prindples of .the doctrine of Christ. 
Her noble conceptions of experimental truths 
were embodied in language so appropriate and 
dear j the pious feelings of the Ciwistian .were 
described so rationally and justly,* that faith in 
her seemed to be sense, all spiritual and. invisible 
realities appearing in sight, and God seen by the 
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eye t>f' a mbrtal. When dwelling on practical 
religion, -piety in her hands assumed a more 
pious appe&rance ; the reasonableness of godli- 
ness became more reasonable, while its native 
beauty seemed to acquire new and fresher charms. 
Of very few could it be said with a less degree of 
poetic license, than of her, that 

‘ Truths divine came mended from her tongue.’ 

“ The conversation of such a parson must 
always have been engaging, instructive, and pro- 
fitable to pious persons, although it pould seldom 
be enjoyed, even by those, without feeling such 
a mental and religious inferiority as made them 
dwindle in their own sight into , perfect insignia 
ficancy. And if any religious person has exper 
rienced feelings different froni those of pleasurable 
in Lady Maxwell’s company, let them attribute 
it to the above-mentioned cause. v> 

“ To some persons, perhaps, a part of the above 
may appear of minor importance. But if the 
design of 'biography he not to amuse merely by 
a relation of striking incident, nor yet solely to 
perpetuate the memory of the dead, but to in- 
struct the living, by aii exhibition of models of 
propriety and excellency— excellency, whieh is 
uniform, being carried into the very minutiae of 
life, as well as, extending to concerns of greater 
importance ; it is to be hoped, that, to younger 
readers at least, the notice of these things may 
not be without its usel * 

“ Lady Muxweil’s jwe/y .was souhd, deep, and 
consistent. Her conversion to God was genuine 
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and dear. Hunutify, which is due first grace 
hn planted in the Christian's maid, aid the fint 
feature formed in the Christian's character, and 
which lies at die root of every other grace, bad 
a conspicuous situation in her temper and con- 
duct. This grace, however, had to display its 
beauty under some unfavourable circumstances. 
For as there was nothing in her person, or her 
asrly habits, congenial to socha temper, so there 
was something of such commanding dignity in 
her whole mem, that it is said, that when very 
young and at school, she maintained such an 
Overbearing superiority of spirit, as held all her 
companions in respectful awe, and led them to. 
Veep a measured distance. Nor did that mighty 
moral change which Divine grace had wrought 
in her soul, completely efface all traces of her 
'early habits. For it may be said, almost without 
a figure, that tbere were, on some occasions, 
such an inexpressible air and dignity in her 
manner, as might have awed sovereignty itself 
to a respectful distance, and caused it to sink 
in conscious inferiority. But all this was in a 
manner the very opposite of that amiable sprit 
that always breathed in her heart. It is also 
true, that Lady Maxwell did not generally comply 
with that custom of shaking hands at meeting 
and parting, which obtains among many religions 
persons ; and some might deem this a want of 
Christian condescension. But to say nothing of 
this practice being in many cases a mere for- 
mality, it may be necessary here to observe, that 
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Lady Maxwell cherished the nieesfcseoseof what 
she conceived to he propntty ia character and 
action — Studying what was proper for her as a 
fonwle, a Christian, and a lady -of rank ; con- 
sidering, at the sane rime, that what was proper 
for her in any one of these situations, was not 
at variance with what was due from her m any 
of the others. In conversation, for instance, she 

Was never maaeviine. And as the female never 

/ 

was lost in the philosopher or divine, so in action 
the titled lady was never entirely merged in the 
Christian. This she would have considered as a 
departure from propriety, which was neither 
warranted by the usages of civilized nations, nor 
demanded by the genius of Christianity. 

“ Yet that elevated manner which she could 
assume, was exceedingly useful to her, espe- 
cially in shortening visits which had ceased to be 
mutually profitable, by disposing the visitor vo- 
luntarily to retire. This to strangers might have 
an abruptness which often produced disappoint- 
ment ; yet on her part, it was in this instance, 
habit formed on design. Few persons more folly 
estimated the value of time, or more sedulously 
husbanded it than she did j having in this, as in 
some other things, taken the Father of Me- 
thodism for her model. And had she not in some 
way guarded against the invasion of her time, 
the number of visitors which she would have 
had, some drawn by the attractions of her con- 
versation, others to solicit her counsel, and 
others, perhaps, to impose on her charity by 
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fabricated tale* of woe; would not only bare 
interrupted her regular business, but sensibly 
diminished her mental- and religious improve- 
ment. Yet ^withstanding these, appearances, 
she was humble i indeed to question this, were 
to doubt her Christianity, She appears ever to 
have had such Jail and clear views of the Divine 
perfections, , and ;of her own want of conformity 
to the Diving Image— such extended discoveries 
of her pwn , religious privileges, and of her dis- 
proportionate improvement— such a perception 
of the attainments of others placed in circum- 
stances less favourable to. advance in' Christian 
holiness than her own j as overwhelmed her With 
a sense of her own unWorthiness, and sunk her 
as into nothing before Cod. Rank, title, know- 
ledge, and even piety itself, seemed to disappear, 
while with Job she exclaimed,. “Behold lam 
vile!” If we are to look for further proof of 
her humility in her spirit . and temper, which is 
certainly a more decisive criterion than the shape 
of a hat, the cut of a coat, or any adventitious 
circumstance in a person’s mamiers, we shall find 
it in the submissive spirit in which she bore op- 
position to her plans, and dissent from her opi- 
nions : in the deference which she paid to the 
judgements and suggestions of others, who were 
as inferior to herself in mind, as they were below 
her in life j as also in that child-like temper in 
which she received religious instruction from the 
weakest instruments. And if proof of her humi- 
lity be required in her actions, the very circum- 
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stance of her becoming a member of the Wesleyan 
society at the time she did, her Continuing in it 
in the country where she lived j her being always 
easy of access,' perhaps more so to the poor than 
to the rich ; and the easy familiarity with which 
-she met in class and in private band, and re- 
ceived as friends the visits of some pious females 
who were pensioners on her bounty— these as a 
specimen may suffice, instead of volumes. 

“ Love, which ranks the first amongst Chris- 
tian grates, which ineludes within itself the whole 
of religion, and without which, knowledge is 
empty, and faith is vain j this had a place in her 
mind worthy of its pre-eminent nature ; it was 
- so deeply seated in her heart, so powerful and 
uniform in its operation, as more to resemble a 
principle than a passion.! Its origin was hea- 
venly, its nature was Divine, and its works were 
agreeable to that nature, and corresponded with 
its great source. ' From ' the time that she re- 
ceived a concern for a knowledge of Divine 
things, she desired Ip love Odd \yith all her heart, 
and mind, and soul, and strength j and that in- 
ferior degree of this, of which she was made ‘a 
• partaker when she received the justifying grace 
of God, only tended more to awaken her coh- 
cern, inflame her ardour, and invigorate her 
pursuits of that great Christian enjoyment. Her 
soul cried out for all the Divine fulness, nor did 
she cry in vain. She obtained the desire of her 
-heart, in salvation from all am — in the sanctifi- 
cation of her nature unto God — and in his perfect 
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Awe shed abroad in her heart; and for the space 
of near thirty years, God reigned the undisputed 
sovereign of all her affections. Nor is there .a 
doubt in the minds of those who knew fa dr best, 
that, had her love to God been subjected to the 
last decisive test, that of dying for his honour, 
she would, in that case, have braved death, 
though in the most terrific form, and worn a 
martyr’s crown. As she thus loved God with all 
her heart, so she loved all his rational offspring, 
and ever felt disposed, to the utmost of her 
power and tnesns, to serve their present and 
eternal interests. She entered with all her soul 
into every scheme, which had for its object the 
removal or diminution of any part of the sum of 
human wretchedness, or to improve the natural 
or moral condition of her fellow-creatu rea. And 
while she was desirous of serving all, she would 
not injure any. With her the characters of others 
were as sacred as their property. Speaking evil 
of the absent was not known in her presence, 
and even the attempt was very seldom, made. 

Her charity inclined to ran to excess ; and having 
formed the best opinion posable of every person, 
she did not wish to hear any thing which might < 

induce her to make any abatement from that 1 

degree of worth at which she 'bad estimated them. 

She knew too weH the proper place for her sen, 
to take any part in the affairs and government of 
the church ; mid as she allowed of no venders of j 
evil reports, she remained ignorant of any littlfe 
disorder or impropriety whicbmightexist inin- j 
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dividual* ; and this undoubtedly contributed 
Much to her own peace. Very different indeed 
is this from the conduct of (hose who, tinder 
the mistaken idea of indignation against sin, zeal 
for the purity of (he church and' the glory of God, 
allow their habitations to become a rendezvous 
of religions gossipping, until they form die 
common sewers of pious scandal. 

"Lady Maxwell oata rally possessed all that 
quickness of temper, all that acuteness of feeling, 
and irritability of spirit, which is almost a cha- 
racteristic of minds endued with the finest sen- 
sibilities. ' Yet so completely had grace effected 
a conquest of natural temper, and secured the 
empire of her passions, that on no occasion did 
indignation or anger, impatience or warmth of 
spirit, break (hat guard which grace had given 
-her over herself. Indeed with so masterly a hand 
did she rule her own spirit, and that in times of 
extreme exercise; so conspicuous were her mild- 
ness, gentleness, and long-suffering, (hat her 
warm natural temper seemed rather to be extin- 
guished than subdued. Old things were passed 
away, and all things were become new. 

“ Joy in God, joy in the Holy Ghost, and joy 
Unspeakable, are Scripture terms, and are ex- 
pressive of a Christian grace to which no true 
believer can be an entire stranger. Yet it has 
been observed, that this grace is most distinguish- 
able in the first stages of the Christian’s expe- 
rience, when every thing in the world or kingdom 
of grace wears the face of .novelty; and when. 
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perhaps, that hole of the pit, ont.of wbicfc the 
hand of mercy has bat recently dag the individual 
is still gaping in sight. For contrasting his past 
with his present state, such ah one must neces- 
sarily feel his mind inspired with joy from an 
assurance of God’s salvation*. So it has been 
remarked further, that \n general, religious joy 
is the most sensible in the minds. of those persons 
whose attainments are not the most strikingly 
marked by their depth or height. And certainly 
if we are, in any case to determine of our being 
-in a state of salvation by the existence or strength 
of any of those graces which enrich and adorn 
the Christian’s mind, perhaps there is none more 
equivocal, less certain as a criterion, or that is 
so subject , to feel the operation of disturbing 
causes, both from without and within, than that 
of joy. That supreme love .to God, and sub- 
mission to his authority, which fix the mind into 
-h determination rather to die than, to sin, form a 
much more conclusive proof of our being in a 
state of acceptance, than any measure of joy 
which we can feel. On the subject of religious 
jay, Lady Maxwell said but little. For although | 

she was not a stranger to this spiritual enjoy- 
ment, and notwithstanding her mental comforts 
were not subject to those fluctuations -which are 
but too common with many, yet to rapturous or 
extatic joy she was a stranger. She would speak, 
fas she has written] of a solid, settled peace; 
a Divine tranquillity; an overwhelming sense of 
the Divine goodness, which rather sunk, than i 
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plated her soul ; a losing herself in God ; the 
deep teachings of God’s Spirit ; an emptying of 
the mind, and a filling of her soul with love. And 
at sometimes she spoke of such a consciousness 
of the whole Deity drawing near to her in his 
gracious influences, as caused a heavenly solem- 
nity to pervade all her mental powers, producing, 
‘That speechless awe which dares not move.' 
And often she seemed to realize what is ex- 
pressed in lines, as poetically grand, as the di- 
vinity is profound, 

( Plung'd in the Godhead's deepest sea, 

And lost in his immensity.’ 

Yet neither in life, nor in death, did she speak 
of any extraordinary measure of spiritual joy. 

i c Her candour . Although Lady Maxwell was 
fully established in her own religious sentiments, 
sentiments which she had drawn from that in- 
fallible source of truth, the word of God ; and 
had embraced them from a full conviction , which 
.was the result of earnest, but dispassionate ex- 
. amination ; yet she did not exclaim, ‘ The temple 
of the Lord’ alone ‘are we,* but indulged the 
most Christian charity towards all who laid 
Christ: as the foundation, and held him as the 
Head. She loved and esteemed good people of 
every religious persuasion ; being of opinion, 
that .when the essentials x of Christianity are 
maintained, sentiments in. religion form a less' 
considerable part of the thing, than many persons 
seem to apprehend, or at least, less than most 
»re disposed to grant. As she often attended 
Vol. II. T 7 
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that church in which she had been educated, so 
she often made grateful mention of the proftt 
which she there received; and of various 'mi- 
nisters, both of the English and Scottish esta- 
blishments, as well as of dissenters of both 
countries who occasionally visited her, she spoke 
in terms of die highest respect. Yet while «he 
admired the splendour of talent in some, the 
extent of theological knowledge in many, and 
reverenced the piety of all.; and while she re- 
joiced that they preached Christ as the only foun- 
dation of a sinner’s hope, she could. not forbear 
lamenting, that any of them should stop short, 
by not insisting on every individual knowing his 
personal interest in the Redeemer ; and she has 
moreover observed -that some of. those with 
whom she had conversed on that subject, and 
whose views on other points were strictly evan- . 
gelical, yet entertained the strongest doubts on 
the knowledge of salvation, being the common 
privilege of the children of God. And yet such 
circumstances as these were adverted to, in. such 
mild and guarded terms, as shewed that she felt 
it. rather as a subject of deep regret, than as 
affording matter for a sweeping sentence of con- 
demnation. Such persons she believed might be 
Christians themselves, but were not the most 
likely to make Christians of others*; sothat, not- 
withstanding the superiority of their learning and 
powers, they would not be the teachers of her 
Ladyship’s choice. 

1 * Nor- was her candour less manifested towards 
* t - 
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the ministers of her own religious community, 
than to those of others. In a. society organized 
like that of the Wesleyan Methodists, where the 
whole connexion is divided into distinct portions, 
and each portion supplied successively by a change 
of ministers, of every degree of standing in the 
> work, and every order and variety of talent, both 
natural and acquired ; it must almost necessarily 
be the case, that the hemisphere of each portion 
of such a body, must be illuminated at different 
times, by stars of very different magnitudes ; 
or, that their churches must possess an eloquent 
Apollos, a consolatory Barnabas, a Boanerges, 
the thunderer, or a youthful Timothy, in tardy 
or rapid succession. Amid such changes. Lady 
Maxwell could not fail to discern some, whose 
minds possessed a greater elevation and richness 
than others : ' some, whose modes of thinking, 
and whose powers of giving body to conception, 
and adorning to thought, were more in unison 
with her own correct taste, than those of others. 
This she saw and felt ; and while she acknow- 
ledged, she prized the privilege. For, with the ex- 
ception of the saving grace of God, and the inward 
satisfaction arising from doing good to others, 
ghe had no delight superior to the intellectual 
luxury enjoyed under the ministry of tbe work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed, who rightly 
divides the word of truth y yet she never made 
such men her idols ; nor in her attendance on 
gospel ordinances, gave them a marked pre- 
ference. The ministry of the young, as well as 
T 2 


Digitized by Google 


412 ^CHARACTER OF LADY MAXWELL. 

the old, the inferior as welt as the superior, was 
attended and listened to by her. It was no 
subject of inquiry, who is the preacher, but when 
is the time ? And as the expectations of her mind 
were raised far above all human instruments, so 
she seldom failed of receiving the end of the ordi- 
nance ; for although she could not on every 
occasion calculate on meeting with an intellectual 
repast, she could always contemplate a spiritual 
east. 

This lesson, of respecting the person of no 
teacher, appears to have been learned by her 
own experience. For we find her, at an early 
period of her Christian life, sometimes soliciting 
Mr. Wesley for the appointment or re-appoint- 
ment of certain preachers of name to Edinburgh ; 
but she afterwards learned, as she followed on 
to know the Lord, that -He is the proper judge 
of the fitness of those instruments by which be 
shall carry on his own work, and promote his 
own glory. She was ever ready to bestow com- 
mendation on whoever in the least deserved it, 
but the most delicate censure was scarcely known 
to fall from her lips. And if on some occasions , 

she gave to one teacher greater marks of regard ‘ 

than those shewn to another, it was on account 
of the spirit of the person, or some congeniality 
of mind with her own, on the subject of Christian 
experience, rather than on account of superior 
public talents. | 

During the space of about forty years, Lady 
Maxwell was her own chaplain. For some time i 
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after she became acquainted with Divine things, 
she employed a pious minister of the Scottish 
Establishment to officiate in that capacity, but 
with which she soon became dissatisfied. For 
being placed by Providence at the head of her 
own household, she considered that that relation 
imposed upon her the performance of certain 
duties, which could not be discharged by proxy ; 
and of which duties, that of conducting family 
worship.she esteemed as not the least. It was 
not, however, without much reasoning and coil- 
siderable conflict, that duty, and conscience tri- 
umphed over spurious shame and false delicacy. 
But having once overcome reluctance, and begun 
the practice, she found an ample reward ; duty 
became privilege, and the work was wages. When 
she was in health, she read the Scriptures, and 
prayed extempore with her whole family morning 
and evening ; and in* these exercises, not only 
evinced the fervour of her devotion, but dis- 
played the resources of a mind, richly furnished 
out of the Divine treasury. For to some of those 
persons who had been in the habit of joining 
with her in family worship for many years, and 
who were very adequate to detect any thing like 
a form or sameness in her manner, it was asto- 
nishing, what an almost endless variety, both in 
petition and expressiqn, she always had at com- 
mand. Nor was there any appearance of a falling 
off in the latter part of her life, when it might 
have been expected, that infirmities and age 
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would have considerably impaired the energies 
of her mind. 

“ To talk of a good man or woman, who does 
no good, is to talk about a monster of imagina- 
tion, which has no positive existence. ( Pure reli- 
gion and undefiled before God and the Father is 
this, to visit the fatherless and the widow in their 
affliction:’ c For whoso hath this world’s good, 
and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him ?’ It will not 
be unto such as say, ‘ Lord, Lord, bless thy holy 
Name,’ that the Judge will award that plaudit, 
‘Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you/ but to those who 
have fed, and clothed, and visited his necessitous 
and suffering members. This is not merely a 
proof of the existence and reality of inward 
religion, the ripe fruit of piety ; but it is religion 
itself, a resemblance of the Divine goodness; 
and all the apparatus , of redemption is con- 
structed, and all the regenerating influences of 
the Spirit are employed on the mind, to infuse 
the disposition, to fix^ the principle; and impart 
the moral power, to continue patient in well- 
doing. There was no trait in Lady Maxwell’s 
character more prominent and fair, than her be - 
nevolence . Her ardent desire for getting good by 
constant recourse to the Saviour’s fulness, was 
not more intense, than her wish to be useful to 
"her fellow-creatures ; and perhaps very few ex- 
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simples have occurred, of means so comparatively 
limited, being husbanded so well, as to produce 
such a quantum of benefit to mankind. 

“ Her pecuniary resources^ especially during 
the latter part of her life, were not the most 
abundant, considering the rank and station which 
she had to uphold in society. For although she 
might be left a widow in affluent circumstances, 
yet being a dowager lady, confined to a fixed 
income, the depreciation of the value of money 
in more than half a century, must considerably 
have curtailed her means of doing good. But 
she saved all that she could, for the sole pur-* 
pose of giving, and by the latter her funds were" 
Constantly kept low. She was, as has been 
noticed, singularly plain In her dress, jgenteely 
frugal in her household, and thus, by avoiding 
every useless expence, she acquired the power of 
conferring more in charity, than many possess 
with ten times her income. And all that was in 
her power to do, she did to the very utmost. 
There was scarcely a human institution, or a 
private or public charity, whether for the repose 
of age, or the instruction of youth, £he relief of 
indigence, or the help of sickness ; for the re- 
formation of morals, or the spread and support 
of religion, from which she did not receive appli- 
cations, and to which she did not contribute. 
She erected and supported a school, in which, 
at the time of her death, about eight hundred 
children received a good education ; and each a 
copy of the Scriptures on leaving the school. 

\ 
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And such were the encouraging effects produced 
by this school, as induced her Ladyship, by Will, 
to provide for its continuance to the end of time* 
As she was prepared for every good work, . the 
subject of her charities is an almost endless one. 
Could the dead arise, and would the living speak, 
the poor she has helped, the sick she has relieved, 
the orphans protected, and the friendless as- 
sisted, — embarrassed honest tradesmen that she 
raised above difficulty, modest merit which she 
brought into notice, — the youth which she 
instructed, and set out in the world; — could 
these, or would they speak, an army would rise 
to bless her memory. But she not only employed 
her !money, but her tongue, which was per- 
suasive, — her pen, which was urgent, ~and her 
influence, which was mild, but powerful, among 
her friends, to obtain their assistance. And it 
has-been said, that there was' no sum which she 
gave, however small, no institution which she 
patronized, nor an individual, who became the 
object of her charity, but what she followed with 
particular, earnest prayer to God, that what she. 
had done might receive his blessing.” 


THE END. 



Prilled by T. Cord lux, u, City- Road, Loodoji, 
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